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SUMMARY OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED 

APPLICATION

On September 29, 2023, Northern States Power, doing business as Xcel Energy, 
along with Great River Energy, Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and 
Missouri River Energy Services, on behalf of Western Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency (Western Minnesota) (collectively, the Applicants), filed an application with 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) for a Certificate of Need 
to construct the Minnesota portion of the Big Stone South – Alexandria – Big Oaks 
345 kilovolt (kV) Transmission Project (the Project). 

The Project was studied, reviewed, and approved as part of the Long-Range 
Transmission Planning (LRTP) Tranche 1 Portfolio by the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator, Inc.’s (MISO) Board of Directors in July 2022 as part of its 2021 
Transmission Expansion Plan (MTEP21) report. The LRTP Tranche 1 Portfolio will 
provide significant benefits to the Midwest subregion of the MISO footprint by 
facilitating more reliable, safe, and affordable energy delivery.  The Project, designated 
as LRTP2 in MTEP21, is a key part of the LRTP Tranche 1 Portfolio.  

The Project is needed to improve reliability on the existing 230 kV system in eastern 
North Dakota and South Dakota and western and central Minnesota. The electric 
system is undergoing a transition as aging fossil-fueled baseload generation is retired 
and new renewable generation is being added to the system. This additional 
renewable generation is placing additional strain on the already constrained 230 kV 
system in this area. The Project alleviates these constraints by adding another 345 kV 
circuit to this area to provide additional capacity for the generation from North 
Dakota and South Dakota into and through Minnesota. By increasing the capacity of 
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the transmission system, the Project will maintain and improve system reliability and 
strengthen the regional grid; support new renewable generation facilities in 
Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota; increase consumer access to cost-
effective renewable generation; provide economic benefits; and advance the State’s 
energy policy.  The Applicants estimate that the Project would provide up to $2.1 
billion in economic savings across the MISO footprint over the first 20 years that the 
Project is in service, and up to $3.8 billion in economic savings across the MISO 
footprint over the first 40 years. The Project will also help make significant progress 
toward state carbon-emission reduction policy objectives. 

The Project is comprised of two segments: a western and an eastern segment. The 
western segment will consist of a new single-circuit 345 kV transmission line that will 
be placed on double-circuit capable structures from the existing Big Stone South 
Substation near Big Stone City, South Dakota to the existing Alexandria Substation 
near Alexandria, Minnesota (Western Segment). The majority of the eastern segment 
involves stringing a second 345 kV transmission circuit on existing double-circuit 
capable structures from the Alexandria Substation to the Riverview Substation and 
from the Riverview Substation to the Big Oaks Substation in Sherburne County, 
Minnesota (Eastern Segment). A short, approximately one-to four-mile segment of 
new right-of-way will be required to connect the new 345 kV transmission circuit to 
the Big Oaks Substation.  

A copy of the Certificate of Need Application can be found on the Commission’s 
website at http://mn.gov/puc/.  On the Commission’s website, click on the 
eDockets link in the menu at the top of the page, click on “Go to eDockets” and 
then enter “22” for the Year and “538” for the Number in the “Basic Search” section, 
and then click “Search.” A copy of the Certificate of Need Application will also be 
available on the Project’s websites: www.BigStoneSouthtoAlexandria.com (Western 
Segment) and www.AlexandriatoBigOaks.com (Eastern Segment). 

http://mn.gov/puc/
http://www.bigstonesouthtoalexandria.com/
http://www.alexandriatobigoaks.com/
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Theresa Senart certifies that on the 29th day of September 2023, on behalf of 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, Great River Energy, 
Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power Company, and Western Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency, she efiled a true and correct copy of the Certificate of Need Filing 
Summary by posting the same on eDockets.  Said document is also served via U.S. 
Mail or email as designated on the Official Service List on file with the Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission in the above-referenced docket.   

Said document is also served via U.S. Mail or email as designated on the PPSA 
General List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission as required by 
Minn. Rule 7829.2500, subp. 3.  Said document is also served via U.S. Mail or email as 
required by Minn. Rule 7829.2500, subp. 3 to those persons who were parties to Xcel 
Energy’s last general rate case (Docket No. E002/GR-21-630), to Minnesota Power’s 
last general rate case (Docket No. E015/GR-21-335), and to Otter Tail Power’s last 
general rate case (Docket No. E017/GR-20-719 ) as indicated on the attached official 
lists. 

/s/Theresa Senart 
Theresa Senart 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/security/login.do?method=showLogin
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Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_20-719_Official

Janet Shaddix Elling jshaddix@janetshaddix.co
m

Shaddix And Associates 7400 Lyndale Ave S Ste
190
										
										Richfield,
										MN
										55423

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_20-719_Official
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Cary Stephenson cStephenson@otpco.com Otter Tail Power Company 215 South Cascade Street
										
										Fergus Falls,
										MN
										56537

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-719_Official

William Taylor bill.taylor@taylorlawsd.com Taylor Law Firm 4820 E. 57th Street
										Suite B
										Sioux Falls,
										SD
										57108

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-719_Official

Stuart Tommerdahl stommerdahl@otpco.com Otter Tail Power Company 215 S Cascade St
										PO Box 496
										Fergus Falls,
										MN
										56537

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-719_Official

Pat Treseler pat.jcplaw@comcast.net Paulson Law Office LTD 4445 W 77th Street
										Suite 224
										Edina,
										MN
										55435

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-719_Official

Laurie Williams laurie.williams@sierraclub.
org

Sierra Club Environmental Law
Program
										1536 Wynkoop St Ste 200
										Denver,
										CO
										80202

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-719_Official

Laurie York laurie.york@whiteearth-
nsn.gov

White Earth Reservation
Business Committee

PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-719_Official

Patrick Zomer Pat.Zomer@lawmoss.com Moss & Barnett PA 150 S 5th St #1200
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_20-719_Official
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