Oral Public Meeting Comments Received on the
Northwest Maple Grove 115 kV Transmission
Line Project

Docket No. TL-24-427

Public Meetings

1. April 14,2026 — Maple Grove, Minnesota, 6:00 p.m.
e Five speakers.

2. April 15, 2026 — Virtual, On-Line Meeting, 6:00 p.m.
e One speaker.
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MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  Hell o, good eveni ng.
My nane is Craig Janezich, and | work with the
M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion. Wl cone to
the public informati on and scoping neeting for the
Nor t hwest - -

Can everybody hear ne okay? A little bit
cl oser?

UNI DENTI FI ED:  Yeabh.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: Ckay. Perfect.

We're here for the Northwest Maple G ove
115-kV transm ssion line project. W are going to
have an i n-person neeting, obviously, here today,
and we'll have one tonorrow online. It was part of
the notice, but we can get that information to you
as well if youd like to attend that one. 1In either
case, the sane information will be presented by us.
It's just another opportunity or avenue for people
to participate.

So we'll start off with introductions,
w th, obviously, nyself, Craig Janezich. W'Il| hear
a description of the project from Xcel, we'll hear
about the permt application review from Logan
Hi cks, and then we'll get into questions and
comments that you may have.

Just sone ground rul es about the neeting,

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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pl ease be respectful of others, the presenters and
others here. Also, please take turns. W have a
court reporter here, and it would be hard to have
cross-talk for her to nake a record and have t hat
information for the Conm ssion to nake a deci sion.

The purpose of the neeting is for us to
receive -- the Comm ssion to collect public
information from | andowners, |ocal units of
gover nnent, anybody who nay be interested in wanting
to submt coments. W' re here to hel p devel op that
record for the Conm ssioners to nmake a deci si on.

We're here for you to ask questions, to
review t he process, you can ask the Applicants
questions about the project, and to share your oral
and witten comments with us. There was a comrent
formout on the desk describing the different ways
in which you can participate in the process, if you
didn't get those on your way in.

The Public Uilities Comm ssion will be
permtting the project, and they regul ate el ectric,
natural gas, and |l andline tel ephones, and set rates
and service standards for investor-owned utilities.
We al so issue site permit and route permts for
| arge energy facilities. Those would include power

pl ants, you know, natural gas, w nd, solar, battery,
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hi gh-vol tage transm ssion |ine.

And the Conm ssion, the fol ks who wll
actual ly be naking the decision on the permt
itself, is -- there's a board of five Conmm ssioners.
They are appoi nted by the Governor and approved by
the Senate, and they are the ones, obviously, that
deci de on rates and permts.

This is our anticipated schedule. Again,
as you cane in, we asked that you give us comrents
by April 27th, 2026. W -- the Comm ssion wll
issue a draft route permit in June or July. So
based on the feedback we get in this neeting, the
Comm ssion will |look at a draft route permt, vote
on that. And we'll cone back, and we'll have a
publi c hearing and another comment period. So we'l]l
be here again in late spring/sumrer 2026 for you to
provi de your comments again for us.

W anticipate a report -- the public
hearing report in |ate spring/sumer 2026, and then
a Comm ssion decision in sunmer and fall of 2026.
Just to kind of give you a general tineline of how
t hi ngs may proceed.

' mgoing to go ahead and hand over the
presentation to the Applicants so they can descri be

their project for you and provide sone detail.
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MR. CASEY STOREY: Hello, everyone. My
nane is Casey Storey. | work for Xcel Energy. |I'm
a siting and land rights agent. |1'mnot a technica
expert in all the categories and questions you nmay
have, but we have sone of those folks here. So if
you have questions, we mght be able to address
t hose.

My role is really to facilitate the
permt process with the State and to work with our
consultants to bring the information to the State.
And, then, eventually hopefully build the project
and work on our other permtting regul atory
requirements. So I'Il give you -- we'll tal k about
the project, talk a little bit about the schedul e,
and then there'll be a question and answer session.

Just to get to the basics, the project
pur pose: The purpose is to have a transmi ssion |ine
connect an existing substation to a new substation.
The new substation is needed because the existing
substation is at capacity, and it's to neet
demand -- growi ng denand and reliability in the
regi on.

Aaron M el ke, fromBarr Engineering, is
going to step through the project details, how

things were routed to conme to this route that we're
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proposing, and we'll give you a little bit of
background i nfornati on on what was consi dered and
ki nd of what the routing process | ooks |ike.

MR. AARON M ELKE: Thank you, Casey.

Again, nmy nane is Aaron Melke with Barr
Engi neering. W were hired by Xcel Energy to help
wth the routing process, to identify the route, and
then also wite and prepare the route permt
appl i cation.

So the project, as proposed, is a
1.9-mle, new 115-kV double-circuit transm ssion
line. The right-of-way for that transm ssion |ine
iIs 100 feet, so 50 feet on each side of the center
l[ine. That new transm ssion line wll connect the
West Mapl e Grove substation, which is |ocated on the
west side of 1-94, and it will connect to an
exi sting tap point along an existing |line, and

that's along County H ghway 81. Structures are

between 80 and 150 feet tall, and the span | engths
bet ween t hose poles are -- is between 400 and
600 feet.

The proposed substation on the west side
of 1-94 sits on a property that's 13.5 acres.
That -- that parcel was purchased by Xcel Energy

fromthe city of Maple Grove. The actual substation
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portion will be between three and four acres. So
it's a fenced-in section -- or a fenced-in area that
w || house the equipnent, it will be three to

four acres within that 13-acre parcel.

On that parcel, there'll also be a
regi onal stormmnater pond. That pond wi || support
runoff and serve for runoff fromthe substation
site, but also other regional devel opnent in the
area. Also, within that property, there'll be
natural vegetation and screening planted around the
subst ati on.

So how did we get here? This routing
process and identifying the route began early in
2025. As | already nentioned, we identified our two
connection points: The substation and the tap point
along the existing line. As part of the routing
process, we followed the routing criteria presented
here.

So we ook to mnimze inpacts to hunman
resources, mnimze inpacts to natural resources,
and we prioritize follow ng existing corridors,
things like road right-of-way or existing
transm ssion line and rail Iine.

Lastly, we | ooked at engi neering and

practical feasibility. W asked questions |ike, Can

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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the line be safely constructed? 1Is it practical?
We tried to mnimze zigging and zaggi ng across the
| andscape. W tried to nake a direct -- as direct
or straight a |line as possible.

So we spent the next six nonths of early
2025 gathering information. W sent letters out for
i nput fromstate and federal technical agencies,
agencies |like the DNR, MDOT, the State Historical
Preservation Ofice. W sent |letters to and reached
out to local governnent units, including the city of
Mapl e G- ove, Hennepin County, and we also talked to
Tribal |eaders to | earn and ask them about known
cul tural resources.

About a year ago, April of 2025, we
hosted a public open house in this exact |ocation,
asking for input on our initial routes, and if you
| ook at our map, these were our initial routes that
we had. W had a green line going kind of north
where the proposed route is, and we al so had a
pi nk/ purple |line comng around the south side, and
t hen sone options of where we would connect.

So at that first round of open houses, we
presented -- presented these routes, gathered input,
i ncluding the | ocation of residences, future

projects and | and devel opnent, and Xcel's engi neers
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reviewed the route for constructability.

So this process brought us to where we
are today with a single route shown here. W've
al ready described it, it's 1.9 mles long total.
This route foll ows existing road right-of-way for
100 percent of its length, so it's follow ng an
existing right-of-way. So the |line goes north from
the West Maple G ove substation and follows the [-94
ri ght-of-way going north there for about a half a
mle.

It then crosses over 1-94 and goes east
al ong 105t h Avenue or Arbor Ri dge Par kway, crossing
over an existing transm ssion |line, crossing over
the railroad tracks, and then it goes sout heast
al ong County Hi ghway 81 to the tap -- the tap
| ocati on.

So now I'"mjust going to talk alittle
bit about the regulatory requirenent and where Xcel
is at with that. So, M nnesota Rule says that no
person may construct a hi gh-voltage transm ssi on
line without a route permt fromthe Comm ssion and
only within a route approved by the Comm ssi on.

Wth a route identified, we' ve worked
on -- over the last year, we prepared a route

application. So as part of this route permt

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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application, the Applicants also were required to
prepare an environnental assessnent of the proposed
route.

The environnmental assessnent descri bes
the potential inpacts of the project on both the
human and natural environnent. The environnenta
assessnent, or EA, also describes the scale of the
potential inpacts and how t hese i npacts may be
mtigat ed.

So the EA describes potential inpacts to
both -- to -- and we | ooked at several different
categori es and eval uated these, including human
settl enent, so hones, businesses, aesthetics,
utilities, transportation; hunan health and safety;
| and use, like recreation or zoning capability and
agricultural; |and-based econom es; property val ue;
gr eenhouse gases, greenhouse gas em ssion, and
climate change; natural resources, so wetl ands,
wat er ways, fl oodways; soil, geol ogy, groundwater;
and then we al so | ooked at cultural resources.

The EA is a docunent that is used by the
Conmmi ssion to hel p make a decision on granting a
route permt, and there are copies avail able here.
We have hardcopies. | think there's one out front,

we have one up here, there's a copy at the Maple

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Grove Library, and we al so have digital copies on
t hunb drives here.

So that brings us to -- the last slide
here is kind of the schedule. So to recap, we spent
nost of the first half of 2025 devel oping a route,
identifying a route to try to minimze inpacts. The
second hal f of 2025 was spent devel oping a permt
application and the environnental assessnment. W
submtted the -- a draft application in October of
2025, and we filed our permt application with the
Public Utilities Comm ssion in February of this
year .

So now we're on the | ast box there, under
QL, 2, public neetings. That's where we are here
t oday, gathering comrents and i nput on the permt
application and the environnental assessment. W
anticipate the route permt will be issued sonetine
in 2026. W're |looking to begin construction at the
substation in 2027, wth an anticipated inservice
date of 2028.

MR LOGAN HICKS: All right. That brings
things to ny portion. As Craig said earlier, ny
nane is Logan Hcks. 1'd just like to start off
t hanki ng everyone for taking the tine to be here

tonight. Your guys' input is very valuable to the

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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Conmm ssion, so you being here is a really great
t hi ng, so thank you.

l|"mgoing to discuss a little bit about
t he process going forward fromhere in terns of what
it'"s going to look like for you guys to participate
and how your voice is going to be heard and
i npl enented into the process.

So there are few things that the
Conmmi ssion does consider in terns -- there's a | ot
of things they consider, but in terns of human and
envi ronnental inpacts, as you can see here, | won't
read through themall, but there's a laundry |ist of
t hemes that the Conmm ssion does | ook at.

They al so | ook at ways to reduce those
i npacts by mtigation, avoidance, anything |ike
that, and they put that into conpliance through
standard or special permt conditions. And the
draft -- and in the sanple permt that is avail able
on the table back there, we will be filling that out
t hroughout the process using your guys' input.

So this is how you can help us is by
ei ther tonight having -- you know, saying your
verbal piece, or you can wite sonethi ng down and
get it on the record. And then the Conm ssion wl|

review that and take into considerati on your guys'

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
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I nput .

So as | was saying earlier, there's a
sanple permt back there. This is a very barebones,
nmeat and pot atoes sanple pernmt that has very
standard pernmit conditions. It's kind of a starting
point. So wth your guys' input tonight, we can
maybe tailor it alittle bit better and maybe put
sone special permt conditions in there that would
make sense and nitigate any sort of inpacts that
aren't explicitly discussed in the permt.

So after tonight and after the cl ose of
the comment period on April 27th, the Conm ssion
will fill out a draft permt. W'II|l take that
sanple permt and fill in the blanks and add extra
conditions, and we will distribute that to you guys,
and then we will hold another public neeting in the
area. So you'll get a notice again simlar to this
one, saying, Here's the draft permt. You guys can
review it before the neeting, and then have anot her
meeti ng and we can di scuss that as well.

So this is just a quick visual. So right
now we're at the sanple permt. After this neeting,
we'll nove to the draft permt with any of the
conditions that, you know, we would like to put in

there. And then after that neeting, after we hear
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everybody's -- their decision if there will be a
final permt or not.

So the Applicant, as they said earlier,
wote an EA, an environnmental assessnent. |It's
Section 7 of their application back there. It's a
pretty robust docunent that goes over all of the
m nutia that we tal ked about. The list of inpacts,
human and environnental, they discuss all of that in
their EA.

However, this is everything that is
standard in terns of that. |If there's anything in
there that is local to the area that you guys know
because you guys live there, live around here, we'd
| ove to hear about it. Say that they didn't cover a
body of water or sonething that they woul d be
crossing, we would |l ove to hear that from you guys
and so we can mtigate inpacts to those natural
resources. O if there's any human inpacts, if
there's sonmething that you feel wasn't quite
addressed in the EA, l|et us know

QG her things to think about are route
alternatives. Route alternatives, | will go ahead
and say, you would need -- it has to -- there has to
be an inpact to be mtigated to suggest a route

alternative. You know, it's unfortunate to say, Not
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in ny backyard, but, you know, the idea is that you
don't want to put that inpact on sonebody el se.
Then you're just noving it, not mtigating it,
right? So if you do suggest a route alternative,

pl ease make sure that there's inpacts to be
mtigated. So thank you for that consideration.

So sone of the topics for coment
tonight, if anybody would like to speak after this
or anything that you can think of in your witten
comments on that form Are there potential hunman
and environnmental inpacts, unique characteristics,
or mtigation neasures, including those route
alternatives, that you would |li ke to be proposed for
the project?

I f you guys put this together and we
deci de that, hey, you know what, we need to | ook
into this, we wll wite what we call an addendumto
the environnental assessnent, and we w || post that,
along with the draft permt that we were di scussing
about earlier. So we wll look into it and deci de
if an EA addendumis needed, and if so, we wll be
di stributing that before that next public neeting.
Anot her thing to think about are practical nethods
to mtigate, mnimze, or void inpacts in the

proj ect area.
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All right. So as | said earlier, we're
going to think about that EA addendum is it
necessary? Wat should be included in the draft
permt? Once that's all decided, you'll get a

notice for the next neeting with dates and ti nes,

and there' |l be another coment period as well. So
this is -- this is the first option you guys have to
get your voices heard, and there'll be another
option -- there'll be another opportunity as well.

So I've talked to a | ot of you guys about
this already, about the different ways to conment.
You can do it verbally at the end here. W'IIl have
time to come up and say your piece verbally for the
court reporter to put into the record in their
transcri pt.

You can al so submt that coment sheet

that | tal ked about that's on the table. Li ke |

said, via -- you can leave it here, drop it on the
table here, send it via mail. You can also wite an
emai |, you can see that emai|l address right there.

There's also an online comment form and the link is
there as wel|.

And just, again, a rem nder, please have
those in to us by April 27th by 4:30 p.m W do --

| nmean, if you get it in at 5:00, I'mnot going to
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be nad at you, but just, you know, try to get it in
sooner rather than later.

So some additional infornmation is that
the -- if you would like to see the full case
record, the full record for this exact docket, you
can go to this website that you see up here. |It's
the eFiling website. And if you go to that website

and you enter the Docket Number TL-24-427 -- that is

the specific docket for this project -- you can see
the full record of -- you'll see the Applicant's
application on there, you'll see the notice that you
guys all got in the mail. That's all part of it.

W al so have, | think, a couple coments

on there already. So you guys can view that, and
that's the best way to see how -- to make sure that
everything that you said gets in the record. And if
anyt hing you say -- say you fill out a form and you
don't see it on there in a couple days, give ne or
Craig a call.

So commenting etiquette, we're about to
do sone -- we're about to invite everybody up to
speak if they would like. So just sonme rules, we
don't have anybody signed up to speak, so raise your
hand, and I'lIl cone to you with the m crophone. One

speaker at a tinme so our court reporter can make
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sure that it's a clean and cl ear record.

We ask that you please state and spell
your nane so they can have that on the record, and
we also -- initial comments, please limt to just a
couple mnutes. |If you have nore to say, we'l
definitely give you the tinme. You know, we're here
until 9:00, we have the roomuntil 9:00. So if you
have nore to say, please -- you know, take your
time, but we just ask that your initial comments,
just keep themto a couple m nutes so everybody can
get their say, you know, before they want to go out
and get sone dinner.

And al ways, always, always naintain
respect for others. People have different opinions,
and we're here to give everyone a voice and to
respect that they have the option to have that
voice, right? So just please nmaintain respect for
everyone.

These are the topics for comments that |
had up earlier, so if you guys want to take a read.

W will actually open it up to the
commrents now. Like | said, there's -- no one has
signed up to speak, but if anybody would Iike to,
"Il come bring you the m crophone.

MR, ROBERT ALEXANDER: It's nore of a
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question than a comment. | don't know if anybody --

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Can you speak in --

MR, ROBERT ALEXANDER:  Sorry. | don't
know i f everybody else in their packet --

MR LOGAN HI CKS: Say your nane.

MR. ROBERT ALEXANDER: Robert Al exander,
sorry.

There seens to be -- one of your slides
t hat you covered up there, that you said you could
go to such and such address for the conplete court
report, or whatever you said, | don't see it in the
handout. It |ooks |ike you skipped pages.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yes. That slide, in
particular, was not included in the printout. | can
get you that. | can get that for you.

MR. ROBERT ALEXANDER: Ckay.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Anybody el se have any
comments or questions for us or the Applicants?

| would just also like to say, if you
don't feel that you need to speak tonight, there's
plenty of tinme between now and April 27th. Emai
me, send ne a -- send ne mail. | |ove getting mail,
so feel free to send ne that in the nmail as well.
And like | said, you can also drop it up here on the

table if you want to have anything witten down.
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Yes.

MR. PAT OBl NGER: Pat Obi nger, Fal on
Trust. | talked to a few of the guys here tonight
about pole location. And we kind of ran it out on
the map over there, and it | ooks like there's going
to be a pole right in front of ny place that --
right in front of nmy living roomw ndow.

And there -- | think | talked to you a
little bit about it, it sounds like there's sone
vari ance you can do in there?

MR. AARON M ELKE: Yes. So the span
| ength, or distance between poles, is between 400
and 600 feet, so there is sone flexibility there.
And at the tine, when -- you know, if a route permt
is issued, |land agents wll cone out and work with
| andowners to identify | ocations for those poles,
al ong wi th engi neeri ng.

THE REPORTER: And, Pat, can you spell
your | ast nane, please?

MR PAT OBINGER OB-1-NGE-R

THE REPORTER:  Thank you.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you very nuch.

Ckay. Are there any other questions,
anyt hi ng anybody would |li ke to just coment to us or

t he Applicants?
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M5. JOANNA GELLERMAN: I m ght want to.
Joanna Gellerman, and it's GE-L-L-EER- M A-N.

" mjust curious about the -- the power
surges that cone off those poles and everything, is
there noise that goes with that, or, you know, any
ot her concerns?

MR. CASEY STOREY: There can be noi se
wth rain events or other precipitation contacts
wth those poles -- or those lines, those circuits.
But | think, you know, in dry conditions, it's
i mper cepti bl e.

| don't know, Aaron --

MR. AARON M ELKE: Yeah. So noi se and
EMF is discussed in the route permt application
under the human health and safety section. | think
it's 7.4. So | don't have all the details right off
the top of ny head, but we can -- if you want to
stick around, we can take a look at it after, or you
can take a copy of the docunent with you. So both
sound -- or noise and EMF are di scussed in the
docunent .

M5. JOANN GELLERMAN:  Thank you.

MR, CHUCK LATIA: Chuck Latia, L-A-T-1-A
5800 Arbor R dge Par kway.

And so that was -- | read online about
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what they're saying, but it's in very general terns,
and once the poles are up, then we're on with it,
right? Then it's permanent, there's no trial and
error. | nmean, that was one of ny concerns, was we
won't know until the poles are actually there if
they disturb over-the-air reception, |like for
digital transm ssion over the air.

And | just wondered if anybody had any
experience with other residents that said, after the
poles were installed, did they have to stream
everything, or could they still receive over-the-air
transm ssion for digital tel evision?

MR. AARON M ELKE: | don't have any
personal experience with anyone havi ng probl ens
wi th, you know, satellite TV or antenna from an
electric transm ssion line, and I -- the docunent
states that, that there won't be any interference.

It does tal k about interference to AM
radio --

MR CHUCK LATIA: Yes, yes.

MR. AARON M ELKE: -- which is sonething
t hat can happen.

MR, CHUCK LATIA: W definitely have
that. We've got the |ines behind our house now and

we can get WCCO, but everything is really

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

25-427 - Public Meeting in Maple Grove - 4-14-26 24

strong set -- not that -- you know, that's kind of a
thing of the past, the AM but |'m nore concerned
about the digital television, right? That's a newer
thing. |It's supposed to be nore inpervious to that,
but the question cane up, so | figured, nowis the
time, right?

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yeah, thank you. Just
alittle bit nore on that, |1'd have to go and read
what they say in the docunent, and | believe there's
also -- the pernmt assesses transm ssion
interference. So |let ne double check that, and just
neet with ne afterwards and we can di scuss that.

MR. CHUCK LATIA: Onh, okay, okay.

MR. LOGAN HICKS: Al right. Anybody
el se?

M5. JOANNA GELLERVAN:  The | ast one woul d
be -- not the |last one, but one |I've heard is that
it deval ues your hone when these poles are put up so
close. |'mconcerned about that. You know, |'ve
got a beautiful piece of property, and, you know,
hate to think about that. [|'d like to pass it on to
my children, you know, and not give them junk.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yeah, absolutely. The
property values is assessed in their EA that they

have witten. | don't know if you have that pulled
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up currently or not. Thereis -- | can't -- | won't
speak to it because | don't know it off the top of
ny head, but it is discussed in their EA. And I'm
not sure what the mtigations are for that
currently, but we could | ook at that afterwards as
wel | .

M5. KATHERI NE SI MONSON: | have a
comrent .

MR LOGAN HI CKS: Yes.

M5. KATHERI NE SI MONSON: My nane is
Kat heri ne Sinonson, S I-MONS ON  Excuse ne, |
woul d just second the concern about property val ues.
' mvery concerned about that. In ny opinion, | do
not want to live right by power lines. And I'min a
t ownhone conmmunity, where the very last units down
on Weston Way al ready have power nonopol es ri ght
there, and so | chose not to pick out one of
those for that specific reason. So that's -- |'ve
seen ot her people feel the sane way, and now |I'm
havi ng another project right in front of -- across
the street from ne.

So I'' m concerned about declining property
value, and if there is a way that you fol ks have any
input into that subject with the city assessor --

because they don't seemto have a big concern about
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it at all, as of yesterday's phone call wth them
so. ..

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Thank you for that.

All right. Seeing no nore hands, |I'm
going to help a couple people out here afterwards.
So if you guys have anything, wave ne down. Xcel
w || probably be packing up their stuff, but they
m ght be able to. So | won't testify for them but
t hey' re noddi ng, so there we go.

I f you guys have any questions, like I
said, feel free to reach out to ne or Crai g about
the process. Get your conments into us in any way
possi bl e. And, once again, thank you guys for
com ng out. Your participation is paranount to this
process, so | thank you very nmuch for that.

Al right. Thank you, guys.

(End of public coment.)
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24:18 23:10 10:24;12:3,13, look (10) miles (1)
homes (1) interested (1) 21:19;24:16,17;25:15 |  5:13;8:19;9:17; 10:4
11:13 4:9 Lastly (1) 13:5,13,14,16:16,20; | minimize (5)
hopefully (1) interference (3) 8:24 22:18;25:5 8:19,20;9:2;12:6;
6:11 23:17,18:24:11 late (2) looked (3) 16:24
hosted (1) into (9) 5:16,19 8:24;11:11,20 Minnesota (2)
9:15 3:23:13:7,16,25; later (1) looking (1) 3:3;10:19
house (3) 16:17,20:17:14: 18:2 12:18 minutes (2)
8:3;9:15;23:24 25:24:26:12 LATIA (5) looks (3) 19:5,10
houses (1) introductions (1) 22:23,23,23:20,23, 7.3,20:12,21:5 minutia (1)
9:22 319 24:13 lot (2) 15:7
human (9) investor-owned (1) L-A-T-1-A (1) 13:9,17:10 mitigate (3)
8:19;11:6,12,14; 4:22 22:23 love (3) 14:9;15:17,16:24
13:10;,15:8,18;16:10; | jnvite (1) laundry (1) 15:14,16;20:22 mitigated (3)
22:15 18:21 1312 11:9;15:24;16:6
issue (2) leaders (1) M mitigating (1)
4:23,5:11 9:12 16:3
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mitigation (2) O-B-I-N-G-E-R (1) Parkway (2) pm (1) 9:25
13:15;16:12 21:20 10:12;22:24 17:24 property (7)
mitigations (1) obviously (3) part (4) point (3) 7:23;8:9;11:16;
254 3:12,20;5:6 3:13;8:16;10:25; 7:17,8:15;14:6 24:20,24,25:12,22
MnDOT (1) October (2) 18:12 points (1) proposed (5)
9.8 12:9 participate (3) 8:15 7:10,22;9:19;11:2;
monopoles (1) off (5) 3:18;4:17;13:5 pole (2) 16:13
25:16 3:19;12:23;22:4,16; | participation (1) 21:4,6 proposing (1)
months (1) 25:2 26:14 poles (9) 71
9.5 Office (1) particular (1) 7:20;21:12,16;22:4, | provide (2)
more (7) 9:9 20:14 9;23:2,5,10;24:18 5:17,25
19:5,8,25;24:2,4,8; | Once (3) pass (1) pond (2) Public (12)
26:4 17:4;,23:2,26:13 24:21 :6, 3:3,4,4:7,19;5:15,
most (1) one (13) past (1) portion (2) 18;9:15;12:11,14;
12:5 3:13,15;11:24,25; 24:2 8:1;12:22 14:16;16:22;26:17
move (1) 14:18;18:24;19:22; | PAT (4) possible (2) pulled (1)
14:23 20:8;23:4;24:16,17, 21:2,2,18,20 9:4;26:13 24:25
moving (1) 17;25:17 people (4) post (1) purchased (1)
16:3 ones (1) 3:17;19:14;25:19; 16:18 7:24
much (2) 5.6 265 potatoes (1) pur pose (3)
21:22;26:15 online (3) percent (1) 14:4 4:6;6:17,17
myself (1) 3:13;17:21;22:25 10:6 potential (4) put (7)
3:20 only (1) Perfect (1) 11:5,8,10;16:10 13:16;14:7,24;16:2,
10:22 39 power (4) 15;17:14;24:18
N open (3) period (3) 4:24;22:3;25:14,16
9:15,22;19:21 5:15;14:12;17:6 practical (3) Q
name (8) opinion (1) permanent (1) 8:25;9:1;16:23
3:2;6:2;7:5;12:23; 25:13 23:3 precipitation (1) Q1(2)
19:3;20:5;21:19; opinions (1) permit (32) 22:8 12:14
25:10 19:14 3:22;4:23;,5:3,11, prepare (2) Q2(1)
natural (7) opportunity (2) 13;6:9;7:8;10:21,25; 7:8;11:2 12:14
4:21,25;8:10,20; 3:17;17:9 11:23;12:7,10,15,17; | prepared (1) quick (1)
11:6,18;15:17 option (3) 13:17,18;14:3,4,5,8, 10:24 14:21
necessary (1) 17:7,9;19:16 10,13,14,18,22,23; presentation (1) quite (1)
17:3 options (1) 15:2;16:19;17:4; 5:24 15:19
need (3) 9:21 21:14,22:14;24:10 presented (4)
15:23;16:16;20:20 oral (1) permits (2) 3:16;8:17;9:23,23 R
needed (2) 4:14 423,57 presenters (1)
6:19;16:21 others (3) permitting (2) 4:1 radio (1)
new (4) 4:1,2,19:14 4:20;6:12 Preservation (1) 23:19
6:18,19;7:11,14 out (14) person (1) 9:9 rail (1)
newer (1) 4:16;9:6,10;11:24; 10:20 pretty (1) 8:23
24:3 13:19;14:13;18:17; | personal (1) 15:6 railroad (1)
next (3) 19:11,21:4,15;25:17, 2314 printout (1) 10:14
9.5;16:22;17:5 26:5,11,14 phone (1) 20:14 rain (1)
nodding (1) over (8) 26:1 prioritize (1) 22:8
26:9 5:23;10:11,13,13, pick (1) 821 raise (1)
noise (4) 24;15:6;21.5;23:7 25:17 probably (1) 18:23
22:5,7,13,20 over-the-air (2) piece (3) 26:7 ran (1)
north (3) 23:6,11 13:23;17:13;24:20 problems (1) 21:4
9:18;10:7,9 pink/purple (1) 2314 rates(2)
Northwest (2) P 9:20 proceed (1) 4:21:5:7
3:5,10 place (1) 5:22 rather (1)
notice (4) packet (1) 21:6 process (13) 18:2
3:14,14:17,17:5; 20:4 planted (1) 4:13,17;6:9;7:3,7; reach (1)
18:11 packing (1) 8:10 8:13,17;10:2;13:4,7, 26:11
Number (1) 26.7 plants (1) 20;26:12,15 reached (1)
18:8 pages (1) 4:25 project (15) 9:9
20:12 please (9) 3:11,21;4:14,20; read (4)
O paramount (1) 4:1,2;16:5;17:23; 5:25;6:11,14,16,24; 13:12;19:20;22:25;
26:14 19:2,4,8,17;21:19 7:10;11:5;16:14,25; 24:8
OBINGER (3) parcel (3) plenty (1) 18:9;25:20 really (3)
21:2,2,20 7:24,8:4,5 20:21 projects (1) 6:8;13:1;23:25
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reason (1) rights (1) 25:25 sooner (1) stuff (1)
25:18 6:3 seems (1) 18:2 26:7
recap (1) road (2) 20:8 Sorry (2) subject (1)
12:4 8:22;10:5 Senate (1) 20:3,7 25:24
receive (2) ROBERT (5) 5:6 sort (1) submit (2)
4:7,23:11 19:25;20:3,6,6,16 send (4) 14:9 4:10;17:16
reception (1) robust (1) 17:19;20:22,22,23 sound (1) submitted (1)
23:6 15:6 sense (1) 22:20 12:9
record (10) role (1) 14:9 sounds (1) substation (12)
4:4,11;13:24;17:14, 6:8 sent (2) 21:9 6:18,18,19,20;7:15,
18:5,5,10,16;19:1,3 | room (2) 9:6,9 south (1) 22,25;8:7,11,15;10:8;
recreation (1) 19:7;21:7 serve (1) 9:20 12:19
11:15 round (1) 87 southeast (1) suggest (2)
reduce (1) 9:22 service (1) 10:14 15:24;16:4
13:14 route (28) 4:22 span (2) summer (1)
region (1) 4:23;5:11,13;6:25; session (1) 7:19;21:11 5:20
6:22 7:7,8;8:13;9:19;10:1, 6:15 speak (7) support (1)
regional (2) 3,5,21,22,23,24,25; |set (2) 16:8;18:22,23; 8:6
8:6,8 11:3,23;12:5,6,17; 4:21;24:1 19:23;20:2,20;25:2 | supposed (1)
regulate (1) 15:21,22,24;16:4,12; | settlement (1) speaker (1) 24:4
4:20 21:14;22:14 11:13 18:25 sure (4)
regulatory (2) routed (1) several (1) special (2) 16:5;18:15;19:1;
6:12;10:18 6:25 11:11 13:17;14:8 254
reliability (1) routes (3) share (1) specific (2) surges (1)
6:21 9:16,17,23 4:14 18:9;25:18 22:4
reminder (1) routing (5) sheet (1) spell (2)
17:23 7:3,7;8:12,16,17 17:16 19:2;21:18 T
report (3) Rule (1) shown (1) spent (3)
5:18,19;20:11 10:19 10:3 9:5;12:4,7 table (4)
reporter (5) rules(2) side (4) spring/summer (2) 13:19;17:17,19;
4:3,17:14,18:25; 3:25;18:22 7:13,16,22;9:20 5:16,19 20:25
21:18,21 runoff (2) signed (2) standard (3) tailor (1)
required (1) 87,7 18:23;19:23 13:17;14:5;15:11 14:7
1112 similar (1) standards (1) talk (4)
requirement (1) S 14:17 4:22 6:13,14;10:17;
10:18 SIMONSON (3) start (2) 23:18
requirements (1) safely (1) 25:7,10,11 3:19;12:23 talked (6)
6:13 9.1 S1-M-O-N-S-O-N (1) | starting (1) 9:11;15:7;17:10,17;
residences (1) safety (2) 25:11 14:5 21:3,8
9:24 11:14;22:15 single (1) State (5) tall (1)
residents (1) same (2) 10:3 6:9,10;9:7,8;19:2 7:19
239 3:16;25:19 site(2) states (1) tap (4)
resour ces (6) sample (5) 4:23,8:8 23:17 7:17;8:15;10:15,15
8:20,20;9:13;11:18, 13:18;14:3,4,14,22 | siting (1) step (1) technical (2)
20;15:18 satellite (1) 6:3 6:24 6:3;9:7
respect (3) 23:15 sits (1) stick (1) telephones (1)
19:14,16,17 saying (4) 7:23 22:18 4:21
respectful (1) 13:22;14:2,18;23:1 | six (1) still (2) television (2)
4:1 scale (1) 95 2311 23:12,24:3
review (4) 11:7 skipped (1) STOREY (3) terms (5)
3:22;4:13;13:25; schedule (3) 20:12 6:1,2,22:7 13:4,9,10;15:11;
14:19 5:8,6:14;12:4 dide (2) stormwater (1) 231
reviewed (1) scoping (1) 12:3;20:13 : testify (1)
10:1 34 dides (1) straight (1) 26:8
Ridge (2) screening (1) 20:8 94 thanking (1)
10:12;22:24 8:10 soil (1) stream (1) 12:24
right (18) second (2) 11:19 23:10 themes (1)
12:21;14:21;16:4; 12:7;25:12 solar (1) street (1) 13:13
17:1,20;19:17;21:6,7; | section (3) 4:25 25:21 there'll (6)
22:16;23:3;24:3,6,14; 8:2;15:5;22:15 somebody (1) strong (1) 6:15;8:5,9;17:6,8,9
25:14,16,20;26:4,16 | Seeing (1) 16:2 24:1 three (2)
right-of-way (5) 26:4 sometime (1) Structures (1) 813
7:12;8:22;10:5,7,9 seem (1) 12:17 7:18 throughout (1)
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13:20 units (3) website (3) 100 (2)
thumb (2) 4:8;9:10;25:15 18:6,7,7 7:13;10:6 o]
12:2 up (15) Welcome (1) 105th (1)
timeline (1) 11:25;17:13;18:6, 33 10:12 9:00 (2)
5:21 21,23;19:20,21,23; | West (4) 115-kV (2) 19:7.7
times (1) 20:9,24;23:2;24:5,18; 7:15,16,22;10:8 3:11;7:11
17:5 25:1;26:7 Weston (1) 135(1)
TL-24-427 (1) use (1) 25:16 7:23
18:8 11:15 wetlands (1) 13-acre (1)
today (3) used (1) 11:18 84
3:12;10:3;12:15 11:21 wind (1) 150 (1)
together (1) using (1) 4:25 7:19
16:15 13:20 window (1)
tomorrow (1) Utilities (5) 217 2
3:13 3:3;4:19,22;11:14; within (3)
tonight (7) 12:11 8:4,9;10:22 2025 (6)
12:25;13:22;14:6, without (1) 8:14,9:6,14;12:5,7,
11;16:8;20:20;21:3 \ 10:21 10
top (2) wondered (1) 2026 (5)
22:17;25:2 valuable (1) 23:8 5:10,16,19,20;
topics (2) 12:25 work (5) 12:18
16:7,19:19 value (2) 3:2,6:2,9,12;,21:15 2027 (1)
total (1) 11:16;25:23 worked (1) 12:19
10:4 values (2) 10:23 2028 (1)
townhome (1) 24:24;25:12 write (4) 12:20
25:15 variance (1) 7:8;13:23;16:17,; 27th (4)
tracks (1) 21:10 17:19 5:10;14:12;17:24;
10:14 vegetation (1) written (4) 20:21
transcript (1) 8:10 4:15;16:9;20:25;
17:15 verbal (1) 24:25 4
transmission (13) 13:23 wrote (1)
3:11,5:1;6:17;7:11, | verbally (2) 154 4:30 (1)
12,14;8:23;10:13,20; 17:12,13 17:24
23:7,12,16;24:10 via (2) X 400 (2)
transportation (1) 17:18,19 7:20;21:12
11:14 view (1) Xcel (6)
trial (1) 18:14 3:21;6:2;7:6,24; 5
23:3 visual (1) 10:18;26:6
Tribal (1) 14:21 Xcel's (1) 5:00 (1)
9:12 voice (3) 9:25 17:25
tried (2) 13:6;19:15,17 50 (1)
9:23 voices (1) Y 7:13
Trust (2) 17:8 5800 (1)
21:3 void (1) year (3) 22:24
try (2) 16:24 9:14;10:24;12:12
12:6;18:1 vote (1) yesterday's (1) 6
turns (1) 5:13 26:1
4:2 600 (2)
TV (1) w Z 7:21;21:13
23:15
two (1) water (1) zagging (1) 7
8:14 15:15 9:2
waterways (1) zigging (1) 7
U 11:19 9:2 15:5
wave (1) zoning (1) 740
under (2) 26:6 11:15 22:16
12:13;22:15 way (6)
unfortunate (1) 4:18;18:15;25:16, 1 8
15:25 19,23;26:12
UNIDENTIFIED (1) |ways(3) 1.9(1) 80 (1)
3:8 4:16;13:14;17:11 10:4 7:19
unique (1) WCCO (1) 1.9-mile (1) 81(2)
16:11 23:25 7:11 7:18;10:15
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In the

SCOPI NG & | NFORVATI ONAL MEETI NG - 24-427
VI RTUAL - APRIL 15, 2026 - 6:00 P.M
BEFORE THE COURT OF ADM NI STRATI VE HEARI NGS5
FOR THE M NNESOTA PUBLI C UTI LI TI ES COW SSI ON

Matter of the Application of Xcel Energy for a

Route Permt for the Northwest Maple G ove 115 kV
Transm ssion Project in the Gty of Maple G ove, Hennepin

County,

M nnesot a

MPUC DOCKET NO  EO02/ TL- 24-427

Hearing held renotely via:

Webex & Tel ephone

April 15, 2026

COURT REPORTER: Christine Sinons, RVR RPR
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MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  Hell o, good eveni ng.
My nane is Craig Janezich. WIlcone to the public
i nformati on and scoping neeting for the Northwest
Mapl e G ove 115-kV transm ssion line project. This
is the second neeting. The first neeting, of
course, we had in Maple G ove yesterday evening.

Just a general background of the neeting
and what we anticipate to happen today: ||
provi de sone brief introductory renmarks about the
Public Utilities Comm ssion. W' Il hear about the
project from Xcel, we'll hear about the project --
or the permt application review from Logan Hi cks
fromthe M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion, and
then we'll get into questions and comments for those
at t endi ng.

Just sone ground rules: W just ask that
fol ks be respectful of one another, and, of course,
don't talk over each other. W need to get an
accurate record for the -- for the Conm ssion, and
to make the court reporter's job a little bit
easi er.

The purpose of today's neeting is to
recei ve input and conpile the record for the
Conmi ssion's permt decision. |It's an opportunity

for folks to ask staff about the process and ask the
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Appl i cants about the proposed project.

Pl ease share your oral and witten
coments. There'll be nore informati on on how to
provide witten comments |later in the presentati on,
as well as to seek -- or find additional infornmation
about the project.

The M nnesota Public Uilities Comm ssion
regul ates electrical, natural gas, and | andline
tel ephone utilities. It sets rates and standards
for investor-owned utilities. They issue route
permt and site permts for large energy facilities,
power plants -- that includes natural gas, w nd,
solar -- battery energy storage, transm ssion |ines,
and certain pipelines. The Conm ssion is nade up of
five Comm ssioners appointed by the Governor and
approved by the Senate.

This is a general overview of the
anticipated schedule. W expect to have a draft
route permt and the decision on the need for an
addendumin July and July -- June or July of 2026.
We antici pate an addendum if necessary, in the
sumrer of 2026.

We antici pate public hearings and a
comment period in |ate spring and sunmmer of 2026.

So folks wll have another opportunity to provide

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

25-427 - Virtual Public Meeting - 4-15-26

comments. At which point, there'll be a public
hearing report in |ate spring/sumer 2026. The
Conmmi ssion decision is anticipated to be in the
sumrer or fall of 2026.

Now, I'Il hand it over to the Applicant
so they can present on their project.

MR. CASEY STOREY: Thanks, Craig.

H , everybody. M nane is Casey Storey.
|"ma siting and | and rights agent for Xcel Energy,
and I'll be describing a little bit about our
project today. W do have a coupl e technical
experts joining us that may be able to answer any
questions you have at the end of the presentation.

Go ahead, Craig. You can nove the slide.

So I'll go over a little project
i nformation, give an overview of the project as
we' ve proposed it in our route permt application,
al so tal k about the process we took to get to that
proposed route, and go a little bit into the
schedul e, which Craig has nore or less laid out
already. And then we'll have the discussion --

di scussi on and question session. Logan will step
t hrough sone PUC activities for commenting after our
present ati on.

Next sli de.
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So just to give you an overview of our
proj ect purpose, the purpose of our project is to
connect an existing substation -- the Elm Creek
substation -- to a proposed new substation in Mple
G ove. The intent is to inprove electricity supply,
systemreliability, and to neet grow ng denmand f or
electricity consunption, and just general growh
from a busi ness and residential standpoint in areas,
particularly west of Interstate 94. As I'll show
you in the followi ng slides, the new substation is
proposed west of 94.

Go ahead, next slide.

So our current project, as proposed, is
the transm ssion line going from-- well, it's in
Mapl e G- ove, Hennepin County. |It's approximately
1.9 mles |ong, 115-kV double-circuit transm ssion
| i ne, acconpani ed by a 100-foot right-of-way, so
50 feet on either side of center. The project also
proposes a new West Maple G ove substation. That's
shown in the green box in the sout hwest corner of
t he graphic there.

From t he new West Mapl e Grove substati on,
we woul d nove up north with the transm ssion |ine
along Interstate 94, then head east connecting --

or, well, going underneath an existing transm ssion
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line, paralleling -- or crossing the railroad
tracks, paralleling the railroad tracks, and
transiting down to a tap endpoint to an existing
line to eventually connect to a substation, the
exi sting substation.

The structures generally for this project
are going to be in the range of 80 to 150 feet in
hei ght, and span anywhere between 400 to 600 feet
dependi ng on the topography and the need for
crossing things like the interstate there and ot her
turning points and that sort of thing.

Next sli de.

Here's nore of an inset of the proposed
West Mapl e Grove substation. Xcel owns this parcel,
havi ng purchased it fromthe city of Maple G ove.
It's 13 and a half acres, but of that, about three
to four acres will be the fenced portion of what you
typically associate with the substation.

The ot her portions of the parcel wll be
alittle bit of open space, just, you know, room a
stormnvat er pond for treating sone inpervious area,
and sone fencing and natural vegetative screening,
as well as an access road or access point. And then
there'll be area for -- room for other

infrastructure to be installed, distribution |ines
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and ot her equi pnent.

Next sli de.

So to give you an overview, you know,
we' ve brought to the Comm ssion a route permt
application that has a single route shown on it, but
we have considered a nunber of routes and segnments
for routes during our selection process.

W started the routing process in early
2025 by first beginning with our two endpoints. So
know ng we needed to get west of 94 and know ng our
tap point needed to be sonewhere along State
Route 81, we followed the, you know, general routing
criteria, which is to mnimze inpacts to hunman
resources, so hones, businesses, recreational areas,

and pl anned future devel opnent, both comrercial and

residential. Al so, mnimzing i npacts to natural
resources, like wetlands, special habitats, and
cultural resources, |ike archeol ogi cal resources and

hi storic structures.
Qur criteria also, you know, nakes us
| ook at road right-of-way, basically already
devel oped corridors as nmuch as possi bl e, including
exi sting transm ssion lines. And then we al so
eval uate the constructability and feasibility of the

al i gnnment .
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So in sone instances you just nmay not be
able to get to where you want to go, even if other
portions of the route m ght be viable. So | ooking
at these different colored routes here, these are
sone of the segnents that were | ooked at. You know,
we've cone to the final, you know, concl usion that
we' ve proposed here with that blue route in the
upper portion connected to the green route, so
that's our proposed route corridor.

And, again, the route is the transm ssion
l'i ne, but we're proposing a 500-foot-w de corridor
to give flexibility during construction. That's
what goes to the Conm ssion and what's in our
application and what the public can view through a
nunber of neans.

Next sli de.

Just a little further into our eval uation
process, so we did have about six nonths of
gathering infornmation. W sent out letters to the
public, to state and federal resource agencies,
| ocal governnent units. W hosted an open house in
the spring of l|last year, and, you know, we continue
to get feedback from fol ks.

But we received feedback froma nunber of

peopl e and a nunber of organizations and gover nnent
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agencies in the community. The city of Maple G ove
wote a letter in support of our proposed route, and
ot her fol ks, business owners and residents, have

gi ven us input on the route as we've gone through
this process.

Next sli de.

So, yeah, we've ended up with a proposed
route. Wiich I'"'mjust reiterating again, the blue
line is not set in stone, but the blue line is a
probabl e | ocation within our route corridor. So the
route corridor in this graphic is depicted by the
red shape there of the outline. So there's roomto
nove that blue line within it, you know, based on
t hings that we conme across, or having to avoid
vari ous structures or other infrastructure that
cones about in this -- in the construction and
pl anni ng process.

The right-of-way, as | nentioned before,
is 100 feet; 50 feet on either side of the line. A
route is 500 feet wde. You know, and we coul d
continue to gain input fromproperty owners and the
public on, you know, readjustnents in that area.
And really, as Logan will go into, you can conmnent
really on any facet of this project.

Qur route does go along 105th, which has
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another nane. |It's been renaned. | apologize, |I'm
forgetting it -- oh, it's Arbor R dge Parkway. So a
route goes fromthe Wst -- the proposed West Mapl e

G ove substation, north about a half mle to the
west side of 94, crosses over 94, foll ows Arbor

Ri dge Par kway, goes to a point where it crosses
underneath an existing transm ssion |line along State
Route 81, and then goes to a tap point connecting to
an existing transmssion |line. Again, parallel to
the railroad tracks and al ong 81.

Next sli de.

This is to give you just a little
background on what we've gone through and what we're
required to do as we present nmaterials to the PUC
and the public. So, you know, any person or entity
is prohibited fromconstructing a high-voltage
transm ssion line without getting a route permt, so
that's where we've cone to this point of proposing a
route permt.

As part of the route permt application,
the Applicant has to prepare an environnent al
assessnent, which is Section 7 of our application
materials, which you can view online and in print.
The environnmental assessnent is a conprehensive

docunent that | ooks at potential inpacts of the
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project on the human and natural environnent. It

al so gets into sone details and anal ysis of scal e of
those inpacts -- potential inmpacts on different
resource categories and how the project would
propose to mtigate those inpacts.

Next sli de.

The categories that are evaluated are
listed here, and | don't have to run down through
all of them But, you know, the EA goes on to
descri be potential inpacts to human settl ement,
basi cally human and natural environnent. So human
settl enent, human health and safety, |and use
conpatibility, |and-based econom es, you know,
property value, inpacts to property val ues,
gr eenhouse gas -- gases and climate change, natural
resources, cultural resources, and, you know, other
facets and categories, agriculture, soil, soil
resources, and other topics.

The copies, like |I nmentioned, are
avai l able for your review, but there's a copy of the
docunent, the application and the EA, at the Mple
Grove Library. You can also download it fromthe
PUC s website, and Logan will have sone infornmation
inthe link to that location later on in this

present ati on.
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Next sli de.

Finally, with our overall schedule --
again, Craig has shown the schedul e, their process
at the PUC. As | nentioned, we had a spring open
house in April last year. From June through
Novenber, we engaged with a nunber of agencies
like -- so MaDOT, the city of Maple G ove, other
entities that comunicated with us after receiving
noti fications about the project.

FromJuly to Cctober of |ast year, we
assenbled a draft application, submtted that in,
and received sone input fromthe PUC on the draft.
And then we filed the application to the PUC in
February of this year

So going on to the PUC process, we're in
the -- we've gone through the conpl et eness review,
and the public neeting, so that's the stage we're at
right now. Sonetine this year we expect a permt
I ssuance to cone towards -- to us.

After that, we'd go through easenent
acqui sitions and what we call downstream permts.
So once we've got the state approval to nove forward
wth the project, we then need to do final design,
proposed final design, and start getting permts

from-- for, you know, potential -- or, yeah,
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short-terminpacts, wetland resources, you know,
| ocal road use, those sorts of things. And we have
a tentative start date to begin construction in the
third quarter of 2027, with the project being
conpleted and in service and functioning in Q4 of
2028.

That's the last slide for nme, and | think
Logan fromthe PUC will take it fromhere. Thanks.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Yeah, absol utely.
Thank you, Casey, for the explanation.

So, yeah, wel cone to anyone attendi ng.
As they said, ny nane is Logan Hicks. | work at the
Public Utilities Commssion with Craig. So I'm
going to kind of explain a little bit about how --
the process is going to look |like going forward in a
little bit nore detail. W saw the tinelines, but
this is kind of like the nuts and bolts of
ever yt hi ng.

So there's certain things that the
Conmi ssi on needs to consi der when deciding if
they're going to grant a route permt, and the
things that, you know, they consider are potenti al
human and environnental inpacts, as Casey di scussed,
right?

So, you know, you're tal king about your
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soils, your human and health i ssues, everything they
di scuss there. And then to think about ways that we
can reduce those inpacts, and then, of course,
there's ways that we can make the Applicants conply
with these mitigations through standard or speci al
permt conditions. And then, you know, there's, of
course, a conplaint process which involves the
public as well.

So today we're having this neeting to
informyou of the -- not only just the project, but
ways that you can participate. And so we are
interested in the public's input on different
envi ronnent al aspects, whether it be human or
natural. Because you guys live in the area, you
guys understand the area better than we do, right?

So we want to hear fromyou on, you know,
things that -- that are inportant to you, things
that woul d i npact you differently than naybe that --
their environnental assessnent and their application
st at ed.

Next slide, Craig.

So in the process, we start with a sanple
permt. This is a very generic, no-filled-out sort
of permit for high-voltage transm ssion |ines that

has very standard permt conditions. You know, very
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generic things that we've devel oped over the years
that we find that they have to mtigate: Here are

i npacts that are going to happen and you have to
mtigate them \Wether that be |i ke damagi ng a
property during installation or conmuni cation
interference through, like, television waves, things
li ke that, they are required to mtigate those, and
those are all standard conditions.

We're here today to tal k about, naybe,
sone special permt conditions. Things that, you
know, are interested -- that you guys, as the | ocal
popul ous, are interested in, things that, you know,
we may not under st and.

So we're reaching out to you to help
devel op what we call a draft permt. So we take our
sanple route permt, the very barebones with all the
standard conditions, and we input it and fill it in.
And then we input special permt conditions, if they
are -- if they're deened necessary, and we can have
the Applicant conmply with those if the -- if the
Conmmi ssion grants that permt with those speci al
condi ti ons.

Now, so we're going to develop this draft
permit. And we're going to put it out to you guys,

and we're going to have anot her public neeting.
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This is only the very first round of public neetings
in which you can di scuss what's going on. So you
tell us what you would like for the Applicant to
mtigate in terns of construction of the project, we
would put it in the permt. W'd release that
permt, and we'd give you notice so we can neet

agai n and di scuss any other options wth that draft
permt.

Next slide real quick, Craig.

So here's just a quick diagram So we're
at the sanple permt stage, and we are getting your
guys' input. That's where the arrow is right now,
we're in that arrow between "sanple" and "draft
permt." So we're trying to get any i nportant
i ssues to you -- for you guys, and we will -- if
they can be mitigated and it is an appropriate
mtigation, we'll put it in that draft permt.

Wth that draft permt, we wll also
decide if there is an EA addendumthat is required,
which we will kind of go a little bit nore into here
inabit. But after that draft permt has been
i ssued, we will neet again, and that's that other
arrow. And then we will eventually |and on a final
permt before the Comm ssion nakes its decision on,

you know, if it wants to approve that permt or not.
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Next slide, Craig.

So | nentioned an EA addendum So the
envi ronnental assessnent that was conducted by the
Applicant is included in their application. It has
been reviewed, and it has been found to be conplete
t hrough statutory, you know, obligations, right?
However, maybe it's m ssing sonmething that is
important to you folks or it's not discussing a
certain mtigation that, you know, is anple, right?

So you guys want to discuss that and
comrent that on here. W take your comments, and
we, you know, |look into them And then we wl|l
deci de, as the Comm ssion, if an EA addendumi s
necessary. | nean, if we have to |l ook into
sonet hi ng, you know, naybe a water body was m ssed
in the original environnental assessnent, you know,
and that's just a nade-up exanple. But the idea is
that we would | ook at this again and decide if we
need to create a little bit nore of an environnment al
assessnent record.

And so there are things that, you know,
we're asking of you today. So one of the -- are
t here any potential human or environnental inpacts
that are mssing fromthe EA and the application?

Are there any nore -- are there any additi onal
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mtigation neasures that we need to eval uate, and
are there any route alternatives?

That route alternative is -- I'"'mgoing to
explain that a little bit nore. So you can, as the
public, offer route alternatives, and with that
route alternative, it has to mtigate an inpact, an
identified inpact.

So, you know, if you don't want it
spanni ng a water body, you could say, | would prefer
it not do that, let's go this route because it
woul dn't cross any water bodies. That's a mtigated
i npact. Saying you don't |like the way it | ooks and
you want it to go -- you don't like it here, | want
it to go sonewhere else is not really an inpact
mtigation. |It's -- you know, you're just shifting
that inpact fromone place to another, if that nakes
sense. So if you're going to do a route
alternative, please nake sure that it is mtigating
an identified inpact.

Next slide, please.

So there's topic for comments today, the
things that -- you know, these are just a couple
questi ons we wanted you guys to think about when
presenting your comments to us today, it's: Are

there any potential or environmental inpacts, unique
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characteristics, or mtigation neasures -- that's
i ncluding those route alternatives -- for the
proposed project needing further devel opnent in an
EA addendun? And we al so want to know, Are there
any other practical nethods to mnimze, mtigate,
or avoid any of those inpacts that we should
consider and put into that draft permt?

Next topic, please.

And answeri ng those questions that you
guys will provide and any sort of comments, we wll
take a ook to see if an EA is necessary, and if it
is, the Comm ssion thenselves wll wite it. And
t hen what other conditions we should include in the
draft permt, and that -- those -- the EA addendum
deci sion and the draft permt -- will conme out
around the sane tine. |If we do have to have an EA
addendum the draft permt will cone out with that
addendum So there mght be a little bit of a gap,
but they should cone out close to the sane tine.

Next slide, Craig.

So there is a few different ways to
coment. W can -- you can provide verbal comrents
today at the end of this little slide presentation
we have. We will call for people to comment if they

woul d |i ke. There is an online comment form
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There's a comment sheet that is a hardcopy, but this
is avirtual forum so that doesn't help us here.

But if you go online, there is a website under the
PUC, and if you go to that --

It's not showi ng up here, Craig, which
m ght be an issue, but it should be a link there,
and | do not have it off the top of ny head.

But if you go to the Public Utilities
Commi ssion's website and there's a "Get |nvol ved”
button, and you can click that and then you can file
a comment using the website online. And if all that
fails, you can just send ne nmail to the address
listed right there.

My enmail address is also not show ng up,
whi ch is strange, but you can enmil at Logan,
L-OGA-N M as in Matthew, Hi cks,
HI-CGCK-S@tate.m. us. That's ny enmil address for
anybody who wants to give nme their comments. Now,
we ask that all comments be turned in by April 27th
at 4:30 p.m

Next slide, please.

So all of this is going to be -- is on
what is called an official case record. It's a
docket, an eDocket if you will, and that is what the
Conmmi ssi on bases the decision on. It is everything
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that is on the record. They can't base it on
anything that's ex parte, so they do not | ook at
anything that is not in the record. To get an idea
of what is in the record, you can go to that website
that you see there and type in 24-427, and you w ||
see the full case record there, that includes the
Applicant's full application wth the environnental
assessnent attached.

It also -- it covers -- it will have the
noti ce that you guys got for this exact project, and
it will also have the decision of an environnent al
assessnment addendum and the draft permt once those
are conmplete. So if you go to that website, it wll
have everything there.

You can also sign up for the mailing |i st
by going to that website as well, or you can emil
eservi ce.adm n@tate.mMm.us. O you can even call,
if you give themthat docket nunber, 24-427, they
wll add you to the mailing list. You can also
subscri be electronically on that sane website.

Next slide, Craig.

So comrenting etiquette, we're about to
open that up to anybody who wants to speak. One
speaker at a tine. That's going to be pretty easy

because we can control if you're nuted or not. \Wen
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you do conme on, we ask that you pl ease state and

spell your nane for the court reporter because this

will be on the record. And we also ask that you
[imt your comments to just a couple mnutes. |If
you have nore to say, we'll cone back around to you.

W just want to make sure that everybody has a
chance to speak in a tinely nanner, and, as al ways,
pl ease mai ntain respect for others.

Next slide, Craig.

This is just a quick rem nder for anybody
who wants to comment. The questions we are | ooking
at are potential human and environnental inpacts,
and nethods to mnimze, mtigate, or avoid those
I npact s.

So, yeah, with that being said, next
slide, Craig.

Alittle bit nore of a -- you know, to do
here, presentation of conments.

Next sli de.

Awesone. Yeah. So we're about to open
it up, and we will call on you. So if you would
like to speak and if you have a -- if you're on the
Webex webi nar, you can use the chat function or
rai se your hand function, because that's a thing

now. And then we wll call on you, and you can

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

25-427 - Virtual Public Meeting - 4-15-26 24

unnmute yourself, and we'll be able to get you going.
If you are on the tel ephone, | believe it's -- which
one is that? *3, yes.

So with that, we will open it up to
coments that people may have. Feel free to raise
your hand, hit *3, send a chat in. Watever you
woul d i ke to do, |et us know.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Just for fol ks that
are attending virtually and not over the phone, in
the chat | put Logan's email address, and | al so
created a link to the project website so peopl e can
see that.

Again, if you want -- if you're a caller
and you'd like to chat or you'd like to provide a
comrent, press *3. That will indicate to us that
you' d like to make a comrent on the docket.

O herwi se, for people who would |ike
to -- who are attending virtually, there's a chat
icon in the |ower right-hand corner of the screen
that says "Chat,"” and that wll just |let us know
that you would like to talk and we'll unnute you.

Ch, Di ane has just raised her hand.

D ane, I"'mgoing to unnute you, hold on one second.
D ane, can you hear us?

M. DI ANE FEIST: Yes, | can. Can you
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hear

al

me?
MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  Perfectly, yeah. W

can hear you. So go ahead and ask your question

or make your comment, pl ease.

f ew

pr o]

t hat

our

t hat

M5. DI ANE FEI ST:  Sure. | got on just a
mnutes late, | just caught the tail end of the
ect nap.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH:  Sure.

MS. DIANE FEIST: |Is there a way to put

back up agai n?

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: Absol utely.

MS. DI ANE FEIST: | wanted to see where
-- ny husband and ny address is in relation to

proj ect map, because the nmailing -- the mailer

we got, it was pretty faded as far as where we're

| ocated at.

dot t
mai |
corr

way

r out

Ckay. |I'mseeing the -- okay. So the
ed purple, because it's different than what the
er is, that's just a notice area; is that
ect? The purple little dashes that go all the
ar ound.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: Not - -

MS5. DIANE FEIST: O is that the actual
e?

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  The purple dot, |
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think, is to just focus in -- 1I'l|l defer to Xcel on
this, but I think the purple area is just kind of an
outline of the idea -- |ike, the general area of

the -- of where we're |ooking to put the route. But
|'d hate to speak for Xcel, this is their map, so
1" --

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: Ckay.

MR CRAIG JANEZICH -- 1'Ill defer to
them and they can hel p you answer that question.

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: GCkay. M question
is -- nmy question is this, because it |ooks like if
| ook right up on the top --

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH:  Yeah.

MS. DIANE FEIST: -- it |looks |ike the
dash -- the purple dashes are going right through
the m ddl e of our property, and |I'm concerned
because El m Creek Park Reserve runs in our backyard.

MR CRAI G JANEZI CH: Ri ght .

M5. DIANE FEIST: And is that going to
take -- | don't know what kind of equipnent they're
putting up or how that works or where that's going
to be. Because I'ma little, to be honest, naive to
all this, but |I'mwondering, are they taking any of
our land for this or --

MR CRAIG JANEZICH | think to, maybe,
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hel p narrow down the map just -- if you | ook at the
blue line and --

M5. DI ANE FEI ST: Uh- huh.

MR, CRAI G JANEZICH: -- not the purple
line, but the blue line that runs al ong 105t h Avenue
North and then travels south sort of along 694 |[sic]
there --

M5. DI ANE FEI ST: Um hmm

MR CRAI G JANEZICH: -- that's where the
proposed route that the Applicants are proposing to
the PUC, that's their proposed route.

M5. DIANE FEIST: Oay. So it |looks to
me that -- if I"'mlooking at this correctly, is that
then south of Territorial then, correct?

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH. Xcel, do you want
to --

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: Because | |ive on
Territorial Road.

MR. CRAI G JANEZICH  Yeah, I'mgoing to
defer to Xcel on that and | et them answer your
questi on.

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: Gkay. Thank you.

MR. CASEY STOREY: Yeah. Hi, D ane.

This is --
M5. DI ANE FEI ST: Hi .
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MR. CASEY STOREY: -- Casey Storey with
Xcel. Yeah, so the purple area is just the overview
of the study area that was evaluated for the general
environnent. But, yes, it -- the project's going to
be south of -- as proposed, just south of 81 --
State Route 81, so south of Territorial.

M5. DI ANE FEIST: Ckay. Al right.
Good. So that won't affect our property or the Elm
Creek that goes through our backyard, okay.

MR CASEY STOREY: Correct, not as
pr oposed.

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: Gay. Thank you.

THE REPORTER: Diane, this is Christine.
I'mthe court reporter. Can | get your |ast nane,
pl ease?

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: Sur e. It's Feist, F as
in Frank, E-1-S-T.

THE REPORTER: Thank you so nuch.

M5. DI ANE FEI ST: Sorry about that, |
forgot to include that.

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH And I'Il1l just say,
D ane, this is -- yeah, just to really clarify the
point that this is the Applicant's proposed route.
There is a chance a | andowner coul d possi bly propose

an alternative route. In which case, you woul d be
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notified again of that change, but this is the --
the route that the Applicant has proposed to date,
so does that --

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: GOkay. | was just very
concerned --

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH:  Yeah.

M5. DI ANE FEI ST: -- because the purple
dashes or blue, or whatever that color is that is
show ng at your end --

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH:  Yeah.

MS. DIANE FEIST: -- looks like it's
goi ng right through our house and through our whole
property; we have 16 acres.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: Ckay. Yeah.

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: GCkay. All right.
Thank you. That's all for ne.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Yeah, just raise
your hand if sonething cones to you and we'll cal
you back.

MS. DI ANE FEI ST: Ckay.

MR, CRAIG JANEZICH So |I'mgoing to go

back to the slide that gives fol ks directions on how

to participate if they want, but I will repeat
the -- or talk about the slide for those that are
attendi ng via phone. |If you're interested in making
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a comment, press *3. That wll signify to us that
you're interested in making a conmment, and we can --
we can either answer it or listen -- just listen to

what you have to say.

MR, LOGAN HICKS: Al right. Well, I'm
not hearing anything so far, Craig. | think
that's -- we just have one nore phone caller. |If

t he person on the phone, if you would |li ke to speak,
remenber to hit *3.

QG her than that, if we're not -- if we
don't hear anything in the next 30 seconds or so, |
think we could wap up.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: That sounds good.

And just for the individual that is
calling in, of course, you can send us an enmail or
use the comment -- witten comment form This isn't
your only opportunity to ask us -- ask us questions
or submt coments. W'd just ask that you do that
by April, | believe, it's 20th.

Is that right, Logan?

MR, LOGAN HI CKS: April 27th.

MR, CRAI G JANEZI CH: 27t h.
MR LOGAN HICKS: 4:30 p.m
MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH:  Yeah.
MR. LOGAN HICKS: Well, |I'mnot seeing

Shaddix & Associates - Stenographic Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

25-427 - Virtual Public Meeting - 4-15-26 31

anything else. | think we can wap it up there, if
everybody -- if you're okay with that, Craig?

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Yeah, that sounds
good.

MR. LOGAN HI CKS: Awesone. Well, thank
you, everyone, for comng out. W really appreciate
your attendance.

MR. CRAI G JANEZI CH: Have a good eveni ng,
ever ybody.

(Public comrent concl uded.)
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