
 

June 10, 2025 

—Via Electronic Filing— 

Mr. Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
350 Metro Square Building 
121 Seventh Place East 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

RE: IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF NEED AND 

ROUTE PERMIT FOR THE MANKATO – MISSISSIPPI RIVER 345 KV TRANSMISSION 

LINE PROJECT 
DOCKET NOS. E002/CN-22-532 AND E002 /TL-23-157 

Dear Mr. Seuffert: 

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, respectfully submits 
these comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) prepared by 
the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review and Analysis 
(EERA) for the Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project (Project).  
 
Xcel Energy appreciates EERA’s preparation of a thorough DEIS that addresses all of 
the issues and alternatives identified in the December 2, 2024 scoping decision. Xcel 
Energy provides an enclosed table with its limited comments on the DEIS as 
Attachment A to this letter. These limited comments are intended to provide 
clarifications to the information in the DEIS where it may be helpful to the Minnesota 
Public Utilities Commission and the Administrative Law Judge in their review of the 
Project and EERA in preparing the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). In 
addition, consistent with the Third Prehearing Order in this matter, Xcel Energy will 
file its responses to public hearing comments on August 1, 2025, along with its initial 
brief and proposed findings of fact. 
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If you have any questions about this filing, please contact me at 612-330-6073 or 
ellen.l.heine@xcelenergy.com   
 
Sincerely, 

/s/Ellen Heine 

ELLEN HEINE 
PRINCIPAL AGENT, SITING AND LAND RIGHTS 
XCEL ENERGY 

 
Enclosure  
cc: Service Lists 
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Xcel Energy’s Comments on Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Mankato – Mississippi River Transmission Project 

Docket Nos. E002/CN-22-532; E002/TL-23-157 

DEIS Reference 
(Chapter, page 

number) 

DEIS Text or Table Proposed Clarification or Revision 

Executive 
Summary, p. 12, 
Surface Waters and 
other applicable 
sections 

“All watercourses and waterbodies 
would be spanned and no in-water work 
would occur as a result of the project.” 

Clarify that no in-water water is currently anticipated. There are 
several large lakes, such as Eagle Lake, located along the route 
alternatives and spanning these large lakes in their entirety may 
not be possible depending on the route selected.  

Chapter 3, p. 72, 
Project Costs 

Table 3-8 provides the estimated costs 
for the Project based on Xcel Energy’s 
Direct Testimony. 

Xcel Energy provided updated estimated Project costs in its 
Surrebuttal Testimony.1  This table should be updated to reflect 
these more current cost estimates. 

Chapter 6, pp. 241-
371, Segment 2, 
West Faribault to 
Pine Island (North 
Rochester 
Substation) – 
Affected 
Environment, 
Potential Impacts 
and Mitigation 

This section summarizes the human and 
environmental resources that could be 
impacted by the route alternatives 
proposed for Segment 2. 

In a filing on May 5, 2025, Xcel Energy requested to expand 
the route width for portions of Segment 2 North and Segment 
2 South near the North Rochester Substation.2  This request 
was made to allow the Project’s 345 kV line to be constructed 
adjacent to the existing Hampton – North Rochester 345 kV 
line rather than double-circuited with this line.  This change is 
needed because one of the transmission projects that was 
approved by MISO as part of its LRTP Tranche 2.1 projects 
involves adding a second circuit to the existing Hampton – 
North Rochester 345 kV line such that the Project’s 345 kV 
line cannot be double-circuited with this line as proposed in the 
Application.  

 
1 Surrebuttal Testimony of Tony Wendland at 2-4 (May 19, 2025) (eDocket No. 20255-219085-01). 
2 Request to Expand Route Width (May 5, 2025) (eDocket No. 20255-218608-01). 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B1033EA96-0000-C11D-8802-FE9C43E19148%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=40
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B105CA296-0000-CF10-B86E-FF9D079A179B%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=93
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In its May 5, 2025 filing, Xcel Energy provided a summary of 
the environmental impacts associated with this change.  Xcel 
Energy requests that the final EIS include an analysis of this 
expanded route width and revised alignment for Segment 2 
North and Segment 2 South.   

Chapter 6, pp. 246-
247, Use or 
Paralleling of 
Existing Rights-of-
Way 

This section and Table 6-2 summarize 
the opportunities for double-circuiting 
for Segment 2 North and Segment 2 
South. 

As noted above, in a filing on May 5, 2025 and in Rebuttal 
Testimony, Xcel Energy explained that portions of Segment 2 
North and Segment 2 South could no longer be double-
circuited with the existing Hampton – North Rochester 345 kV 
line since a recent project approved by MISO will use the open 
position of this existing double-circuit capable 345 kV line.3 
This section and Table 6-2 should be updated to reflect this 
updated design for this portion of Segment 2. 

Chapter 6, p. 248, 
Human Settlement 

Table 6-3 summarizes the opportunities 
for double-circuiting and paralleling 
existing right-of-way for Segment 2 
North and Segment 2 South 

As noted above, in a filing on May 5, 2025 and in Rebuttal 
Testimony, Xcel Energy explained that portions of Segment 2 
North and Segment 2 South could no longer be double-
circuited with the existing Hampton – North Rochester 345 kV 
line since a recent project approved by MISO will use the open 
position of this existing double-circuit capable 345 kV line.4 
This table should be updated to reflect this updated design for 
this portion of Segment 2. 

 

 
3 Rebuttal Testimony of Ellen Heine at 1-2 (May 12, 2025) (eDocket No. 20255-218830-01). 
4 Rebuttal Testimony of Ellen Heine at 1-2 (May 12, 2025) (eDocket No. 20255-218830-01). 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B4056C696-0000-C719-9C19-75F1918064C4%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=46
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/documents/%7B4056C696-0000-C719-9C19-75F1918064C4%7D/download?contentSequence=0&rowIndex=46


 

 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION FOR 

A CERTIFICATE OF NEED AND ROUTE 

PERMIT FOR THE MANKATO TO MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER 345 KV TRANSMISSION PROJECT IN 

SOUTHERN MINNESOTA 

DOCKET NOS. E002/CN-22-532 AND 

E002/TL-23-157 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Gustav Gerhardson certifies that on the 10th day of June, 2025, on behalf of Northern 
States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, he efiled a true and correct copy 
of the Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement by posting the 
same on eDockets.  Said filing is also served as designated on the attached Service Lists 
on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission in the above-referenced 
dockets.  
 
 
       /s/ Gustav Gerhardson    
       Gustav Gerhardson 

https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showeDocketsSearch&showEdocket=true
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