Westwood

October 6, 2020

Stephen P. Schnieder

Nobles County Public Works Office
960 Diagonal Road

P.O. Box 187

Worthington, MN 56187

Re:  Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, Minnesota
File: 0026682.00

Dear Stephen:

On behalf of Zephyr Wind, LLC (Zephyr), Westwood Professional Services is writing to request
comments regarding the Applicant’s plans to obtain an amended site permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for the Community Wind South Project located in Nobles
County, Minnesota (Exhibit 1). The original Site Permit for the 30.75 megawatt large wind
energy conversion system (LWECS) was issued by the MPUC on May 1, 2012.

Zephyr plans to retrofit all 15 REpower MM92, 2.05 MW turbines by installing larger rotors and
different nacelles. The purpose of the retrofitting project is to improve turbine technology, increase
energy yield and extend the useful life of the project. Rotor modifications provide an increase in
the rotor swept area, which results in a corresponding increase in the nominal production capacity
of the Project. Optimizing energy production using the existing permitted wind energy facility will
help the State of Minnesota meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with fewer turbines and
less disruption to the natural environment.

The previously permitted locations of turbines, access roads, collection lines, and other supporting
infrastructure will remain the same. Full-sized and pre-assembly cranes will be used to remove the
old rotors and nacelles and install the new components. Some minor upgrading of public roadways
and intersections may be required to allow for delivery of the replacement rotors and nacelles to
each turbine location. A temporary laydown yard will be constructed within agricultural lands to
stage the turbine components prior to installation. A temporary crane path will also be required for
installing the new rotors and nacelles, which will be restored to pre-construction conditions
following retrofitting. Efforts will be made to use the original crane path corridor to minimize
disturbance to new areas.

No aspect of the project is anticipated to trigger Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. In support of the site permit application, archaeological surveys of the new crane walk areas

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com



12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300

Minnetonka, MN 55343

Westwood

are being planned for this fall. The archaeological survey results can be provided upon request to
the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPOs). Also, if interested, THPOs can coordinate a visit
with the archaeological crews during the survey if they wish to review the area.

Zephyr plans to apply for an amended site permit from the MPUC in Q4 2020 to meet planned
construction and a Commercial Operation Date (COD) anticipated in 2022. Written comments
provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s review process. Please
respond as soon as possible, or within 30 days of the date of this letter. If you have questions or
require further information regarding the project, | can be reached at (952) 906-7419 or via email
david.weetman@westwoodps.com.

Sincerely,
WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

O (=,

David M. Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
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Shannon Hansen

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

David —

Kathy Henderschiedt <khenderschiedt@co.nobles.mn.us>

Friday, October 9, 2020 1:42 PM

David Weetman

Community Wind South Repower

New CUP Application 7-8-2020.pdf; CUP Applicant Information.pdf; Blank CUP
Highlighted 9-19.pdf; LUP Signature Page Highlighted.pdf

Under Nobles County Planning and Zoning Ordinance you will be required to apply for and receive a Conditional Use
Permit and Land Use Permit for the laydown yard. The Land Use Permit and CUP Permit only need to be signed where

indicated in yellow.

This process typically takes 45 — 60 days for final approval from the time of a completed application. We must have all
documents and funds as listed in the CUP Application information for the application to be considered complete.

| have attached the necessary paperwork for your convenience. Please contact me with any questions you may have.

Kathy Henderschiedt

Planning and Zoning Administrator

Nobles County Environmental Services

PO Box 187

960 Diagonal Road
Worthington MN 56187
PH: 507-295-5322
Fax: 507-372-8348

kihenderschiedt@co.nobles.nmn.us




- NOBLES COUNTY -
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT

Applicant: Landowner:
Date Fee Job Number
Refer to Building Permit Number Money Receipt Number

Legal Description:

Zoning District: Property Address:

Present Use of Land:

Proposed Use of Land:

Section of the ordinance allowing conditional use permit:



Required Exhibits:

1. Copy of the legal description as recorded in the Nobles County Recorders office for the property on which the
conditional use permit is proposed.

2. Asite plan of an area including the property in question and 100 feet beyond, showing existing utilities, lot
boundaries and dimensions, buildings, easements, vegetation, highways and access roads, contours and waterways
if pertinent. Also show proposed building location, surface drainage plan, utility plan, landscaping, vehicle and
pedestrian ingress and egress, parking and loading facilities, screening, size and location of all signs and other site
improvements.

Public Hearing Date Time

Place Meeting Room, Public Works Facility, 960 Diagonal Rd, Worthington, MN 56187

Certification:

I hereby certify that | am the applicant named herein and that the information given above and on the exhibits submitted
herewith is in all respects true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and belief, and further, that if this permit is
granted, said construction will conform to the site plan contained herewith.

| further understand that, if granted, the project must begin within one (1) year after the approval of the conditional use or it
will expire and a new conditional use will have to be obtained. Any change involving structural alterations, enlargement,
intensification of use, or similar change not specifically permitted by the conditional use permit issued shall require an
amended conditional use permit and all procedures shall apply as if a new permit were being issued.

| further understand that unless a specific time limit is established on the conditional use, it may continue in perpetuity or
until it is revoked for non-compliance.

Applicant Physical Address

Phone

Applicant Mailing Address (if different from above):

Land Owner Address

Phone
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Planning Commission Recommendation:

1. The petitioner abides by all representations the applicant made during the permitting process, to the extent the
planning commission did not negate those representations and to the extent they are not inconsistent with the
spirit or letter of explicit conditions to the conditional use permit.

2. The petitioner complies will all regulations and standards of Nobles County and the State of Minnesota.

Date Planning Commission Chairman

Nobles County Board of Commissioners decision:

Date County Board Executive Secretary

Instrument prepared by:

Nobles County Environmental Services
960 Diagonal Road

Worthington MN 56187

507-292-5322



PUBLIC WORKS

960 Diagonal Road
PO Box 187
Worthington, MN 56187-0187

Phone: 507-295-5322
Fax: 507-372-8348
PublicWorks@co.nobles.mn.us

Conditional Use Permit Requirements
All paperwork must be submitted by the first working day of the month.
Application — completed and signed by both applicant and land owner, if different
Land Use Permit (LUP) — Must be signed by applicant/landowner

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) — signed by both applicant and landowner, if different
(No other information needs to be completed, staff will complete)

Legal description of property

Site Plan — can be hand drawn

Fees: $600.00 made payable to Nobles County
$46.00 made payable to Nobles County Recorder
Land use permit fee — determined based on type of construction — contact
Environmental Services for more information

Brief description of proposal

We will notify Applicant, Neighbors, Planning Commission, and Media of date, time and
location of Public Hearing.

Applicant or representative must attend public hearing to explain request.

All requests are heard by the Nobles County Planning Commission who make
recommendation to the County Board.

Please allow 45 — 60 days from the date of application for final approval.



General Provisions

1. For a new family dwelling or addition to an existing home, you MUST OBTAIN A SEPTIC PERMIT before
construction begins.

2. For a new, expanding or otherwise altered feedlot(s) (including ownership transfer) you MUST

OBTAIN A FEEDLOT PERMIT before construction begins.

3. No changes in plans or specifications can be made to the work authorized herein unless such

changes are first approved in writing by the permitting authority.

4. Permittee shall grant access to the site at all times that the permitting authority or his/her agents may
conduct inspections to ascertain compliance with the terms and conditions of this permit.

5. The granting of this permit does not exempt the permittee from having to secure other permits from other
State, Federal or Local units of government which may have jurisdiction over portions of the authorized project.
6. This permit expires six months from the date issued, if work has not started.

7. Construction activity disturbing one acre or more of land is required to obtain an MPCA Storm Water Permit
Contact 1-800-646-6247

8. Heron Lake Watershed District: If your project is located in the watershed call the District office at 507-793-
2462 for additional rules and regulations.

9. Okabena-Ocheda Watershed District: If your project is located in the watershed call the District office at 507-
376-9150 for additional rules and regulations.

10. Notice concerning electrical wiring: our building permit does not include electrical wiring. A separate
request for electrical inspection must be filed with the Board of Electricity at or before the start of any electrical
wiring. An owner may install wiring only on premises he occupies as a residence or will occupy as a residence
upon completion of construction. It is unlawful for any person to assist an owner in installing electrical wiring
unless that person is a properly licensed employee of a licensed electrical contractor and the electrical
contractor has agreed to do the work. An owner may not install electrical wiring on residential property that is
rented, leased or occupied by others. If you have questions please contact the State Board of Electricity at
www.electricity.state.mn.us.

11. Handicapped Accessibility Code: | understand that this permit is subject to the Minnesota

Handicapped Accessibility Code review and inspection, which will be billed to me on time and material basis.

| hereby apply for a zoning permit and | acknowledge that the information above is complete and accurate, that
the work will be in conformance with the ordinances and codes of Nobles County. The applicant also
understands by signing this application he/she could be held responsible as representative of this project for
any violations of compliance with all applicable laws and ordinances of Nobles County. This permit may be
suspended or revoked if the permit has been issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information supplied or
in violation of any ordinance or regulation of Nobles County. All provisions of law and ordinances governing
this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not.

Date:
Signature of Owner/Authorized Agent

Phone:
Address

Date:

Signature of County Official
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Nobles County Conditional Use Permit Application
960 Diagonal Road, PO Box 187
Worthington, MN 56187
PH: 507-295-5322

Date:

Applicant Name:

Applicant Address:

Phone #:

City/State/Zip:

Applicant E-mail:

Applicant Signature:

Landowner Name:

Landowner Address:

Phone #:

City/State/Zip:

Property Address:

PIN #:

Proposed Use of Land

Documents that must

be included with application:

Copy of legal description from County Recorder's Office

Survey - if splitting property for proposed CUP

Si

te Plan that indicates:

Description and location existing structures on property,

Description and proposed placement of new structures on property,

wells, driveway placement, sign placement, other proposed site improvements

Si

gned Conditional Use Permit

Si

gned Land Use Permit

Office Use: Received by: Date:




Shannon Hansen

From: David Weetman

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:52 AM

To: mkoster@co.nobles.mn.us

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: 20201006_Nobles County Envi Services.pdf

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Shannon Hansen

From: David Weetman

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:53 AM

To: sschnieder@co.nobles.mn.us

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: 20201006_Nobles County Public Works.pdf

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Westwood

October 6, 2020

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development
1% National Bank Building

332 Minnesota Street, Suite E200

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Re:  Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, Minnesota
File: 0026682.00

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Zephyr Wind, LLC (Zephyr), Westwood Professional Services is writing to request
comments regarding the Applicant’s plans to obtain an amended site permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for the Community Wind South Project located in Nobles
County, Minnesota (Exhibit 1). The original Site Permit for the 30.75 megawatt large wind
energy conversion system (LWECS) was issued by the MPUC on May 1, 2012.

Zephyr plans to retrofit all 15 REpower MM92, 2.05 MW turbines by installing larger rotors and
different nacelles. The purpose of the retrofitting project is to improve turbine technology, increase
energy yield and extend the useful life of the project. Rotor modifications provide an increase in
the rotor swept area, which results in a corresponding increase in the nominal production capacity
of the Project. Optimizing energy production using the existing permitted wind energy facility will
help the State of Minnesota meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with fewer turbines and
less disruption to the natural environment.

The previously permitted locations of turbines, access roads, collection lines, and other supporting
infrastructure will remain the same. Full-sized and pre-assembly cranes will be used to remove the
old rotors and nacelles and install the new components. Some minor upgrading of public roadways
and intersections may be required to allow for delivery of the replacement rotors and nacelles to
each turbine location. A temporary laydown yard will be constructed within agricultural lands to
stage the turbine components prior to installation. A temporary crane path will also be required for
installing the new rotors and nacelles, which will be restored to pre-construction conditions
following retrofitting. Efforts will be made to use the original crane path corridor to minimize
disturbance to new areas.

No aspect of the project is anticipated to trigger Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. In support of the site permit application, archaeological surveys of the new crane walk areas
are being planned for this fall. The archaeological survey results can be provided upon request to

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPOs). Also, if interested, THPOs can coordinate a visit
with the archaeological crews during the survey if they wish to review the area.

Zephyr plans to apply for an amended site permit from the MPUC in Q4 2020 to meet planned
construction and a Commercial Operation Date (COD) anticipated in 2022. Written comments
provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s review process. Please
respond as soon as possible, or within 30 days of the date of this letter. If you have questions or
require further information regarding the project, | can be reached at (952) 906-7419 or via email
david.weetman@westwoodps.com.

Sincerely,

WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

O (=,

David M. Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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Shannon Hansen

From: David Weetman

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:48 AM

To: DEED.CustomerService@state.mn.us

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: 20201006_MN DEED.PDF

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Westwood

October 6, 2020

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development
1% National Bank Building

332 Minnesota Street, Suite E200

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Re:  Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, Minnesota
File: 0026682.00

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Zephyr Wind, LLC (Zephyr), Westwood Professional Services is writing to request
comments regarding the Applicant’s plans to obtain an amended site permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for the Community Wind South Project located in Nobles
County, Minnesota (Exhibit 1). The original Site Permit for the 30.75 megawatt large wind
energy conversion system (LWECS) was issued by the MPUC on May 1, 2012.

Zephyr plans to retrofit all 15 REpower MM92, 2.05 MW turbines by installing larger rotors and
different nacelles. The purpose of the retrofitting project is to improve turbine technology, increase
energy yield and extend the useful life of the project. Rotor modifications provide an increase in
the rotor swept area, which results in a corresponding increase in the nominal production capacity
of the Project. Optimizing energy production using the existing permitted wind energy facility will
help the State of Minnesota meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with fewer turbines and
less disruption to the natural environment.

The previously permitted locations of turbines, access roads, collection lines, and other supporting
infrastructure will remain the same. Full-sized and pre-assembly cranes will be used to remove the
old rotors and nacelles and install the new components. Some minor upgrading of public roadways
and intersections may be required to allow for delivery of the replacement rotors and nacelles to
each turbine location. A temporary laydown yard will be constructed within agricultural lands to
stage the turbine components prior to installation. A temporary crane path will also be required for
installing the new rotors and nacelles, which will be restored to pre-construction conditions
following retrofitting. Efforts will be made to use the original crane path corridor to minimize
disturbance to new areas.

No aspect of the project is anticipated to trigger Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. In support of the site permit application, archaeological surveys of the new crane walk areas
are being planned for this fall. The archaeological survey results can be provided upon request to

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com



12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300

Minnetonka, MN 55343

Westwood

the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPOs). Also, if interested, THPOs can coordinate a visit
with the archaeological crews during the survey if they wish to review the area.

Zephyr plans to apply for an amended site permit from the MPUC in Q4 2020 to meet planned
construction and a Commercial Operation Date (COD) anticipated in 2022. Written comments
provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s review process. Please
respond as soon as possible, or within 30 days of the date of this letter. If you have questions or
require further information regarding the project, | can be reached at (952) 906-7419 or via email
david.weetman@westwoodps.com.

Sincerely,

WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

O (=,

David M. Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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Shannon Hansen

From: David Weetman

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:48 AM

To: DEED.CustomerService@state.mn.us

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: 20201006_MN DEED.PDF

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Westwood

October 6, 2020

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development
1% National Bank Building

332 Minnesota Street, Suite E200

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Re:  Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, Minnesota
File: 0026682.00

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Zephyr Wind, LLC (Zephyr), Westwood Professional Services is writing to request
comments regarding the Applicant’s plans to obtain an amended site permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for the Community Wind South Project located in Nobles
County, Minnesota (Exhibit 1). The original Site Permit for the 30.75 megawatt large wind
energy conversion system (LWECS) was issued by the MPUC on May 1, 2012.

Zephyr plans to retrofit all 15 REpower MM92, 2.05 MW turbines by installing larger rotors and
different nacelles. The purpose of the retrofitting project is to improve turbine technology, increase
energy yield and extend the useful life of the project. Rotor modifications provide an increase in
the rotor swept area, which results in a corresponding increase in the nominal production capacity
of the Project. Optimizing energy production using the existing permitted wind energy facility will
help the State of Minnesota meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with fewer turbines and
less disruption to the natural environment.

The previously permitted locations of turbines, access roads, collection lines, and other supporting
infrastructure will remain the same. Full-sized and pre-assembly cranes will be used to remove the
old rotors and nacelles and install the new components. Some minor upgrading of public roadways
and intersections may be required to allow for delivery of the replacement rotors and nacelles to
each turbine location. A temporary laydown yard will be constructed within agricultural lands to
stage the turbine components prior to installation. A temporary crane path will also be required for
installing the new rotors and nacelles, which will be restored to pre-construction conditions
following retrofitting. Efforts will be made to use the original crane path corridor to minimize
disturbance to new areas.

No aspect of the project is anticipated to trigger Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. In support of the site permit application, archaeological surveys of the new crane walk areas
are being planned for this fall. The archaeological survey results can be provided upon request to

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com



12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300

Minnetonka, MN 55343

Westwood

the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPOs). Also, if interested, THPOs can coordinate a visit
with the archaeological crews during the survey if they wish to review the area.

Zephyr plans to apply for an amended site permit from the MPUC in Q4 2020 to meet planned
construction and a Commercial Operation Date (COD) anticipated in 2022. Written comments
provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s review process. Please
respond as soon as possible, or within 30 days of the date of this letter. If you have questions or
require further information regarding the project, | can be reached at (952) 906-7419 or via email
david.weetman@westwoodps.com.

Sincerely,

WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

O (=,

David M. Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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Shannon Hansen

From: David Weetman

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:37 AM

To: ‘andy.peek@faa.gov'

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: 20201006_Federal Aviation Administration.pdf

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Westwood

October 6, 2020

Andy Peek

FAA - Dakota/Minnesota Airports District
6020 28" Ave S, Suite 102

Minneapolis, MN 55450-2700

Re:  Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, Minnesota
File: 0026682.00

Dear Andy:

On behalf of Zephyr Wind, LLC (Zephyr), Westwood Professional Services is writing to request
comments regarding the Applicant’s plans to obtain an amended site permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for the Community Wind South Project located in Nobles
County, Minnesota (Exhibit 1). The original Site Permit for the 30.75 megawatt large wind
energy conversion system (LWECS) was issued by the MPUC on May 1, 2012.

Zephyr plans to retrofit all 15 REpower MM92, 2.05 MW turbines by installing larger rotors and
different nacelles. The purpose of the retrofitting project is to improve turbine technology, increase
energy yield and extend the useful life of the project. Rotor modifications provide an increase in
the rotor swept area, which results in a corresponding increase in the nominal production capacity
of the Project. Optimizing energy production using the existing permitted wind energy facility will
help the State of Minnesota meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with fewer turbines and
less disruption to the natural environment.

The previously permitted locations of turbines, access roads, collection lines, and other supporting
infrastructure will remain the same. Full-sized and pre-assembly cranes will be used to remove the
old rotors and nacelles and install the new components. Some minor upgrading of public roadways
and intersections may be required to allow for delivery of the replacement rotors and nacelles to
each turbine location. A temporary laydown yard will be constructed within agricultural lands to
stage the turbine components prior to installation. A temporary crane path will also be required for
installing the new rotors and nacelles, which will be restored to pre-construction conditions
following retrofitting. Efforts will be made to use the original crane path corridor to minimize
disturbance to new areas.

No aspect of the project is anticipated to trigger Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. In support of the site permit application, archaeological surveys of the new crane walk areas
are being planned for this fall. The archaeological survey results can be provided upon request to

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com



12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300

Minnetonka, MN 55343

Westwood

the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPOs). Also, if interested, THPOs can coordinate a visit
with the archaeological crews during the survey if they wish to review the area.

Zephyr plans to apply for an amended site permit from the MPUC in Q4 2020 to meet planned
construction and a Commercial Operation Date (COD) anticipated in 2022. Written comments
provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s review process. Please
respond as soon as possible, or within 30 days of the date of this letter. If you have questions or
require further information regarding the project, | can be reached at (952) 906-7419 or via email
david.weetman@westwoodps.com.

Sincerely,

WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

O (=,

David M. Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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Shannon Hansen

From: David Weetman

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:44 AM

To: health.climatechange@state.mn.us

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: 20201006_MDH.PDF

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Westwood

October 6, 2020

Minnesota Department of Health
Environmental Health Division
PO Box 64975

St. Paul, MN 55164-0975

Re:  Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, Minnesota
File: 0026682.00

To whom it may concern:

On behalf of Zephyr Wind, LLC (Zephyr), Westwood Professional Services is writing to request
comments regarding the Applicant’s plans to obtain an amended site permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for the Community Wind South Project located in Nobles
County, Minnesota (Exhibit 1). The original Site Permit for the 30.75 megawatt large wind
energy conversion system (LWECS) was issued by the MPUC on May 1, 2012.

Zephyr plans to retrofit all 15 REpower MM92, 2.05 MW turbines by installing larger rotors and
different nacelles. The purpose of the retrofitting project is to improve turbine technology, increase
energy yield and extend the useful life of the project. Rotor modifications provide an increase in
the rotor swept area, which results in a corresponding increase in the nominal production capacity
of the Project. Optimizing energy production using the existing permitted wind energy facility will
help the State of Minnesota meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with fewer turbines and
less disruption to the natural environment.

The previously permitted locations of turbines, access roads, collection lines, and other supporting
infrastructure will remain the same. Full-sized and pre-assembly cranes will be used to remove the
old rotors and nacelles and install the new components. Some minor upgrading of public roadways
and intersections may be required to allow for delivery of the replacement rotors and nacelles to
each turbine location. A temporary laydown yard will be constructed within agricultural lands to
stage the turbine components prior to installation. A temporary crane path will also be required for
installing the new rotors and nacelles, which will be restored to pre-construction conditions
following retrofitting. Efforts will be made to use the original crane path corridor to minimize
disturbance to new areas.

No aspect of the project is anticipated to trigger Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. In support of the site permit application, archaeological surveys of the new crane walk areas
are being planned for this fall. The archaeological survey results can be provided upon request to

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPOs). Also, if interested, THPOs can coordinate a visit
with the archaeological crews during the survey if they wish to review the area.

Zephyr plans to apply for an amended site permit from the MPUC in Q4 2020 to meet planned
construction and a Commercial Operation Date (COD) anticipated in 2022. Written comments
provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s review process. Please
respond as soon as possible, or within 30 days of the date of this letter. If you have questions or
require further information regarding the project, | can be reached at (952) 906-7419 or via email
david.weetman@westwoodps.com.

Sincerely,

WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

O (=,

David M. Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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Division of Ecological & Water Resources

500 Lafayette Road, Box 25
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025

June 8, 2020
Correspondence # ERDB 20200327

Ms. Shelby Kilibarda

Westwood Professional Services, Inc
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

RE: Natural Heritage Review of the proposed Community Wind South Repower,
Nobles County

Dear Ms. Kilibarda,

As requested, the above project has been reviewed for potential effects to known occurrences of rare features.
Given the project details provided with the data request form, | do not believe the proposed project will negatively
affect any known occurrences of rare features.

The Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), a collection of databases that contains information about
Minnesota’s rare natural features, is maintained by the Division of Ecological and Water Resources, Department
of Natural Resources. The NHIS is continually updated as new information becomes available, and is the most
complete source of data on Minnesota's rare or otherwise significant species, native plant communities, and other
natural features. However, the NHIS is not an exhaustive inventory and thus does not represent all of the
occurrences of rare features within the state. Therefore, ecologically significant features for which we have no
records may exist within the project area. If additional information becomes available regarding rare features
in the vicinity of the project, further review may be necessary.

It should be noted that many SGCN are not tracked in the Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS), and the
NHIS does not include records of migrating birds. Wind farms can affect birds due to collision mortality,
displacement due to disturbance, habitat fragmentation, and habitat loss. Even if collision mortality rates are low,
the additional mortality may be significant for rare species. In addition, the results from some studies suggest that
grassland birds are deterred from nesting in otherwise appropriate habitat by the presence of tall structures in
the vicinity. We recommend post-construction avian mortality monitoring to provide information regarding
unexpected impacts, if any, to rare birds. Knowledge of these types of extraordinary events would allow for the
implementation of additional measures to minimize disturbance, such as the curtailment of turbine operations
during certain conditions. Regional DNR staff may have more recommendations regarding avian surveys based on
local knowledge of the project site.



For environmental review purposes, the results of this Natural Heritage Review are valid for one year; the results
are only valid for the project location (noted above) and the project description provided on the NHIS Data
Request Form. Please contact me if project details change or for an updated review if construction has not
occurred within one year.

The Natural Heritage Review does not constitute review or approval by the Department of Natural Resources as
a whole. Instead, it identifies issues regarding known occurrences of rare features and potential effects to these
rare features. If needed, please contact your DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist to determine

whether there are other natural resource concerns associated with the proposed project. Please be aware that
additional site assessments or review may be required.

Thank you for consulting us on this matter, and for your interest in preserving Minnesota's rare natural resources.
Please include a copy of this letter in any state or local license or permit application. An invoice will be mailed to
you under separate cover.

Sincerely,

Samantha Bump
Natural Heritage Review Specialist
Samantha.Bump@state.mn.us

Cc: Joanne Boettcher

Links:  DNR Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist Contact Info
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/ereview/erp regioncontacts.html

The DNR’s Guidance for Commercial Wind Energy Projects
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/publications/ewr/dnr wind energy project guidance.pdf
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October 6, 2020

Cynthia Warzecha

Energy Projects Planner
Minnesota DNR

500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, Minnesota 55155

Re:  Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, Minnesota
File: 0026682.00

Dear Cynthia:

On behalf of Zephyr Wind, LLC (Zephyr), Westwood Professional Services is writing to request
comments regarding the Applicant’s plans to obtain an amended site permit from the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (MPUC) for the Community Wind South Project located in Nobles
County, Minnesota (Exhibit 1). The original Site Permit for the 30.75 megawatt large wind
energy conversion system (LWECS) was issued by the MPUC on May 1, 2012.

Zephyr plans to retrofit all 15 REpower MM92, 2.05 MW turbines by installing larger rotors and
different nacelles. The purpose of the retrofitting project is to improve turbine technology, increase
energy yield and extend the useful life of the project. Rotor modifications provide an increase in
the rotor swept area, which results in a corresponding increase in the nominal production capacity
of the Project. Optimizing energy production using the existing permitted wind energy facility will
help the State of Minnesota meet its Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) with fewer turbines and
less disruption to the natural environment.

The previously permitted locations of turbines, access roads, collection lines, and other supporting
infrastructure will remain the same. Full-sized and pre-assembly cranes will be used to remove the
old rotors and nacelles and install the new components. Some minor upgrading of public roadways
and intersections may be required to allow for delivery of the replacement rotors and nacelles to
each turbine location. A temporary laydown yard will be constructed within agricultural lands to
stage the turbine components prior to installation. A temporary crane path will also be required for
installing the new rotors and nacelles, which will be restored to pre-construction conditions
following retrofitting. Efforts will be made to use the original crane path corridor to minimize
disturbance to new areas.

No aspect of the project is anticipated to trigger Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act. In support of the site permit application, archaeological surveys of the new crane walk areas

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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Westwood

are being planned for this fall. The archaeological survey results can be provided upon request to
the Tribal Historic Preservation Offices (THPOs). Also, if interested, THPOs can coordinate a visit
with the archaeological crews during the survey if they wish to review the area.

Zephyr plans to apply for an amended site permit from the MPUC in Q4 2020 to meet planned
construction and a Commercial Operation Date (COD) anticipated in 2022. Written comments
provided in response to this letter will be incorporated into the MPUC’s review process. Please
respond as soon as possible, or within 30 days of the date of this letter. If you have questions or
require further information regarding the project, | can be reached at (952) 906-7419 or via email
david.weetman@westwoodps.com.

Sincerely,
WESTWOOD PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

O (=,

David M. Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager

Multi-Disciplined Surveying & Engineering
TBPLS Firm No. 10074302 westwoodps.com
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Shannon Hansen

From: David Weetman

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:50 AM

To: cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: 20201006_MNDNR.PDF

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Shannon Hansen

From:

Sent:

To:

Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

David,

Warzecha, Cynthia (DNR) <cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us>
Monday, October 12, 2020 12:46 PM

David Weetman

Boettcher, Joanne (DNR)

RE: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
2020-10-09_CommunityWindSouth-Repower-ReviewRequest.pdf

Joanne Boettcher, the Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist in Region 4, will be your DNR contact
until the site permit amendment application is filed with the PUC. Thereafter, please coordinate with me and
copy Joanne. | have copied Joanne for her awareness.

Although the request for review for the Community South Repower project is dated October 6, DNR did not
receive it until Friday, October 9. Therefore, the 30-day turnaround requested in the letter may be extended

by several days.
Best regards,
Cynthia

Cynthia Warzecha

Energy Projects Planner

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155

Phone: 651-259-5078

Email: cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us

m DEPARTMENT OF
MATURAL RESOURCES
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From: David Weetman <David.Weetman@westwoodps.com>

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:50 AM

To: Warzecha, Cynthia (DNR) <cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us>
Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN

This message may be from an external email source.



Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security Operations Center.

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Shannon Hansen

From: Boettcher, Joanne (DNR) <Joanne.Boettcher@state.mn.us>

Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2020 11:04 AM

To: David Weetman

Subject: RE: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Hi David,

Do you have a shapefile of the project boundary and any infrastructure components related to the project (towers,
transmission lines, etc) you can email to me?

Thanks,

Joanne Boettcher

Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist
MNDNR — Mankato

(507) 389-8813

m1 DEPARTMENT OF
MATURAL RESOURCES

From: Warzecha, Cynthia (DNR) <cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us>

Sent: Monday, October 12, 2020 12:46 PM

To: David Weetman <David.Weetman@westwoodps.com>

Cc: Boettcher, Joanne (DNR) <Joanne.Boettcher@state.mn.us>

Subject: RE: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN

David,

Joanne Boettcher, the Regional Environmental Assessment Ecologist in Region 4, will be your DNR contact
until the site permit amendment application is filed with the PUC. Thereafter, please coordinate with me and
copy Joanne. | have copied Joanne for her awareness.

Although the request for review for the Community South Repower project is dated October 6, DNR did not
receive it until Friday, October 9. Therefore, the 30-day turnaround requested in the letter may be extended
by several days.

Best regards,

Cynthia

Cynthia Warzecha
Energy Projects Planner

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources



500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155

Phone: 651-259-5078

Email: cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us

m DEPARTMENT OF
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From: David Weetman <David.Weetman@westwoodps.com>

Sent: Friday, October 9, 2020 10:50 AM

To: Warzecha, Cynthia (DNR) <cynthia.warzecha@state.mn.us>
Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security Operations Center.

Please see attached letter regarding the Community Wind South Repower Project.
Best Regards,

David Weetman
Environmental Permitting Manager
david.weetman@westwoodps.com

direct  (952) 906-7419
main  (952) 937-5150
cell (612) 849-5320

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



Shannon Hansen

From: Britta Hardel

Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 2:19 PM

To: Joanne.Boettcher@state.mn.us

Cc: David Weetman

Subject: Community Wind South Repower Project, Nobles County, MN
Attachments: CommunityWindSouthData_201020.zip

Hi Joanne,

Attached is a zipped folder with shapefile data for Community Wind South Repower Project (Nobles County, MN). The
data includes project boundary, turbine, collection, crane path, and access road data. Please let me know if you have any
trouble with the files.

Thanks,

Britta Hardel
GIS Specialist
britta.hardel@westwoodps.com

direct (952) 697-5786
main (952) 937-5150

Westwood
12701 Whitewater Drive, Suite 300
Minnetonka, MN 55343

westwoodps.com
(888) 937-5150



