m COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT
August 2, 2022

Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

RE: Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources
Docket No. E002/M-21-101

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

On February 1, 2021, Xcel Energy (Xcel or the Company) filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission (Commission) a petition for its load flexibility pilot and financial incentive mechanism.
A large portion of this filing was dedicated to demand response programs. The Minnesota
Department of Commerce (Department) and other parties submitted comments on Xcel’s proposals
on June 18, 2021. On March 15, 2022, the Commission issued it Order Approving Modified Load-
Flexibility Pilots and Demonstration Projects, Authorizing Deferred Accounting, and Taking Other
Action, in which the Commission approved Xcel’s proposed Peak Flex Credit proposal, but also
ordering Xcel to allow third-party aggregators to participate in a second tranche of the Peak Flex
Credit pilot, and make a compliance filing within 60 days. On May 27, 2022, the Company submitted
a compliance filing Compliance Filing) detailing their work with Advanced Energy Management
Alliance (AEMA) to discuss process and details to allow third-party aggregations to participate in the
Peak Flex Credit pilot.

The Company’s Compliance filing detailed how the program would work with third party
aggregators and included proposed tariff revisions to allow for third parties to participate in the
program. The Department reviewed the Company’s filing and proposed tariff revisions and does not
have any concerns. As the Commission’s March 15, 2022 approved the revised Peak Flex Credit
Rider pilot and tariff as modified to allow for the participation of third party aggregators, the
Department does not believe that a comment period on the Company’s proposed tariff
modifications is necessary if no parties objects. Therefore, the Department recommends that the
Commission accept the Company’s compliance filing and proposed tariff revisions.

Sincerely,

/s/ MICHAEL N. ZAJICEK
Rates Analyst

MNZ/ja
85 7th Place East - Suite 280 - Saint Paul, MN 55101 | P: 651-539-1500 | F: 651-539-1547

mn.gov/commerce
An equal opportunity employer
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