Oral Public Meeting Comments Received on the

Scope of the Environmental Assessment for the
Benton Solar Project

Docket Nos. GS-23-423, ESS-24-283, and TL-23-425

Public Meetings

1. January 14, 2025 — Sauk Rapids, Minnesota, 6:00 p.m.
e Seven speakers.
2. January 15, 2025 — Virtual, On-Line Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
e One speaker, one attendee asking questions in the chat.
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SAUK RAPI DS - JANUARY 14, 2025 - 6:00 P.M
BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON
AND M NNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF COMVERCE

In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC
for the 100 MW Sol ar Energy CGenerating Systemfor the
Benton Sol ar Project in Benton County, M nnesota; in the
Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC, for a
Site Permt for the 100 MW Battery Energy Storage System
for the Benton Solar Project in Benton County,

M nnesota; and in the matter of the Application of

Benton Sol ar, LLC, for a Route Permt for a 115 kV

H gh- Vol t age Transm ssion Line Associated with the

Benton Sol ar Project in Benton County, M nnesota

DOCKET NOS. | P7115/ GS-23-423 (Solar Facility)
| P7115/ ESS- 24- 283 (Storage Facility)
| P7115/ TL- 23-425 (Transm ssi on Li ne)

SAUK RAPI DS
JANUARY 14, 2025
6:00 P. M

STENOGRAPHI C COURT REPORTER: Jacquel yn Young, RPR
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APPEARANCES:

M CAH J. REVELL, Attorney-at-Law,
Stinson LLP; mcah.revell @tinson.com appeared for

and on behal f of the Applicant.

PUC STAFF: Cezar Panait

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE: Logan Hi cks,

Ener gy Environnmental Review and Anal ysis

BENTON SOLAR:. Adam Graci a, Josh Adans,
Heena Dhorajia, Iris Andersen, David Stroup, Cody
MacDonal d
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WHEREUPQN, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs

were duly had and entered of record, to wt:
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: (Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Cezar Panait. |'m an
engi neer with the M nnesota Public Uilities
Conmmi ssion in St. Paul, Mnnesota, and we want to
wel cone you to tonight's Public Uilities
Conmm ssion's public informati on and environnent al
assessnment scopi ng neeting.

And that is on Benton Sol ar project
application for actually three permts. So Benton
Sol ar is proposing to build a 100-negawatt sol ar
energy systemin Benton County not far from here,
about four mles east. There will be a storage
facility; that is, battery energy storage in
contai ners, and then we will tal k about the project
specifications nore. And the size of that battery
energy storage is also 100 negawatts.

And there is a short transm ssion
| ine associated with both of these projects, .5
mles in length, 115-kilovolts to interconnect both
projects to the grid, and that will be through the
exi sting substati on owned by G eat Ri ver Energy,

t he | ocal co-operative conpany.
MS. TAVARA SELL: \Where will those

| i nes be?

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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MR, CEZAR PANAIT: The lines wll
be -- W have maps, and we al so, in the docket,
there is an application for a high-voltage
transm ssion line, and there are detail ed naps
showi ng the alignnent and the proposed route of
that transm ssion |ine.

So tonight's neeting agenda, the
itens before the Public Wilities Conm ssion, so
|"mgoing to talk about the -- the -- the process,
the permtting process that will be typical for an
energy infrastructure project like this one goes
through, and then I'l|l pass it over to NextEra or
Benton Sol ar Energy, they're a -- they're a
subsidiary, to tal k about the project specifics.

And then I'll hand it over to ny
col l eague to the right, Logan Hi cks fromthe

Departnent of Commerce, and he is going to talk

about the Commerce's role in reviewwng this -- this
project, this application for -- for actually three
permts.

So there are -- there are three

permts that are involved in this review process,
and the review of the application happens before --
before the Conmm ssion acts on the application to --

for a permt; that is, a site permt or a route

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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permt. It's a process, a review process that
| asts up to one year, and the agencies involved
with that review process by the |l egislature are the
Public Uilities Comm ssion, which is the state
requi red conmm ssion or state governnent or state
agency conprised about -- fromabout 70 full-time
staffers and si x appoi nted conm ssioners. And the
conmi ssi oners serve six years staggered terns and
t hey are appointed by the governor and confirmnmed by
the -- by the M nnesota Senate.

And one of the roles of the
Conm ssion is to review and i ssue permts for
bui lding | arge energy projects such as the | arge
solar or all of them and hi gh-voltage transm ssion
i nes.

And then the other department is the
Departnment of Commerce, and they will speak about
their roles and responsibilities.

And then | ater on, we already have a
judge assigned to this case fromthe Ofice of
Adm ni strative Hearings, and the judge is not here
toni ght, but she will be presiding over the -- the
public hearings later on in -- in August.

Because this is a contested case,

meani ng we have sone parties, nanely | abor, who are

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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intervening in the docket, neaning they want to
fully develop their reasoning, their argunents, and
there will be a series of hearings - one scoping
nmeeti ng, one evidentiary hearing so later on for
the -- for the judge, and the judge will -- wll
provide a findings of fact and concl usi ons and
submt that to the Conm ssion as an advi sory.

The Conmm ssion has the ultinmate
decision to issue or deny a pernmt, but before that
the information the judge will be conpiling wll be
advi sory to the Comm ssion. And she will be naking

findi ngs and recommendations as to the permts and

as to -- as to what conditions should go into those
permts.

Before | go any further, | -- | want
to nention -- Yes.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: May she ask a
questi on?

MR, CEZAR PANAIT: Yes.

MS. TAMARA SELL: You said this is
bei ng contested. Is it -- | don't know what the
conditions of that are. Are these honeowners --

COURT REPORTER:  Excuse ne. They're
going to have to cone up to the podium and tal k.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: Can we -- can we

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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wait on those questions, please, because we have
plenty of tinme. W want to speed up through the --
t hrough the presentation part and we want to get to
everyone's questions right after that. W expect
it not to take nore than 30 minutes for the

present ati on.

So I'"'mgoing to -- On the -- on the
table next to the -- the wall near the w ndow, we
have sonme handouts. Please go ahead and -- and

hel p yourself. W have copies of the Power Point.
We' ve got copies of the notice for tonight's
meeting that you all nust have received in the
mail. W' ve got sone blank comment forns. W' ve
got sone fact sheets about transm ssion |ines.

And al so we have this little coment
card for people who are interested in having their
nanes placed on the project contact list. So you
wll be -- you fill this out and we'll -- we'll
enter this into a service list, and every tine

there is a new docunent being submtted into the

record, you will receive an e-nail notification so
you becone aware of a new filing having been
subm tt ed.

So wwth that, so the project -- I'm

not sure | already spoke about this one, and next

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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we'll go into nore details about the 100- negawat t
sol ar generati ng system and the 100- negawat t
battery energy storage system

The project will be roughly 632 acres
of private |land out of a |larger parcel of |and.
And so the -- the land is -- is privately owned,
and NextEra wll be securing easenents for that
land. So they will talk about that. So there's no

em nent domai n process involved here, so it's
solely voluntary participation.

The project also will include a
substation, a project substation as opposed to the
exi sting GRE transm ssion substation. So all the
power will be funnel ed through underground cabl es
to that project substation for collecting the rows

of panels and fromthe battery energy storage. And

fromthere it will be taken over to GRE s over head
115 -- to a short 115-kilovolt transm ssion |ine
that wll be devel oped by the project -- as part of

t he project.

So | nmentioned briefly about the --
the permts. One of the roles that the Conmm ssion
has, so the Conm ssion regulates the three tiers
of -- of the service industry. One is the

electricity. It regulates the electricity, neaning

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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in terns of approving the rates for -- for
electricity for locally owned utilities. The
Conmmi ssion does not set rates for co-operatives or
muni ci palities. They have their own board who --
who sets their rate.

And the other general role of the
Conm ssion is to review and approve permts, such
as the site permts, high-voltage transm ssion
lines for large energy facilities. And the
| egislature is very clear about what are the --
what are the thresholds for -- for the type of
project, the energy project, and what's the
threshol ds for that.

So for a -- for a site permt for the
sol ar project, that one permt is required because
the facility exceeds 50 nmegawatts in size.

Simlarly, for the battery storage
portion of the project, a permit is required
because it exceeds 10 negawatts in size.

And for the route permt -- a route
permt for the transmssion line is required
because the vol tage operates nore than 100
kilovolts and the length is greater than 1,500 feet
in | ength.

And -- and so after we present,

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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the -- the process, the due process is where we
take comments. There's an -- there's an entire
year at the beginning of the project. So, again,

wth this review process, the Comm ssion is | ooking
at guidance from again, fromthe legislature as to
what are the considerations that the Conm ssion
should be looking at in -- in granting or denying
the permt application.

So these are sone of the -- this
here, this slide is sone of the -- This is not
conmplete. So the Conmi ssion | ooks for the
potential human and environnental inpacts of the
proposed project. They |ook at the inpacts such as
noi se, aesthetics, public health, |and use,
cultural and historic resources, air quality, water
quality, wildlife, fauna. And al so the Comm ssion
is always | ooking for ways to -- to mnimze or
mtigate any -- any -- any inpacts.

This project is being proposed to
provi de power because the -- the electric systens
in Mnnesota need to be kept reliable, and the
generation is shifting from-- fromtraditional
power plants to renewabl e sources. So this project
is being | ooked at in the context of nmintaining

and -- and -- and the systemreliability overall,

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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which is also being referred to as the grid, the
power grid so.

And -- and the cost is also a factor.
So the process of constructing, operating, and
mai ntaining the facility are al so | ooked at because
ultimately the -- the electricity ratepayers and
custoners wll pay the rates. They are the ones
who w Il be paying for this project.

We don't know -- the conpany does not
have a desi gnated goal on paper, but | think they
wll be |ooking at and -- and identifying the | ocal
utility or a large industrial custonmer who w ||
benefit fromthat power generated by this project.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: So you don't
even have a custoner in mnd when you' re going to
build this?

MR CEZAR PANAIT: | don't know
nyself, but I wll tell you the conpany, nore than
likely they do, so I wll |let them speak about
t hat .

So we have the schedule here. So this
is a year-long process that | was -- | was
nmentioning. So -- so the application was -- And
we can | ook here, but the Comm ssion net in an open

meeti ng back in Decenber and they reviewed the

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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applications. W have two applications. There's a
joint application for a site permt for the sol ar
battery storage and they have a separate route
permt application for the transm ssion |ine.

So the Comm ssion took up both --
both of these applications back in Decenber, and so
we have to | ook at the conpletion of the
application to nake sure that the application --
And there's copies for reference on the table.

They include all the requirenents in terns of
information, data that's required as part of the
statutes and the rules. So the Comm ssion deens
those applications as bei ng conpl ete.

So as part of the due process we are
doi ng here tonight, we started at that point, from
Decenber. And the remaining tineline, so we are
neeti ng here tonight on the scope of the -- the
envi ronnmental assessnment. W are neeting tonorrow
virtually via WebEx. And the neeting tonorrow wth
t he Conmm ssion, about how to attend that, is al so
included in the notice.

After that we have the big
m | estones, and they are based on sone internediary
m | estones, but we -- we just took it to -- like a

high level finally. So there wll be an EA --

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com
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Environnental EA | think it is. The EA decision
in March, and Logan will talk about that. And then

t he actual environnental docunent later on in July.

And then we will be neeting nost
likely here. W like this venue and we'l |l propose
this to the judge and the judge w | perhaps agree.
So we'll be neeting here in August of this year.

And then follow ng that, the judge
wll be conpiling that report that | nentioned
about, the findings of fact, the concl usions of
| aw, and recommendati on, and submt that record in,
formally submt it to the Conmm ssion, in Novenber.

And then shortly after that, within
60 days, we will be -- or the Commssion wll be
nmeeting one -- one nore tinme in an open neeting,
open -- open fornmat at the Conm ssion's
headquarters in St. Paul to debate and -- and
decide on -- on an outcone for the -- for the
permt applications.

So there will be a comment peri od.
The comment period actually is open ever since
we -- we sent out this notice for the neeting in
Decenber, Decenber 26th, but the inportant date to
remenber is the deadline by which Logan is

expecting the comments because, again, the

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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comments -- | nean, we take comments regardl ess of
when you have comments here in the year's process,
and those comments go to the Conmm ssion.

And i f you have specific coments
about a -- the environnmental docunent, Logan wi ||

ask you to please send those comments to Logan.

And these are the -- the three ways that the
comments wll be received. Either you go online
and there is a |link where you can -- you can type

your conmments |ive once you get to that website, or
you can e-nail themto Logan, or you can use the
mai |, handwite or type themand -- and -- and mail
them t hrough the mail service.

And t hen when you do the comments, |

| may just ask you to please focus your -- your
comments on -- on sonme of the issues that the

Conmm ssion will deal with in the neeting noti ce.
Agai n, going back to the sane, what are -- what are
sone of the potential human and -- and

environnmental inpacts that you see bei ng caused by
this project, ways to mnim ze, avoid, mtigate

t hose inpacts. And then if you know there are
specific characteristics of the project that can
be -- can be avoided or mtigated, please go ahead

and identify all those.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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And then on the right side of the
page is nore information, additional sources of
i nformati on where you can find out nore about this
project. The comments, you can go into a project
specific website, this is a hot link, and you
can -- you can go in there and | earn about the --
the applications, you can | earn about nmjor
docunents.

And then if you want to find out
everyt hi ng about the record, you can visit the
Comm ssi on's edocket system which is an internal
filing system Once you go to the Conm ssion's
website, you will -- which is M gov/PUC, and then
you go to edockets, and there you have to enter the
docket nunmbers. Then for this project, the docket
nunbers are the three ones that are on the -- on
the front page, or 23-423 is for the solar, 24-283
is for the storage, and 23-425 pertains to the
transm ssion |ine.

And you can -- Sorry. You can
subscri be to the docket again by providing your --

your e-nmil address. When you subscri be, you

get -- every tine there's a new docunent bei ng
filed, you will get alittle notification, and you
can go in and see what that new filing is about.

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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And then there is also the contact.
So we have Logan Hicks here, and this is ne,
Cezar Panait. So you can e-mail ne or actually
phone ne.

So | just want to rem nd you that the
Conmi ssion is a neutral party to this by -- by
statute. W don't get involved into -- | nean,
personally. Even the staffers, we even |ist the
staffers and the comm ssioners thenselves. | don't
concern nyself wth the matters regardi ng the
nmerits of this project.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Who pays you?
Who pays you?

MR CEZAR PANAI T: The State of
M nnesot a.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Who pays you?

MR, CEZAR PANAI T: The State of
M nnesot a.

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: So you're
representing the State of M nnesota here?

VMR, CEZAR PANAI T: Yes, sir.

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: So you're not
i npartial .

MR, CEZAR PANAIT: Yes, | aminparti al

to the project because by statute and by rule --

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You're not
inmpartial. |If you're getting paid by the State of
M nnesota, you're not inpartial here.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: No, because there's
established law, there's statutes and rul es that
descri be precisely how these projects have to be --

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You're not
impartial in all this. You were brought into this
first instead of having somebody file and have you
file this neeting afterwards.

MR CEZAR PANAIT: That's --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: That's what
you woul d have done if you were inpartial. You're
not inpartial.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: | don't --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You all have

an agenda.

MR CEZAR PANAIT: | don't want to
speak for the applicant, but | know there is sone
outreach when the project reaches the -- the
| evel --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You're still
|'iable for what's going on here.
MR CEZAR PANAIT: So, like | said,

| -- 1 don't get involved into the nerits of the
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project. W have to analyze the facts and the data
that i s being provided, comments we receive from
peopl e |i ke you, agencies. W are not part of the
Depart nent of Transportation, the MPCA. So all the
state agencies, we are not --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Exactly.

You're not inpartial.

MR, CEZAR PANAIT: |I'm--

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: | don't hear
you - -

COURT REPORTER:  Excuse ne, sir. |I'm

going to ask that you cone to the podium and state
your nane and spell it, please.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Do | have to do
t hat now?

COURT REPORTER:  You have to --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Can | ask
questi ons now?

MR, CEZAR PANAI T: No. Just wait.
Sorry. Just wait.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You're just
rambl i ng on.

MR CEZAR PANAIT: | amdone. [|I'm
done. And then we have a project advisor,

Jacques Harvieux. He's back in the office and he
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alsois -- his jobis to help people |learn how to
get involved or when can they comment, when is ny
next opportunity, what is the filing that was just
made. So any questions about the process. And --
and -- so we can -- we can certainly attenpt to
answer those.

And as far as the nerits and as to
that, those nerits wll be analyzed by the
conm ssioners by |looking at the full docket. The
judge will be compiling and naki ng her
recommendat i ons, and the comm ssi oners
t hensel ves - -

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: How can the
merits be analyzed if you don't even know who
you're selling -- selling your energy to?

MR CEZAR PANAI T: No, that will be --
that will be divulged. That wll --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You're --
you're |l ooting our property rights on pure
specul ati on here on what you think you can nmake by
your investnent. That's what you're doing --

MR CEZAR PANAIT: W're not --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: -- by not
conpensati ng anybody locally. You think that's

funny. This isn't funny.
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MR CEZAR PANAIT: No, no. No, it's

not -- it's not funny. | nean, it's just we have

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: This is pure
specul ation on your part.

MR, CEZAR PANAI T: No, sir. No.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You said it
was speculation. You said -- you said you have
nobody to sell the project to yet.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: No, no, no. | said
| don't think they have a -- a business to sell the
power to, but that doesn't nmean they don't --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: \What am |
m sunder st andi ng here? W' re both speaki ng English
her e.

MR CEZAR PANAI T:  Yes.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You just said
you don't have anybody to sell the power to.

MR, CEZAR PANAIT: Yes.

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Correct?

MR M CAH REVELL: Are we supposed to
be doing Q and A right now?

MR, CEZAR PANAIT: Yeah, we'll go --

MR M CAH REVELL: It's supposed to

be on the record.
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MR. CEZAR PANAIT: Yeah, we'll go --
Yeah. So | think the calculation --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You're seeking
sonebody to buy the power that you propose to
create.

MR, CEZAR PANAIT: Yes.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Yes. That's
specul ati on.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: It's a state
agency, so the -- the Applicant will attenpt to
answer all those questions, if you nay.

Ckay. So wth that, we're right on
point. So the next itemon the agenda wll be to
tal k about project specific issues.

VMR M CAH REVELL: Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Mcah Revell. | am outside

counsel to NextEra Energy Resources and al so

Benton Sol ar, the Applicant here. You wll hear
very little fromme. | wll speak on the | egal
process specifically. I'mgoing to pass the -- the

m c here to Adam G aci a.

MR, ADAM GRACI A: (Good eveni ng,
everyone. M nane is Adam Gracia. |'ma senior
proj ect manager w th NextEra Energy Resources and

the project devel oper for Benton Sol ar.
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Next slide, please.

So this is the agenda that we're
goi ng to cover today; the overview of the Applicant
and the project as a whole. | will go through the
tineline and the benefits, excuse ne, and go into
the different portions of the project, the solar
project, the battery storage project, and the
transm ssion |ine.

Next slide, please.

So Benton Solar, LLC, is a wholly
owned, indirect subsidiary of NextEra Energy
Resources or NEER. NEER is the world's | argest
generator of renewable energy fromw nd and sun.
We're also an industry |l eader in battery storage.

The Benton Sol ar project is conprised
of solar generation facilities, a battery energy
storage system and a transm ssion |ine.

So the proposed project is |ocated
entirely in Benton County, M nnesota, specifically
in Mnden Townshi p, and is made up of three
conmponents: Solar generating facilities of 100
megawatt will generate clean, renewabl e energy in
the state of M nnesota. The battery energy sol ar
facility has a 100 negawatt, four hour energy sol ar

system It can store up to 400 negawatt hours of
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renewal energy generated by the solar facility and
it can al so charge the grid.

Both the solar and the battery
storage facility will share a half mle
transm ssion |line of 115 kV transmi ssion |ine,
which wll connect our collector substation to the
Great R ver Energy Benton County substation.

This transm ssion line is | ocated
entirely on private easenents. W're not utilizing
any public right-of-way for the project.

So here's a quick overview of the
project tineline. W submtted our application,
again, in Septenber of |last year. At the end of --
on Decenber 19th, the application was deened
conpl ete, as was nenti oned.

Qur next step, as we go through the
permtting process, wll be procuring major
equi pnent for the project in the first quarter of
this year. W expect a decision by the Public
Uilities Conm ssion by the end of this year, and
t hen construction would begin the second quarter of
2026. The project will be operational by the end
of 2027.

So there's a | ot of benefits that

cone with this project. There's a significant
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capital investnent in Benton County, so over $300
mllion for the solar storage project. During
construction there will be approximtely 150 to 300
tenporary construction jobs. Again, that wll be
in 2026 to 2027. There will be also two to three
full-tinme jobs to operate the facility.

Duri ng the construction period you'll
see an increase in |ocal business, and during the
entire life of the project will be annual paynents
to the | andowners who are hosting the
i nfrastructure. But beyond that, there's benefit
to the greater comunity, so we are paying a
production tax to the State of M nnesota -- sorry,
not to the State of M nnesota, but to Benton County
and to M nden Township. So we estinmate $200, 000 a
year in production -- solar production tax paynents
goi ng to Benton County and $50, 000 per year goi ng
to M nden Townshi p.

The battery storage project al so
provi des a w de range of benefits. |t provides
grid stability and reliability. W'Ill go alittle
bit nore in depth on the battery storage project in
t he com ng m nutes.

And then also involved will be |oca

organi zations. So we want to be a part of the
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conmunity in Benton County, and, you know, as we'l|l
show in our slides, we' ve been doing that for the

| ast couple of years and it's sonething we want to
conti nue doi ng.

Here's an overview of our prelimnary
site plan. So on the left you'll see solar
facilities, and the orange box on the left is the
battery storage facility. Those are going up in
the corner over here. So on the right is our
transm ssion line. So, again, it's a short half
mle transm ssion line |located entirely on private
| and.

Next slide, please.

The Benton Sol ar project wll
generate up to 100 negawatts of cl ean, renewabl e
energy. The site will utilize approximtely 600
acres for the photovoltaic panels, access roads,
and the coll ector substation.

The project will utilize a tracking
rack systemfor the sol ar panels, which neans they
wll track the sun throughout the day so they won't
al ways be facing the sane direction.

Next slide, please.

They w Il be connected via

underground 34.5 kilovolt collection lines. These
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lines carry the power that's generated fromthe
sol ar panels to our collector substation. The
coll ector substation will then step the power up
from34.5 kilovolts to 115 kilovolts and wll be
carried through the transm ssion |ine.

So the battery energy storage system
hel ps optim ze the way we -- the power grid
delivers electricity to custoners. So it hel ps
snoot hs out fluctuations in frequency and vol tage
and reduces energy | osses and waste. It reduces
sonme of the need for system upgrades to the grid
as a whol e and extends the hours a renewabl e energy
proj ect can operate. So, you know, during the --
during the day, the solar project is charging the
battery, and when the sun goes down, the battery
can di scharge that to the system

So the battery facilities are
conprised of |l arge containers which are filled with
racks of snaller battery cells. 1It's arelatively
small footprint for the anmount of energy it can
store. For this project it will be approximtely
176 containers. And, like | said, it stores power
and provi des energy when needed. So when energy
denmand is |l ow, the batteries can charge fromthe

sol ar project connected to the grid and can store
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that energy, and then when demand is high, it can
di scharge that energy to neet the current denmand.

And they are also |l ong-term
investnents. W expect the batteries to be
operating for the life of the solar project.

So our battery design w |
incorporate the latest National Fire Protection
Associ ation and Underwiters Laboratory safety
st andards which are, you know, key aspects for
safety. There are new codes and standards to
address all fire risks and mtigation in our
desi gn, and we take those into account in our
equi pnent procurenent, equi pnent sel ection, and our
actual construction and operation of the facility.

This includes a first responder
orientation and site-specific safety plans. So
we' ve already started that outreach with the | ocal
fire departnent and Benton County Energency
Managenent O fice. W provide a battery
orientation, which shows them exactly, you know,
what -- what the infrastructure |ooks |ike and we
talk through the fire safety and mtigations that
we have.

We al so have renpte nonitoring for

the battery storage facility, so we have a 24/7
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renote operations control center, which can nonitor
the status of every single battery cell and
identify nmultiple conditions as they cone.

Agai n, safety is our nunmber one
priority with our battery storage facilities. The
safety of our enpl oyees, neighbors, and the public
are always top of mnd for us. So, again, that
cones fromthe testing and the standards and the
codes that we need to neet as we procure the
equi pnent and install and construct the battery and
then al so through the Iife of the project's
oper ati on.

The | ast portion of the project is
the transm ssion line. So, again, this is a half
mle 115 kV transm ssion |line that delivers the
power generated by the solar project, the solar
battery project, to the point of interconnection.
That's the, again, the Benton County substati on,
whi ch 1s managed by NEER

The transm ssion |line, again, is
entirely on private easenents. The nmap that we
have over there shows where it's going from our
col |l ector substation straight into Geat River
Energy' s | arger substati on.

The actual structure height wll vary
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depending on the terrain as we cross the property
but wll not exceed 110 feet above the ground.
Here's a |list of some, but not all,
st akehol der outreach that we've done to date.
We' ve been developing this project for a few years
now. Qur focus has been on advi sing, educating,
and consulting wth the community on this project.
So, again, this is a list of sone of
t he agencies that we've reached out to, but not
all, and this is an ongoing effort. It doesn't end
here. It's sonething we will continue doing
t hrough t he devel opnent of the project, the
permtting, construction, and operation.
That's it. So thank you all for
com ng out. We |ook forward to working with
everyone here to nove forward with this project.
Again, | just want to highlight that
this is a significant capital investnent to the
county here; again, over $300 nmillion. There are
benefits to | andowners and snall busi nesses, to the
community as a whol e through our sol ar production
tax that we will pay, and there will be
envi ronnental benefits of, you know, bringing 100
megawatts of clean energy to the grid and hel pi ng

M nnesota neet their state goals for carbon free
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ener gy.

And like | said before, the comunity
engagenent that we shared before, that doesn't end
today, but it goes on through the life of this
project. W want to be a part of this comunity,
you know, for the entire 30-year l|life of the solar
pr oj ect.

Here's sone informati on on the
project. W have a website and e-nuil,
Bent onSol ar @hext er aenergy. com That al so has ny
cel | phone and ny personal e-mail if you would I|ike
to reach out to ne directly for any questions or
conments on the project.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you, Adam

As he said before, ny nanme is Logan
H cks. | work with the Departnent of Commerce. My
position is environnmental review nmanager, and what
| do there is | create the environnental assessnent
docunent that wll be review ng the project.

And 1'lIl go a little bit nore in
depth on that, but | just want to start out by
t hanki ng everyone for com ng out tonight.
Everybody com ng here hel ps nmakes ny job easier and
it wll help direct the focus of ny environnental

assessnment, which I'Il go over nore here in a bit.
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So just a quick rundown of everything
| want to go over tonight. The Departnent of

Commer ce, Energy Environnental Revi ew Anal ysi s,

that's my unit. 1'magoing to kind of cover what we
do. I'mgoing to talk a little bit about the
environnmental review that | -- you know, that I

wite for this.

Then we're going to tal k about how to
comrent on different things you would like to see
in the review, and then we can also finish with
questions or have a little Q and A session at the
end as wel |.

So the Departnent of Conmmerce is

tasked by the Public Uilities Conm ssion to

prepare an environnental assessnent. Now, this
envi ronmental assessnent is just a -- it's a
| engt hy environnental docunent. It will cover a

few different things, but the objective of the

envi ronnent al assessnent itself is to eval uate

potential human and environnmental inpacts. It

is -- it looks at different strategies to help |ike
avoid or mnimze -- mnimze or mtigate those

i mpact s.

The design is that it's supposed to

be a neutral third-party review of just, this is
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the project, this is what it will do to the
environnmental if it's put in place. And the idea
is that this is a docunent that is going to be
given to the PUC so they can make an i nforned
deci sion on should this go or should it not, right,
and what are the inpacts that are going to happen.
So the big reason we're here today is
for the public informati on scopi ng sessi on here.
W want to gather from everyone here the different
environnental factors that we shoul d be | ooking at.
If you | ook at the table over there,
there is a draft scoping decision and there's a
table of contents, if you would, there that kind of
covers the different environnental inpacts that we
| ook to standard, but, however, there's -- it's --
it's kind of a broad shot. W're kind of casting a
w de net there, and we really want to focus that in

on, you know, things you guys care about because

this is your community and this is -- you guys know
it better than, you know, us. | |ive an hour and a
hal f away so, you know, | want to know what you

guys think, I want to know what | shoul d be | ooki ng

at in this environnental review docunent.
So sone things to | ook at are |ike

different inpacts, like different things. Like if
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you notice, you know, there's a river or a creek
runni ng through there that we didn't see on the map
or sonething and you want us to call that out,
that's a good thing to bring up to ne, you know.

D fferent ways that we can strat -- different
strategies we can use to help like mtigate

i mpacts, you know, that would be adverse to you

fol ks; right.

If there's different things |ike
specific permt conditions that you would like to
see, you can reconmmend those and we'll take a | ook
at it. You know, anything that -- anything that
you guys notice that wasn't in the draft -- in the

application that you would like ne to | ook at, |

wll, you know, take that into consideration for
sure.

So, yeah, | will doa-- I'lIl do a
draft scoping decision, and that will cone out
when -- He -- he has the tineline there. | forget
exactly.

MR CEZAR PANAI T: Mar ch.

MR LOGAN HI CKS: March, March of this
year. That's when |I'll have the draft scoping
decision out and then in July I'll have the

envi ronnent al assessnent.
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So there's also a transm ssion |ine
associated with this, and transm ssion |lines, we
take route alternative suggestions with those. So
if it's going through sonething or over sonething
that, you know, you feel is going to be inpactful
negati vely, negatively inpactful, you can nake a
route alternative suggesti on.

Now, those -- the best way to do
those is to say, hey, it's going through this and
we're going to have to cut down a |l ot of trees, why
don't you put it through here and we won't have to
cut down so many.

Now, granted, that is an exanple. |
don't knowif this line is actually going to have
to cut down any trees. That's just an exanple.
The idea is that you present the inpact and present
the mtigative, you know, route alternative.

You can't -- you can just say, |
don't like it going there because | don't like it
going there, but that's not really mtigating any
sort of inpact; right. So it's best to have, you
know, a viable option there and nake sure that
it's also feasible. You know, you can't say, why
don't you go five mles west, ten mles south and,

you know, five mles east again; right. Like that
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doesn't nmke any sense; right.

So pl ease nake it feasible for us to
|l ook at, and it has to have a mtigative inpact,
i mpact mtigation.

So this is the way to comment t hat
Cezar kind of went over. There's the web address
there. You can e-mail ne. You can send ne a
letter in the mail. You can even -- Over there is

a conmment form You can trifold it and put a stanp

on it and it will go right to ne. But if you want
to fill it out tonight and | eave it here with ne as
well, I'll take those.

W wll also have the option to cone

up and speak at the end. You know, you can ask
questions or you can say, hey, this is how | feel
about things. You know, whatever you guys want to
do, how you want to get it to ne. You can do it
any way. You just can't call ne because it has to
be on the record, and we have the court reporter
here putting everything on the record today.

And just neke sure you have all those
comrents to ne by January 31st. That is -- you
know, just by the end of the day January 31st wl|
be great. If it cones in alittle later, that's

fine, you know, but try to be tinely with it,
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pl ease.

So sone conmmenting etiquette today.
Commenti ng and questions, anytine we're doing a
verbal , you know, questioning or commenting up
here, please just one person at atine. W'IlI| cal
you guys up. Please state and spell your nane
clearly so our court reporter can, you know, have
it witten down on the record.

Please |imt your comrents to a few
m nutes. W don't want, you know, 30-mi nute, you
know, filibusters going on here, please.

And al ways nmai ntain respect for
others. You know, everyone has different opinions,
everyone has different views. So no nane calling,
no j abbi ng at anybody, and please try to direct
your comments to the scope of the environnental
assessnent. You know, that's the main reason we're
here today, but, yeah, try to really focus on that.

All right. So with that, we wll
call sone people up. | don't think anybody signed
up on the paper.

Cezar, will you check, please?

MR, LOGAN HICKS: On the screen here
IS just sone topics to think about while you're --

you know, | guess in your head planning if you
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would |Ii ke to ask any questions or have any
comrent s.

Not hi ng, Cezar?

MR CEZAR PANAI T: No.

MR LOGAN HI CKS: AlIl right. So woul d

anybody |i ke to speak?

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: I would Iike
t o speak.

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: Pl ease cone up.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: | wuse this?

MR LOGAN HI CKS: Yes.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: M chael
Odent hal, O d-e-n-t-h-a-1I.

First question, how many of you live
by the proposed area? Any of you?

You said that you were going to be
part of the community. |Is that |like the | ong
di stance part or where is that? | nean, how are
you going to be part of the community. You' re not
part of this comunity.

MR ADAM GRACIA: So once it's
operational, we wll have two to three full-time
enpl oyees who are Next Era Energy Resources
enpl oyees who are going to be |iving and wor ki ng

her e.
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MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Local peopl e?
You're going to -- you're going to have | ocal
people in that facility, is what you' re sayi ng?

MR. ADAM GRACIA: Correct. Wirking --
wor ki ng as the operations and nai nt enance peopl e.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: \VWhat's really
insulting about all of this is you guys just cane
in, never spoke to any honeowners in the area,
never offered us any conpensation for what you know
is going to deval ue our properties. Not one of
you, especially you, (gestures) cane to our hones
and knocked on our doors and said, hey, this is
what we're proposing.

You just assuned that we're going to
roll over like a couple of these other guys did and
this is just all going to be all right. Correct?
That's just what you guys assumed. Well, that's
not the way it is.

What -- what's your expected
revenues? | nean, when this is up and running,
what are you going to be making on this
profit-wise? |'ma business owner. \Wat are you
going to be making in profit? Don't tell nme you
don't know. What is it? Throw ne a nunber.

VMR ADAM GRACI A: So we're still in
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ongoi ng negotiations for an off taker so we --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: OCh, cone on.
Conme on. |'m being honest with you here, be honest
wth nme.

MR ADAM GRACI A: | am

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: \What is your
nunber ?

MR ADAM GRACIA: | can't share that
at the nonent.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: O course you
can. O course you can.

MR, ADAM GRACI A: However - -

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Do you know
how much our hones are going to be deval ued? Three
to five percent because of you putting your stuff
in, and we were never even consul ted about this.

And you think this is funny, and you

as an attorney, you should know better than this.

This is going to a class action suit. It is.
Seriously.

You have -- you don't -- | just
don't understand how you -- how you believe we

don't deserve conpensation for what you guys are
going to be making mllion of dollars on. Wy is

that? You're part of the community; right? How do
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we not deserve that? You even -- even suggested
t hat .

Answer ? Nobody? No answers? You,
no answers?

MR ADAM GRACIA: Sir, in our

application we did a narket inpact anal ysis | ooking

at -- specifically at property val ues across from
M nnesota solar projects. W've gone -- there was
no --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Bal oney. Look
it up online. You go online, do a Google search,
and it's right online.

| don't care what you -- what you
guys say your project cane up wth. It's right
online. This is ridiculous.

So nmy phone here, | have all ny
nei ghbors on here. It says we are filing a class
action suit, send it. | just sent it. |'mnot
dealing with you guys.

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: Gkay. Anybody el se?

Yeah.

MR JEFFREY REED: Hi . My nane is
Jeffrey Reed. J-e-f-f-r-e-y, Re-e-d. | live at
7634 R Mtchel Court Northeast. It is a

devel opnment nei ghbor hood adj acent to the project.
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I just want to talk a little bit
about what it nmeans to ne and ny famly. | think
"1l just start with what we call our place. W
call it the Geen Ranch. |It's supposed to be the
pl ace where we live forever. M son will be born
in anmnth fromnow, and | want to raise himthere
and maybe have nore kids too. It will be a dream
that this property stays in our famly forever.

And it's an amazing place to |ive.
W love it. W've invested our |lives and our
careers into this place. Qur nortgage is a really
good decent paynent. And, you know, the
devel opnment out there, these are really nice houses
and this -- and this is where we see ourselves. |
can't speak for everyone, of course, but ny wfe
and I, this project is harnful to us.

W -- we chose to build out there
because of the beautiful, pristine wlderness and
the wildlife, and we love -- we |love the way it
| ooks as it is. W l|love the country feel of the
trees and -- and everything. And we certainly
didn't want or need an infrastructure like this to
be out there . It will inpact us. W will see it
in our drive fromand everywhere we go. W'Il| see

it when we're taking our dog out for a wal k.
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Yeah. So, | nean, it -- it's a big
deal, and | know everyone kind of feels this way
and it was a huge -- a huge surprise when this came
about .

Anyway, as far as sone suggestions
here, | -- you know, ny first preference would be
that it not take place at all or that it would be
far away fromus, but with a conmpany of this
stature and the interests of the governnent and the

capital gains here, it's probably going to happen;

ri ght?

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: 1It's not going
t o happen.

MR JEFFREY REED: | hope not.

MR- M CHAEL ODENTHAL: 1It's not going
t o happen.

MR JEFFREY REED. | certainly hope
not .

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: 1It's not going
t o happen.

MR JEFFREY REED: But installing
sone kind of a fence, you know, a hill or a berm

wth trees planted around i npacted property owners
woul d be extrenely reasonabl e and an absol ute

expectation. | would be pretty disappointed in
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government officials if something |like that wasn't
expected of this -- this conpany.

And in addition to that, as this
gentl eman nentioned, it's going to inpact our
property's value. It just will. There's -- The
research that you're pointing out is illegitinmate,
because if you were to be buying a property,
| ooking at one with a solar farmright next to it
versus one that doesn't have a solar farmright
next to it, that would be a definite con if you're
| ooking to buy a hone. And so sone type of
financial conpensation seens nore than fair, and ny
first request would be that we weren't in that

Ssituation at all.

But, yes, | hope that governnent
officials and -- and fol ks here protect us. And
l'"'mhere -- I'mhere just sharing ny thoughts and

feelings, and | hope they're considered in the
ongoi ng devel opnent and managenent of this permt,
this project. Thank you.

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you. Wbuld
anybody else |like to comment ?

MS. TAMARA SELL: M nane is Tanara
Sell, and we live in the old Gene Ml eski

(phonetic) place, and we've been there for five,
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al nost six years, and chose it for sone of the very
sane reasons you did wth your famly. And I can
synpat hi ze that you feel the sanme way. And also |
am part of the frustration and, frankly, anger that
this has been thrust upon us.

And | have sone questions and things
today just to point out. |In speaking with ny
I nsurance agent today, those of you who have the
opportunity to have these panels on your |and, you
wll need to be insured, and i nsurance, which as we
all know, is a nightnmare al ready, because of the
val ue of the equipnent.

And | would like to know how this is
going to affect our taxes, which are already
extrenely high. 1|'mconcerned about the property
val ue decreasing, and if that's sonething that none
of you feel is going to be an issue, | would like
to see proof of that.

And | al so do wonder with ny whol e
heart if any one of you would be willing to be in
this sane situation and not be concerned if you
woul d be okay with parking your famlies right up
to whatever kind of radiation is going to be
emtted fromthese battery storage facilities. W

haven't heard anythi ng about em ssions or the
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cadmumand lead that's going to be running in --
you know, run off into our soil and our water.

The inpacts to our environnent, which
is -- you know, | don't know how the deer hunters
are going to feel when there's no deer left.
There's birds and we have sone God-awful turtle
that scares the heebi e-jeebies out of me because he
lives in ny back yard, and all of these kinds of
t hi ngs.

' m curious about what kind of
batteries are going to be used, like | said, and
t he em ssi ons.

I'd li ke to know how many of these
| arge energy plants exist. Do they exist in
M nnesota? A little bit nore about the conpany
that's overseeing this project. And if these |arge
energy plants exist, do they usually come in
junction in with a battery storage facility; does
that exist. Wat have been sone of the
ram fications of all of that.

' m curious about the construction
jobs and who will enploy them Are these going to
be contractors or are they going to be enpl oyees of
the state? Wo's going to be running around in ny

front yard for the next year? 1'd |like to know.
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We all have famlies and | think that could be a
safety issue as well.

And this road that we just paved with
our taxes to have done, is going to be where all of
these big cranes are com ng through, and why did we
do it last sumer if this is going to come through
and tear it up now. That doesn't make sense to ne
ei t her.

Thi s $200, 000 tax benefit, is that
goi ng to these peopl e who have this equi pment on
their land or -- or howis that going to be
al |l ocated; you know, how that gets disbursed.

And |'m al so curious, the -- the
people that did sign these | eases, what -- it seens
to be a couple | andowners that own a | ot of these
parcels that got to nmake this even a possibility to
get pushed this far. So I'd |like to know how
di sbursenent of that goes. |If there is just one
| andowner that owns the najority of these parcels,
if there's sone sort of -- You know, we can find
out | egal ways too, but --

MR MCAH REVELL: Ma'am if | can
just stop you for a second.

MS. TAMARA SELL: Sure.

MR M CAH REVELL: We're happy to
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answer those questions. W're having trouble
witing themall down.

MS. TAMARA SELL: Ckay.

MR M CAH REVELL: So maybe we can
take themin sequence. | think Adam has got the
majority of them but nmaybe a refresher if we mss
sone in responding. That would be hel pful too.

M5. TAMARA SELL: Here you go. ' ve
never used one of these. Do | need to turn it off?

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: No. You can just
set it down. Thank you.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: |"ve got a
question. Mchael again. Wy this area? Wy here
in a residential nei ghborhood? Wy? There's
t housands and t housands of bare acres. Wy?
Because of those guys right there? Because they --
they signed off? |Is that what it was?

I nmean, did you guys go |like door to
door trying to find a spot for this project and
| and on a few people that would sign off? | nean,
why this area? Wiy in a residential neighborhood?
Li ke that guy said, there's all kinds of brand-new,
beauti ful hones built on the other side of the road
and you're going to destroy their lives, their hone

val ues, and everything else. Wy this area?
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MR. ADAM GRACI A: So a coupl e of
factors go into site selection; all right. So one
of the --

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: No, no, no.
Don't -- don't go into the jargon. Wy this area?
There's any kind of other area, anywhere in the
state of M nnesota, where there's nobody around
that you could have put this project. Wy did you
choose this particul ar area?

MR, ADAM GRACIA: So this project was
sited here due to solar resource, so we anticipate
getting --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Oh, so the sun
shines here. Solar resource, is that science?

MR. ADAM GRACI A: That's the first
factor. M nim zing environnental i npacts,
havi ng - -

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: But you're not
m ni m zi ng environnental inpacts here.

And you guy over here, how nany birds
a year are killed by solar panels? Birds that fly
into sol ar panels, the hot -- the hot sol ar panels.
Have you | ooked that up?

MR. LOGAN HICKS: | can for you.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Ckay. Go ahead

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar Project - Sauk Rapids - 1-14-25

51

and | ook it up.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: GOkay. Right now?

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: And on top of
that, why this area?

MR, ADAM GRACI A: So anot her key
factor for the site location is the proximty to
the point of interconnection. So the Benton County
subst ati on has capacity for the 100 negawatts of
solar that we're trying to construct. The half
mle transm ssion line --

MR- M CHAEL ODENTHAL: So is Benton
County -- is Benton County the one that absol ved
you guys into choosing this site? So, again, you
chose this site; correct?

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Yes, sir. The fact
t hat --

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: \Why? There's
all kinds of other properties everywhere else. Wy
here? Wiy next to a residential nei ghborhood?
This is ridicul ous.

And then not -- not to offer or talk
to anybody, just cone in and |like you're going to
fly under the radar until somebody blew this up,
and all of a sudden you guys had to have a neeting

here in front of us.
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MR, ADAM GRACI A: No, sir, that was
not our intention. W had to --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Oh, bal oney.
It was too your intention because you did it that
way. That's how you did this. It was your
i ntention.

All of you, shane on you. Shanme on
you. You're -- you're going to |lose your smle
Shane on you

This is our neighborhood. This is
our properties. This is our livelihood. W have

hundr eds and hundreds of thousands of dollars into

our properties. You guys will mke mllions and
mllions and mllions of dollars on your property
and you will give us nothing for that. That's

ri di cul ous.

And you, as an attorney, know exactly
where this is going. Exactly where this is going.
Shane on all of you.

MS. TAMARA SELL: I --

MR ADAM GRACI A: Ma'am 1'd like to
answer your questions.

MS. TAMARA SELL: Ckay. | do have
one |last thing to add to ny list and then I'Il be

done.
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I''m concerned about also that -- the
fire hazard or explosion risk of these -- these
control batteries. | know we had to pay extra for

being nine mles away fromthe fire station with a
cedar shake roof. So I know these -- this is
out si de of that risk range.

And we' ve al so repl aced our roofs a
bunch of tines. W get a lot of storns. Everybody
in Mnnesota does. So are these -- are these
plants also -- is there an explosion risk if we

have lightning storns and storns |ike we've had in

this county for the last -- And -- and if they
bl ow, how -- how far -- how far is -- is the inpact
of that?

MR, ADAM GRACI A: Thank you, nma' am
Do you mnd if | still go down the list that you
t al ked about here?

MS. TAMARA SELL: Yeah.

MR. ADAM GRACI A: So on the property
taxes, on your question, so the -- the taxes that
we're paying to the county is a solar production
tax for putting our infrastructure on that
property. So we are paying -- we nake an annual
paynent to the tax assessor for Benton County.

They -- however they use that tax dollars is just
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how t hey woul d use property tax doll ars.

So by putting this infrastructure on
there, we are adding to the tax base for Benton
County and M nden Townshi p, so we don't expect any,
you know, inpact or any increase on your property
taxes for what we're installing.

MS. TAMARA SELL: Al right. Al --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Wy -- why is
no one from Benton County here?

MR ADAM GRACI A:  Sorry?

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Why is no one
from Benton County here?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You have three
of us back here. Four of us.

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: G eat.
Congr at ul ati ons, guys.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So we si gned
decl arations --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: How cl ose do
you live to this?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER | actually
live right in town here so.

MR ADAM GRACI A: l'd like to --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: I live |like

five blocks this way.
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MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Exactly.

COURT REPORTER:  You can't have
peopl e just tal king --

MR LOGAN HI CKS: Sure. |If we can
have the inner talking for after, you know, this is
done because this is all on the record and our
court reporter needs to nmake sure everything gets
on the record, please. Thank you.

MS. TAMARA SELL: And is that $200, 000
also, is that if --

COURT REPORTER Pl ease cone up to

the podiumif you're going to speak.

MR ADAM GRACI A: | think your
question was, wll that noney go towards the roads
that are used for construction. [1'll answer that

questi on now.

So, you know, prior to starting
construction, we're going to enter into a witten
agreenent with the county. W are going to assess
the status of the roads prior to bringing this
equi pnent on the road and the conpany will be
| i able for any danages or upgrades that are
required to those roads to support our
construction.

I think your next question was on
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construction jobs and who will enploy them So our
intention for this project is to use |ocal union

| abor for the project. W are in the process of
selecting a general contractor right now That is
our intention for construction.

MS. TAMARA SELL: Do those
contractors -- (Court reporter is unable to hear
the comments.) So they wll be contractors --

MR ADAM GRACI A: For the
construction. So the full-tinme maintenance and
operation will be enpl oyees.

M5. TAMARA SELL: kay.

MR. ADAM GRACI A:  So your question
about |l arge energy facilities. So NextEra Energy
Resources has been investing in Mnnesota since
2000. Right now we have two operational wind sites
that are Lake Benton Wnd and Wal |l eye Wnd. W
have one solar site, Marshall Sol ar, and one
battery storage site in the state of M nnesota.

You know, nati onw de we enpl oy --
nati onwi de we have over two gigawatts of battery
storage at 36 operational battery storage sites.

So we do have a | ot of experience in
constructing and operating these sites safely and

effectively.
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MS. TAMARA SELL: Have t here ever been

any that have both of these capacities at the sane
tine? Are the solar and the battery typically
separate or do your other facilities have both of
them at the sane tine?

MR. ADAM GRACI A: That's a great
question. So we are starting to add battery
storage to sone of our existing sites. So existing
w nd sites are adding a battery storage side and
exi sting solar sites are adding battery storage. A
| ot of projects now that we're devel oping are
projects that have solar and storage in conjunction
or wnd and storage in conjunction.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: So the answer
is no?

M5. TAMARA SELL: No.

MR, ADAM GRACIA: |1'd have to get an
answer for you on that.

MS. TAMARA SELL: So this is an
experinment. This has never been done before? The
answer i s no?

MR ADAM GRACIA: That is -- that is
not true.

MS. TAMARA SELL: It could be. Ckay.

MS. KELLIE KRAFT: Kellie Kraft from
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part of our engineering construction team W do
have sonme sites in our organization that are both
solar and energy storage. | do not have the exact
nunber for you, but there have been several already
constructed and i n operation.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: How | arge --
how | arge of sites? And is this site |larger or
smal | er?

MS. KELLI E KRAFT: Probably about this
size. It's --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Probably?

MS. KELLI E KRAFT: I woul d have to
get the exact dinensions.

MS. TAMARA SELL: That woul d be
information that | think if it was true you would
have. And I would like -- | would |like the names
and the location and the size of those, please, for
t he record.

MR. ADAM GRACIA: And then in terns of
the types of battery and the hazards associ at ed
wth them Josh, are you able to speak to that?
Josh Adans, he's our battery safety expert.

MR JOSH ADAMS:  Yeah, Josh Adans.
I'"'mthe fire and safety expert for battery energy

st or age.
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So these are going to be a lithium
ion technol ogy. These cells and systens go through
various | evels of vigorous safety testing. So they
are all conpliant with the National Fire Protection
Associ ati on, NFPA-855, which is the standard for
the installation of energy storage systens.

NFPA- 855 further requires that all of the equi pnent
installed in energy storage facilities need to be
listed on UL-9540.

UL- 9540 requires that all battery
energy storage systens be tested to 9540A.

UL- 9540A is a nethod of forcing a worst case
scenari o situation by actually causing an

envi ronnmental inpact and anal yzi ng how t he system
does at isolating and containing those events.

And all of our systens have been
shown that in the event of runaway, they will be
isolated to the container in which they occurred.
They will not spread. They wll not explode. They
w ||l not put anybody in danger.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: | have a
question for you. Mchael again. Do | need to
stand up here?

Are these the sane type of batteries

that burned up the cars on the ship that went down?
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They lit the ship on fire and it went down in the
ocean. Are these the sane type of batteries those
were that were guaranteed not to do that?
MR JOSH ADAMS: | don't know exactly
what technol ogy was on that ship, but those
were not operational energy storage systens that
have fire safety systens integral to their design.
MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Qur fire

departnent don't have any systemto (i naudible).

MR JOSH ADAMS:  |'m not an expert on
cars.

MS. TAMARA SELL: And in these worst
case scenarios, what type of -- what type -- |like
what is the -- what is the worst care scenario that

they're testing for? It can't be |like everything.
MR JOSH ADAMS: Well, they -- they
over spin it into a runaway. So they actually
force the worst case scenario to happen and then
they assess the design of the system and how wel |
t hat design prevents that worst case scenario from
spreading to the next cell, the next nodul e, the
next container; right?
It anal yzes what the overall results
are when the worst case scenari o happens, right,

and so that's where these systens are desi gned and
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tested to prove that in the event, in the rare
event of a runaway, you wll not have any
propagation to any of the nei ghboring contai ners.
And then that way we just allow it to term nate
itself and we keep people safe as our top priority.

MS. TAMARA SELL: And that includes
the line that's associated with this as well? |Is
that tested in the sane way? Wat happens to the
line if there's an expl osi on?

MR JOSH ADAMS: So the lines -- the
lines and all their connections get tested. So
that will be nore under Rule 9540. It does require
that the installation of the lines be tested and
that they be tested for their short circuit
anperage. So they are all tested and anal yzed for
safety.

So the testing for the |ines would be
a different type of testing than what you woul d do
on the actual battery cells thensel ves because it's
not -- you know, you have a copper |ine versus, you
know, a cell, so they're going to react differently
in a worst case scenario, so they are tested
differently, but they all follow those vigorous
safety standards.

MS. TAMARA SELL: And t hese batteries
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are all the sane |level as the other facilities that
you -- |like nore powerful or have nore -- you know,
nore storage units or --

MR JOSH ADAMS: | nean, battery
technology is inproving significantly as -- as
years go by, so technology is ever changi ng, but
wth that is also the codes and standards that
regul ate the safety testing and requirenents for
all these batteries.

And so relative to, say, ol der
systens, these are going to be significantly safer
because they have a | ot nore safety standards, they
have a | ot nore regulations, as well as just
manuf acturi ng processes have i nproved over tine
just to make sure that these things are being
manuf actured in a much nore consi stent, safer
manner .

MS. TAMARA SELL: Okay. And
em ssi ons, what does that | ook |ike for

environnental, all of that?

VMR, JOSH ADAMS: Well, | nean, as far
as during operation, there -- there are no
em SsSi ons. That's kind of the idea about it. It's

cl ean energy, it's green energy. There are --

MS. TAMARA SELL: There's no em ssi ons
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at all? No em ssions?

MR JOSH ADAMS: No. I nmean,
basically a battery is a DC system right, and
el ectromagneti c frequencies cone from AC signal s
and r adi of requencies, so you're going to have
conmmuni cati on devices on site, but that's no
different than what you al ready have existing in
electrical infrastructure that it has already right
NOw.

MS. TAMARA SELL: But we just don't
have this type of infrastructure in our private
honmes, but now we're going to have infrastructure
that is significant and -- and maybe even hasn't
been done before. So do we know what they think
about EMFs and -- and how dangerous this coul d
potentially be?

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: W actually have a
handout in the back there if you would |i ke to read
about it.

MS. TAMARA SELL: | did. That's why
| asked the questi on.

MR JOSH ADAMS: There's no -- there's
no risk of EMF. You're never going to get any nore
EMF out of a battery versus the EMF that you're

going to get out of a substation.
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MS. TAMARA SELL: So for the record,
no risk of EMs fromthis project; right?

MR JOSH ADAMS: There is -- there is
no risk to the surroundi ng areas of any EM-.

M5. TAMARA SELL: How far?

MR JOSH ADAMS: | don't have an exact
nunber .

MR. LOGAN HICKS: |If you have nore
questions, we'll get to them | just want to
scan - -

MS. TAMARA SELL: That's okay.

MR LOGAN HI CKS: -- the rest of the
roomto see if there's anybody el se who would |ike
t o speak.

Thank you. Make sure you state your
nane for the record.

MR MTCHLITFINN M nanme is Mtch

Litfin. 1 live at 7635 R M tchel Court Northeast,
and | i ke ny neighbors, I'mnot for your project,
but what | am asking for as a reasonabl e person is

that you mtigate the visual inpact, because when
| look out ny window right now, | have farmfields
and woods, and | don't want to see this; okay?

|*ve had dealings wth you before and

you told ny wife, that's unfortunate you chose to
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live there. That's what you said to us in a
crowded room So that shows --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: They're part of
our conmmunity.

MR MTCHLITFIN. And | am part of
the community. And |I'm al so asking that you give
all the fire departnents in the area training and
you gi ve them noney for training; okay?

| also want to know, how rmuch water
does it take to put one of those batteries out?
Let's say that whole thing gets on fire. How nuch
wat er does it take to put one out?

MR, JOSH ADAMS: This is Josh Adans
again. Zero, because we specifically advise the
fire departnents to not apply water to a battery
energy storage systemif it catches on fire.

MR MTCHLITFIN. So how do you
termnate it?

MR JOSH ADAMS:  You allowit to
termnate itself. As | just explained, these
things are tested and contained in such a way that
it does not spread to any of the nearby containers.
So at that point we're not worrying about saving
the battery in that one container. The only thing

that we care about is the safety of the personnel
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and t he surroundi ng areas.

MR MTCH LITFIN. Good. Gkay. Thank
you. That's all 1 have.

M5. RACHEL STUCKEY: H . Good
evening. M nane is Rachel Stuckey, and I amthe
executive director of the M nnesota Conservative
Energy Forum and |' m appearing on behalf of this
organi zati on and our program naned the Land &

Li berty Coalition.

We operate in all 87 counties in the
state, and we're a statew de educati on nonprofit
organi zati on and advocate for all of the above
mar ket - based approach to energy, focusing on val ues
li ke affordability, property rights, personal
st ewar dshi p, and j ob grow h.

And in general we support just
getting nore energy on the grid. W can't do it
wth all renewables. W can't do it wth all of
what we have right now. W just want nore energy
to stabilize the grid.

And so | can at |east speak to a
coupl e of the questions that have cone up just
t hrough our work as a nonprofit. W're in the
field, as | said, in all the counties.

As far as the roads, a |lot of tines
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conpani es actually inprove the roads, if that nakes
sense. So sone of the township roads, you know,
are kind of older and that kind of thing --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: We just got our
road i nproved. W just paid taxes to have our road
i mproved. We don't need the road past that
proposed site i nproved.

MS. RACHEL STUCKEY: Ckay. So that's
fine. I'mjust saying if the roads are damaged --

MR- M CHAEL ODENTHAL: |'m just saying
the road is not damaged.

MS. RACHEL STUCKEY: In certain
counties, they are left better than they were
bef or e.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Perfect.

MS. RACHEL STUCKEY: Geat. And then
t ownshi ps and counties can al so enter into road use
agreenents actually as part of the project, and
we' ve seen counties drive a hard pardon wth them
And so from what we've seen, they worked really
well with -- with the |ocal townships specifically
and counties to nmitigate concerns and everythi ng
so. And that's across nultiple devel opnents, too,
so different forns of energy. So yeah.

And then | think you asked about the
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property -- or the tax inpact. At |east part of
it, I think they nentioned the production taxes,

80 percent, it all goes directly locally, which is
positive. But then 80 percent goes to the county
and 20 percent to the township. So that stays

ri ght here.

And so we've seen counties too,
because of certain projects, be able to freeze
property taxes for a few years or invest in their
| ocal buildings and infrastructure and parks and
t hat kind of thing.

So just wanted to address sone of the
i mpacts. Thank you.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Not once did
you express that you were a homeowner in all of
this, this little speech that you gave here. Wat
about the honmeowners in all this? Everybody is
getting this, everybody is getting that. W aren't
getting nothing fromyou people. Nothing.

MR LOGAN HHCKS: Sir, if you could

come up.

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: No, |'m not
standing up there again. It's a silly little gane
her e.

We're getting nothing fromyou
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peopl e. Zero, except deval ued properties and a
bunch of BS. That's all we're getting fromyou
guys peri od.

Four of ny nei ghbors just called back
and filed on the suit, by the way, within the | ast
15 m nut es.

You think this is funny, and you
little guy up there, and | believe his story what
you said to him | do. | can see it in him | see
it like I"'msitting here.

So what ever kind of nmalarky you guys
have going on and all you people sitting over here,
good luck to you all. Good luck to you all.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Agai n, anybody el se?

MR ED POPP: | would just like to say
on behal f of Benton County that because this is
nore than one negawatt, the county has no --

MR LOGAN HICKS: Sir, could you state
your nane, please?

MR. ED POPP. Ch, Ed Popp, Benton
County Conmm ssi oner

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you.

MR. ED POPP: The county has really
no say in this because the Public Utilities

Conm ssion does this. This is actually the second
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one that's gone in in Benton County. There's one
north of Rice on -- between H ghway 110 and - -

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You -- you're
representing us in Benton County.

MR ED POPP: Right.

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: You're not
representing them VWhy in the hell are you rolling
over to them --

MR LOGAN HICKS: Sir, | would just
li ke to ask that we have one speaker at a tine.

MR ED POPP: W didn't roll over.
They cane to us at the begi nning, and then when you
| ook at the process, there is not a |lot that Benton
County can do except --

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Say no.

MR ED POPP: No, we can't say no. W
cannot say no to that. W mtigate road damage.

We had a | ot of questions for them when they cane

about it.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: They're still
her e.

MR ED POPP: This is the second
one -- the second process that |'ve been through.

The ot her one was up by Langol a Townshi p up nort h.

The sane rules apply to both of them that you
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cannot -- |ocal officials cannot say no to the
Public Utilities Conm ssion, and | think you can
attest to that. W can --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: How do you
call it public utilities when they're profiting off
of our lots? How can you call it public utilities?

We're getting nothing. W're getting nothing from

this.

MR. ED POPP: The Public Uilities
Comm ssion, fromwhat | understand, does not profit
fromthis.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: They're not
profiting?

MR. ED POPP: They're not.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: They nake a
profit. Cone on.

MR, ED POPP: These guys are fromthe
state and --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: All these
peopl e on payroll here wouldn't be sitting here if
there wasn't huge profits involved with this.

MR ED POPP: Well, | don't know about
that, but there has to be -- there has to be a
process, and the process is controlled by the State

of M nnesota, the Public Uilities Conmm ssion, and
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we do not have a say in it.

There is sone benefits to the county
as you're seeing; you know, a couple hundred
t housand dol |l ars, and the county w |l probably use
that for tax relief.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Bal oney.

MR LOGAN HHCKS: Sir, I'"'mgoing to
ask that you just -- you know, you have to pl ease
be quiet at your seat. |If you want to participate,

you're nore than wel conme to cone up and speak on
the record but, | nean, you're injecting when
ot hers are speaki ng.

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Am | not on
record? |I'mon the record. Thank you.

MR LOGAN HCKS: | would -- | would
prefer if you cane up and --

MR- M CHAEL ODENTHAL: | just don't
l'i ke this nalarky going on where he stands up here
and tells us nobody is nmaking noney. These guys
are all sitting here, |ooking around, |ike you're
here for free. You're all here for free; right?

MR ED POPP: | was just telling how
t he county --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Sure he was.

MR. ED POPP. They worked -- they
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worked with us, the county, before they even
started, and fromthe research and the stuff that |
know, the Public Utilities Comm ssion controls it.
It's not the county. It's not the Departnment of
Devel opnent .

And there is sone benefits to the
county and to the townshi p down the road and for
t he next 45 years, you know, from what
| under st and.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: It benefits the
val ue of our properties? That's a benefit to us?

MR. ED POPP. The only way that it's
goi ng to deval ue your properties is if people sell
them and | eave to a different area and the property
goes unsol d.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: W have to see
this for the rest of our lives now

MR, ED POPP: | don't --

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: We have no
option. W shouldn't have noved there; right?

MR ED POPP: No. That's -- that's --
| nmean, the other part is that | think the county
board believes it's going on private property.
These people are getting a fair anount of rent per

acre.
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MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Sure they are.
Yep.

MR ED POPP: And we're not in the
busi ness of telling people that have owned this
property for, you know, 30, 40, 50 years, that you
can't do wth your property what you want, and
that's kind of howit is.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Really? So if
| want to put a pole barn up on ny property, | have
to get perm ssion fromyou guys; correct?

MR ED POPP: Correct.

MR. M CHAEL ODENTHAL: So how does
t hat i npact ny nei ghbor?

MR ED POPP: Well, I --

MR M CHAEL ODENTHAL: How does t hat
i npact ny neighbor if | put a pole barn up?

MR ED POPP: Well, we have the
Depart nent of Devel opnent goals --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Exactly.
Exactly. That doesn't -- that doesn't deval uate
ny nei ghbor's property.

MR ED POPP: | was just trying to
expl ain where the county sits on this. W don't
want to have to tell property owners what they can

and can't do with their property. So if your
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nei ghbor chooses to put up solar panels on there --

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: It's not --

MR ED POPP: -- that's his right.
It's going to generate electricity. |It's also
goi ng to generate, you know, econoni c devel opnent
for the county and they'll spend the noney
countywi de, do different things that help the
econony of Benton County, but it's not part of the
county's say on whether we should do that so.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: Ckay. Let nme
ask you one qui ck question then. What about --

MR, LOGAN HICKS: Sir, you can ask him
a question after.

MR, M CHAEL ODENTHAL: No, | want to
ask you about a feed |lot. Wat about a feed lot?

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: Hey, this is not
pertaining to the scoping or anything. This is
very nmuch a different conversation, so we're going
to nove on.

I's there anybody el se who has any
comments, any questions, anything pertaining to the
envi ronnental assessnent that would like to come up
and put on the record?

Yes, cone right up here.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN:. Hello. Good
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evening. M nane is Jaclyn Litfin, L-i-t-f-i-n,
and I'ma resident within the rural area which this
solar field is going into.

| can certainly resonate and
understand all the different perspectives that
we're hearing tonight. | think you can tel
there's a lot of enption froma |lot of individuals,
and hopefully you can understand where we're all
com ng fromand the very heartfelt nessage that
we' re sharing tonight.

Simlar to what M. Reed has said,
Benton County is ny hone. You know, it's where |
chose to take root. You know, when we first cane
out to our property before we built, | renenber ny
husband | ooki ng out and sayi ng, hey, can you
picture it. You know, we're | ooking out over the
road and there's farmfields on all four sides of
our property.

You know, when | think about a
project like this, this is a 25- to 30-year
project. That's ny lifetinme in this hone. You
know, we built this hone to be our forever hone,
and that will be pretty much the entirety of what,
you know, our active |life be.

So just sone of the things that |
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want to be taken into consideration for the
envi ronmental aspect of it. Environnental, you
know, it enconpasses so nany things. It's the air
quality, it's the free space, it's the roads around
us, it's the water, it's the soil. Al those
different conplexities, and each one of those has
an i npact on our health.

| guess ny concern -- ny nunber one
concern is conmng from you know, | hear all the
research and the studi es and the nunbers bei ng
thrown out, and | appreciate that and thank you for
bringing that information. But ny other concern is
that, you know, there's really not a | ot of
| ong-term studi es about the new technol ogy to
really tell us 30 years fromnow, you know, if |
stay in ny hone and I'm w thin what ever radius that
you say is safe today, is there going to be
long-termhealth inpacts fromthat. So ny concern
is, we just don't know.

And -- and | think you guys have

confortably said that. Fromwhat | was reading, a
lot of it says researchers are still looking into
this. W're still |ooking at these studies if

there is an actual cause and effect rel ationship.

We're still looking for nore than just a weak
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association; right?

So the reality is, we don't know
those long-termeffects, and I'mreally hopi ng when
you' re doi ng your environmental assessnent and when
you're considering mtigation strategies, that sone
of those things that you're thinking about woul d be
I ncreased di stances fromthat residential area.

You know, there aren't -- when you
| ook at the map, as far as our houses are, there's
a lot of space that you could nmaybe avoid
putting it. You know, nmaybe it's underground wres
and it's not the -- the overhead wres. You know,
iIs there increased distancing that you can do for
t he sake of being good neighbors to all of us that
are living within this nei ghborhood and know ng
t hat, you know, you really don't know and you
really can't say with 100 percent accuracy that we
won't have sone type of i npact.

You know, we've heard sone peopl e
tal k about the fire, you know, concerns, and | hear
what you're saying with the technol ogy, but | know
in your application it tal ks about energency action
pl anni ng around fires.

We know | ocal ly there have been a few

fires in the fields around us, and so those are
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really inmportant considerations that we're worri ed
about as a nei ghborhood. WId fires across the
nati on and the inpact of snoke and dust that we're
experiencing and the risk to air quality in our

ar ea.

The other thing I'mwonderi ng about
and we haven't tal ked about is in doing sone of the
research, they talk a | ot about sone of the hot
spots of solar panels and solar fields have caused,
and in a lot of studies, you know, from Germany
where solar is widely spread, and you see an
increase in tenperature around that |ocal area.

You know, just being considerate about that, you
know.

And |'ve heard sone of the others
speak about, we need to go for wal ks, we've got
gardens, we -- we enjoy our green spaces. W noved
there for that reason. And so, you know, if we're
tal ki ng about | ong-term environnmental inpacts, is
t hat sonet hing we should be worri ed about and have
we | ooked at that in -- in our area.

" mjust thinking about, you know,
again, it's not really just the visual nuisance.

If you think about that environment again, it

really is a way of life, it's not just the
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aesthetics. It's our livelihood. You know, again,
it's where a | ot of us have built our hones. W're
really invested in our |local comunity, and | think
what we're really asking, the bottomline is,
hopefully you guys will be good nei ghbors to us.
We're neat and tidy and clean. W' re expected to
not have piles of debris around, all kinds of
different things, but we're hoping that that can be
reci procated by you comng into our conmunity and
bei ng a good nei ghbor with us and working with us
as wel | .

I think sonme of the others have
menti oned, you know, sone of the different nodes of
covering it. You know, it can't be avoi ded and
you' ve got to have these panels, how are you goi ng
to shield themfromall of us? And really, can you
build a bridge, a high bridge, and put tall pine
trees that wll fully block our view

You know, as | nentioned when all
phases of this project is done, our cul-de-sac wll
be surrounded, you know, so no nmatter which w ndow
| look out, that's what our view will be, and that
was not the view that we envi sioned when we got
engaged on our property and then married during

COVI D on our property, and we're expecting to |ive

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar Project - Sauk Rapids - 1-14-25 81

the rest of our lives on our property. So I'm
hopi ng that that can be another mtigation effort.

You know, thinking about how t he
envi ronnment inpacts our health, not always just
froma data standpoint. Sonetines it's nore about
a life experience too that perhaps drastically
i mpacts our health and how those things that you're
not capturing inpact us.

Simlar to what sone of the others
have nmentioned, you know, the hone value. | think
that's a big hot topic and | think there's data on
both sides; right? But one of the things that is
important to renenber is, data is generated on
t hi ngs that have happened, and if you -- but if
sonet hi ng doesn't happen, so to speak, you know, if
peopl e aren't |ooking to purchase hones in our area
in Benton County because they know there's sol ar
fields there, it's alnost inpossible for you to
capture the nunber of people who didn't | ook to
nove to our community because it never happened.
They never were able to tell you they were | ooking
because they never | ooked. So just keeping that in
m nd agai n.

You know, | think I even asked at the

county presentation, you know, how nmany of you
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woul d choose to |ive here, and nobody nentioned
that they would |ike to do that know ng that the
solar fields are going there and having to live
wi th that.

And so hopefully you' re keeping those
things in mnd in ways of shielding, so that when
we do, if we ever do choose to nove, or if others
want to nove into our comunity, it |ooks nice and
peopl e want to nove into our area and bring nore to
our conmmunity.

I think there's a couple of
questions, you know, about the things that you
noted in your energency action plan. You had
tal ked about, you know, during the construction
phase, hi gh amounts of dust and things |ike that.
So, again, just asking for a lot of mtigation
around those things, you know, just fromair
qual ity perspectives.

In | ooking at sone of the nunbers
that you had put into your docunent, it |ooks |like
there's quite a bit of different things that are
goi ng on during the tinme of construction,
especially with a lot of traffic.

And | wll say, too, | know -- again,

| appreciate the space and the tine for you all in
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setting up this platformto express our concerns as
wel | .

The only thing | wanted to nention
is, I wasn't -- | was wondering about the
envi ronnent al assessnent, when it's done, how do we
get a copy of that? |Is that sonething that will be
mai | ed out to the nei ghbors so we can provide
f eedback at that tine or where does that get saved?

MR LOGAN HI CKS: Yes. So t hat
actually will be put on the record, on edockets,
which, if you pick up the slides that we have
presented over there, there's a link on there for
edockets, and you just type in any of those --
23-423, 24-238 -- or 283, and 23-425. Just put in
any of those and it will be in that docket.

But if you would like to be on the
mailing list, you can -- you can put your -- fill
out that card there and leave it wth either ne or
Cezar, and then you wll be -- they will let you
know when it's avail able so you can go and read it
and, you know, take a |ook. And then once we
have -- we'll have a public hearing so you guys can
conme together and say, hey, we |ike that you did
this but you mssed this. So you'll have a chance

to comment again after the environnental assessnent

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar Project - Sauk Rapids - 1-14-25

84

I S posted.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN. And | guess that
was ny next question. So what is the next couple
of steps? You nentioned a couple of other public
hearings. So is there a PCA public hearing or is
it set here? M. Popp had nenti oned sone ot her
processes, so how do we find out about those things
so we can have that on our radar as well?

MR CEZAR PANAIT: | can answer that.
The Pol I ution Control Agency, they won't be on this
project unless there is sone type of risk to the
water or air quality. So these projects are
reviewed as part of the Public Uilities
Conmi ssion's revi ew process, which is what we are
doi ng here toni ght, and al so part of the coment
period. And after the EA cones out, the people
wi |l have a chance to review that and -- and
provi de comments.

So there's a public hearing, which is
anot her departnent neeting in August, nenbers of
the public will have an opportunity to again ask
questi ons about the environnental review about any
other comments that they feel that they would |ike
to bring up, and that will be before the judge. So

the judge wll take all into account, and the
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Departnent of Commerce is required to provide
answers to any questions that pertain to any
shortcom ngs or any -- any deficiencies in the
environnental -- in the EA and then, as the case
may be, issue sone suppl enental pages to the
envi ronment al assessnment or provide specific
answers to the -- to the -- to the people who ask.
MS. JACLYN LITFIN. But is there a
date set for that?

MR CEZAR PANAI T: R ght now we don't

have a date. It will be sonmetine in August. But
the Departnment will be doing all of this, so we
w |l be sending out at | east a notice ten days out

a simlar notice --

MS. JACLYN LITFIN. Ckay.

MR CEZAR PANAIT: -- on howto
partici pate and where -- where the neeting wll
be -- will be held.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN. Ckay. And then
where -- | guess -- | guess ny other foll ow up
question is, just fromthe coments from peopl e
that are here now, has MFerrell (phonetic) thought
about the | andscaping? | nean, it's not sonething
that we've really been tal king about. W've had a

coupl e of conversations. So is there any update on
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that, where conversati ons have gone on around that
for the nei ghborhood?

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Yeah. So we are
devel opi ng a visual screening plan for the project.
Qur -- you know, we'll work on the Benton County
ordi nance that deals within 10,000 feet of the
panel s, and then the ordi nance requires either a
berm fence, or |andscaping with some conbi nati on.

So the exact mtigation, we have not
finalized that yet, but we are assessing that. And
specifically for where your property is | ocated,
there will be screening there.

MS. JACLYN LITFIN. And kind of |ike
we had nentioned, we don't expect that you're going
to do the entire project, right, but at |east that
area. |'mhoping that you woul d even consi der
goi ng above and beyond what the bare m ninmumi s,
because, again, if you consider ny lifetinme, just
on ny ride honme today and |I'mdriving down 23 to
get here straight fromwork, |'mgoing to be
| ooki ng at those solar fields on both sides of the
road and the pine trees that are about this tall
and half of themdead, that's going to take 30
years before they cover any visual inpact that it

wll have to ne in ny lifetime. So hopefully you

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar Project - Sauk Rapids - 1-14-25 87

can al so take that feedback as well and designate
sone dollars fromthe requests fromthe nei ghbors
and t he nei ghborhood, who will be your nei ghbors as
you devel op the project.

So, again, as you said, you know, as
you t hi nk about that environnental health, please
consider all those inpacts to health, not just
t hose ones that we can see in sonme of the nunbers
and sonetines we can't capture the nunbers, and
pl ease just do what's right for us in our
nei ghbor hood as wel | .

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Does anybody el se
have any comments or questions?

MS. TAMARA SELL: You had nenti oned
just now that there is going to be a notice sent
out ten days before the next hearing. |Is that --
is that going to go out |like ten days prior to when
it actually takes pl ace?

MR CEZAR PANAI T: A m ninmum of ten
days. W try to get it out even before.

MS. TAMARA SELL: But it's seven to
ten busi ness days, so we mght not -- if you nai
it ten days before it's going to happen, we n ght
not get it. |Is there another source that we can

find out when that date would be so we can j ust
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ki nd of keep track?

MR CEZAR PANAIT: Yes. Yes. So
besides -- besides mailing out the notice to the
| andowners, besides nailing out the actual notice
of the hearing, we also post it on the same day as
the executive secretary signs it. W post it in
edocket s.

So people are strongly invited to
go -- to go to edockets and you can see the | atest,
i ncl uding any notifications about the upcom ng
nmeeti ngs.

MS. TAMARA SELL: Okay. Perfect. And
wll all of this be on that site too? WII| all the
transcripts and video of this nmeeting tonight be on
there too or where do we find that?

MR LOGAN HICKS: We will be posting
the transcripts on edockets as well, the court
reporter's transcript. There's no video. This is
not being recorded. She is just taking down the
witten testinony.

MS. TAMARA SELL: Ckay. Perfect.
Thank you.

MR MCAH REVELL: And I'Ill just add
one procedural thing to what Cezar said. Wen

there's a notice that goes out with that, that
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notice al so provides notice about the neeting, the
hearing that will take place. Those typically,
al though it's not required, they typically will go
out 25 to 30 days before the neeting takes pl ace.

So all of the subscriptions that
Cezar nmentioned wll be in the nonth range prior to
t hat heari ng.

MR LOGAN HICKS: All right. Any
ot her comments, questions? Over there.

MS. RACHEL STUCKEY: Just one | ast --
Rachel Stuckey again. | knowit's one thing com ng
fromthe departnent or the devel oper to get your
f eedback and stuff, but just seeing a | ot of these
go through and everything, |like actually make sure
to share your feedback and concerns and everything
li ke that with your | ocal county, because even
t hough the ultimate decision is with the Public
Uilities Conm ssion, the |ocal county does still
have a voice in it and they can negotiate with the
devel oper, and the PUC really wants to hear from
you too. So just nake sure that you actually weigh
in. The public input is inportant.

MR LOGAN HI CKS: Did you get that?
Thank you. Like | said, if you don't have anythi ng

else to say tonight, you can always wite sonething

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar Project - Sauk Rapids - 1-14-25 90

down, e-mail it to ne. Wite it down over there on
paper, e-nail it, leave it here. You know, there's
pl enty of ways to get your comrents to ne and, you
know, | take all sorts so.

' mnot seeing any nore hands, so |
think we're probably going to call it unless you
guys have anyt hi ng el se.

All right. WlIl, thank you guys very
much for comng. W really appreciate your tine.
Look for that environnental assessnment announcenent
and for the next hearing date. Thank you very much

and drive safe.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 7:34 p.m)

* * %
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SCOPI NG AND | NFORMVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 23-423 24-283 23-425
Webex - January 15, 2025 - 6:00 p.m
BEFORE THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON
AND DEPARTMENT OF COMVERCE

In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC
for a Site Permt for the 100 MWV Sol ar Energy Generating
System for the Benton Sol ar Project in Benton County,

M nnesot a

In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC
for a Site Permt for the 100 MW Battery Energy Storage
System for the Benton Sol ar Project in Benton County,

M nnesot a

In the Matter of the Application of Benton Solar, LLC
for a Route Permt for a 115 kV Hi gh-Vol tage Transm ssi on

Li ne Associated wth the Benton Sol ar Project in Benton
County, M nnesota

MPUC DOCKET NO | P7115/ GS- 23-423
| P7115/ ESS- 24- 283
| P7115/ TL- 23- 425

Meeting held renotely via:

Webex and Tel ephone

January 15, 2025

COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RVR RPR
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MR. CEZAR PANAIT: Gkay. So good
eveni ng, everyone. M nane is Cezar Panait. |'m an
engi neer with the Public Uilities Comm ssion in
St. Paul, M nnesota, and we are neeting tonight on
t he application of Benton Solar, LLC, for a -- for
three permts, actually, to construct and operate
their Benton Sol ar project.

So we have three permits that they have
applied for. One is for the site permt for the
solar facility, and that is filed in Docket
GS-23-423. The other permt is for a site permt
al so for the energy storage system associated wth
the Benton Sol ar project, and that is the docket
ESS- 24-283. And there's also an associ ated short
transm ssion line to serve both of these projects,
and that has been filed for a route permt in Docket
TL-23-425.

It is January 15th, 2025, and we had a
simlar neeting |ast night in Sauk Rapi ds,

M nnesota. The neeting was in person. This is a
public informati on and envi ronnental assessnent
scopi ng neeting. So the purpose of the neeting is
twofold: To provide information about the permt
revi ew application that i s being conducted by the

M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion. W also wll
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be hearing sone detail specifications about the
project and construction tinmeline fromthe
applicant, Benton Solar, LLC, which is a subsidiary
of Next Era Energy Resources. And then, lastly,
we'll be hearing fromny coll eague fromthe
Departnent of Commerce, Logan Hicks, and he w ||
tal k about the role that the Departnent plays in

this permt review process.

Today's -- tonight's neeting agenda has
only four points, and so I'l|l be tal king about -- |
al ready nmade the introduction, and I'll briefly talk

nore about the permt application review process
that the Public Utilities Conmm ssion i s conducting
on these three applications.

There will be a description of the
project by Benton Solar, LLC. The Departnent wll
tal k about their roles, and the last thing will be
t aki ng questi ons and coments from nenbers of the
public. Questions about any topics that may pertain
to the project, and, also, the inportant piece,
seeki ng feedback fromthe nenbers of the public and
any agencies, |ocal governnent units that may be
partici pating, on the scope of the environnental
assessnment. And Logan wll be | eading that question

and answer session hopefully.
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So there are three governnent units that

are being -- involved with this review, the review
of the permt applications. First of all, so Benton
Sol ar submtted three -- two applications: A joint

site permt for the solar and for the storage
system and, separately, they submtted a route
permt application for the transm ssion |ine.

The role of the Comm ssion: The
Comm ssi on nanages the application review process,
and issues site and route permts for |arge energy
facilities in Mnnesota, as del egated by the
| egi slature in applicable statutes and
adm ni strative rul es.

We al so have the Departnent of Conmerce
participating, and the Departnent of Commerce, their
staff will be preparing and conducting the
envi ronnental docunents for the project. And in
this case, that docunment is called an environnent al
assessnent .

And | ater on, during next sunmmer, we wl|
have an Admi ni strative Law Judge fromthe O fice of
Adm ni strative Hearings, and that judge wll be
conducting a series of one public hearing in August
in Sauk Rapids and, also, wll be conducting the

evidentiary hearing to further devel op the record.
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And follow ng that public hearing, the

judge will be conpiling and witing a report titled
Fi ndi ngs of Fact, Conclusions -- Fact, Concl usions
of Law and Recommendati ons, and the judge will be

submitting the report to the Comm ssion. Which
takes the report and uses the report, along with the
conplete record that wll be devel oped by that tine,
to deli berate and nake a deci sion on issuing or
denying the permt applications that have been
applied for.

So the proposed project is conprised of a
100- negawatt sol ar generating system there will be
100- negawatt battery energy storage, and the entire
project is proposed to be |ocated on 632 acres of
private |l and, out of a |larger 95l1-acre project site
| ocated about six mles east of the city of
St. Cdoud, Mnnesota, in Benton County.

The project wll also include a project
substation and interconnection facilities that woul d
connect this project to the power grid through an
exi sting Great R ver Energy power substation | ocated
in Benton County. And that transm ssion line is
115-kilovolt, and also -- and about a half-mle in
| engt h.

So | already nmentioned about the permts
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that were applied for. So the project qualifies,
nmeets the definition of a large electric power
generating plant, and requires a site permt for the
sol ar site because the solar project is greater than
50 nmegawatts.

It also requires a site permt, a
separate site permt, for the battery energy storage
because the energy storage is greater than 10
nmegawatts as defined in the definition of |arge
energy facilities as applicable to -- specifically
to battery energy storage.

And the route permt, it wll be required
for the transm ssion |line because the line wll be
operating at a voltage of nore than 100 kil ovolts,
and the length of the line is greater than
1,500 feet in |ength.

It used to be that a project of this
magni tude would al so require a certificate of need,
but the legislative | aw changed | ast year in the
2024 session, and renewabl e energy projects, such as
solar or wind, are excluded fromrequiring the
certificate of need.

So the Comm ssion, after the entire year
revi ew process, the public review process, the

Commi ssion is tasked by the legislature, by the
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applicable statute and rules, and, nanely, the
factors are here -- listed here on this slide are
taken from M nnesota Rul e 7850.4100. And these four
bull et points are not -- the nunber one factor that
the Comm ssion is tasked to | ook at and consider is
the potential human and environnental inpacts of a
project of this size.

For exanple, inpacts could be associ at ed
wi th noi se or aesthetics; or public health and
safety and | and-use conflicts; any cultural or
hi storic resources present in the project area.

But, al so, whether the project affects, or not, the
air and water quality, and also the inpact on plants
and wldlife.

Al so, a consideration to | ook for
suitable ways to mnimze, mtigate, and avoid any
identified inpacts. Electrical systemreliability
as a net -- in totality for the region and for the
State of M nnesota is al so being considered by the
Conmm ssi on when nmaking a determ nati on whether to
grant permts for energy facility projects such as
this Benton Sol ar.

And not the least is the cost, the cost
of the project, the cost of constructing; any jobs

created during construction and operations; any
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mai nt enance facilities that are required for the
project; and how those costs are -- how nuch they
add up to. Because, ultimately, the project will be
paid by the electricity custoners in the state or
near by st ates.

So on this slide we have a tentative
schedul e for the remai ning review process. So just
rem nding that the permt applications were
submtted by the applicant last fall in Septenber of
2024. And then the Conm ssion, after we conducted
t he comrent period, we took comments from nenbers of
t he public and agenci es about the conpletion of the
permt applications. Because, by statute and by
rules, the applications need to touch on a nunber of
information, |like the data points that the applicant
is required to provide, and that's why the
applications are quite extensive in printed fornmat.

So the Comm ssion net in an open agenda
meeting, and they deened the applications as
conplete in Decenber -- on Decenber 19th, and that
was the starting point, that the review process
actual |y begi ns when the applications are deened
conplete by the Conmission's witten order.

So yesterday and today, we were neeting

for the public information and scopi ng neeti ngs.
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Those are the second itemon the -- in the table.
The comment period associated with this -- with
these two neetings will end on March [sic] 31st,
2025.

Foll owi ng that, the Departnment will be
i ssuing the scope of their environnmental assessnent,
and then the environnental docunment sonetine in
July. And then we'll have -- we'll have at | east
three public hearings: An in-person one; a virtual,
simlar to this format; and al so an evidentiary
hearing in St. Paul, M nnesota.

Foll ow ng the public hearings, the judge
wll be issuing a report in Novenber of 2025. And
wthin 60 days of that issuance of the report, the
Conmmi ssion will neet one nore tinme in an open format
neeti ng, and deli berate and deci de on whether to
issue the permts that are being requested by the
applicant. And that wll be roughly a year after
the applications were conpleted -- deened conpl ete.

So | already nentioned about the conment
period. That concludes on Friday, January 31st.

Pl ease try to provide your comments by that date.
We woul d prefer by 4:.30 p.m And there are a couple
of ways to provide comments. So one of the ways is

to follow the web address listed -- and it al so was
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part of the notice for the neeting -- and provide
comments directly to the Departnent of Commerce.
And Logan will be receiving those comments and
organi zi ng them and addressi ng each one of them
You could also submt witten comments by U S. nai
addressed to Logan Hicks at the Departnent of
Commerce, and his address, work address, is listed
here on the page.

I n providing comments, please be m ndful
that the Conm ssion is only interested to find out
sone of those inpacts that we tal ked about earlier,
about any potential hunman or environnental i npacts
that a project such as Benton Solar m ght have on
the surrounding areas. Also, if you know of ways to
avoid or mtigate or mnimze those perceived or
identified inmpacts. And, also, is there any unique
characteristics that the project should be -- should
be consi deri ng?

And the Comm ssion is always m ndf ul
about comments received from nenbers of the public
and al so from |l ocal governnent units. And in nmany
i nstances, the Conm ssion does include sone speci al
condi tions, nanely, to address those pertinent
comments that are received during the review

process.
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So nore informati on about the project:
The Departnent has a specific website to -- for
people to find out nore details about this
project -- specific project. And, also, | would
like to remnd that -- people that have a tendency
to want to know everyt hing about the project, they
can certainly do that by | ooking up information
yourself on -- in eDockets, which is the
Conmmi ssion's electronic filing system

And once you go to that web address,
whi ch is MN. gov/PUC, then you select "eDockets."
And then you enter the docket nunbers: 23-423, or
you could enter 23- -- 24-238 for the storage and
23-425 for the transm ssion |ine.

You could al so add your nane to a mailing
i st subscribing to this docunent in particular, to
any of these three docunents, and you could receive
e-mail notifications every tine a new docunent has
been eFiled. You'll go into the eDockets and find
out what that docunent that just arrived is about.

So the state agency contacts: So the
environnental review analyst fromthe Departnent is
Logan Hi cks, and he will be introducing hinself. |
ama facilities planner with the M nnesota Public

Uilities Conmm ssion. And also we have a desi gnat ed
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publ i c advi sor, Jacques Harvieux. He could not be
here tonight, but he is the public advisor tasked
wth being able to hel p out any nenber of the public
or anybody that has a question about the process,
how to partici pate, when is the comment period
endi ng, when is the next opportunity to participate
in the public neeting about this project, and any
questions about the process and procedure.

At this point, | think we are at the
point to hand it over to the applicant, Benton
Sol ar, LLC, represented by people from NextEra
Energy Resources. So Adam or M cah, please go
ahead.

MR. M CAH REVEL: Thank you, Cezar. Can
you hear us alright?

MR, CEZAR PANAI T: Yes, | can.

MR M CAH REVEL: G eat. Ckay.

VWl l, thanks. (Good eveni ng, everyone.
My nane is Mcah Revel. | aman attorney at the
Stinson law firmhere in Mnneapolis, and | serve as
outside permtting counsel to NextEra Energy
Resources and to Benton Solar, LLC, which is the
applicant in this proceeding. | am surrounded by
nmenbers of the Benton Solar team a | ot of

subj ect-matter experts that are here and avail abl e
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to answer specific questions.

Adam Gracia is the project devel oper and
the lead on this. He's going to be presenting on
the specifics of the project, so I'lIl turn it over
to him

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Thanks, M cah.

As M cah nentioned, ny nane is Adam
Gracia. |'ma senior project nmanager with NextEra
Energy Resources and the devel oper for the Benton
Sol ar project.

So tonight we want to give you a quick
overview of who we are as a conpany, and then an
overview of the project, which will include the
project tineline, sonme of the benefits of the
project. 1'll show you a site plan for the solar
and battery storage site, as well as the
transm ssion |ine.

And then we'll dive into sone project
specifics for the solar project, the transm ssion
l'ine, and the energy storage system And then | ast,
but not least, we'll cover sonme stakehol der outreach
that we've done for the project.

So Benton Sol ar, LLC, is wholly-owned
indirect subsidiary of the NextEra Energy Resources,

or NEER. NEER is the | argest generator of renewable
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energy fromthe wnd and the sun. W're also an
industry leader in battery storage. So NextEra
Energy has constructed -- or devel oped and
constructed over 40 co-located sol ar and storage
projects, ranging from 60 negawatt hours to over
900 negawatt hours. And, again, this project is
conprised of a solar generating facility, a battery
energy storage system and a transm ssion |line.

So this project is located entirely in
Bent on County, M nnesota, specifically in M nden

Townshi p, and includes the three conponents that we

tal ked about. So the solar generating facilities
w Il generate 100 negawatts of clean, renewabl e
energy. The energy storage systemwll -- it's a

100- negawat t, four-hour energy storage system Said
differently, it can store 400 negawatt hours of

cl ean, renewabl e energy generated by the sol ar
system as well as fromthe grid.

Both the solar facilities and the battery
energy storage facilities will share a half-mle
115-kilovolt transm ssion line that connects our
facilities to the GRE Benton County substation. Qur
transm ssion line is |located entirely on private
easenents, and we will not be utilizing any public

right-of-way for the transm ssion |ine.
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Here is a brief overview of the project
timeline. So we submtted our application on
Sept enber 20th, 2024. Decenber 19th, it was deened
conpl ete. Qur next major step in the devel opnent
process as we go through permtting is to procure
our maj or equi pnent, which will happen in the third
quarter of this year.

By the end of the year, we anticipate
havi ng a decision fromthe Public Uilities
Conmi ssion on the project, which would then lead to
starting construction in the second quarter of 2026.
It's about a 14-nonth construction period with a
W nter break, so we would be operational by the end
of the year 2027.

So there are a wi de range of benefits
associated with this project. It is a significant
capital investnent in Benton County. So the solar
and storage projects are over a $300 mllion
investnent in the county. During the construction
period that | nmentioned in 2026, 2027, there'll be
bet ween 150 and 300 construction job opportunities.
There will also be two to three full-tinme operations
jobs to maintain and operate the site. So they'll
be full-tinme NextEra Energy Resources enpl oyees.

There'll be increased busi nesses during the --
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i ncreased | ocal business during the construction
period, as well as annual ongoi ng conpensati on for
the participating | andowners.

Sone ot her community-wi de benefits wll
cone fromthe annual production tax that the -- that
Benton Solar, LLC, wll pay to Benton County and to
M nden Townshi p. So we antici pate approxi mately
$200, 000 per year to Benton County and $50, 000 per
year to M nden Townshi p.

Battery storage projects provide great
stability and reliability. W'Ill go alittle bit
nore into that on sone |later slides. And, then, we
also want to -- over the past couple years, we've
been contributing to | ocal organi zations, and that's
somet hi ng we want to continue to do throughout the
entire life of the project.

So here's our prelimnary site plan. So
on the left is the solar and battery storage
facilities. The battery energy storage facilities
are the orange box to the southwest of the project.
On the right side of the slide is the prelimnary
design for our transm ssion line. So, again, that
is a half-mle transmssion |line fromour project's
coll ector substation to G eat R ver Energy's Benton

County substation.
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So the Benton Solar project will generate
up to 100 negawatts of cl ean, renewabl e energy. The
site will utilize approximately 600 acres for the
phot ovol tai c panels, access roads, and the collector
substation. W'Il|l be using a tracking technol ogy
for the solar panels, neaning that the direction
that the panels face throughout the day wll shift
to track the sun and increase the efficiency of the
pr oj ect .

All the panels are connected via
under ground buri ed nedi umvoltage collection |lines
of 34.5 kilovolts. These lines serve to carry al
t he power generated fromthe panels to our coll ector
substation. At the collector substation, the power
is stepped up to 115 kilovolts, and then transmtted
via our transmssion line to the Benton County
subst ati on.

So the battery energy storage has a w de
range of benefits. So it hel ps optim ze the way the
power grid delivers electricity to the custoners; it
can snooth out fluctuations in frequency and
vol tage; reduces energy | osses and waste, both for
this project and for the grid as a whol e.

It al so avoids the need for sone nmjor

syst em upgr ades, which could include | arger
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transm ssion projects, and it extends the hours that
our renewabl e energy project can operate. So the
sol ar system can charge the battery while the sun is
up, and then the battery can di scharge that clean,
renewabl e energy to the grid after the sun goes
down.

So like | nmentioned, the battery energy
storage facility, it delivers power when it's
needed. The general construction is, it has --
contains snall battery cells that are assenbled into
racks, and all those racks are filled into battery
containers. So this project wll have approxi mately
176 battery containers for 100-negawatt f our-hour
storage system

So, yeah, it can store energy during |ow
ener gy denmand periods, which we can charge the
battery and then di scharge the battery when energy
demand is higher. Again, this works really well
wWth our solar facility.

And this is also a |long-terminvest nent.
So we anticipate the life of the battery project to
be up to 25 years.

So safety is a big part of what goes into
t he desi gn and construction of these systens. So

we'll 1 ncorporate the |atest National Fire
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Protection Association and Underwiters Laboratory
standards. These are new codes and standards that
address fire risks and mtigation, including, you
know, setbacks and detection, and our first
responder orientation and site-specific safety

pl ans.

So we've conpleted our first responder
orientation, coordinated that wth the Benton County
emer gency nanagenent departnent |ast year. Wi ch,
basi cally, gave an overview of the battery storage
system the general overview of the fire safety that
goes with it, and then that wll be followed up wth
a site-specific safety plan after constructi on.

W al so have a renote nonitoring system
in place. So we have a renote operations contro
center, which provides 24/7 nonitoring for all of
our sites nationwide. This can detect any change in
operation of a single cell within a battery storage
system and al ert our operators as necessary.

So safety is our nunber one priority.
Safety of enpl oyees, neighbors, and the public are
al ways top of mnd. So, again, that starts with the
industry testing prior to them procuring the
equi pnment, the safety systens that we put in place

during construction and operation, the 24/7
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detection that | tal ked about -- detection and
nmoni toring, and then, again, that ongoi ng engagenent
wth first responders.

So the solar -- solar system and the
battery storage systemw || connect to the grid via
a half-mle 115-kilovolt transm ssion line. Again,
this is all on private easenents, utilizing
approxi mately seven single-circuit nonopole
structures. The actual height and pol e pl acenent
will vary based on the terrain and the span | engths
t hat we have, but we do not expect any of our
structures to exceed 110 feet above the ground I|ine.

Last, but not least, this is an overvi ew
of sone of the stakehol der outreach that we've done
to date. Qur fol ks have been advi sing, educating,
and consulting with | andowners in the greater
community. You know, again, this is sone, but not
all, of the outreach we've done.

We're also partners with the Benton
Econom c Partnership, part of the Fol ey Chanber of
Conmmer ce, and have been nenbers of those
organi zations for a nunbers of years. W also
hosted an open house for the community back in
August prior to submtting our application. W

mailed invites to everyone within a two-m |l e radius
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of the project.

So Benton Sol ar | ooks forward to worKki ng

with, you know, all the |ocal stakehol ders, everyone

in the community to devel op this project, which,
again, will bring a suite of benefits to the
community. So it's an over $300 million capital

i nvestnment in Benton County and M nden Townshi p.
There's significant econom c benefits to the

| andowners, the small businesses, and the community
as a whol e through our solar production tax. There
are environnental benefits of adding 100 negawatts
of clean energy to the grid. It helps the State
achi eve their carbon-free goals by 2040.

And, again, that continued conmmunity
engagenent and support. So we hope to be a part of
the community not only through the devel opnent and
permtting of this project, but through the entire
construction and |life -- operational |life of the
pr oj ect .

And here's ny contact information. W
have a website for the project. The
Bent onSol ar @Next Er aEnergy. come-nail will go to ne,
and it also has ny own e-nail and ny own cell phone

nunber. So pl ease reach out if you have any

questions about the project or would |ike an update.
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Thank you.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: Thank you, M cah and
Adam

Now, we'll pass it on to Logan.

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: First off, I just --

(Audi o connection | ost.)

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: W can't hear you. W
just heard you briefly for a second. You are
unmuted fromny end, so you should be able to speak.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Can you hear ne now?

MR, CEZAR PANAI T: Now, yes, | can.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Ckay. Sorry. | had to
swtch ny mcrophone. Apparently the one was not
wor ki ng. Apol ogi es. Thanks for --

MR CEZAR PANAI T: Ri ght.

MR, LOGAN HICKS: -- dealing with that.

Yeah. So | just wanted to thank everyone
for showng up on the call tonight. Input fromthe
public is very inportant for ne to get ny job done
correctly and, you know, efficiently. So, you know,
| thank everyone who shows up and anyone who wil | be
commenti ng on the scope of the environnental
assessnent, which |I'Il be going through.

Next slide, Cezar, pl ease.

So tonight I"mjust going to go over sone
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real quick items. First, I"mjust going to, Kkind
of, give you a background about the Departnent of
Commerce, who I work for. | work for the Energy
Envi ronnent al Revi ew and Anal ysis Unit, and
that's -- our entire idea -- our entire teamis
tasked with creating an environnental review
docunent, which I wll also go over.

We'll al so cover how to conmment and why
it's inportant, and then we'll get into question and
comrents. We'll open it up to you fol ks, the
public, to -- you know, if you'd |like to -- have any
oral comments or, you know, questions to ask of
Next Era or us.

So | work with the Departnent of
Comerce. W are tasked by the Public Utilities
Conmmi ssion -- who Cezar works for -- to create an
envi ronnental assessnment, which is a revi ew docunent
that covers the project, and it's in regard to the
area in which it's being built.

Sone of the things that we |like to cover
in the EA are types of hunman and envi ronnent al
i mpacts. You know, so socioecononics for hunmans or
i ke, you know, water quality for environnental
inmpacts. We like to | ook at strategies that can

help avoid, mnimze, or mtigate any of these
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potenti al i npacts.

And the idea with this environnental
assessnent is that we are coming at it as a third
party. So we're not with the M nnesota Public
Uilities Comm ssion and we're not with NextEra.
This is a pure third-party unbi ased docunent that we
are creating that is designed to be a decision -- to
informthe PUC when they decide if this project wl
be green-lit or not.

So the reason that we are at the
neeting -- we're having this neeting today, besides
public information, is nostly to get public input.
So that is you folks who may live in the area, who
know the area better than we do, and it's nice for
you guys to let us know what you think is npst
i mportant when we're | ooking at an environnent al
assessnent .

Now, an environnental assessnment has a
standard rubric of different things that we do | ook
at. However, it's kind of a wde net, and we're
| ooking for nore of a focused approach from you
know, input fromyou guys. You guys are the ones
t hat know what's going on best in the area. So we'd
like to get your input to know what we'd like to

focus and | ook at during -- while we're creating
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this environnental assessnent.

Sone things that you guys can tal k about
are, like, different environnental inpacts that
you' d like to see, you know, really focused on,
right? Like whether it's aesthetics or, you know, a
soci oeconom ¢ issue, |et us know, and we coul d
really focus in on that on our environnental
assessnent .

You know, there's -- there's other things
that you can tal k about, |ike unique characteristics
of the project area. Say there's sonething
on the -- |like, that you know, |ike, a creek runs
t hrough here, but we don't see it on the map, |et us
know, and then we can definitely get that inputted

and, you know, anal yzed.

So the draft scoping docunent will becone
avail able -- the draft EA will becone available in
Jul y.

Was that correct, Cezar, | believe?

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: The draft itself, |
believe, it's March.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Ch, no, the scoping
deci sion's in March.

MR. CEZAR PANAIT: And the actual

docunent is July, yes, you are right.
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MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you.

So yeah, July, the environnment assessnent
wll conme out, and with that, we will have anot her
nmeeti ng. Which you guys can cone forward, |et us
know, say, we saw that you put this in there, but,
you know, we really want you to investigate it
further. And then we can take a | ook at that and,
you know, get that handl ed and anal yzed.

So this isn't the first -- so this is
just the first of the neetings that you guys w ||
have to let us know what you're feeling, but there
wll be nore tine for you guys to al so, you know,
comment and ask any questions as wel|.

Next sli de.

So with this, there's also a transm ssion
line, and with transm ssion lines, we do -- we take
route alternative suggestions fromthe public as
well. However, they have to neet a certain list of
criteria. So nunber one being you have to submt
t he suggestion on tine. Cezar nentioned
January 31st is the deadline for coments and
suggestions and things like that. So this route
alternative nust be turned in before the 31st.

It needs to neet the needs of the

project, and it needs to be feasible. So the idea
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is that -- and, also, it needs to descri be an i npact
and the mtigation for that inpact as well. So,
say, you know, you -- there's a line going through
your backyard and you don't like it there, you can't
just say, | don't like it there. Because then it
goes to soneone el se's backyard, it doesn't really
mtigate any sort of i npact.

But say, hey, it's going, you know,

t hrough sone trees. | don't like it, but | don't
want those trees to be cut down, then you can do

t hat . Now, granted, | don't know if this line is
actually going through trees, but that's just an
exanple for a way to mtigate an inpact for a route
al ternative suggesti on.

Next slide there, Cezar, please.

Ckay. So there's multiple ways to
coment. As Cezar nentioned, on one slide there was
a website. | have an e-nmail address. | also have a
mai | i ng address, however you want to get it to ne.
But at the end of this presentation here, we wll
have time for the public to make any oral conmments
SO you can get it on record and you can tal k about
it.

So, once again, ny mailing address and

e-mail address are right there. Please make sure
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you have your comments in by the 31st, you know,
just so we can give themtinme -- |ike, everything
tinely put together and put into the record so we

can, you know, nobve the process al ong.

All right. So sone quick commenting
etiquette. So one speaker at a tine, that wll be
pretty easy because |1'll be the one to nute you or

unnmute you as needed to. So when you first start

speaki ng, please state and spell your name since we
have a court reporter here, Christine, who is taking
the -- taking the witten statenents for the record.

So | would also |like you to just please
l[imt your comments to a few mnutes. |I|If you have
nore to say, you can -- you can absol utely cone back
again. W just want to nake sure that everyone has
a chance to get through with anything they had to
say. Once everyone has gotten through, if you want
to cone back on and speak nore, feel free to so.

Anot her inportant thing to do is naintain
respect for others. No nane calling, no jabbing --
taki ng jabs at anyone. You know, we're trying to
keep it nice and polite. And pl ease make sure you
try to direct your comments and/or questions to the
scope of the environnental assessnent. You know,

we're not trying to, you know, go on different
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tangents here. W're trying to keep it nice and
conci se and as on-topic as we can, please.

Ckay. So with that, next slide, Cezar.
And there should be one nore there.

Ch, yeah, so right there it says the
circle chat button is open. However, if you would
just like to use your raise-hand option, that also
works. Then, I'lIl be able to unnute you, and
anybody who would li ke to ask any questions, the
floor is open. Feel free to rai se your hand or, you
know, shoot sonething in the chat button, and I wll
unnmute you and then you can have your say.

M5. AMANDA OTHOUDT: Logan.

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: Yes.

MS. AMANDA OTHOUDT: Amanda Ot houdt, O --
Amanda, A-MA-ND-A OT-HOUDT. I'mwth Benton
Econom c Partnership. | just have a few questions
for you. Can you lay out what that renediation plan
is? So after the | ease, after the project is
conplete and the | ease is done, can you talk a
little bit about the renediation plan that you have
in place, or if you have one in pl ace?

MR. LOGAN HICKS: Yeah. 1'Il let NextEra
answer that. | guess, the decomm ssioning plan is

what you're alluding to there, Ananda?
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M5. AMANDA OTHOUDT:  Yes.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yes, okay. 1'Il let
t hem answer t hat.

M5. AMANDA OTHOUDT: Thank you.

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Thanks for the
question, Amanda. Yes, so we have a deconmi ssi oni ng
pl an i ncluded in our application. You know, at a
high | evel, the goal of the deconmm ssioning plan is
to restore the site to the conditions that it were
bef ore we cane and put the infrastructure in place.

So we're renoving all the sol ar panel s,
f oundations up to four feet, and then recycling or
refurbi shing and reusing those panels at an
alternate site. So overall, though, the scope of
t he decommi ssi oni ng plan covers, you know, how we're
going to renove and restore the land to what it was
bef or e.

And | -- on top of that, we also w |l

enter into a bond or surety wth Benton County.

VWhich will, essentially, you know, provide a
nonetary bond that -- for whatever reason, if
Next Era can't follow through on the -- or does not

foll ow t hrough on the decomm ssioni ng plan, the
county is -- has a nonetary bond in order to renove

the i nfrastructure. So -- and that is reeval uat ed

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Benton Solar Project - Virtual - 1-15-25 32

every five years. So it adjusts for inflation and
changes in the price of the decomm ssi oni ng.

MS. AMANDA OTHOUDT: Great. Thank you so
nmuch.

MR LOGAN HHCKS: All right. |Is there
anybody el se that has any questions, coments?

Let's see, |'ve got one in the chat here.
It says it's from"LRusin," L-RUSI-N There was
a lot of infornmation on the benefits slash pros
financially of the project. Could you pl ease talk
about the cons or negatives of the project,
particularly to the honeowners and | andowners
surrounding it?

MR. ADAM GRACI A:  Yeah. So thank you for
t he question. So one of the things that we
definitely take into account is the visual inpact of
the site. So for residences wthin 1,000 feet of
the project, we are devel opi ng a visual screening
plan in accordance with the Benton County ordi nance
for their community sol ar gardens.

So we are using that to develop a
screening plan to mnimze the inpact for
surroundi ng resi dences and homes outside of the
proj ect boundary. That screening plan will include

ei ther fences, berns, or |andscaping, or sone
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conmbi nation of the three. W're still devel opi ng
the specifics of that plan, but that is the
intention to mnimze that inpact on the comunity.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Adam thank you.

Anybody el se have any questi ons,
coment s?

M5. AMANDA OTHOUDT: | have a coupl e
ot her ones, but I'lIl -- | nean, | can |let other
peopl e go, too, if you want.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yeah. Go for it
Amanda, pl ease.

M5. AMANDA OTHOUDT: Ckay. So anot her
question | had, and | don't know if it's been
addressed, but -- so can you talk to -- a little bit
about the surrounding fire stations and your
comruni cati on with thenf

Do they -- are they equi pped wth the
correct fire equipnent, dry chem cals, whatever they
need, or other specialized extinguishing agents to,
kind of, control any lithiumbattery fires that
could potentially happen over the next few years or
what ever? Can you talk to that a little bit?

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Yeah, absolutely. So
for the first part of your question in terns of our,

you know, specific engagenent, so like | said, |ast
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year we coordinated with the Benton County energency
managenent departnent to set up a neeting wth
representatives fromlocal fire departnments. So
that was -- sorry, the Foley Fire Departnent and the
Sauk Rapids Fire Departnent had a representative
there. W tal ked through the overall -- just an
overview of the battery storage facility as a whole
to, kind of, introduce the technol ogy.

And then in terns of, you know, how that
enmergency action plan is devel oped and the safety
precautions in place down the road, I'Il turn it
over to our battery safety expert, Josh Adans.

MR. JOSH ADAMS: Hi.  Yeah, Josh Adans
here. So as far as making sure that they've got the
ri ght equi pnent, the approach when -- in the rare
occurrence of a thermal event is to maintain the
safety of personnel. So we actually specifically
advi se against the fire departnents taking any
acti ve suppressi on approaches, and to basically set
up a perineter. Take a perinmeter approach, prevent
any spread to any nei ghboring areas, and to keep
t heir personnel safe.

These systens are designed and go through
rigorous, varying levels of safety testing to

denonstrate and prove that in the event of a thernal
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runaway that you won't have any propagation or
spread to any of the neighboring containers. So --
and all of our systens are tested and proven to do
that. So the approach is safety and all owi ng the
fire to termnate itself, so there's no speci al
equi pment required.

MS. AVANDA OTHOUDT:  Thank you.

MR. LOGAN HICKS: Al right. Thank you.

We have anot her question in the chat from
"LRusin" again. | hope |I'msaying that correct. |If
not, | do apol ogize. They ask: Can you touch on
the inpact to property val ue surroundi ng the sol ar
panel fields?

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Yes, absolutely. So in
our application in Appendi x H we have a market
i npact anal ysis that we conducted. So that | ooks at
solar projects across the country. It also
specifically dove into properties in M nnesota,
|l owa, and Wsconsin that are near sol ar projects.
So it evaluated proximty to the solar project, and
it used simlar properties and houses and -- that
you would see with this project. And their result
was that there was no correlati on between property
value and proximty to a solar project.

MR. LOGAN HICKS: Al right. Thank you.
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Anybody el se?

Amanda, you said you had a couple nore
questions. Did you have anything el se as well?

Does anybody have any --

M5. AMANDA OTHOUDT: | do.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: -- questions they would
like to bring forward?

MS. AMANDA OTHOUDT: | have one nore
question, and it relates to just the constructi on of
the project. Are you hiring |ocal conpanies?

MR. ADAM GRACI A: Yeah. So our intent
for this project is to use |local union |labor. W're
in the process of getting a general contractor for
the project. But, yes, we wll specify they wll
use | ocal union |abor for it.

M5. AVMANDA OTHOUDT: Thank you.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you.

All right. Anybody else? Any nore
questions, coments towards the environnment al
assessnment, scoping, anything of the sort?

Yeah. And as | said before, you know,
this isn't the only time you get a chance to nake a
comment. As | said, e-mail ne, go to that website
that we had posted earlier, mail ne a letter,

anything you would like, and it will get into the --
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it wll get into the record, and it wll be put in
front of the Public UWilities Conm ssion. They'l|
read it. So, you know, everybody's voice does
count. So, please, anything that you would like to
put forward, feel free to do so.

I amstill not seeing anything. | don't
know, Cezar, how |l ong you would like to give it
before we call it, but I'll let you deci de that one.

MR. CEZAR PANAI T: Yes. Just scanning
t hrough the participants list here, | don't see any
ot her hands rai sed; and a quick scan of the chat
function, no new coments received.

So wth that, please, if you have
sonet hi ng that conmes up and you just m ssed the
opportunity to ask your question, please go ahead
and send us a witten comment. And send them --
address the comments to Logan, as we assume nost of
the comments are going to be related to the scope of
t he environnental docunent.

And if you have questi ons about the
process, please go ahead and then reach out to ne at
the Public Uilities Comm ssion. And we'll help you
out in ternms of being able to participate in the
revi ew process.

So wth that, scanning one last tinme the
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list of participants, no new -- no hands are raised
and, al so, no additional chat questions. So |I've
got 5 -- 6:49 p.m, and with that, | think we can
call the neeting.

And we want to say thank you very much
for taking tinme out of your evening to participate
in our public informati on and scopi ng neeting, and
we are adjourned. Thank you, everybody. Have a
good eveni ng.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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