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Daniel P. Wolf

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

Saint Paul, MN 55101

July 31, 2019
RE: Docket No: EO02/RP-19-368
Dear Mr. Wolf:

The City of Minneapolis (“Minneapolis”), a municipality as defined in Minn. Stat. § 216B.02, subd. 2b, has
completed an initial review of the 2019 Xcel Energy (“Xcel”) Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”). Within the
Notice of Comment Period, the Commission invited interested parties to review the IRP for completeness.’
After reviewing the IRP, Minneapolis has concluded there are critical missing elements required by
Minnesota statutes and rules which are necessary for analyzing Xcel’s plan. Minneapolis summarizes our
recommendation for the Commission’s consideration below.

I The statutory ‘preference for renewable energy facility’ requirement should be more completely
addressed; some scenarios should include an assumption that MEC will not be acquired.

Xcel assumes that it will own and operate the Mankato Energy Center and notes the following in its
discussion of resource options:

As stated above, we have modeled Mankato Energy Center as an owned resource. Approval
of this acquisition is pending in Docket No. IP6949, E002/PA-18-702.7

Minneapolis appreciates that the inclusion of MEC in a limited number of scenarios is helpful for comparison
purposes. However, the MEC acquisition has not been approved; therefore, it is appropriate to supplement
the existing scenarios with assumptions that MEC is not part of Xcel’s portfolio beyond the term of its current
contractual obligations and to instead include renewable energy resources in combination with demand side
management and energy storage technologies. Minn. Stat. § 216B.2422, subd. 4 supports Minneapolis’s
position:

The commission shall not approve a new or refurbished nonrenewable energy facility in an
integrated resource plan or a certificate of need, pursuant to section 216B.243, nor shall the
commission allow rate recovery pursuant to section 216B.16 for such a nonrenewable
energy facility, unless the utility has demonstrated that a renewable energy facility is not in
the public interest.

! Minnesota Public Utilities Commission. Notice of Comment Period. July 3, 2019.
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&document
|d={005AB96B-0000-C616-9B1B-A3DF8CBF1F06}&documentTitle=20197-154179-01
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Having additional scenarios without MEC acquisition assumptions will greatly assist all interested and
necessary parties in analyzing the IRP and supporting an infermed decision by the Commission.

. Recommendation

In summary, given the importance of and the long-term impacts associated with decisions made about the
2020-2034 Upper Midwest Resource Plan, Minneapolis respectfully requests that the Commission take the
following action to improve the completeness of Xcel’s filed plan, as is consistent with Minnesota’s statutes
and rules:

Require Xcel to supplement the IRP with scenarios that do not include assumptions about acquiring
Mankato Energy Center.

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

K W R

Kim W. Havey
Director
Division of Sustainability
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