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APPENDIX D 
Tribal Correspondence  



Appendix D is organized as follows: 
 
Table 1. Tribal Mailing List 
These are the individuals that were the primary addressees or copied on agency letters. All 
correspondence was sent via email. 
 
Sample Letter 
All letters were identical. A sample letter is provided. 
 
Table 2. Tribal Correspondence Archive 
Provides a summary of correspondence sent and received. 
 
Tribal Correspondence 
Provides correspondence sent to and received by agencies. Emails are provided; however, given a 
sample letter is included herein, individual letters are excluded.  



 
Table 1. Tribal Mailing List 

Tribe or Tribal Organization Contact Name Address Email Letter 
1854 Treaty Authority Sonny Myers 4428 Haines Rd; Duluth, MN  55811 smyers@1854treatyauthority.org Primary Addressee 

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 

Jaylen Strong 1500 Bois Forte Rd; Tower, MN  55790 jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov Primary Addressee 
Carlos Hernandez 5344 Lakeshore Dr; Nett Lake, MN  55772 carloshernandez@boisforte-nsn.gov Primary Addressee 
Cathy Chavers  cchavers@boisforte-nsn.gov Copied 
Amy Drift  amy.mason@boisforte-nsn.gov Copied 
Perry Drift  pdrift@boisforte-nsn.gov Copied 
Shane Drift  sdrift@boisforte-nsn.gov Copied 
Miranda Lilya  mlilya@boisforte-nsn.gov Copied 

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa Tribal Government Robert Moyer, Jr.  rmoyer@boisforte-nsn.gov Copied 
Bois Forte Reservation Tribal Council Tara Geshick  tara.geshick@boisforte-nsn.gov Copied 

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

Evan Schroeder 28 University Rd; Cloquet, MN  55720 evanschroeder@fdlrez.com Primary Addressee 
Bruce Savage 1720 Big Lake Rd; Cloquet, MN  55720 brucesavage@fdlrez.com Primary Addressee 
Robert Abramowski  robertabramowski@fdlband.org Copied 
Brad Blacketter  bradblacketter@fdlband.org Copied 
Scott Buchanan  scottbuchanan@fdlrez.com Copied 
Caleb Dunlap  calebdunlap@fdlband.org Copied 
Wally Dupuis  wallydupuis@fdlband.org Copied 
Earl Otis  earlotis@fdlband.org Copied 
Bill Thompson  billthompson@fdlrez.com Copied 
Ian Young  ianyoung@fdlband.org Copied 

Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 

Rob Hull PO Box 428; Grand Portage, MN  55605 thpo@grandportage.com Primary Addressee 
Robert Deschampe PO Box 428; Grand Portage, MN  55605 robertdeschampe@grandportage.com Primary Addressee 
April McCormick  aprilm@grandportage.com Copied 
Toby Stephens  tobys@grandportage.com Copied 
Agatha Armstrong  agathaa@grandportage.com Copied 
Krishna Woerheide  kwoerheide@grandportage.com Copied 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Gina Lemon 190 Sailstar Dr NW; Cass Lake, MN  56633 gina.lemon@llojibwe.net Primary Addressee 
Faron Jackson, Sr. 190 Salistar Dr NW; Cass Lake, MN  56633 faron.jackson@llojibwe.net Primary Addressee 
Mike Chosa  mike.chosa@llojibwe.net Copied 



Tribe or Tribal Organization Contact Name Address Email Letter 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 

Kyle Fairbanks  kyle.fairbanks@llojibwe.net Copied 
Gov Relations  govt.relations@llojibwe.net Copied 
LeRoy Staples Fairbanks 
III 

 leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.net Copied 

Craig Tangren  craig.tangren@llojibwe.net Copied 
Steve White  steve.white@llojibwe.net Copied 
Leonard Fineday  leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net Copied 
Brandy Tofte  brandy.toft@llojibwe.net Copied 

Lower Sioux Indian Community 

Cheyanne St. John 39527 Reservation Highway 1; Morton, MN  56270 cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com Primary Addressee 
Robert Larsen 39527 Reservation Highway 1; Morton, MN  56270 robert.larsen@lowersioux.com Primary Addressee 
Deb Dirlam  deb.dirlam@lowersioux.com Copied 
Joseph OBrien  joey.obrien@lowersioux.com Copied 
Robert Prescott  bob.prescott@lowersioux.com Copied 
Tyler Prescott  tyler.prescott@lowersioux.com Copied 
Miranda Sam  miranda.sam@lowersioux.com Copied 
Kristi Schoen  kristi.schoen@lowersioux.com Copied 
Nizhoni Smith  nizhoni.smith@lowersioux.com Copied 

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

Mike Wilson 43408 Oodena Dr; Onamia, MN  56359 mike.wilson@millelacsband.com Primary Addressee 
Virgil Wind 43408 Oodena Dr; Onamia, MN  56359 virgil.wind@millelacsband.com Primary Addressee 
Kelly Applegate  kelly.applegate@millelacsband.com Copied 
Carolyn Beaulieu  carolyn.beaulieu@millelacsband.com Copied 
Sheldon Boyd  sheldon.boyd@millelacsband.com Copied 
Harry Davis  harry.davis@millelacsband.com Copied 
Jamie Edwards  jamie.edwards@millelacsband.com Copied 
Charles Lippert  charlie.lippert@millelacsband.com Copied 
Shena Matrious  shena.matrious@millelacsband.com Copied 
Wendy Merrill  wendy.merrill@millelacsband.com Copied 

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Joel Smith  jsmith@mnchippewatribe.org Primary Addressee 

Prairie Island Indian Community 

Noah White 5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd; Welch, MN  55089 noah.white@piic.org Primary Addressee 
Grant Johnson 5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd; Welch, MN  55089 jody.puddu@piic.org Primary Addressee 
Constance Campbell  tori.campbell@piic.org Copied 
Michael Childs, Jr.  michael.childsjr@piic.org Copied 



Tribe or Tribal Organization Contact Name Address Email Letter 

Prairie Island Indian Community 

Blake Johnson  blake.johnson@piic.org Copied 
Ronald Johnson  ron.johnson@piic.org Copied 
Valentina Mgeni  valentina.mgeni@piic.org Copied 
Jessie Seim  jessie.seim@piic.org Copied 
Heather Westra  heather.westra@piic.org Copied 

Red Lake Nation 

George Branchaude 15484 Migizi Dr; Red Lake, MN  56671 george_branchaude@redlakenation.org Primary Addressee 
Darrel G. Seki, Sr. 15484 Migizi Dr; Red Lake, MN  56671 dseki@redlakenation.org Primary Addressee 
Jason Defoe  jasondefoe@redlakenation.org Copied 
Vernelle Lussier  vernelle.lussier@redlakenation.org Copied 
Joe Plumer  joe.plumer@redlakenation.org Copied 
Marie Spry  mariespry@grandportage.com Copied 
Samuel Strong  sam.strong@redlakenation.org Copied 

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 

Leonard Wabasha 2330 Sioux Trail NW; Prior Lake, MN  55372 leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org Primary Addressee 
Cole W. Miller 2330 Sioux Trail NW; Prior Lake, MN  55372 cole.miller@shakopeedakota.org Primary Addressee 
Bill Rudnicki 2330 Sioux Trail NW; Prior Lake, MN  55372 bill.rudnicki@shakopeedakota.org Primary Addressee 
Steve Albrecht  steve.albrecht@shakopeedakota.org Copied 

Upper Sioux Community 

Samantha Odegard PO Box 147; 5722 Travers Ln; Granite Falls, MN  
56241 samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov Primary Addressee 

Kevin Jensvold PO Box 147; 5722 Travers Ln; Granite Falls, MN  
56241 kevinj@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov Primary Addressee 

Jeremy Hamilton  jhamilton@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov Copied 
Adam Savariego  adams@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov Copied 
Camille Tanhoff  kamip@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov Copied 
Caralyn Trutna  carrie@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov Copied 

White Earth Nation 

Jacob Syverson PO Box 418; White Earth, MN  56591 jacob.syverson@whiteearth-nsn-gov Primary Addressee 
Michael Fairbanks 35500 Eagle View Rd; Ogema, MN  56569 michael.fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov Primary Addressee 
Laura Erickson  laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 
Henry Fox  henry.fox@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 
Christie Haverkamp  christie.haverkamp@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 
Mike Laroque  mike.laroque@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 
Nate Mathews  nathan.mathews@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 
Jacob McArthur  jacob.mcarthur@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 



 

Tribe or Tribal Organization Contact Name Address Email Letter 
Mike Smith  icecrackingswamp@gmail.com Copied 

White Earth Reservation Business Committee 
Eugene Sommers  eugene.sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 
Joe Tonihka  joe.tonihka@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 
Laurie York  laurie.york@whiteearth-nsn.gov Copied 



 

c/o Apex Clean Energy 

8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 

T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 

apexcleanenergy.com 

 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Carlos Hernandez 
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
5344 Lakeshore Dr 
Nett Lake, MN  55772  
carloshernandez@boisforte-nsn.gov 
 
Jaylen Strong 
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
1500 Bois Forte Rd  
Tower, MN  55790 
jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Carlos Hernandez & Jaylen Strong, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit5 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project6 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 

 
5 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
6 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 



Carlos Hernandez & Jaylen Strong 
September 10, 2025 
 
 

  2 

The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-  
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Cathy Chavers, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Amy Drift, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Perry Drift, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Shane Drift, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Miranda Lilya, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Robert Moyer, Jr., Bois Forte Band of Chippewa Tribal Government 
Tara Geshick, Bois Forte Reservation Tribal Council 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 

mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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Table 2. Tribal Correspondence Archive 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tribe or Organization Big Bend Action Description Date 
1854 Treaty Organization Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Bois Forte Band of Chippewa Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet September 10, 2025 
Correspondence 
received Indicating comments forthcoming September 10, 2025 

Correspondence sent Thank you September 10, 2025 

Lower Sioux Indian Community 

Correspondence sent Notification email as function of Settlement Agreement (no 
response) August 20, 2025 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Correspondence sent Meeting invitations as a function of Settlement Agreement 
(no response) October 10, 2025 

Correspondence sent Meeting invitations as a function of Settlement Agreement 
(no response) October 20, 2025 

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet September 10, 2025 
Correspondence 
received Contact Jamie Edwards (on mailing list) September 10, 2025 

Correspondence sent Thank you September 10, 2025 

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Prairie Island Indian Community Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Red Lake Nation Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 10, 2025 

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet September 11, 2025 
Correspondence 
received No concerns September 11, 2025 

Correspondence sent Thank you September 11, 2025 

mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com
mailto:dgrev@hotmail.com


 

Tribe or Organization Big Bend Action Description Date 

Upper Sioux Community 

Correspondence sent Notification email as function of Settlement Agreement (no 
response) August 20, 2025 

Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 11, 2025 

Correspondence sent Meeting invitations as a function of Settlement Agreement 
(no response) October 10, 2025 

Correspondence sent Meeting invitations as a function of Settlement Agreement 
(no response) October 20, 2025 

Correspondence 
received 

Request for additional information and to potentially 
participate in field surveys December 8, 2025 

Correspondence sent Thank you; will contact to coordinate December 9, 2025 

White Earth Nation Correspondence sent Introduction email, letter and factsheet (no response) September 11, 2025 



 
 
 
 
 
1854 Treaty Authority 
  



From: Andrew Levi
To: smyers@1854treatyauthority.org
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:33:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_1854 Treaty Authority.pdf

Dear Sonny Myers,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
 

mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:smyers@1854treatyauthority.org
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
http://www.merjent.com/

nmerj[[ewmt






 


c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Sonny Myers 
1854 Treaty Authority 
4428 Haines Rd  
Duluth, MN 55811 
smyers@1854treatyauthority.org 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Sonny Myers, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit1 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project2 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
1 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
2 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Sonny Myers 
September 10, 2025 
 
 


  2 


Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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Bois Forte Band Chippewa 
  



From: Andrew Levi
To: carloshernandez@boisforte-nsn.gov; jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov
Cc: cchavers@boisforte-nsn.gov; amy.mason@boisforte-nsn.gov; pdrift@boisforte-nsn.gov; sdrift@boisforte-nsn.gov;

mlilya@boisforte-nsn.gov; rmoyer@boisforte-nsn.gov; tara.geshick@boisforte-nsn.gov;
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:34:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Bois Forte Band of Chippewa.pdf

Dear Carlos Hernandez & Jaylen Strong,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 

mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:carloshernandez@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:cchavers@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:amy.mason@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:pdrift@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:sdrift@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:mlilya@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:rmoyer@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:tara.geshick@boisforte-nsn.gov
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
http://www.merjent.com/
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Carlos Hernandez 
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
5344 Lakeshore Dr 
Nett Lake, MN  55772  
carloshernandez@boisforte-nsn.gov 
 
Jaylen Strong 
Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
1500 Bois Forte Rd  
Tower, MN  55790 
jaylen.strong@boisforte-nsn.gov 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Carlos Hernandez & Jaylen Strong, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit5 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project6 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 


 
5 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
6 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Carlos Hernandez & Jaylen Strong 
September 10, 2025 
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The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-  
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Cathy Chavers, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Amy Drift, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Perry Drift, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Shane Drift, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Miranda Lilya, Bois Forte Band of Chippewa 
Robert Moyer, Jr., Bois Forte Band of Chippewa Tribal Government 
Tara Geshick, Bois Forte Reservation Tribal Council 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
  



From: Andrew Levi
To: brucesavage@fdlrez.com; evanschroeder@fdlrez.com
Cc: robertabramowski@fdlband.org; bradblacketter@fdlband.org; scottbuchanan@fdlrez.com;

calebdunlap@fdlband.org; wallydupuis@fdlband.org; earlotis@fdlband.org; billthompson@fdlrez.com;
ianyoung@fdlband.org; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:37:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa.pdf

Dear Bruce Savage & Evan Schroeder,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Bruce Savage 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
1720 Big Lake Rd 
Cloquet, MN  55720  
brucesavage@fdlrez.com 
 
Evan Schroeder 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
28 University Rd 
Cloquet, MN  55720 
evanschroeder@fdlrez.com 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Bruce Savage & Evan Schroeder, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit9 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project10 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission  


 
9 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
10 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Bruce Savage & Evan Schroeder 
September 10, 2025 
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line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.   
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Robert Abramowski, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Brad Blacketter, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Scott Buchanan, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Caleb Dunlap, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Wally Dupuis, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Earl Otis, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Bill Thompson, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Ian Young, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
  



From: Andrew Levi
To: robertdeschampe@grandportage.com; thpo@grandportage.com
Cc: aprilm@grandportage.com; tobys@grandportage.com; agathaa@grandportage.com;

kwoerheide@grandportage.com; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:38:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa.pdf

Dear Robert Deschampe & Rob Hull,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Robert Deschampe  
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN  55605 
robertdeschampe@grandportage.com 
 
Rob Hull 
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN  55605 
thpo@grandportage.com 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Robert Deschampe & Rob Hull, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit11 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project12 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission  


 
11 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
12 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Robert Deschampe & Rob Hull 
September 10, 2025 
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line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
April McCormick, Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Toby Stephens, Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Agatha Armstrong, Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Krishna Woerheide, Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
  



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Andrew Levi
To: Gina Lemon; Faron Jackson
Cc: Mike Chosa; Kyle Fairbanks; Government Relations; Leroy Fairbanks III; Craig Tangren; Steve White; Leonard

Fineday; Brandy Toft; Brie Anderson
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 4:19:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image003.png
image004.png

Gina,
 
Thank you for your response. We look forward to receiving your comments.
 
Have a good evening!
 
--Andrew
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
From: Gina Lemon <gina.lemon@llojibwe.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 3:59 PM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>; Faron Jackson <faron.jackson@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Mike Chosa <mike.chosa@llojibwe.net>; Kyle Fairbanks <kyle.fairbanks@llojibwe.net>;
Government Relations <govt.relations@llojibwe.net>; Leroy Fairbanks III
<leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.net>; Craig Tangren <craig.tangren@llojibwe.net>; Steve White
<steve.white@llojibwe.net>; Leonard Fineday <leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft
<brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>; Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

Andrew,
 
We will add this project to our Off Reservation/Land Claim Areas Review List and provide you with a
comment with regard to historic properties.
 
Thank you for consulting.

mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:gina.lemon@llojibwe.net
mailto:faron.jackson@llojibwe.net
mailto:mike.chosa@llojibwe.net
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mailto:govt.relations@llojibwe.net
mailto:leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.net
mailto:craig.tangren@llojibwe.net
mailto:steve.white@llojibwe.net
mailto:leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net
mailto:leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net
mailto:brandy.toft@llojibwe.net
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=useraffa90d3
http://www.merjent.com/

nmerj[[ewmt













CAUTION: This email originated from outside our organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you’re unsure of an email, or would like to check the authenticity of an
email, forward it to: reportemails@llojibwe.net or call the MIS Office: (218) 335-
3750. 
IMPORTANT: 
- NEVER enter your email credentials if prompted by an unknown link. 
- If you’ve already entered your credentials in a phishing email or are receiving
unexpected MFA prompts, notify MIS and your management immediately.

 
Gina M. Lemon, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
109 Sailstar Drive NW
Cass Lake, MN 56633
 
Office: 218-335-2940/Cell: 218-368-3668
Please leave a message if I do not answer, thank you!
 

Gina Lemon
THPO

.

. gina.lemon@llojibwe.net
http://www.llojibwe.org/
190 Sailstar Drive NW, Cass Lake, MN 56633

        .

This email, including attachments, is confidential and/or legally privileged. It is intended for
use only by the person to whom it is directed. If you are not the intended recipient and/or
received it in error, you should reply by email to the sender; delete this email, including
deletion of all associated text files from storage locations including individual and network
storage devices; and refrain from disseminating or copying this information. 

From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:39 PM
To: Faron Jackson <faron.jackson@llojibwe.net>; Gina Lemon <gina.lemon@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Mike Chosa <mike.chosa@llojibwe.net>; Kyle Fairbanks <kyle.fairbanks@llojibwe.net>;
Government Relations <govt.relations@llojibwe.net>; Leroy Fairbanks III
<leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.net>; Craig Tangren <craig.tangren@llojibwe.net>; Steve White
<steve.white@llojibwe.net>; Leonard Fineday <leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft
<brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>; Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

Dear Faron Jackson, Sr. & Gina Lemon,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in

mailto:reportemails@llojibwe.net
mailto:gina.lemon@llojibwe.net
http://www.llojibwe.org/
mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:faron.jackson@llojibwe.net
mailto:gina.lemon@llojibwe.net
mailto:mike.chosa@llojibwe.net
mailto:kyle.fairbanks@llojibwe.net
mailto:govt.relations@llojibwe.net
mailto:leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.net
mailto:craig.tangren@llojibwe.net
mailto:steve.white@llojibwe.net
mailto:leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net
mailto:brandy.toft@llojibwe.net
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com


Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain information that is
confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or store this message unless
you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message in error, please forward it to
the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Gina Lemon
To: Andrew Levi; Faron Jackson
Cc: Mike Chosa; Kyle Fairbanks; Government Relations; Leroy Fairbanks III; Craig Tangren; Steve White; Leonard

Fineday; Brandy Toft; Brie Anderson
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 3:59:33 PM
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Andrew,
 
We will add this project to our Off Reservation/Land Claim Areas Review List and provide you with a
comment with regard to historic properties.
 
Thank you for consulting.
 
Gina M. Lemon, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe
109 Sailstar Drive NW
Cass Lake, MN 56633
 
Office: 218-335-2940/Cell: 218-368-3668
Please leave a message if I do not answer, thank you!
 

Gina Lemon
THPO

.

. gina.lemon@llojibwe.net
http://www.llojibwe.org/
190 Sailstar Drive NW, Cass Lake, MN 56633

        .

This email, including attachments, is confidential and/or legally privileged. It is intended for use only
by the person to whom it is directed. If you are not the intended recipient and/or received it in error,
you should reply by email to the sender; delete this email, including deletion of all associated text
files from storage locations including individual and network storage devices; and refrain from
disseminating or copying this information. 

From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:39 PM
To: Faron Jackson <faron.jackson@llojibwe.net>; Gina Lemon <gina.lemon@llojibwe.net>
Cc: Mike Chosa <mike.chosa@llojibwe.net>; Kyle Fairbanks <kyle.fairbanks@llojibwe.net>;
Government Relations <govt.relations@llojibwe.net>; Leroy Fairbanks III
<leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.net>; Craig Tangren <craig.tangren@llojibwe.net>; Steve White
<steve.white@llojibwe.net>; Leonard Fineday <leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net>; Brandy Toft
<brandy.toft@llojibwe.net>; Brie Anderson <brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside our organization. Do not click links
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe. If you’re unsure of an email, or would like to check the authenticity of an
email, forward it to: reportemails@llojibwe.net or call the MIS Office: (218) 335-
3750. 
IMPORTANT: 
- NEVER enter your email credentials if prompted by an unknown link. 
- If you’ve already entered your credentials in a phishing email or are receiving
unexpected MFA prompts, notify MIS and your management immediately.

 

Dear Faron Jackson, Sr. & Gina Lemon,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the confidential
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From: Andrew Levi
To: faron.jackson@llojibwe.net; gina.lemon@llojibwe.net
Cc: mike.chosa@llojibwe.net; kyle.fairbanks@llojibwe.net; govt.relations@llojibwe.net; leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.net;

craig.tangren@llojibwe.net; steve.white@llojibwe.net; leonard.fineday@llojibwe.net; brandy.toft@llojibwe.net;
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:38:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Faron Jackson, Sr. & Gina Lemon,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Faron Jackson, Sr.  
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
190 Salistar Dr NW 
Cass Lake, MN  56633 
faron.jackson@llojibwe.net 
 
Gina Lemon 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
190 Salistar Dr NW 
Cass Lake, MN  56633 
gina.lemon@llojibwe.net 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Faron Jackson, Sr. & Gina Lemon, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit13 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project14 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission  


 
13 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
14 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Faron Jackson, Sr. & Gina Lemon 
September 10, 2025 
 
 


  2 


line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Mike Chosa, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Kyle Fairbanks, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Gov Relations, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
LeRoy Staples Fairbanks III, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Craig Tangren, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Steve White, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
Leonard Fineday, Leech Lake Bank of Ojibwe 
Brandy Tofte, Leech Lake Bank of Ojibwe 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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Project Overview Map
Big Bend Transmission Line Extension


Martin County, Minnesota
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From: Andrew Levi
To: robert.larsen@lowersioux.com; cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com
Cc: deb.dirlam@lowersioux.com; joey.obrien@lowersioux.com; bob.prescott@lowersioux.com;

tyler.prescott@lowersioux.com; miranda.sam@lowersioux.com; kristi.schoen@lowersioux.com;
nizhoni.smith@lowersioux.com; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:39:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Lower Sioux Indian Community.pdf

Dear Robert Larsen & Cheyanne St. John,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Robert Larsen  
Lower Sioux Indian Community 
39527 Reservation Highway 1 
Morton, MN  56270 
robert.larsen@lowersioux.com 
 
Cheyanne St. John 
Lower Sioux Indian Community 
39527 Reservation Highway 1 
Morton, MN  56270 
cheyanne.stjohn@lowersioux.com 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Robert Larsen & Cheyanne St. John, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit15 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project16 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission  


 
15 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
16 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Robert Larsen & Cheyanne St. John 
September 10, 2025 
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line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Deb Dirlam, Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Joseph OBrien, Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Robert Prescott, Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Tyler Prescott, Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Miranda Sam, Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Kristi Schoen, Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Nizhoni Smith, Lower Sioux Indian Community 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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For Environmental Review Purposes Only
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Brusven, Christina
To: Brie Anderson; Bipin Thapa; Angie Durand
Cc: Andrew Levi; Kristin Lenz
Subject: EXTERNAL: FW: Big Bend Wind update
Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 12:41:34 PM
Attachments: image001.png

The email below has been sent to the settlement parties.
 
Christy Brusven
cbrusven@fredlaw.com
direct 612.492.7412
cell 612.991.2264
 

 
This is a transmission from the law firm of Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. and may contain information that is confidential
and subject to the attorney-client privilege or attorney work product privileges. If you are not the addressee, note that
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited. If you have received this
transmission in error, please destroy it and notify us immediately at our telephone number 612-492-7000. The name
and biographical data provided above are for informational purposes only and are not intended to be a signature or
other indication of an intent by the sender to authenticate the contents of this electronic message.

 
From: Brusven, Christina 
Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 12:40 PM
To: leif@steffensandrasmussen.com; vherring@taftlaw.com; prademacher@hogenadams.com;
akania@hogenadams.com
Cc: Waller Pitts, Haley <HWallerPitts@fredlaw.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind update

 
Good afternoon,
 
I am writing to provide a brief update regarding the Big Bend Wind Project to counsel of
the parties to the settlement agreement.  As noted in Big Bend’s quarterly updates to the
Commission, Apex entered into a power purchase agreement with Great River Energy
(GRE) for the sale of energy from the Project in January 2025.  To facilitate the delivery of
energy to GRE, Big Bend needs to extend its planned transmission line to GRE’s current
transmission facilities in the area.  This requires Big Bend to add approximately four
miles to the southern end of its previously permitted transmission line.   We are reaching
out to let you know that Big Bend is beginning pre-application outreach to agencies,
tribes, and local units of government in connection with a new route permit application
for this short extension.  Representatives from your clients may receive these early

mailto:CBrusven@fredlaw.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=useraffa90d3
mailto:bipin.thapa@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b5b010d55a4249c99c99ea12e34cafc2-bf4613a5-89
mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:kristin.lenz@merjent.com

Fredrikson





outreach letters next week seeking input on this new route permit application.
 
Big Bend is pleased that development of the Project continues to advance toward
construction, and we value your continued input and participation in the Project-related
activities. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. 
 
Best,
 
Christy Brusven
Attorney at Law
cbrusven@fredlaw.com
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.  /  60 South Sixth Street  /  Suite 1500  /  Minneapolis, MN 55402-
4400
direct 612.492.7412
 

 
This is a transmission from the law firm of Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. and may contain information that is confidential
and subject to the attorney-client privilege or attorney work product privileges. If you are not the addressee, note that
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited. If you have received this
transmission in error, please destroy it and notify us immediately at our telephone number 612-492-7000. The name
and biographical data provided above are for informational purposes only and are not intended to be a signature or
other indication of an intent by the sender to authenticate the contents of this electronic message.
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Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
  



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Andrew Levi
To: Shena Matrious
Cc: Brie Anderson
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL: Automatic reply: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 4:03:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Shena,
 
Thank you for your response. Have a good evening!
 
--Andrew
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
612-246-8581 mobile
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
From: Shena Matrious <Shena.Matrious@millelacsband.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:42 PM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>
Subject: EXTERNAL: Automatic reply: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension
Project

 

﻿Please contact Jamie Edwards for Government Affairs
Jamie.Edwards@millelacsband.com
612-850-2124
 
Thanks!
Shena Matrious
320-279-3132

mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:Shena.Matrious@millelacsband.com
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
http://www.merjent.com/
mailto:Jamie.Edwards@millelacsband.com
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Shena Matrious
To: Andrew Levi
Subject: EXTERNAL: Automatic reply: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:41:56 PM

﻿Please contact Jamie Edwards for Government Affairs
Jamie.Edwards@millelacsband.com
612-850-2124
 
Thanks!
Shena Matrious
320-279-3132

mailto:Shena.Matrious@millelacsband.com
mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com


From: Andrew Levi
To: virgil.wind@millelacsband.com; mike.wilson@millelacsband.com
Cc: kelly.applegate@millelacsband.com; carolyn.beaulieu@millelacsband.com; sheldon.boyd@millelacsband.com;

harry.davis@millelacsband.com; jamie.edwards@millelacsband.com; charlie.lippert@millelacsband.com;
shena.matrious@millelacsband.com; wendy.merrill@millelacsband.com; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:41:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe.pdf

Dear Virgil Wind & Mike Wilson,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Virgil Wind 
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
43408 Oodena Dr 
Onamia, MN  56359 
virgil.wind@millelacsband.com 
 
Mike Wilson 
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
43408 Oodena Dr 
Onamia, MN  56359 
mike.wilson@millelacsband.com 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Virgil Wind & Mike Wilson, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit21 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project22 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission  


 
21 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
22 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Virgil Wind & Mike Wilson 
September 10, 2025 
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line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Kelly Applegate, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Carolyn Beaulieu, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Sheldon Boyd, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Harry Davis, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Jamie Edwards, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Charles Lippert, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Shena Matrious, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Wendy Merrill, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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For Environmental Review Purposes Only


Project Overview Map
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Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 
  



From: Andrew Levi
To: jsmith@mnchippewatribe.org
Cc: brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 1:43:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Minnesota Chippewa Tribe.pdf

Dear Joel Smith,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Joel Smith 
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe 
15542 State Hwy 371 NW 
Cass Lake, NM 56633 
jsmith@mnchippewatribe.org 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Joel Smith, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit23 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project24 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  


 
23 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
24 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc: Andrew Levi, Merjent 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
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Prairie Island Indian Community 
  



From: Andrew Levi
To: jody.puddu@piic.org; noah.white@piic.org
Cc: blake.johnson@piic.org; jessie.seim@piic.org; heather.westra@piic.org; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 2:00:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_PrairieIslandIndianCommunity_20250909.pdf

Dear Grant Johnson, Jody Johnson Puddu & Noah White,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Apex]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
Grant Johnson 
Prairie Island Indian Community 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd 
Welch, MN 55089 
grant.johnson@piic.org 
 
Jody Johnson Puddu 
Prairie Island Indian Community 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd 
Welch, MN 55089 
jody.puddu@piic.org 
 
Noah White 
Prairie Island Indian Community 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd 
Welch, MN 55089 
noah.white@piic.org 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Grant Johnson, Jody Johnson Puddu & Noah White, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit1 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project2 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big  


 
1 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
2 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Constance Campbell, Prairie Island Indian Community 
Michael Childs, Jr., Prairie Island Indian Community 
Blake Johnson, Prairie Island Indian Community 
Ronald Johnson, Prairie Island Indian Community 
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Valentina Mgeni, Prairie Island Indian Community 
Jessie Seim, Prairie Island Indian Community 
Heather Westra, Prairie Island Indian Community 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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From: Andrew Levi
To: michael.fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov; jacob.syverson@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov; henry.fox@whiteearth-nsn.gov; christie.haverkamp@whiteearth-nsn.gov;

mike.laroque@whiteearth-nsn.gov; nathan.mathews@whiteearth-nsn.gov; jacob.mcarthur@whiteearth-nsn.gov;
icecrackingswamp@gmail.com; eugene.sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov; joe.tonihka@whiteearth-nsn.gov;
laurie.york@whiteearth-nsn.gov; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:14:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_White Earth Nation.pdf

Dear Michael Fairbanks & Jacob Syverson,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Michael Fairbanks  
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN  56569; PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN  56591-0418 
michael.fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Jacob Syverson 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN  56569; PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN  56591-0418 
jacob.syverson@whiteearth-nsn-gov 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Michael Fairbanks & Jacob Syverson, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit53 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project54 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 


 
53 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
54 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 
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The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Laura Erickson, White Earth Nation 
Henry Fox, White Earth Nation 
Christie Haverkamp, White Earth Nation 
Mike Laroque, White Earth Nation 
Nate Mathews, White Earth Nation 
Jacob McArthur, White Earth Nation 
Mike Smith, White Earth Nation 
Eugene Sommers, White Earth Nation 
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Joe Tonihka, White Earth Nation 
Laurie York, White Earth Reservation Business Committee 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
  



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Brie Anderson
To: Leonard Wabasha (TO); Andrew Levi; Cole Miller (TO); Bill Rudnicki (TO)
Cc: Steve Albrecht (TO)
Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:55:27 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png
image.png

Hi Leonard - 

We appreciate your review and response, thank you. 

Have a nice day,
brie

BRIE ANDERSON

Senior Director of Project Permitting
 
Apex Clean Energy

120 Garrett Street, Suite 700, Charlottesville, VA  22902

cell: 612-501-2801 |  fax: 434-220-3712 

brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com  |  www.apexcleanenergy.com

 

 
Safety • Integrity • Entrepreneurship • Sustainability • Professionalism

From: Leonard Wabasha (TO) <leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org>
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:34 AM
To: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>; Cole Miller (TO) <Cole.Miller@shakopeedakota.org>;
Bill Rudnicki (TO) <bill.rudnicki@shakopeedakota.org>
Cc: Steve Albrecht (TO) <Steve.Albrecht@shakopeedakota.org>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
 
I have no concerns regarding the new extension route… Thank you and Have a Great Day!!
 

LEONARD WABASHA
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer • Hocokata Ti
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
d: 952.496.6120
shakopeedakota.org
Leonard.Wabasha@shakopeedakota.org

 

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is a federally recognized,

mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org
mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:Cole.Miller@shakopeedakota.org
mailto:bill.rudnicki@shakopeedakota.org
mailto:Steve.Albrecht@shakopeedakota.org
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.apexcleanenergy.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.levi%40merjent.com%7C24d455afd9614b0de27f08ddf13ad8a5%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638931957263527837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=is0coEhbBZWVyG7xXSXBm1wWzpw1jg4Gt6sLWhEG1yM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fshakopeedakota.org%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2C2rJGodFJ_39T5o5DqBEec9alkRbm6GaksMaIZAbxsSYGoRJsLFTb3qUV8SmhBULcCBuTWr-JgjxiklWn-5KM50a8EN6q7WXxER2Mft9eATv4%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.levi%40merjent.com%7C24d455afd9614b0de27f08ddf13ad8a5%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638931957263553639%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=d%2BInzC5Hwg8FOcmelVrpzXVeL3GzrV%2FUfsmdsq8bjlM%3D&reserved=0
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You don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

sovereign Indian tribe located southwest of Minneapolis/St. Paul. With a
focus on being a good neighbor, good steward of the earth, and good
employer, the SMSC is committed to charitable donations, community
partnerships, a healthy environment, and a strong economy.

 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:14 AM
To: Cole Miller (TO) <Cole.Miller@shakopeedakota.org>; Bill Rudnicki (TO)
<bill.rudnicki@shakopeedakota.org>; Leonard Wabasha (TO)
<leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org>
Cc: Steve Albrecht (TO) <Steve.Albrecht@shakopeedakota.org>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

This message came from outside the organization. Do Not click on links, open attachments or respond
unless you know the content is safe.

Dear Cole W. Miller, Bill Rudnicki & Leonard Wabasha,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
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Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The information contained in this message is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, dissemination or copying of this
information is prohibited.
If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and delete the message from your system. Thank you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.merjent.com%252f%26c%3DE%2C1%2CqoH8HELCUKjOZdZ_0dpYsJ8Ivxw7oDE_B_dDWhMwcg5gZlBf-SWwd911EYrq2yMXon7nbrW5GW0MmHEcbjtNed9TgkaI7rS4j83klo3bplrcqOydbBM%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.levi%40merjent.com%7C24d455afd9614b0de27f08ddf13ad8a5%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C638931957263570459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PVQgQMuGei%2BKSl%2B7BXcCqx38pPM76l%2F%2BEB0L48BU2xA%3D&reserved=0


You don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Leonard Wabasha (TO)
To: Andrew Levi; Cole Miller (TO); Bill Rudnicki (TO)
Cc: Steve Albrecht (TO); Brie Anderson
Subject: EXTERNAL: RE: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:34:25 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.png

I have no concerns regarding the new extension route… Thank you and Have a Great Day!!
 

LEONARD WABASHA
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer • Hocokata Ti
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community
d: 952.496.6120
shakopeedakota.org
Leonard.Wabasha@shakopeedakota.org

The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community is a federally recognized,
sovereign Indian tribe located southwest of Minneapolis/St. Paul. With a
focus on being a good neighbor, good steward of the earth, and good
employer, the SMSC is committed to charitable donations, community
partnerships, a healthy environment, and a strong economy.

 
From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:14 AM
To: Cole Miller (TO) <Cole.Miller@shakopeedakota.org>; Bill Rudnicki (TO)
<bill.rudnicki@shakopeedakota.org>; Leonard Wabasha (TO)
<leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org>
Cc: Steve Albrecht (TO) <Steve.Albrecht@shakopeedakota.org>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project

 

This message came from outside the organization. Do Not click on links, open attachments or respond
unless you know the content is safe.

Dear Cole W. Miller, Bill Rudnicki & Leonard Wabasha,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
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brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward,
or store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this
message in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your
computer system.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The information contained in this message is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, dissemination or copying of this
information is prohibited.
If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and delete the message from your system. Thank you!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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From: Andrew Levi
To: cole.miller@shakopeedakota.org; bill.rudnicki@shakopeedakota.org; leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org
Cc: steve.albrecht@shakopeedakota.org; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:14:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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Dear Cole W. Miller, Bill Rudnicki & Leonard Wabasha,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Cole W. Miller 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
2330 Sioux Trail NW 
Prior Lake, MN  55372 
cole.miller@shakopeedakota.org 
 
Bill Rudnicki 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
2330 Sioux Trail NW 
Prior Lake, MN  55372 
bill.rudnicki@shakopeedakota.org  
 
Leonard Wabasha 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
2330 Sioux Trail NW 
Prior Lake, MN  55372 
leonard.wabasha@shakopeedakota.org 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Cole W. Miller, Bill Rudnicki & Leonard Wabasha, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit49 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project50 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big  


 
49 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
50 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Cole W. Miller, Bill Rudnicki & Leonard Wabasha 
September 10, 2025 
 
 


  2 


Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 
The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Steve Albrecht, Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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½WIJIKLMIR¾SXXVUWGRS¿_RJJSKGLQNKWKY]R̂ÀÁÂÃÄ»
ÅRK̀IQc
nV_VJdVU
Æc
ÇÈÇÉ
ÊÈËÌÊ
ÍÅÎ¹»
ÍK̀UV[
ÏV̂G
½IK̀UV[Y\V̂G¾JVUbVKLY_RJÀÐÑ»
ÒUGV
ÍK̀VUWRK
½dUGVYIK̀VUWRK¾IXV¿_\VIKVKVU]QY_RJÀÁÓÔÕÂÑÄ»
ÖVË
ÒG]
ÒVK̀
×GK̀c
ÏÏØ
NN
ÒG]
ÒVK̀
OUIKWJGWWGRK
ÏGKV
Ù¿LVKWGRK
aURbV_L
ÚRR̀
ÅRUKGK]c
ÛR\\R[GK]
SX
RK
I
_I\\
\IWL
[VVP
TURJ
ÅVUbVKL
IdRSL
LMGW
XURbV_L
LMIL
Z
]UVIL\Q
IXXUV_GILV̀Y
×V
IUV
GKLVUVWLV̀
GK_RKWS\ÜK]
RK
LMGW
IK̀
[RS\̀
\GPV
LR
PKR[
GT
ÝV\̀
[RUP
MIW
LIPVK
X\I_V
RU
GW
X\IKKV̀Y
OMIKP
QRSc
Þßàßáâãß
äåæçßèåéêëìíî
ïëðñòêëó
ôêõðõêöíñëò÷
���ëóõê
����õê
�ëò��
	ò

�÷ëñ�
�
ô�ò÷õ

�������������ä�������������
�ä�����
é�ëð
õ
íëî 
ë÷óî�!ë÷"
íññíó�
õ÷ñð 
ëð
�òê
ñ�õ
ðòîõ
�ðõ
ò�
ñ�õ
ë÷ñõ÷!õ!
êõóë�ëõ÷ñ#ð$í÷!

í�
óò÷ñíë÷
óò÷�ë!õ÷ñëíî
í÷!
�êëöëîõ"õ!
ë÷�òê
íñëò÷%
�÷í�ñ�òêë&õ!
êõöëõ' 
�ðõ 
!ëðóîòð�êõ
òê
!ëðñêëì�ñëò÷
ëð

()*+*),-.()/,0.12 34/.567.5489.:689-.;;<.==.567.5489.>?@8AB6AA6C8.;684.DEF48A6C8.1?CG4HF.=.5?64.I894?AC8.=.JKFLCCM

@NCKF/NL@8MOP689CPQ9RS4HC89@?T34@96871@84)) (*0



���������	
��
����������������������	�	����������������������������������	�������	���������	�	�������������������
��������������������
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Samantha Odegard
To: Andrew Levi
Cc: Brie Anderson
Subject: EXTERNAL: Re: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Monday, December 8, 2025 10:41:57 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good Morning, 

Following up on a call last week from Merjent about this project that I greatly appreciated. We
are interested in consulting on this and would like to know if field work has taken place or is
planned. 

Thank you, 

Samantha Odegard
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer |Upper Sioux Community | Phone: 320-564-6334

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email, including attachments, is for the sole use of the intended
recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Unauthorized review,
use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please
contact the sender immediately and destroy all copies of the original message.

 

From: Andrew Levi <andrew.levi@merjent.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:14 AM
To: Kevin Jensvold <kevinj@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov>; Samantha Odegard
<samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov>
Cc: Jeremy Hamilton <jhamilton@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov>; adams@uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov <adams@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov>; Kami Tanhoff <kamip@uppersiouxcommunity-
nsn.gov>; Carrie Trutna <carrie@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov>; Brie Anderson
<brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
 

This is the first time you received an email from this sender (andrew.levi@merjent.com). Exercise caution
when clicking links, opening attachments or taking further action, before validating its authenticity.

You don't often get email from andrew.levi@merjent.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Kevin Jensvold & Samantha Odegard,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct

mailto:samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov
mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=useraffa90d3
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___https%3A%2F%2Faka.ms%2FLearnAboutSenderIdentification___.YXAzOnVwcGVyc2lvdXhjb21tdW5pdHk6YTpvOmQ1YTQ5MzEyMzk5ZjQ5ZDA3ZGJlYTE2NzU0YTA0NWYyOjc6MmM2Yzo1ZGUwMDk3NDI2YzRmMmYzY2QwMWZjZjIwMzZmZWE0ODE1NDFjNDJkMDM1ZGQzZjYwYTNhYTc0MDVhMGNhNzhlOmg6VDpG&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.levi%40merjent.com%7Ce0105aa89a594063b2be08de3678adbe%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C639008089163996215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vrGMNwVhITJwUSLn6u8hUNV0IosYjAYmAvwbjtp0pzw%3D&reserved=0
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approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Apex]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
 
 
This e-mail message is intended to be received only by persons entitled to receive the
confidential information it may contain. E-mail messages from Merjent, Inc. may contain
information that is confidential and legally privileged. Please do not read, copy, forward, or
store this message unless you are an intended recipient of it. If you have received this message
in error, please forward it to the sender and delete it completely from your computer system.

mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furl.avanan.click%2Fv2%2Fr01%2F___http%3A%2F%2Fwww.merjent.com%2F___.YXAzOnVwcGVyc2lvdXhjb21tdW5pdHk6YTpvOmQ1YTQ5MzEyMzk5ZjQ5ZDA3ZGJlYTE2NzU0YTA0NWYyOjc6NDk2Mjo2NDhjZGY4MGNjZjY0YjU2NTVlNjYwMzg2ZDE0MGNiZjQ0ZmJjZDRlOGYzYjQ2MjEzYjg0NDc2OGZiZTY0YmQ4Omg6VDpG&data=05%7C02%7Candrew.levi%40merjent.com%7Ce0105aa89a594063b2be08de3678adbe%7C1cc8bd10ce8b4c0ab3f7bcd338132bc0%7C0%7C0%7C639008089164025141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=noZCZXozvokppKFPxDRWtJ8Js2O3oIP8eZHMi%2Ff3iCE%3D&reserved=0
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From: Andrew Levi
To: kevinj@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov; samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov
Cc: jhamilton@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov; adams@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov;

kamip@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov; carrie@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov;
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:14:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_Upper Sioux Community.pdf

Dear Kevin Jensvold & Samantha Odegard,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Apex]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Kevin Jensvold 
Upper Sioux Community 
PO Box 147 
5722 Travers Ln 
Granite Falls, MN  56241 
kevinj@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov 
 
Samantha Odegard 
Upper Sioux Community 
PO Box 147 
5722 Travers Ln 
Granite Falls, MN  56241 
samanthao@uppersiouxcommunity-nsn.gov 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Kevin Jensvold & Samantha Odegard, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit51 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project52 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 


 
51 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
52 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Kevin Jensvold & Samantha Odegard 
September 10, 2025 
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The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Jeremy Hamilton, Upper Sioux Community 
Adam Savariego, Upper Sioux Community 
Camille Tanhoff, Upper Sioux Community 
Caralyn Trutna, Upper Sioux Community 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Merjent.

From: Brusven, Christina
To: Brie Anderson; Bipin Thapa; Angie Durand
Cc: Andrew Levi; Kristin Lenz
Subject: EXTERNAL: FW: Big Bend Wind update
Date: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 12:41:34 PM
Attachments: image001.png

The email below has been sent to the settlement parties.
 
Christy Brusven
cbrusven@fredlaw.com
direct 612.492.7412
cell 612.991.2264
 

 
This is a transmission from the law firm of Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. and may contain information that is confidential
and subject to the attorney-client privilege or attorney work product privileges. If you are not the addressee, note that
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited. If you have received this
transmission in error, please destroy it and notify us immediately at our telephone number 612-492-7000. The name
and biographical data provided above are for informational purposes only and are not intended to be a signature or
other indication of an intent by the sender to authenticate the contents of this electronic message.

 
From: Brusven, Christina 
Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 12:40 PM
To: leif@steffensandrasmussen.com; vherring@taftlaw.com; prademacher@hogenadams.com;
akania@hogenadams.com
Cc: Waller Pitts, Haley <HWallerPitts@fredlaw.com>
Subject: Big Bend Wind update

 
Good afternoon,
 
I am writing to provide a brief update regarding the Big Bend Wind Project to counsel of
the parties to the settlement agreement.  As noted in Big Bend’s quarterly updates to the
Commission, Apex entered into a power purchase agreement with Great River Energy
(GRE) for the sale of energy from the Project in January 2025.  To facilitate the delivery of
energy to GRE, Big Bend needs to extend its planned transmission line to GRE’s current
transmission facilities in the area.  This requires Big Bend to add approximately four
miles to the southern end of its previously permitted transmission line.   We are reaching
out to let you know that Big Bend is beginning pre-application outreach to agencies,
tribes, and local units of government in connection with a new route permit application
for this short extension.  Representatives from your clients may receive these early

mailto:CBrusven@fredlaw.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=useraffa90d3
mailto:bipin.thapa@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b5b010d55a4249c99c99ea12e34cafc2-bf4613a5-89
mailto:andrew.levi@merjent.com
mailto:kristin.lenz@merjent.com

Fredrikson





outreach letters next week seeking input on this new route permit application.
 
Big Bend is pleased that development of the Project continues to advance toward
construction, and we value your continued input and participation in the Project-related
activities. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any questions. 
 
Best,
 
Christy Brusven
Attorney at Law
cbrusven@fredlaw.com
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.  /  60 South Sixth Street  /  Suite 1500  /  Minneapolis, MN 55402-
4400
direct 612.492.7412
 

 
This is a transmission from the law firm of Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. and may contain information that is confidential
and subject to the attorney-client privilege or attorney work product privileges. If you are not the addressee, note that
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the contents of this message is prohibited. If you have received this
transmission in error, please destroy it and notify us immediately at our telephone number 612-492-7000. The name
and biographical data provided above are for informational purposes only and are not intended to be a signature or
other indication of an intent by the sender to authenticate the contents of this electronic message.
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White Earth Nation 
 



From: Andrew Levi
To: michael.fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov; jacob.syverson@whiteearth-nsn.gov
Cc: laura.erickson@whiteearth-nsn.gov; henry.fox@whiteearth-nsn.gov; christie.haverkamp@whiteearth-nsn.gov;

mike.laroque@whiteearth-nsn.gov; nathan.mathews@whiteearth-nsn.gov; jacob.mcarthur@whiteearth-nsn.gov;
icecrackingswamp@gmail.com; eugene.sommers@whiteearth-nsn.gov; joe.tonihka@whiteearth-nsn.gov;
laurie.york@whiteearth-nsn.gov; brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com

Subject: Big Bend Wind, LLC -- Big Bend Transmission Line Extension Project
Date: Thursday, September 11, 2025 8:14:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Apex_AgencyLetter_Mailing_20250909_White Earth Nation.pdf

Dear Michael Fairbanks & Jacob Syverson,
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC (Big Bend) and Great River Energy are proposing to construct
approximately 4.5 miles of 161-kilovolt transmission line and associated facilities in
Martin County. The transmission line is needed to interconnect the Big Bend Wind
Project to the transmission grid because the interconnection point for the wind farm has
changed. More detail is provided in the attached letter.
 
Big Bend is planning to submit a Route Permit Application to the Minnesota Public
Utilities Commission in early Q4, 2025. Big Bend would appreciate any comments you
might have about the Project. Please reach out to Brie Anderson at
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801 with questions, written
comments, or to request a pre-application coordination meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Andrew Levi [on behalf of Brie Anderson, Big Bend]
 
Andrew Levi
612.354.4280 direct
andrew.levi@merjent.com

1 Main Street SE, Suite 300
Minneapolis, MN 55414
612.746.3660 main
www.merjent.com
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c/o Apex Clean Energy 


8665 Hudson Blvd North, Suite 201   |   Lake Elmo, MN 55042 


T 612.260.6614   |   F 434.220.3712 


apexcleanenergy.com 


 
 
September 10, 2025 
 
 
Michael Fairbanks  
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN  56569; PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN  56591-0418 
michael.fairbanks@whiteearth-nsn.gov 
 
Jacob Syverson 
White Earth Nation 
35500 Eagle View Rd 
Ogema, MN  56569; PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN  56591-0418 
jacob.syverson@whiteearth-nsn-gov 
 
RE: Notice of Opportunity for Pre-application Coordination Meeting or Feedback 
 161-kilovolt Transmission Line and Associated Substation in Martin County, Minnesota 
 
Dear Michael Fairbanks & Jacob Syverson, 
 
On September 28, 2022, Big Bend Wind, LLC (“Big Bend”), an indirect subsidiary of Apex Clean 
Energy Holdings, LLC (“Apex”), received a route permit53 from the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (“MPUC”) to construct a 161-kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line and associated facilities 
to interconnect its approximately 300-megawatt wind project54 to the transmission grid. Since MPUC 
issuance of the route permit, Big Bend has negotiated an offtake agreement with Great River Energy 
that requires a new interconnection point to the transmission grid. This change in the interconnection 
point results in the need for approximately 4.5 miles of additional 161-kV transmission line route and 
associated facilities, including a substation, not previously permitted. Big Bend will apply for a new 
MPUC route permit for this transmission line, referred to as the Big Bend Transmission Line Extension 
Project (“Extension Project”), in early Q4 2025. As part of this application, Great River Energy and Big 
Bend will apply to construct a new step-up substation and interconnection substation on the same 
pad (Substation Area) immediately adjacent to the existing Great River Energy-owned Lakefield 
Junction Substation. 
 


 
53 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/TL-19-621 
54 MPUC Docket No. IP7013/WS-19-619 







Michael Fairbanks & Jacob Syverson 
September 10, 2025 
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The previously permitted transmission line is approximately 18 miles of 161-kV transmission line 
located in Cottonwood, Watonwan and Martin Counties, Minnesota. As permitted, the transmission 
line would extend south from the Big Bend Wind Project’s substation to the Xcel Energy Crandall 345-
kV Switching Station in Martin County. The transmission line will now interconnect at the existing 
Lakefield Junction Substation.  
 
Approximately 16 miles of the previously permitted transmission line will be utilized. The Extension 
Project will begin east of 40th Avenue, south of 240th Street and north of 230th Street, approximately 
9.5 miles southeast of Mountain Lake. It will travel approximately 4.5 miles south/southwest to 
interconnect at a new 161/345-kV step-up substation to be owned and operated by Big Bend; Great 
River Energy will have a 345 kV substation on the same pad separated by a fence. This new Substation 
Area will interconnect to the Lakefield Junction Substation. 
 
Big Bend proposes to use 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or laminate wood structures with spans of 
approximately 400 to 650 feet. Big Bend is planning to obtain a 100-foot-wide permanent right-of-
way when the transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide permanent right-of-way 
when adjacent to road right-of-way. Big Bend is currently acquiring easements from landowners to 
secure the right-of-way required for the Extension Project. Great River Energy owns the property 
where the new Substation Area will be located. 
 
To facilitate your review, we have enclosed a map that depicts the location of the proposed Extension 
Project and new Substation Area. We welcome any comments your agency might have at this time 
and throughout the permitting process. Any written agency comments provided in response to this 
letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s route permit process. Should you need additional 
information or would like to set up a pre-application coordination meeting, please contact me at 
brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 612-501-2801. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Brie Anderson 
Senior Director of Project Permitting 
Apex Clean Energy 
 
Enclosure: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  
Laura Erickson, White Earth Nation 
Henry Fox, White Earth Nation 
Christie Haverkamp, White Earth Nation 
Mike Laroque, White Earth Nation 
Nate Mathews, White Earth Nation 
Jacob McArthur, White Earth Nation 
Mike Smith, White Earth Nation 
Eugene Sommers, White Earth Nation 



mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com





Michael Fairbanks & Jacob Syverson 
September 10, 2025 
 


3 


 


Joe Tonihka, White Earth Nation 
Laurie York, White Earth Reservation Business Committee 
Andrew Levi, Merjent 
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