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 1 

Q. Please state your name and role. 2 

A. My name is Adam Savariego. I serve as the Tribal Secretary on the Board of 3 

Trustees for the Upper Sioux Community (“Upper Sioux”). 4 

 5 

Q. What is the purpose of your testimony? 6 

A. The purpose of my testimony is to reaffirm Upper Sioux’s support for the 7 

Settlement Agreement and to discuss Upper Sioux’s position with respect to the 8 

revised Big Bend Wind Project (“Wind Project”) layout, including Big Bend Wind, 9 

LLC’s (“Big Bend”) request for a waiver of the wind access buffer for certain specific 10 

turbine locations. 11 

 12 

Q. Did Upper Sioux intervene as a party in this proceeding? 13 

A. Yes. Upper Sioux intervened as a party in this proceeding because it had concerns 14 

about the potential effects of the Wind Project, as it was proposed at that time, on 15 

the Jeffers Petroglyphs site. 16 

 17 

Q. Is Upper Sioux a party to the Settlement Agreement concerning the Wind 18 

Project? 19 

A. Yes. As part of the Settlement Agreement, Big Bend agreed to increase the 20 

distance of the Wind Project’s turbine locations from the Jeffers Petroglyphs site. 21 

As a result of this revised layout, in the Settlement Agreement, the parties 22 

(including Upper Sioux) “recommend[ed] that the [Minnesota Public Utilities 23 

Commission (“Commission”)] issue a CN and LWECS site permit for the Wind 24 

Project consistent” with the Settlement Agreement. The Parties also agreed to 25 

support a waiver of the wind access buffer setback for certain alternative wind 26 

turbine locations. 27 

 28 

Q. Why does Upper Sioux support the waiver of the wind access buffer 29 

setback? 30 
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A. It is a reasonable compromise that balances competing considerations. 31 

Specifically, in the Settlement Agreement, Big Bend agreed to remove all turbine 32 

locations within seven miles of the Jeffers Petroglyphs site. To replace those lost 33 

turbine locations, Big Bend identified alternative locations, but several of these 34 

locations will require the Commission to modify its wind access buffer setback. As 35 

I understand it, the setback is not a statute or rule, but instead a policy implemented 36 

by the Commission. Here, it is appropriate to modify that policy because of 37 

competing considerations—notably, Upper Sioux’s (and the other intervening 38 

parties’) interest in minimizing impacts to the viewshed at Jeffers Petroglyphs. In 39 

our view, recognizing Tribal interests and minimizing those viewshed impacts 40 

outweighs the strict application of the wind access buffer setback. 41 

 42 

Q. Does this conclude your Direct Testimony? 43 

A. Yes. 44 



 

 

In the Matter of the Applications of Big 
Bend Wind, LLC for a Certificate of Need, 
Site Permit, and Route Permit for an up to 
308 MW Wind Farm and Associated 
161 kV Transmission Line in Cottonwood, 
Martin, and Watonwan Counties 

MPUC Docket Nos. IP-7013/CN-19-408, 
WS-19-619, and TL-19-621 

 
OAH Docket No. 60-2500-37376 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

Alicia P. Jones certifies that on the 10th day of November 2021, she e-filed true and correct copies 
of the following documents on behalf of Upper Sioux Community via eDockets 
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