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NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 
Issued: May 31, 2022  

 
In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy for 
Certification of Need for Additional Dry Cask Storage at the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating 
Plant in Goodhue County 
 
Re: Request for Use of Alternative Storage Technology 
 
PUC Docket Number:   E-002/CN-08-510 

 
Comment Period:   Initial comment period closes June 24, 2022 at 4:30pm 

   Reply comment period closes July 1, 2022 at 4:30pm 
 
Comments received after the close of the comment period may or may not 
be considered by the Commission. 

 
Topic(s) Open for Comment:   

• Should the Commission approve Xcel Energy’s request for use of an alternative dry cask 
storage technology? 

• If approved, what, if any, additional condition(s) should be included in the Commission’s 
order? 

• Should the Commission make any findings regarding cost recovery in this docket? 
• Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter? 

 
Background 
 
In 2009, the Commission granted Xcel Energy a Certificate of Need (CN) authorizing Xcel Energy to 
store spent fuel in the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) ISFSI to facilitate operation 
of the PINGP through the end of its current U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Licenses in 2033 (Unit 1) and 
2034 (Unit 2).  
 
On April 30, 2021, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) received a Request for 
Change in Spent-Fuel Storage Technology from Xcel Energy for use of an alternative type of spent-
fuel storage container at the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant Independent Spent Fuel 
Storage Facility (PINGP ISFSI). Xcel requested the Commission authorize the use of any fuel storage 
casks approved by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  
 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

http://mn.gov/puc
wseuffer
Signature
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The Minnesota Department of Commerce Energy Environmental Review and Analysis unit (DOC 
EERA) determined that a change to the approved spent-fuel storage technology requires that the 
original Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) be supplemented. On April 26, 2022, DOC EERA 
staff issued the Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (Final SEIS) on Xcel Energy’s 
Request. On May 26, 2022, the Department of Commerce issued its Findings of Fact, Conclusions, 
and Order Finding Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement Adequate, concluding that the 
Final SEIS adequately addressed the items identified in its Scoping Decision. Approval of the 
request for a change in the spent-fuel storage technology would not result in any operational 
changes or modifications to PINGP’s period of operation. 
 
Filing Requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to electronically file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling). 
All parties, participants, and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling at: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling 
 
Submit Public Comments: 

Online:            mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments, and follow the instructions. 

Email:              consumer.puc@state.mn.us 

U.S. Mail:        Consumer Affairs Office 
                          Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
                          121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
                          St. Paul MN  55101  
 
Full Case Record:  See all documents filed in this matter on the Commission’s website at: 
mn.gov/puc/edockets, select Go to eDockets Project Database, enter the year (08) and the docket 
number (510), and select Search. 

Subscribe: To receive email notification when new documents are filed in this matter visit: 
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling and select Subscribe to Dockets. 
 
Questions about this docket or Commission process and procedure?  Contact Commission staff, 
Michael Kaluzniak, at mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us or 651 201-2257. 
 
Change your mailing preferences:  Email docketing.puc@state.mn.us or call Leesa Norton at 
651-201-2246. 
 

To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call 651-296-0406 (voice).  
Consumers with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred Telecommunications 
Relay Service or email consumer.puc@state.mn.us for assistance.  

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
https://mn.gov/puc/consumers/public-comments/
mailto:consumer.puc@state.mn.us
https://mn.gov/puc/edockets/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling
mailto:mike.kaluzniak@state.mn.us
mailto:docketing.puc@state.mn.us
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Chrishna Beard, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF COMMENT PERIOD 

Docket Number E002/CN-08-510 
Dated this 24th day of May, 2022 

/s/ Chrishna Beard 
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Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Darrell Seki, Sr. dseki@redlakenation.org Red Lake Nation Red Lake Nation
										15484 Migizi Drive
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Nizhoni Smith nizhoni.smith@lowersioux.
com

Lower Sioux Indian
Community

PO Box 308
										39527 Reservation
Highway 1
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Joel Smith jsmith@mnchippewatribe.o
rg

Minnesota Chippewa Tribe PO Box 217
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Roger Smith, Sr. RogerMSmithSr@fdlrez.co
m

Fond du Lac Band of Lake
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Marie Spry mariespry@grandportage.c
om

Grand Portage Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts
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Wallace St. John, Sr. Wally.StJohn@millelacsba
nd.com

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56359

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

LeRoy Staples Fairbanks III leroy.fairbanks@llojibwe.ne
t

Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Samuel Strong Sam.strong@redlakenation
.org

Red Lake Nation Red Lake Nation
										15484 Migizi Drive
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Camille Tanhoff kamip@uppersiouxcommu
nity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community 5722 Travers Lane
										PO BOX 147
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Caralyn Trutna carrie@uppersiouxcommun
ity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Community Upper Sioux Community
										P.O. Box 147
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										55372

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Heather Westra heather.westra@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Rd
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Steve White steve.white@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Drive NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Cody Whitebear cody.whitebear@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Virgil Wind virgil.wind@millelacsband.c
om

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Drive
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56359

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts

Laurie York laurie.york@whiteearth-
nsn.gov

White Earth Reservation
Business Committee

PO Box 418
										
										White Earth,
										MN
										56591

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal
Government Contacts



First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

Tommy Brown Tommy.brown@llojibwe.net Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe 190 Sailstar Dr NW
										
										Cass Lake,
										MN
										56633

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Kade Ferris kade.ferris@redlakenation.
org

Red Lake Region PO Box 274
										
										Red Lake,
										MN
										56671

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Mary Ann Gagnon maryanng@grandportage.c
om

Grand Portage Band of
Ojibwe

PO Box 428
										
										Grand Portage,
										MN
										55605

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Jill Hoppe jillhoppe@fdlrez.com Fond du Lac Band of
Superior Chippewa

1720 Big Lake Road
										
										Cloquet,
										MN
										55720

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Terry Kemper Terry.Kemper@millelacsba
nd.com

Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe 43408 Oodena Dr
										
										Onamia,
										MN
										56359

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Samantha J Odegard samanthao@uppersiouxco
mmunity-nsn.gov

Upper Sioux Tribal
Community

PO Box 147
										
										Granite Falls,
										MN
										56241

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Cheyanne St. John cheyanne.stjohn@lowersio
ux.com

Lower Sioux Tribal
Community

39527 Reservation Hwy 1
										
										Morton,
										MN
										56270

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Jaylen Strong jaylen.strong@boisforte-
nsn.gov

Bois Forte Band of
Chippewa

5344 Lakeshore Dr.
										PO Box 16
										Nett Lake,
										MN
										55772

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Leonard Wabasha leonard.wabasha@shakop
eedakota.org

Shakopee Mdewakanton
Sioux Community

2300 Tiwahe Circle
										
										Shakopee,
										MN
										55379

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices

Noah White noah.white@piic.org Prairie Island Indian
Community

5636 Sturgeon Lake Road
										
										Welch,
										MN
										55089

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__Tribal Historic
Preservation Offices
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