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October 20, 2025 o"Eman,l

POWER COMPANY

Ms. Sasha Bergman

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7t Place East

Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147

RE: Inthe Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of the
Distributed Solar Energy Standard Projects
Docket No. E017/M-25-338
Reply Comments

Dear Ms. Bergman:

Otter Tail Power Company (OTP or Company) offers these Reply Comments in response to
Comments of (1) the Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) and (2) the
Minnesota Solar Energy Industries Association (MnSEIA) and Coalition for Community
Solar Access (CCSA) (collectively the Solar Parties)

The Company supports and agrees with the Department’s analysis and recommendations,
including the Department’s comprehensive reporting recommendations.

The Company appreciates the Solar Parties’ support for the Parkers Prairie and Pelican
Rapids projects as described in their joint Comments. With respect to the Solar Parties’
recommendation concerning paired battery energy storage systems 'use cases' in future
filings, the Company notes that the Distributed Solar Energy Standard (DSES) has no
compliance requirement for paired battery energy storage systems.

In the present matter, the Company included in its scoring matrix a five-point adder for the
reliability benefits provided by paired battery energy storage systems. The Company
evaluated two projects that included the option for adding battery energy storage systems.
The incremental costs associated with the battery storage addition outweighed the reliability
benefits in the scoring matrix, and as a result the paired battery storage system projects were
not selected.

The Company respectfully requests the Commission to approve the Company’s Petition for
Approval of the Distributed Solar Energy Standard Projects.
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Please contact me at 218-739-8956 or at cstephenson@otpco.com, if you have any questions
regarding this filing

Sincerely,

/s/ CARY STEPHENSON
Cary Stephenson
Associate General Counsel

kde

Enclosures

By electronic filing
c: Service List
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

RE: In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval
of the Distributed Solar Energy Standard Projects
Docket No. E017/M-25-338

I, Khris Ekstrom, hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of the
following, or a summary thereof, on Sasha Bergman and Sharon Ferguson by e-filing,
and to all other persons on the attached service list by electronic service or by First
Class Mail.

Otter Tail Power Company
Reply Comments

Dated this 20th day of October, 2025.

/s/ KHRIS EKSTROM

Khris Ekstrom

Regulatory Filing Coordinator
Otter Tail Power Company
215 South Cascade Street
Fergus Falls MN 56537

(218) 739-8334
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