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Date:  3/23/22 
  
Public Advisor 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission  
121 7th Place East, Suite 350  
St. Paul, MN  55101  
 
Subject:  Hayward Solar LLC, Minnesota PUC Docket #IP-7053/CN-21-112 and IP7053/GS-21-113 
 
Dear Minnesota Public Utilities Commission:  
 
As a resident of Freeborn County, I am writing to convey my support of the Hayward Solar Project for 
the following reasons: 
 

1. We know that burning oil, gas and coal has polluted our air, water, and land for decades. Now 
it’s changing our climate even faster than scientists feared it would. We can have healthier 
communities right now and a livable future for generations to come. But to get there, we need 
to transform the way we produce and consume energy. That must start with a commitment to 
renewable energy. 

 
2. Renewable energy has incredible potential. We could power the nation 10 times over with 

available wind resources, and existing solar potential provides more than 100 times our current 
energy needs. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Hoiseth 
1014 Frank Hall Dr. 
Albert Lea, MN  56007 
 











 
Date: 3/23/22 
  
Public Advisor 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission  
121 7th Place East, Suite 350  
St. Paul, MN  55101  
 
Subject:  Hayward Solar LLC, Minnesota PUC Docket #IP-7053/CN-21-112 and IP7053/GS-21-113 
 
Dear Minnesota Public Utilities Commission:  
 
As a resident of Freeborn County, I am writing to convey my support of the Hayward Solar Project for 
the following reasons: 
 
I am employed in the renewable energy industry. I strongly feel this is the future of replacing carbon 
producing electricity. Freeborn county will receive great benefits of this project while not incurring great 
asks from public services. On top of all the known benefits to the economy and the environment, I think 
this is a superior project due to the developer partnership. The developer on this project has an 
excellent reputation of honesty and up-front communication. 
 
Farmland is always a precious commodity. As we move into the future of battery-operated vehicles the 
asks of corn for ethanol will drop. I feel solar farming is an excellent way to diversify farming 
opportunities and keep grain commodities at a premium. 
 
Please strongly consider this project as a multiple win for Freeborn County, the state of MN, the 
landowners, and the environment for generations to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Fjermestad 
Freeborn County Resident 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











Shell Rock River Watershed District 

214 West Main Street 

Albert Lea, MN 56007 

Phone: 507-377-5785 

www.ShellRock.org 

 

 

 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 

121 7th Place East - Suite 350 

St Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147 

 

Re: Hayward Solar Project IP-7053/CN-21-112 and IP7053/GS-21-113 

Dear Chairperson Katie Sieben, 

The Shell Rock River Watershed District, located wholly in Freeborn County, was formed in 2003 out of 

necessity for improvement to impaired waters. We are in the process of our completing our One 

Watershed, One Plan, water management plan to restore and repair upstream areas and waterways 

that flow into the Shell Rock River. Habitat and native vegetation are critical factors in the success of a 

Watershed District’s Water Management Plan.  

We are writing to you today in support of the vegetation and habitat management plans that are 

included in the Hayward Solar Project’s Public Utilities Commission application. Tenaska and Arevon 

brought us into their plan early on by presenting their strategies to improve groundcover with native 

vegetation within their project boundary in Hayward Township. This area is part of the tributary system 

that feeds into the Shell Rock River. With native grasses and plantings in place year-round, this will 

reduce some of the issues we are seeing near the project location with erosion, stream sedimentation 

and increased phosphorous. A project of this nature and over its lifespan can be restorative to soil 

nutrient levels while providing stabilization to topsoil that can be lost when agricultural lands are tilled. 

We plan to continue our discussions and dialog with the Tenaska and Arevon development team to 

mitigate any potential run-off or drainage risks that may be present during their 12-14 month 

construction phase. The Shell Rock River Watershed Board supports the permitting of the Hayward Solar 

Project based on the principles and plans included in the application. 

 

Sincerely, 

Mitchell Delger 

Chairman- Shell Rock River Watershed District 
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