
PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
TRADE SECRET DAT A HAS BEEN EXCISED 

BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 

In the Matter of Otter Tail Power Company's 
Petition for Approval of the Customer 
Eligibility, Updated Baseline and Annual 
Update to its Energy-Intensive, Trade
Exposed Rider Surcharge Rate 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF HUBBARD ) 

PUC Docket No. E-017/M-21- 99

AFFIDAVIT OF WADE SEMELISS 

I, Wade Semeliss, being first duly sworn upon oath, state as follows: 

1. I am the Lumbermill Manager at the PotlatchDeltic lumber mill in Bemidji, Minnesota (the

"PotlatchDeltic Mill"), the largest lumber producer in the state. The PotlatchDeltic Mill

produces precision cut studs (in 2"x4" and 2"x6" sizes, 7' to 9' in length).

The PotlatchDeltic Mill's Contributions to Minnesota 

2. The PotlatchDeltic Mill is a large employer in northwest Minnesota, employing an average

of 110 people during 2020. The total wages for these employees are close to [TRADE

SECRET DATA BEGINS ... ... TRADE SECRET DATA ENDS], the

total benefits are approximately [TRADE SECRET DATA BEGINS ...

. . . TRADE SECRET DATA ENDS], and the payroll for the PotlatchDeltic Mill is roughly

[TRADE SECRET DAT A BEGINS ... ... TRADE SECRET DATA

ENDS]. Average compensation at the PotlatchDeltic Mill is [TRADE SECRET DATA

BEGINS ... - ... TRADE SECRET DATA ENDS] per year, and turnover averages

around 5%. Our starting hourly wage for an entry level mill position is over $24 per hour,

plus a substantial benefits package that includes, among other benefits, paid vacation, paid

sick leave, medical, dental, and vision insurance, 401k match, and short- and long-term

disability insurance.
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FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SA YETH NOT. 

2021 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 1s-r day of f��W-f 2021. 

My commission expires: _1-/_3_1_,_}_J._0_�_1' __ 
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Wade Semeliss, Lumbermill Manager 
PotlatchDeltic Land & Lumber, LLC 

KELSEY RAE BOE 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

0 _, 
MINNESOTA 

',,,,,,.,,.,,. ...... My Commission Expires Jan. 31, 2022 
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Exhibit B provided with the non-public version of this affidavit has been marked "Trade 
Secret" in its entirety. Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0500, subp. 3, OTP-BITE provides the 
following description of the excised material: 

1. Nature of the Material: Exhibit Bis an excerpt from a competitive assessment of the
electricity rates of western stud/short lumber mills that was commissioned by the participants in 

the study. It shows the results of a survey of participants' electrical power rates, electrical power 
costs, and power usage. 

2. Authors: The study was authored by the Beck Group.

3. Importance: The excerpt contains sensitive business information that was provided by
participants on the condition that the information would be kept confidential. 

4. Date the Information was Prepared: The study was prepared/updated in August
2017. 
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