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_____________________________ 
Sasha Bergman, Executive Secretary 

NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
ON APPLICATION COMPLETENESS 

Issued: February 11, 2026 
 
In the Matter of the Application for a Certificate of Need for the Gopher to Badger Link 765 
kV High Voltage Transmission Line Project 
 
Docket Number: ET3, E002/CN-25-121 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) is accepting 
comments on the Certificate of Need Application filed by Xcel Energy and Dairyland Power 
Cooperative (collectively, Applicants) for the proposed Gopher to Badger Link 765 kilovolt (kV) 
high voltage transmission line project (Project). 
 
The Gopher to Badger Link Project would involve constructing two new 765-kV high-voltage 
electric transmission lines across Minnesota as part of a broader proposed regional 
transmission network connecting Minnesota, South Dakota, Iowa, and Wisconsin. 
 
In Minnesota, the Gopher to Badger Link Project would include the 2 segments 
 

1. Segment 1: A single-circuit 765 kV high voltage transmission line that would be 
approximately 34 miles between the existing North Rochester Substation and a point 
near Marion, Minnesota. This portion of the route will use lattice structures to support 
the transmission line. The structures will be placed 1,100 to 1,300 feet apart, will 
typically be 150 to 175 feet tall, and will generally require a 250-foot-wide right-of-way. 
 

2. Segment 2: A 765 kV/161 kV double-circuit high voltage transmission line that would be 
approximately 105 miles from near Marion, Minnesota, to the Wisconsin border. 
Segment 2 also includes a new three-circuit breaker 161 kV switching station at a 
location to be identified in Houston County, Minnesota, as well as minor upgrades at 
existing 161 kV substations to support operation of the new Project facilities. This 
portion of the route will use lattice structures to support the transmission line and will 

http://mn.gov/puc
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be placed 1,200 to 1,500 feet apart, and will typically be 150 to 199 feet tall, and will 
generally require a 250-foot-wide right-of-way.  

 
**At this time, Applicants have not submitted proposed routes for the public to review and 
provide comments. Applicants expect to file a separate route permit application with the 
Commission in the fall of 2026. The Commission will review the application as a separate 
proceeding under Minnesota Statute 216I, and will provide opportunity for the public to 
comment at that time. 
 
The project is part of Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) Long Range 
Transmission Planning Tranche 2.1 projects, approved in July 2024 under the MISO 
Transmission Expansion Plan 2024 (MTEP24). 
 
MISO and the Applicants have identified a need for up to 10,000 megawatts of additional 
electrical transmission capacity in Minnesota. As described in the Certificate of Need 
application and MTEP24, the project is intended to: 
 
 Address projected electric reliability overloads and provide support for compliance with 

national electric reliability standards; 

 Improve efficiency in meeting current and future state and regional reliability needs; 

 Provide transmission capacity to serve forecasted residential, commercial, and industrial 
demand, supporting Minnesota’s and the Midwest region’s long-term growth; and 

 Support the transition from fossil-fuel generation to carbon-free energy resources while 
maintaining system reliability. 

 
Comment Period 
 
Initial comment period closes February 25, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. 
Reply comment period closes March 4, 2026, at 4:30 p.m. 
Supplemental comment period closes March 9, 2026, at 4:30 p.m.  
 
Please include the docket number in all communications. Comments received after the close of 
the comment period may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Topics for Comment 
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 Does the certificate of need application contain the information required under Minn. R. 
7849.0220, subp. 2?  

 Are there any contested issues of fact with respect to the representations made in the 
applications? 

 Should the application be evaluated using the Commission’s informal process or 
referred to the Court of Administrative Hearings for contested case proceedings? 

 Are there any additional issues or concerns related to this matter? 
 
Submit Comments 
 
Online: mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments 
Email:  consumer.puc@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail: Consumer Affairs Office 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

  St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
Comments will be made available to the public via the Commission’s website except in limited 
circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act. The Commission 
does not edit or delete personal identifying information from submissions. 
 

Additional Information 
 
Minnesota Statutes and Rules. This project is being reviewed under Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 216B.243 and Minnesota Rules Chapter 7849. The statutes and rules are available for 
review at: revisor.mn.gov. 
 
Review Process. Information on the review processes for large energy infrastructure facilities is 
available on the Commission’s website at: puc.eip.mn.gov. 
 
Filing Requirements. Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies 
are required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All 
parties, participants, and interested persons are also encouraged to use eFiling: 
edockets.state.mn.us, select Sign In/Register and follow the prompts. 
 

https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
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Full Case Record. See all documents filed in this matter via the Commission’s website at: 
edockets.state.mn.us, select Search Documents, enter the docket number (25-121), and select 
Search. 
 
Subscribe to the Docket. To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this 
matter visit: edockets.state.mn.us, select Subscriptions. 
 
Questions about these dockets or Commission process and procedure? Contact Commission 
staff:  

- Sam Lobby at sam.lobby@state.mn.us or 651-201-2205. 
- Logan Kicks at logan.m.hicks@state.mn.us or 651-539-1067 
- Jessica Livingston at jessica.livingston@state.mn.us or 651-539-1068 

 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/
mailto:sam.lobby@state.mn.us
mailto:logan.m.hicks@state.mn.us
mailto:jessica.livingston@state.mn.us
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Robin Benson, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the 
same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD ON APPLICATION COMPLETENESS 
 
Docket Number: ET3,E002/CN-25-121 
 
Dated this 11th day of February, 2026 
 
 
 
 
/s/ Robin Benson 
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1 Lisa Agrimonti lagrimonti@fredlaw.com Fredrikson &
Byron, P.A.

60 South Sixth
Street
Suite 1500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402-
4400
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

2 Michael Ahern ahern.michael@dorsey.com Dorsey &
Whitney, LLP

50 S 6th St
Ste 1500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402-
1498
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

3 Kristine Anderson kanderson@greatermngas.com Greater
Minnesota
Gas, Inc.

1900 Cardinal
Lane
PO Box 798
Faribault MN,
55021
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

4 Sasha Bergman sasha.bergman@state.mn.us Public Utilities
Commission

121 7th Pl E
Ste 350
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes CN-25-
121

5 Matthew Brodin mbrodin@allete.com Minnesota
Pow er

30 West
Superior
Street
Duluth MN,
55802
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

6 Christina Brusven cbrusven@fredlaw.com Fredrikson
Byron

60 S 6th St
Ste 1500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402-
4400
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

7 Mike Bull mike.bull@state.mn.us Public Utilities
Commission

121 7th Place
East, Suite
350
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes CN-25-
121

8 James Canaday james.canaday@ag.state.mn.us Office of the
Attorney
General -
Residential
Utilities
Division

Suite 1400
445 Minnesota
St.
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

9 Cody Chilson cchilson@greatermngas.com Greater
Minnesota
Gas, Inc. &
Greater MN
Transmission,
LLC

1900 Cardinal
Ln
PO Box 798
Faribault MN,
55021
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

10 Ray Choquette rchoquette@agp.com Ag
Processing
Inc.

12700 West
Dodge Road
PO Box 2047
Omaha NE,
68103-2047
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121
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11 John Coffman john@johncoffman.net AARP 871 Tuxedo
Blvd.
St, Louis MO,
63119-2044
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

12 Generic Commerce
Attorneys

commerce.attorneys@ag.state.mn.us Office of the
Attorney
General -
Department of
Commerce

445 Minnesota
Street Suite
1400
St. Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes CN-25-
121

13 Hillary Creurer hcreurer@allete.com Minnesota
Pow er

30 W Superior
St
Duluth MN,
55802
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

14 George Crocker gw illc@naw o.org North
American
Water Off ice

5093 Keats
Avenue
Lake Elmo MN,
55042
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

15 John Farrell jfarrell@ilsr.org Institute for
Local Self-
Reliance

2720 E. 22nd
St
Institute for
Local Self-
Reliance
Minneapolis
MN, 55406
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

16 Eric Fehlhaber efehlhaber@dakotaelectric.com Dakota
Electric
Association

4300 220th St
W
Farmington
MN, 55024
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

17 Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn.us Department of
Commerce

85 7th Place E
Ste 280
Saint Paul MN,
55101-2198
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

18 Daryll Fuentes energy@usg.com USG
Corporation

550 W Adams
St
Chicago IL,
60661
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

19 Todd J. Guerrero todd.guerrero@kutakrock.com Kutak Rock
LLP

Suite 1750
220 South
Sixth Street
Minneapolis
MN, 55402-
1425
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

20 Adam Heinen aheinen@dakotaelectric.com Dakota
Electric
Association

4300 220th St
W
Farmington
MN, 55024
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

21 Annete Henkel mui@mnutilityinvestors.org Minnesota
Utility
Investors

413 Wacouta
Street
#230
St.Paul MN,
55101
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

22 Corey Hintz chintz@dakotaelectric.com Dakota
Electric

4300 220th
Street

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121
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Association Farmington
MN, 55024-
9583
United States

23 Michael Hoppe lu23@ibew 23.org Local Union
23, I.B.E.W.

445 Etna
Street
Ste. 61
St. Paul MN,
55106
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

24 Frank Hornstein frank.hornstein@minneapolismn.gov City of
Minneapolis

350 South 5th
Street
Minneapolis
MN, 55415
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

25 Lori Hoyum lhoyum@mnpow er.com Minnesota
Pow er

30 West
Superior
Street
Duluth MN,
55802
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

26 Travis Jacobson travis.jacobson@mdu.com Great Plains
Natural Gas
Company

400 N 4th St
Bismarck ND,
58501
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

27 Alan Jenkins aj@jenkinsatlaw.com Jenkins at
Law

2950
Yellow tail
Ave.
Marathon FL,
33050
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

28 Richard Johnson rickjohnson@cozen.com Cozen
O'Connor

150 S. 5th
Street
Suite 1200
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

29 Sarah Johnson
Phillips

sjphillips@stoel.com Stoel Rives
LLP

33 South Sixth
Street
Suite 4200
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

30 Breann Jurek bjurek@fredlaw.com Fredrikson &
Byron PA

60 S Sixth St
Ste 1500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

31 Nick Kaneski nick.kaneski@enbridge.com Enbridge
Energy
Company, Inc.

11 East
Superior St
Ste 125
Duluth MN,
55802
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

32 Michael Krikava mkrikava@taftlaw.com Taft Stettinius
& Hollister LLP

2200 IDS
Center
80 S 8th St
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

33 Nicolle Kupser nkupser@greatermngas.com Greater
Minnesota
Gas, Inc.

1900 Cardinal
Ln
PO Box 798
Faribault MN,

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121
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55021
United States

34 James D. Larson james.larson@avantenergy.com Avant Energy
Services

220 S 6th St
Ste 1300
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

35 Eric Lipman eric.lipman@state.mn.us Office of
Administrative
Hearings

PO Box 64620
St. Paul MN,
55164-0620
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

36 Susan Ludw ig sludw ig@mnpow er.com Minnesota
Pow er

30 West
Superior
Street
Duluth MN,
55802
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

37 Kavita Maini kmaini@w i.rr.com KM Energy
Consulting,
LLC

961 N Lost
Woods Rd
Oconomow oc
WI, 53066
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

38 Christine Marquis regulatory.records@xcelenergy.com Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet
Mall
MN1180-07-
MCA
Minneapolis
MN, 55401
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

39 Joseph Meyer joseph.meyer@ag.state.mn.us Office of the
Attorney
General -
Residential
Utilities
Division

Bremer
Tow er, Suite
1400
445 Minnesota
Street
St Paul MN,
55101-2131
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

40 Andrew Moratzka andrew.moratzka@stoel.com Stoel Rives
LLP

33 South Sixth
St Ste 4200
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

41 David Niles david.niles@avantenergy.com Minnesota
Municipal
Pow er
Agency

220 South
Sixth Street
Suite 1300
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

42 Samantha Norris samanthanorris@alliantenergy.com Interstate
Pow er and
Light
Company

200 1st Street
SE PO Box
351
Cedar Rapids
IA, 52406-
0351
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

43 Matthew Olsen molsen@otpco.com Otter Tail
Pow er
Company

215 South
Cascade
Street
Fergus Falls
MN, 56537
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

44 Carol A. Overland overland@legalectric.org Legalectric -
Overland Law
Office

1110 West
Avenue
Red Wing MN,

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121
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55066
United States

45 Greg Palmer gpalmer@greatermngas.com Greater
Minnesota
Gas, Inc.

1900 Cardinal
Ln
PO Box 798
Faribault MN,
55021
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

46 Jennifer Peterson jjpeterson@mnpow er.com Minnesota
Pow er

30 West
Superior
Street
Duluth MN,
55802
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

47 Catherine Phillips catherine.phillips@w ecenergygroup.com Minnesota
Energy
Resources

231 West
Michigan St
Milw aukee WI,
53203
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

48 Benjamin
L.

Porath ben.porath@dairylandpow er.com Dairyland
Pow er
Cooperative

3200 East Ave
S
PO Box 817
La Crosse WI,
54602-0817
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

49 Generic
Notice

Residential
Utilities
Division

residential.utilities@ag.state.mn.us Office of the
Attorney
General -
Residential
Utilities
Division

1400 BRM
Tow er
445 Minnesota
St
St. Paul MN,
55101-2131
United States

Electronic
Service

Yes CN-25-
121

50 Kevin Reuther kreuther@mncenter.org MN Center for
Environmental
Advocacy

26 E
Exchange St,
Ste 206
St. Paul MN,
55101-1667
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

51 Susan Romans sromans@allete.com Minnesota
Pow er

30 West
Superior
Street
Legal Dept
Duulth MN,
55802
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

52 Elizabeth Schmiesing eschmiesing@w inthrop.com Winthrop &
Weinstine,
P.A.

225 South
Sixth Street
Suite 3500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

53 Ken Smith ken.smith@districtenergy.com District
Energy St.
Paul Inc.

76 W Kellogg
Blvd
St. Paul MN,
55102
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

54 Peggy Sorum peggy.sorum@centerpointenergy.com CenterPoint
Energy

505 Nicollet
Mall
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

55 Byron E. Starns byron.starns@stinson.com STINSON LLP 50 S 6th St
Ste 2600
Minneapolis

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121
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MN, 55402
United States

56 Kristin Stastny kstastny@taftlaw.com Taft Stettinius
& Hollister LLP

2200 IDS
Center
80 South 8th
Street
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

57 Cary Stephenson cstephenson@otpco.com Otter Tail
Pow er
Company

215 South
Cascade
Street
Fergus Falls
MN, 56537
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

58 Stuart Tommerdahl stommerdahl@otpco.com Otter Tail
Pow er
Company

215 S
Cascade St
PO Box 496
Fergus Falls
MN, 56537
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

59 Haley Waller Pitts hw allerpitts@fredlaw.com Fredrikson &
Byron, P.A.

60 S Sixth St
Ste 1500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402-
4400
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

60 Joseph Windler jw indler@w inthrop.com Winthrop &
Weinstine

225 South
Sixth Street,
Suite 3500
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

61 Kurt Zimmerman kw z@ibew 160.org Local Union
#160, IBEW

2909 Anthony
Ln
St Anthony
Village MN,
55418-3238
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121

62 Patrick Zomer pzomer@cozen.com Cozen
O'Connor

150 S. 5th
Street, #1200
Minneapolis
MN, 55402
United States

Electronic
Service

No CN-25-
121
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1 Allen and
Sara

Behnken behnken.sara@mayo.edu 3345 100th Ave
NE , MN
Eyota MN, 55934
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

2 Sue Bierly dasut@aol.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

3 Carolyn BMeyer 18233 286th St
Wykoff MN, 55990
United States

Paper
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

4 Sara Bullerman sarabullerman@gmail.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

5 Todd Christensen rochtodd@gmail.com 5382 15th St SE
Rochester MN,
55904
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

6 Jane Christie svchristiefarm@yahoo.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

7 Angela Colbenson angiekyle@acegroup.cc Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

8 Craig Colbenson colbycn@gmail.com 21738 Colby Drive
Rushford MN,
55971
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

9 Andrew DAVID andrew.david.mn@gmail.com 19780 County
Road 566
Bovey MN, 55709
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

10 Barbara Eickhoff leaflizardart@gmail.com 25082 245th Ave
Fountain MN,
55935
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

11 Michael Fields 11191 Wildflow er
Drive
Caledonia MN,
55921
United States

Paper
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

12 Brad Grafe bgrafe@valleytransinc.com 73137 State Hw y
16 W
Grand Meadow
MN, 55936
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

13 Todd Kellogg toddkellogg1@gmail.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

14 Dale Kujath 65174 140th Ave
Wabasha MN,
55981
United States

Paper
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

15 Matt Lany matt_lany@outlook.com 6910 Buckthorn
Drive NW
Rochester MN,
55901
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

16 Myron Lund myronlund1@gmail.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

17 Rebekah Mathew s rebekahjmathew s@gmail.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

18 Brad and
Alison

McNally mcnallybrad.alison@gmail.com 9294 County 5
Caledonia MN,
55921
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121
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19 Gregg Meiners PO Box 502 107
Iow a Ave , MN
Eitzen MN, 55931
United States

Paper
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

20 Jean Meiners crookedcreekw d@gmail.com 805 N. Highw ay
44/76, Suite 1
Caledonia MN,
55921
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

21 Sandra Meyer 516 S. Hw y 44-76
Caledonia MN,
55921
United States

Paper
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

22 Evelyn Osland hv5acjds25@gmail.com 401 7th St SE
Stew artville MN,
55976
United States

Paper
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

23 S R biotic.w alk-3u@icloud.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

24 Mike Sabatke msabatke2020@gmail.com 9121 Azalea Way
Inver Grove
Heights MN, 55077
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

25 David Scanlan landav78@gmail.com 7701 Silver Creek
Rd NE
Eyota MN, 55934
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

26 patsy sebben psebben1958@gmail.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

27 Barry Shepherd bjkg4shep@outlook.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

28 JD Sorensen jds77@myyahoo.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

29 Herb Struss 305 Fox Way
New  Richmond
WI, 54017
United States

Paper
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

30 Linda Wickert hopesmom24@gmail.com Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

31 Ow en Ziemer cdpziemer@gmail.com 2300 County Road
107 NE
Eyota MN, 55934
United States

Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121

32 Andrea Zimmerman azimmerman@piic.org Electronic
Service

No Project Contact
List 25-121
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