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FEBRUARY 11, 2025 - PREHEARI NG
PUC E-017/ GS-24-309 - QAH 23-2500-40576
BEFORE THE OFFI CE OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

In the Matter of the Application of OGter Tail Power
Conpany for a Site Permt for the up to 66 MN Sol way
Solar Project in Beltram County, M nnesota

OAH DOCKET NO. 23-2500-40576
PUC DOCKET NO. E-017/GS-24-309

Hel d Renotely via Teans

Met, pursuant to Notice, at 11:00 a.m

in the norning on February 11, 2025.

BEFORE: Judge Suzanne Todnem
STENOGRAPHI C REPORTER: Jonna Schr upp
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APPEARANCES:

CHRI STY BRUSVEN, Attorney at Law,
Fredri kson and Byron, Preston Riewer, OQter Tail
Power Conpany, appeared for and on behalf of the
Appl i cant .

AMRI T HUNDAL, Assistant Attorney General,
and LOGAN HI CKS and Tessa Kot hl ow, Energy
Envi ronnent al Revi ew and Anal ysi s, appeared for and

on behalf of the M nnesota Departnent of Commerce.

PUC St af f:
Trevor Cul bertson

Cezar Panait

WHEREUPON, the foll ow ng proceedi ngs were

duly had and entered of record, to wt:
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JUDGE TODNEM It is 11:00, so we can
begi n.

We are here in the matter of the
Application of Oter Tail Power Conpany for a site
permt for the up to 66 negawatt Sol way Sol ar
Project in Beltram County, M nnesota.

This is OAH Docket No. 23-2500-40576 and
PUC E-017/ GS-24-309. Today is February 11th, 2025,
and the tine is 11: 01 a.m

My nane is Suzanne Todnem and |'m an
Adm ni strative Law Judge with the O fice of
Adm ni strative Hearings and we are here today for a
Preheari ng Conference pursuant to the Anended O der
for a Prehearing Conference issued on February 10t h,
2025, to discuss scheduling and other prelimnary
matters.

At this tinme I'd like the parties to
pl ease state your nanes for the record, spelling
your first and | ast nanmes, stating whom you
represent and your gender designations, beginning
with the PUC.

MR, CULBERTSON: Trevor Cul bertson with
Public Uilities Conm ssion, the energies facility
planner. M/ nanme is spelled T-r-e-v-o-r

Cu-l-b-e-t-s-o0-n.
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MR. PANAIT: Good norning, Cezar Panait.
I'mthe public advisor for this project, Ce-z-a-r,
| ast nane is Panait, P-a-n-a-i-t.

JUDGE TODNEM Thank you. Before we nove
on, if you could al so pl ease include your gender
desi gnati ons.

MR, CULBERTSON: Trevor is he/him

MR. PANAIT: M too, he.

JUDGE TODNEM  Thank you, and the
Depart nent of Commrerce.

MS. HUNDAL: Good norni ng, Your Honor.
This is Anrit Hundal, that is spelled A-mr-i-t
H u-n-d-a-1, gender designation she/her, and I am
representi ng the Departnent.

MR HCKS: | amhere with the Departnent
of Commerce as well, with the Energy Environnental
| npact Review and Anal ysis team and that is Logan
H cks, L-o-g-a-n Hi-c-k-s, pronouns he/him

JUDGE TODNEM  Anyone else wth the
Depart nent of Conmmerce?

MS. KOTHLOW  Tessa Kot hlow, T-e-s-s-a
K-o-t-h-1-0-w, with the EERA as well, gender
desi gnati on she/ her.

JUDGE TODNEM  Thank you. And for the
Appl i cant.
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MS. BRUSVEN:. Good norni ng, Your Honor.
Christy Brusven fromthe |law firm of Fredrikson and
Byron appearing on behalf of Oter Tail Power
Conpany, the Applicant. M nane is spelled
Ch-r-i-s-t-y, last nane is B-r-u-s-v-e-n, and | use
t he she/ her pronouns.

MR R EVER: Preston Riewer with the
Oter Tail Power, spelling is P-r-e-s-t-o0-n, |ast
nane is Ri-e-we-r, he/him

JUDGE TODNEM |Is that everyone? Looks
like it, thank you.

| do not see any but I will just check,
are there any nenbers of the public who would Ii ke
to note their attendance on the record? Seeing none
we can nove on.

It 1ooks |like the parties have proposed
one in person hearing and one online public hearing.
Do the parties wish to state or nake a statenent as
to how that or why that would satisfy M nnesota rule
Part 7850. 38007

MS. BRUSVEN.  Your Honor, | think the
application is proceeding in an informal process,
wth the alternate review, given that it is a solar
project and the rules would account for the public

heari ng.
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It has been the Conmm ssion's practice,
and | can let M. Cul bertson speak to that if
needed, to have both i n-person and online neetings
to facilitate additional public participation. W
have | anded on the in-person date on May 14th
because that's when the school in Solway, which is
t he venue that we have previously used, is
avai |l able. Wdnesday nights they were able to clear
their schedule for us to use that neeting space, and
then we would follow it with the online version the
next day.

JUDGE TODNEM Thank you. Anything to
add, M. Cul bertson?

MR, CULBERTSON: No, | concur wth al
that, nothing else to add. Thank you.

JUDGE TODNEM  Thank you. So | did
recei ve a proposed schedul e and we can kind of start
there. | did have a couple of comments.

So, first, the close of public hearing
comment period that is proposed is May 23rd, 2025,
however, that is not ten days fromthe cl ose of the
public hearing on May 15th. So ny cal cul ati on,
based on weekends and hol i days, | ooks like May 27th
woul d be the close of the comment peri od.

MS. BRUSVEN: Your Honor, | noticed that
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as well just before we joined. W had originally
t hought we were goi ng Tuesday/ Wednesday, for the
publ i c hearings, and when the school availability
shifted we m ssed the shift in that cl ose of date.
I would agree with you that the 27th would ful fil
that ten day period, and | don't think the Applicant
needs any additional tine to file our proposed post
hearing comments and findings of fact, | propose we
| eave the renai nder of the schedul e, accounting for
that shift in the |later public hearing date.

JUDGE TODNEM G eat, that was actually
going to be my next question.

Then the only ot her adjustnent that I
would i ke to discuss is, let ne see here, | nmade a
| ot of notes about the adjusted dates, if that was
what you wanted to do.

| wanted to discuss the due date of the
adm ni strative | aw judge report, just due to ny
availability. It would be very helpful for nme if we
could nove it to July 22nd, which is a Tuesday.

MS. BRUSVEN. W don't have any
obj ecti ons, Your Honor.

JUDGE TODNEM  So then we would just have
to adjust the exceptions due date after that. So 15

days after July 22nd woul d be August 6th.
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M5. BRUSVEN: | agree.
JUDGE TODNEM And that should still give
pl enty of tine between the exceptions filing date

and the tentative Comm ssion neeting on August 28th.

MR. CULBERTSON: | would say it would
probably be pertinent to maybe push -- | knowit's a
tentati ve Comm ssion date, but maybe at | east a week
after the original date if we're pushing it fromthe
original schedule, if that nakes sense.

JUDGE TODNEM So are you saying that the
tentative Comm ssion neeting date on the site permt
would be nore in early Septenber?

MR, CULBERTSON:. Yes.

JUDGE TODNEM  So it woul d be
approxi mately Septenber 4th.

MR. CULBERTSON: Yeah, it's typically 30
days after exceptions.

JUDGE TODNEM Oh, | see what you're
sayi ng. Okay.

MR. CULBERTSON:. Roughly.

JUDGE TODNEM | think that is something
that | typically don't include in ny orders anyway,
but just for reference, for all the parties invol ved
here, | think it is helpful to still discuss this.

So just to kind of recap, I'"'mgoing to go
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over the entirety of the schedul e as proposed and
t hen here nodifi ed.

So envi ronnental assessnent scoping
deci si on that was issued January 30th. The EA
I ssued or notice of EA availability and public
hearings wll be published April 30th, 2025.
Applicant direct testinony and exhibits due May 6th,
2025. In-person public hearing May 14th. Online
public hearing May 15th. C ose of public hearing
comrent period May 27th. Applicant responses to
heari ng comments and proposed findings of fact June
6t h, 2025. The Departnent of Commerce, EERA,
response on comments on EA, technical analysis and
replies to Applicant proposed findings due June
13t h, 2025. The admnistrative | aw judge report
wll be due July 22nd, 2025, exceptions fil ed August
6t h, 2025, and then the conm ssion neeting
approxi nately 30 days after that.

Is that a correct recitation of the dates
proposed and nodi fied?

MS5. BRUSVEN: It is, Your Honor.

JUDGE TODNEM  All right. Thank you.
Are there any other issues to discuss while we are
on the call? M. Brusven.

MS. BRUSVEN: | nentioned before that the
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Appl i cant has reserved the venue for the public
hearing, so | think we are set in terns of the
i nformati on needed for the public notice when we get
to that point. But we'll continue to coordinate
with PUC staff on the notice, nmake sure it gets to
t he newspaper and support the logistics on that in
any ot her way that woul d be requested.

JUDGE TODNEM G eat. Anything fromthe
Conmi ssi on?

MR, CULBERTSON: Nothing else fromus at
this tinme. Thank you.

JUDGE TODNEM And anything fromthe
Departnent -- I'msorry, anything from Conmerce?

MS. HUNDAL: No concerns, Your Honor.

JUDGE TODNEM  All right. Thank you.
Then | will issue a scheduling order following this
Prehearing Conference with the dates discussed,
along with sone other information, including how
I nterested nenbers of the public may partici pate,
the parties responsibility to provide the primary
exhibit list, and are the parties in agreenent that
all filing will be done through the eDocket systenf

M5. BRUSVEN: W are, Your Honor.

JUDGE TODNEM  And Conmer ce?

MS. HUNDAL: Yes, Your Honor.
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JUDGE TODNEM  And M. Cul bertson,
anyt hing fromthe Conm ssi on:

MR, CULBERTSON: Not hi ng el se. Thank
you, Your Honor.

JUDGE TODNEM  All right. Then with
t hat --

M5. BRUSVEN. |I'msorry, | should have
asked this before. Are there any hard copies you'd
| i ke sent as a courtesy, either the application or
anything else that mght be in the record that would
be hel pful to you?

JUDGE TODNEM  You know, | actually do
nost of nmy review electronically. However, if there
are, you know, I'lIl be honest, | haven't | ooked at
anything closely yet. So if there are certain
exhibits that you feel would be hel pful to have in
paper form pl ease feel free to submt that, but | do
typically use electronic copies for |ike 95 percent
of ny revi ew.

Once we get a little farther along, quite
frankly, that m ght change, as sonetines | wll take
honme a copy of the printed copies after the hearing
because they're there. But | do typically do use
el ectronic, but thank you for asking.

MS. BRUSVEN: And then we would al so, as
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a courtesy, usually send a copy of the Applicant
proposed findings of facts to all the participants
on this call, so Your Honor and then the Departnent
and PUC staff, so you have that as well.

JUDGE TODNEM So are you referring to
filing the copy in the eDocket system and then
providing |i ke a word versi on?

M5. BRUSVEN:  Yes.

JUDGE TODNEM That is greatly
appreciated. |In particular because formatti ng can
get pretty convoluted if we're converting from a
PDF.

M5. BRUSVEN. W'l plan to do that.
Thank you.

JUDGE TODNEM  Thank you. Anything el se
bef ore we conclude? Hearing none then with that we
are adj ourned. Thank you so rmnuch.

(Proceedi ngs were adjourned at 11:15

a.m)
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

I, Jonna Schrupp, do hereby certify
that the above and foregoing transcript, consisting
of the preceding 12 pages is a correct transcri pt
of ny stenographic notes of the proceedings to the
best of ny ability.

Dat ed February 21, 2025

/sl Jonna Schrupp

JONNA SCHRUPP
St enogr aphi ¢ Court Reporter
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