
 

                                            
November 10, 2021 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
  
Will Seuffert  
Executive Secretary Minnesota  
Public Utilities Commission  
121 7th Place East, Suite 350  
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147  
 
RE:  In the Matter of the Petition Approval of Deferrals Related to Depreciation, Distribution O&M, and 

Property Tax For 2022  
  

Docket No. G-002/M-21-750 
 

Dear Mr. Seuffert:  
 
Please find the attached Comments of the Energy CENTS Coalition in the above-referenced matter. If you 
have questions about these comments, please call me at 651-280-7427. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sara Lopez 
Associate Director 
Energy CENTS Coalition 
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State of Minnesota 
Before the Public Utilities Commission 

 
 Katie Sieben Chair 
 Valerie Means Commissioner 

Matthew Schuerger Commissioner 
 Joseph Sullivan Commissioner 
 John Tuma Commissioner 
 
In the Matter of Northern States Power Company  
d/b/a Xcel Energy’s Petition for Approval of Deferrals                      Docket Number: G-002/M-21-750 
Related to Depreciation, Distribution O&M, and Property  
Tax for 2022. 
     

Comments of the Energy CENTS Coalition 

The Energy CENTS Coalition (ECC) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding Xcel 

Energy’s (“Xcel” or “the Company”) “stay out” proposal as an alternative to a contested rate case proceeding 

filed in Docket No. G002/GR-21-678. Previously, ECC has supported similar proposals brought forward by the 

company, most recently in the electric rate case stay-out approved by the Commission in 2020.1 Considering 

the persistent economic effects of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and the highly variable levels of financial 

recovery that consumers have been able to achieve in the past year, ECC believes that maintaining base rates 

at 2010 approved test year levels would provide relief for ratepayers. Protecting ratepayers from increased 

natural gas prices is particularly important given the projected increase in the commodity cost of gas and rising 

prices for food and other essential items. 

ECC supports the present stay out proposal brought forward by Xcel Energy, primarily because 

$31.6 million in projected incremental depreciation, distribution O&M, and property tax expenses for the 

year 2022 is deferred.  Furthermore, the present stay out proposal will provide stakeholders with the 

opportunity to closely examine the actual expenditures (incremental depreciation, distribution O&M, and 

property tax expenses for the year 2022) incurred by Xcel in the next rate case. Residential ratepayers, 

particularly lower-income ratepayers, are experiencing economic hardship caused by the pandemic and 

                                                
1 Docket Nos. E002/GR-20-723, E002/M-20-743. 



 

most Xcel Energy residential customers are currently paying for the costs of the February 2021 natural gas 

price spike.  In addition, “nearly half of U.S. households that heat primarily with natural gas will spend 30 

percent more than they spent last winter on average -50 percent more if the winter is 10 percent colder-

than-average and 22 percent more if the winter is 10 percent warmer-than-average.”2 

Finally, as of September 2021, 13.4 percent of Xcel residential customers are past-due, the highest 

monthly number reported in 2021.  The average past due amount is $471.3  Adding an 8.6 percent natural gas 

rate increase will worsen households’ current financial strain.  

ECC respectfully requests, therefore, the Commission approve the Company’s deferral proposal. 

 

Respectfully submitted,       Date: November 10, 2021 

 
Sara Lopez        
Energy CENTS Coalition        
823 Seventh St.  
St. Paul, MN 55106 
sara@energycents.org  
651-280-7427 

                                                
2 U.S. Energy Information Administration, Short-Term Energy Outlook, October 13, 2021.  
3 Xcel Energy Monthly Compliance Report, September 2021, Docket #20-375. 
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