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October 20, 2025 
 
 
  
Ms. Sasha Bergman                                              
Executive Secretary                                  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission           
121 7th Place East 
Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101-2147 
 
RE: In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval of the 

Distributed Solar Energy Standard Projects 
 Docket No. E017/M-25-338 
 Reply Comments   
 
Dear Ms. Bergman: 
 
Otter Tail Power Company (OTP or Company) offers these Reply Comments in response to 
Comments of (1) the Minnesota Department of Commerce (Department) and (2) the 
Minnesota Solar Energy Industries Association (MnSEIA) and Coalition for Community 
Solar Access (CCSA) (collectively the Solar Parties) 
 
The Company supports and agrees with the Department’s analysis and recommendations, 
including the Department’s comprehensive reporting recommendations.     
 
The Company appreciates the Solar Parties’ support for the Parkers Prairie and Pelican 
Rapids projects as described in their joint Comments.   With respect  to the Solar Parties’ 
recommendation concerning paired battery energy storage systems  'use cases'  in future 
filings, the Company notes that the Distributed Solar Energy Standard (DSES) has no 
compliance requirement for paired battery energy storage systems.    
 
In the present matter, the  Company included in its scoring matrix a five-point adder for the 
reliability benefits provided by paired battery energy storage systems.   The Company 
evaluated  two projects that included the option for adding battery energy storage systems.  
The incremental costs associated with the battery storage addition outweighed the reliability 
benefits in the scoring matrix, and as a result the paired battery storage system projects were 
not selected.  
 
The Company respectfully requests the Commission to approve the Company’s Petition for 
Approval of the Distributed Solar Energy Standard Projects. 
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Please contact me at 218-739-8956 or at cstephenson@otpco.com, if you have any questions 
regarding this filing 
  
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ CARY STEPHENSON 
Cary Stephenson 
Associate General Counsel 
 
kde 
Enclosures 
By electronic filing 
c: Service List  

mailto:cstephenson@otpco.com


 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

RE: In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company’s Petition for Approval 
of the Distributed Solar Energy Standard Projects 

 Docket No. E017/M-25-338 
 
 I, Khris Ekstrom, hereby certify that I have this day served a copy of the 
following, or a summary thereof, on Sasha Bergman and Sharon Ferguson by e-filing, 
and to all other persons on the attached service list by electronic service or by First 
Class Mail.  
  
 Otter Tail Power Company 

Reply Comments 
 

Dated this 20th day of October, 2025. 
 
      /s/  KHRIS EKSTROM 
      Khris Ekstrom 
      Regulatory Filing Coordinator 
      Otter Tail Power Company 
      215 South Cascade Street  
      Fergus Falls MN 56537 
      (218) 739-8334 
 
 



� �������	
 �������	
 
	��� ������������ ��
��� ����
�� �
���
���
���� ���
����
�
���
���
���� ��
�����
�
��
��
����
������	
 !"#$" %&'()"* #"#$"+,&'()"*-#.".&+)*+/# 0/,1234.212.2&#56))2##26* 71&3.'6*23!&'823& 9&# :;;232"1<=>??@A B23C %6D)"* *23C-36))/*2.E#61"'"33&##+6'( 55!F G?@H�I6*'6&!.'&&.�BJKL<GJ"#$2*(.6*M5N�<HHGH4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@P I2C& %/11 )2C&+,/11-#.".&+)*+/# 0/,1234.212.2&#56))2##26*G<G�L.$�01"3&7"#.N�!/2.&?=H!.+�0"/1�IBN==GHG4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& 9&# :;;232"1<=>??@Q R"E 5$6S/&..& '3$6S/&..&-"(T+36) F(0'63&##2*(U*3+ G<LHH�J&#.M6O(&�R6"O0:�%6V�<HWL:)"$"�B7NX@GH?><HWL4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@Y Z&*&'23 56))&'3&F..6'*&E# 36))&'3&+"..6'*&E#-"(+#.".&+)*+/# :;;23&�6;�.$&F..6'*&EZ&*&'"1�>M&T"'.)&*.6;56))&'3& WW=�I2**&#6."!.'&&.�!/2.&GWHH!.+�0"/1�IBN==GHG4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@[ !$"'6* \&'(/#6* #$"'6*+;&'(/#6*-#.".&+)*+/# M&T"'.)&*.6;56))&'3& @=�L.$�01"3&�7!.&�<@H!"2*.�0"/1IBN�==GHG><G]@4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@^ 0"/1" \6#.&' T;6#.&'-6.T36+36) :..&'�_"2106D&'56)T"*E <G=�!5"#3"O&�!.0:�%6V�W]X\&'(/#�\"11#IBN�=X=?@>HW]X4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@` a&##23" \E$'2& b;E$'2&-6.T36+36) :..&'�_"2106D&'56)T"*E 0:�%6V�W]X\&'(/#�\"11#IBN�=X=?@>HW]X4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@c F),&' Z'&*2&' "('&*2&'-6.T36+36) :..&'�_"2106D&'56)T"*E <G=�!+5"#3"O&�!.+\&'(/#�\"11#IBN�=X=?L4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@ dM&'&C e"/(&* O$"/(&*-6.T36+36) :..&'�_"2106D&'56)T"*E <G=�!6/.$5"#3"O&!.'&&.0:�%6V�W]X\&'(/#�\"11#IBN�=X=?@>HW]X4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@  FO") e&2*&* "$&2*&*-O"C6."&1&3.'23+36) M"C6."71&3.'23F##632".26* W?HH�<<H.$�!.J\"')2*(.6*IBN�==H<W4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@ AB23C f"*&#C2 *23C+C"*&#C2-&*,'2O(&+36) 7*,'2O(&7*&'(E56)T"*ENU*3+ GG�7"#.!/T&'26'�!.!.&�G<=M/1/.$�IBN==@H<4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@ Pa")&#M+ g"'#6* b")&#+1"'#6*-"8"*.&*&'(E+36) F8"*.�7*&'(E!&'823&# <<H�!�X.$�!.!.&�G?HHI2**&"T612#IBN�==WH<4*2.&O�!.".&# 71&3.'6*23!&'823& B6 :;;232"1<=>??@



� �������	
 �������	
 
	��� ������������ ��
��� ����
�� �
���
���
���� ���
����
�
���
���
���� ��
�����
�
��
��
����
������	
 !"#$%&# '#%(% )*#%(%+,%-..-/0* "'�1(2.3450(678&%(39::5 ;<=�>�:06&?00@6�A@B/0(0*0,0/?C9�DEF<<G(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEEL MN(@.2, '0.#&O)# #(@.2,-*0.#&O)#+6&028-/0* H&028�A%$26::P EE�H07&Q�H%R&QH&�H&2�SJFF'%((2#T08%6'>9�DDSFJG(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEEL U:03#( BVW.#@4 803.#@4+*(62%#-0.3 '%((260&#H08#.�1(2.34C(@76&.%26N660/%#&%0( JJLLG(%$2.6%&4�N$2?H&-�P#78�'>9DD==SG(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEEL X'#&&Q2, B862( *0862(+0&T/0-/0* B&&2.�Y#%8P0,2.50*T#(4 J=D�H07&Q5#6/#@2H&.22&Z2.376�Z#886'>9�D<DE[G(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEEL \W2(2.%/>0&%/2 A2378#&0.4 .2378#&0.4]I%8%(3]/00.@%(#&0.6+0&T/0-/0* B&&2.�Y#%8P0,2.50*T#(4 J=D�H-5#6/#@2H&.22&Z2.376�Z#886'>9�D<DE[G(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEEL ̂ W2(2.%/>0&%/2 A26%@2(&%#8G&%8%&%26_%$%6%0( .26%@2(&%#8-7&%8%&%26+#3-6&#&2-*(-76 BII%/2�0I�&Q2N&&0.(24W2(2.#8�KA26%@2(&%#8G&%8%&%26_%$%6%0( =SFF�̀A'Y0,2.SSD�'%((260&#H&H&-�P#78�'>9DD=F=KJ=E=G(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEELab5#.4 H&2TQ2(60( /6&2TQ2(60(+0&T/0-/0* B&&2.�Y#%8P0,2.50*T#(4 J=D�H07&Q5#6/#@2H&.22&Z2.376�Z#886'>9�D<DE[G(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEELa H&7#.& Y0**2.@#Q86&0**2.@#Q8+0&T/0-/0* B&&2.�Y#%8P0,2.50*T#(4 J=D�H5#6/#@2�H&PB�̀0R�S;<Z2.376�Z#886'>9�D<DE[G(%&2@�H&#&26 182/&.0(%/H2.$%/2 >0 BII%/%#8JDKEEL


	01 Cover Letter.pdf
	M-25-338_Reply Comments_OTP.pdf
	03 Certificate of Service.pdf
	Service List.pdf


