
 

 
Office of Land Management                           Phone: 651-366-4635 
395 John Ireland Boulevard MS 678                                                  Fax: 651-366-3450 
Saint Paul, MN 55155                                                        stacy.kotch@state.mn.us 

 
February 4th, 2022  
 
 
Bill Storm, Environmental Review Manager 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 500 
St. Paul MN 55101 
 
RE: In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota Power for a Certificate of Need and a Route Permit for 
the Duluth Loop Reliability Project in Saint Louis County, Minnesota  
 
PUC Docket Number: E015/CN-21-140, TL-21-141 
 
 
Dear Mr. Storm,   
 
On January 10th, 2022, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (PUC) and the Department of 
Commerce (DOC) issued a Notice of Public Information and Environmental Assessment Scoping 
Meeting and a request for public comment on the scope of the environmental assessment (EA) relating 
to the route permit application by Minnesota Power (Applicant) for the above-mentioned project. The 
Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has reviewed the application regarding the 
proposed project and submits the following comments in response to the Notice. 
 
MnDOT appreciates the opportunity to comment on the scope of the EA. MnDOT wishes to participate 
in the development of the EA so that it will contain a thorough evaluation of the effects various route 
proposals may have on the state transportation system. MnDOT's fundamental interest is to ensure that 
the EA identifies and quantifies, to the extent possible, any impacts the proposed high voltage 
transmission line (HVTL) may have on the safety of the transportation system, the effectiveness of the 
operations or maintenance of the state trunk highway system and any additional costs that may be 
imposed on the state trunk highway fund as a result of the location of the proposed HVTL. 
 
The Applicant has proactively consulted with MnDOT during the planning phase of this route. Pages 
21-23 (attached) of Appendix M in the Application correctly reflect discussion topics, areas of concern, 
and key factors associated with the proposed HVTL crossing of Minnesota Trunk Highway (TH) 53. 
MNDOT believes that the Applicant has a thorough understanding of the challenges presented in 
crossing TH 53 in this area. Since our discussions in early 2021, new challenges to the placement of 
this line have been revealed with the Miller Creek Meandering Project. MnDOT has participated in one 
meeting regarding said project and while the HVTL crossing in this area is still feasible from our 
perspective, further discussions with the Applicant are required on the following: 
 

• Pole placement – the specifics of where the northeast pole, relative to TH 53, can safely be 
constructed will need to be agreed upon between the DNR, the Applicant, and MnDOT. 

• Construction/Permanent Access – the safest point of access for the same northeast pole is still 
undetermined as the surrounding area presents several access challenges. Because MnDOT 
will allow temporary access for construction but not permanent, the Applicant may need to 



acquire other landowner approvals for both temporary and permanent access to this part of the 
project area. 
 

MnDOT anticipates working through these challenges with Minnesota Power, the DNR and other 
parties in the very near future to come to an acceptable resolution for all.  

 
While the proposed HVTL will likely require one Utility Accommodation on Trunk Highway Right of Way 
Permit, the Applicant may need more than one type of permit (MnDOT Permit Forms) such as 
oversize/overweight hauling and other highway access permitting.  
 
Should the PUC issue a route permit for the Duluth Loop Reliability Project, early coordination with 
MnDOT staff is strongly encouraged. All applicable permitting, traffic control and construction 
coordination efforts should be done through MnDOT’s District 1 Engineering Specialist, Wayne Scheer 
at 218-725-2780 / Wayne.Scheer@state.mn.us or Transportation Specialist, Shane Gries at 218-725-
2779 / Shane.Gries@state.mn.us  
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Stacy Kotch Egstad 
Utility Routing and Siting Coordinator 
Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Office of Land Management 
 
cc: Wayne Scheer – MnDOT District 1 Permits 
     Shane Gries – MnDOT District 1 Permits  
 

Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/forms.html
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