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NOTICE OF COMPLETE ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION AND  
PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETINGS 

Issued: December 30, 2025  
 

In the Matter of the Application of Big Bend Wind, LLC and Great River Energy for a Route 
Permit for a 161-kV high voltage transmission line and associated facilities in Martin County 
 
PUC Docket Number(s):  IP7013/TL-25-389 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) will 
hold public information and scoping meetings on the application of Big Bend Wind, LLC 
and Great River Energy (GRE) (applicants) for a route permit for a 161 kV high voltage 
transmission line and associated facilities (Extension Project) in Martin County, 
Minnesota. 
 
The applicants propose to construct a new 4.5-mile 161 kilovolt (kV) single-circuit 
transmission line and associated facilities, including new substations, to connect the Big 
Bend Wind Project to GRE’s Lakefield Generating Substation, which is associated with 
GRE’s Lakefield Junction Station, a natural-gas-fired generating plant in Martin County 
(map attached).  The applicants request generally a route width of 200 to 635 feet, with 
up to 1,731 feet on GRE-owned property.  
 
The applicants indicate that the project will require a right-of-way of 100 feet when the 
transmission line follows parcel lines and a 150-foot-wide easement when adjacent to 
road right-of-way. Structures utilized for the Project will be 70- to 120-foot-tall steel or 
laminate wood structures with spans of approximately 600 to 800 feet. Big Bend Wind 
has secured 100 percent of the easements for the Project right-of-way. The applicants 
anticipate construction to begin in July 2026 with an in-service date of March 2028. 
 
The Commission accepted this application as complete on December 24, 2025, in 
accordance with Minnesota Statutes, chapter 216I. You may find information on the 
Project, including the application and the environmental assessment completed by the 
applicants, on the Commission’s website: https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25389. 
You may find additional documents and information on eDockets: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/documents (enter Docket #25-389 and search). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Sasha Bergman, Executive Secretary 

http://mn.gov/puc
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25389
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/documents
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In-Person Meetings 
 

Date:   January 13, 2026 
Time:  5:30 – 6:00 p.m. Open House 

6:00 p.m. Meeting 
The meeting ends when all attendees have commented or at 9:00 p.m., whichever 
comes first. Please arrive at the start time to ensure participation. 

Location: Windom Community Center 
  1750 Cottonwood Lake Dr  

Windom, MN 56101 
 

Doors will open 30 minutes prior to the meeting to provide attendees an opportunity to review 
the application, maps, and other materials for the proposed project and ask questions of state 
staff and the applicant. During this time, comments made by attendees will become a part of 
the record for Commission consideration only if the attendee submits the comment in writing.  
Forms will be available for this purpose. 
 
Note: If there is inclement weather on January 13, 2026, and the Commission cancels the meeting, 
we have scheduled a backup meeting for January 20, 2026, at the same location (Windom 
Community Center) from 5:30pm – 9:00pm. This notice serves as the notice for both meetings. To 
find out if a meeting is canceled due to bad weather or other reason call 1-855-731-6208 or visit 
mn.gov/puc. 
 

Public Meeting Information 
 

Commission staff will facilitate the meeting. The purpose of the meeting, as outlined in Chapter 
216I, includes the following: 
 

1. Provide information about the proposed project and the state’s permitting process, and 
present major issues. Commission staff will begin the meeting by presenting 
information on the permitting and environmental review process. Applicants will 
provide an overview of the proposed project and the potential human and 
environmental impacts and mitigation measures to minimize impacts that are presented 
in the EA included in the application. 

2. Accept public comments on the need for and scope of an addendum to the environmental 
assessment (EA) included in the application. To help the Commission decide whether it 
needs to prepare an addendum to the EA, please consider providing information to help 
answer the following questions: 

a. Are there potential human and environmental impacts or unique characteristics 
of the proposed project that are not addressed in the route permit application and 
EA (on pages 29-104) prepared by the applicant? 

b. Are there any methods to mitigate potential impacts of the proposed project that 
require further evaluation? 
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c. Are there any other alternative routes or route segments (besides the one 
considered by the applicant, see pages 27-28 of their application) that should be 
considered to mitigate potential impacts associated with the project? 
 

3. Describe the sample site permit for high voltage transmission line projects, and explain 
how the applicants will be required to construct and operate the project in accordance 
with all conditions of the permit, if issued.  The Commission can consider the addition of 
special conditions to a permit to address specific project concerns or impacted resources in 
the project area. The Commission will accept comments from the public on the need for 
and type of special conditions that may be appropriate to include in a permit.  To help the 
Commission decide if it should consider special conditions, please consider providing 
information to help answer the following questions:  

a. Are there potential human and environmental impacts of the project for which 
adequate measures, including mitigation, has not been proposed to reduce or 
offset those impacts?   

b. If yes, describe special condition(s) the Commission might include in a permit to 
offset these impacts.     

4. Respond to questions raised by the public. At this time, any verbal comments you make 
will become a part of the record. You may also submit written comments for the 
record. 

If any reasonable accommodation is needed to enable you to fully participate in these 
meetings, please contact the Commission at 651-296-0406 or 1-800-657-3782 at least one 
week in advance of the meeting. 
 

Online Meeting via WebEx 
 
Date:   January 14, 2026 
Time:  Begins at 6:00 pm and ends when all attendees have commented or at 

9:00 pm, whichever comes first. Please arrive at the start time to ensure 
participation. 

 
Join by WebEx (Webinar) Link: 
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=ma74245843150e90aafc67ee75
8e21081 
Webinar Number: 2504 925 8933 
Webinar Password: MNPUC (66782 when dialing from a phone or video system) 
Join by Phone: 1-855-282-6330  Access Code: 2504 925 8933 
 
If you are joining the meeting via WebEx and would like to ask a question or make a comment 
during the designated portion of the meeting, use the chat or raised-hand functions to send a 
message to the meeting moderator. If you are joining the meeting by phone, press *3 on your 
phone. When it is your turn to speak, your line will be unmuted, and you will be able to ask 

https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=ma74245843150e90aafc67ee758e21081
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/j.php?MTID=ma74245843150e90aafc67ee758e21081
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questions and provide comments. 
 
Additional information and instructions are available at: 
https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/ 
 

Comment Period 

Written comments will be accepted through January 26, 2026, by 4:30 p.m. Please include 
docket number TL-25-389 in all communications. Comments received after the close of the 
comment period may or may not be considered by the Commission. 
 
Submit Comments 
 
Online: mn.gov/puc/get-involved/public-comments 
Email:  Richard.Davis@state.mn.us 
U.S. Mail: Richard Davis 

 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

The Commission will make submitted comments available to the public via the Commission’s 
website, except in limited circumstances consistent with the Minnesota Government Data 
Practices Act. The Commission does not edit or delete personal identifying information from 
submissions. 
 

Additional Information 
 
Minnesota Statutes and Rules. The Commission is reviewing  this project in accordance with  
Minnesota Statutes chapter 216I and Minnesota Rules 7850.4000, 7850.4300, and 7850.4400. The 
rules and statutes are available for review at: www.revisor.mn.gov. 
 
Review Process. Information on the review processes for certificates of need and site and route 
permits for large electric power facilities is available on the Commission’s website at: 
puc.eip.mn.gov. 
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to efile documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). All parties, 
participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
 
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets, enter 25-389 under Docket #s, and select Search. 

https://mn.gov/puc/activities/meetings/webex/
mailto:Richard.Davis@state.mn.us
http://www.revisor.mn.gov/
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets/
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Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Project Mailing List. Sign up to receive notices about project milestones and opportunities to 
participate or change your mailing preference. Email eservice.admin@state.mn.us or call 651- 
201-2246 with the docket number (25-389), your name, mailing address, and email address. 
 
Project Website: https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25389 
 

Contacts 
 
Public Utilities Commission 
Cezar Panait, Energy Facilities Planner, Cezar.Panait@state.mn.us or 651-201-2207 
Jessica Livingston, Public Advisor, Jessica.Livingston@state.mn.us or 651-539-1068 
Rich Davis, Environmental Review Manager, Richard.Davis@state.mn.us or 651-539-1077 
 
Big Bend Wind, LLC 
Brie Anderson, Senior Director of Project Permitting, brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com or 
612-501-2801 
 
Great River Energy 
Mark Strohfus, Project Manager, MStrohfus@GREnergy.com or 763-445-5210 
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 
(voice).  Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  
 
  

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://puc.eip.mn.gov/web/project/25389
mailto:Cezar.Panait@state.mn.us
mailto:Jessica.Livingston@state.mn.us
mailto:Richard.Davis@state.mn.us
mailto:brie.anderson@apexcleanenergy.com
mailto:MStrohfus@GREnergy.com
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
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Extension Project Overview Map 
 

 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Anne Redmond, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of 
the following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the 
attached list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing 
the same enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMPLETE ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION AND PUBLIC INFORMATION 
MEETINGS  

Docket Numbers:  IP7013/TL-25-389 

Dated this 30th day of December, 2025 

/s/ Anne Redmond 
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Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 

 Mike Smith 
White Earth Nation 
PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN 56569 
 

Nizhoni Smith 
Lower Sioux Indian Community 
PO Box 308, 39527 Reservation 
Highway 1  

  Morton, MN 56270 
 

 Eugene Sommers 
White Earth Nation 
PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN 56569 
 

 Marie Spry 
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 
 LeRoy Staples Fairbanks III 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
190 Sailstar Drive NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 

 Toby Stephens 
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 
 

 Samuel Strong 
Red Lake Nation 
15484 Migizi Drive 
Red Lake, MN 56671 
 

Craig Tangren 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
190 Sailstar Drive NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 

 Camille Tanhoff 
Upper Sioux Community 
5722 Travers Lane, PO BOX 147  

  Granite Falls, MN 56241 
 

 Bill Thompson 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa 
1720 Big Lake Rd 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
 Brandy Tofte 

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
190 Sailstar Drive NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 

 Joe Tonihka 
White Earth Nation 
PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN 56569 
 

 Caralyn Trutna 
Upper Sioux Community 
5722 Travers Lane, PO BOX 147  

  Granite Falls, MN 56241 
 

Heather Westra 
Prairie Island Indian Community 
5636 Sturgeon Lake Road 
Welch, MN 55089 
 

 Steve White 
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 
190 Sailstar Drive NW 
Cass Lake, MN 56633 
 

 Virgil Wind 
Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 
43408 Oodena Drive 
Onamia, MN 56359 
 

Krishna Woerheide 
Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa 
PO Box 428 
Grand Portage, MN 55605 
 

 Laurie York 
White Earth Reservation Business 
Committee 
PO Box 418 
White Earth, MN 56569 
 

 Ian Young 
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior 
Chippewa 
1720 Big Lake Rd 
Cloquet, MN 55720 
 Max Bear 

Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, 
Oklahoma 
Concho, OK 73022 
 

 Michael Blackwolf 
Fort Belknap Indian Community of 
the Fort Belknap Reservation of 
Montana 
Harlem, MT 59526 
 

 Alonzo Denney 
Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
 

Dianne Desrosiers 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake 
Traverse Reservation, South Dakota 
Sisseton, SD 57262 
 

 Lance Foster 
Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 
White Cloud, KS 66094 
 

 J. Garret 
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate of the Lake 
Traverse Reservation, South Dakota 
Agency Village, SD 57262 
 



Kenneth Graywater 
Spirit Lake Tribe, North Dakota 
Fort Totten, ND 58335 
 

 David Grignon 
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
Keshena, WI 54135 
 

 Gena Kakkak 
Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin 
Keshena, WI 54135 
 

Garrie Kills-A-Hundred 
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe of 
South Dakota 
Flandreau, SD 57028 
 

 Anthony Reider 
Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe of 
South Dakota 
Flandreau, SD 57028 
 

 Timothy Rhodd 
Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 
White Cloud, KS 66439 
 

Jeffery Stiffarm 
Fort Belknap Indian Community of 
the Fort Belknap Reservation of 
Montana 
Harlem, MT 59526 
 

 Lonna Street 
Spirit Lake Tribe, North Dakota 
Fort Totten, ND 58335 
 

 Rick Thomas 
Santee Sioux Nation, Nebraska 
Niobrara, NE 68760 
 

Matthew Tselee 
Apache Tribe of Oklahoma 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
 

 Reggie Wassana 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, 
Oklahoma 
Concho, OK 73022 
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