
 

 
 

 
 
August 26, 2021 
 
 
Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147 
 
RE: Letter of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources 

Docket No. E002/RP-19-368 
 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
On July 8, 2021 the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources (Department) filed a 
letter requesting an extension of the due date for supplemental comments to October 1, 2021.  On July 13, 2021 
the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued a Notice of Extended Supplemental Comment 
Period (Notice) approving the Department’s requested due date.  The Notice also stated that “[t]he Commission 
does not expect to grant any further extensions or additional comment periods.” 
 
On July 23, 2021 the Department requested an extension of the due date for supplemental comments to 
October 15, 2021.  The request was due to Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy’s (Xcel) providing 
incorrect modeling files and difficulties in gaining access to needed forecasting skills on short notice.  On July 28, 
2021 the Commission issued a Second Notice of Extended Supplemental Comment Period (Second Notice) 
approving the Department’s requested due date.  The Second Notice also stated that “[t]he Commission does 
not expect to grant further extensions or additional comment periods and expects the utility and parties to 
provide timely and accurate information in response to information requests” 
 
At this time the Department is writing to inform the Commission that the Department continues to have 
difficulty in obtaining timely and accurate information from Xcel.  Specifically, the Department determined that 
Xcel provided incorrect information in response to Department Information Request Nos. 115 and 116 regarding 
forecasting.  In addition, Xcel provided late responses to numerous information requests of other parties, some 
of which the Department intended to review prior to beginning final modeling runs.1  At this time, Xcel’s 
continued delays and inaccuracies have used up nearly all of the contingency time built into the Department’s 
work schedule; meaning that if everything goes well, no additional time will be needed.  Therefore, the 
Department is not requesting additional time for supplemental comments in this letter.  However, it is possible 
that continued issues with Xcel or other unexpected difficulties may force a request for additional time to file 
supplemental comments; this request would be filed at a later date and only if absolutely necessary. 
The Department is available to answer any questions the Commission may have regarding this letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ STEVE RAKOW 
Analyst Coordinator 
 
SR/ja 

 

1 For examples, see Sierra Club Information Request Nos. 219, 220, and 223 to 228 and Xcel Large Industrials Information 
Request Nos. 152, 154, 159, and 177. 
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I, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that I have this day, served copies of the 
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified 
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Letter 
 
Docket No. E002/RP-19-368 
 
Dated this 26th day of August 2021 
 
/s/Sharon Ferguson 
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