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Introduction 

  

The Clean Energy Groups have been consistently involved in electric vehicle (EV) 

proceedings in Minnesota since the initial 17-879 docket was opened. We are 

submitting comments on this matter because we are intimately familiar with the process 

and reporting of the Transportation Electrification Plans (TEPs) and our work will be 

affected by this change.  

 

 

We want to thank the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) staff for their proactive 

engagement in walking us through the proposed changes earlier this summer. We are 

grateful to share our response.  

  

 

Response to Staff Questions  

 

1. Should the Commission combine Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power, and Xcel 

Energy’s Transportation Electrification Plans (TEPs) with their Integrated 

Distribution Plans (IDPs)?   

 

 While we support the streamlining of the process of reporting on EV data and 

programs for the sake of efficiency in regard to Commission staff time, we want to 

ensure a seamless transition for EV advocates to participate in the IDP proceedings 

moving forward. We appreciate and support that the TEPs have their own section in 

the IDP. 

 

2.  Are the staff-amended IDP filing requirements for Minnesota Power (Attachment 

A), Otter Tail Power (Attachment B), and Xcel Energy (Attachment C) accurate with 

the Commission’s Orders in the TEP and IDP dockets?  

 

Yes, the staff amended IDP filing requirements seem to reflect our discussion with 

Commission staff as well as our understanding of the TEP order. We request one 

correction to the Attachment, summarized below, based on our discussion with Staff:  

 

Correction in Attachment A, PG. 4, 22, C:  
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c. Number and capacity of known public access public direct current fast charging 

(DCFC) stations. 

 

 

3. Should the Commission discontinue the requirement to file Transportation 

Electrification Plans biennially on June 1 in Docket 17-879, and instead require the 

utilities to file based on amended IDP filing requirements incorporating TEP topics 

starting with the November 1, 2023, IDPs?  

 

While the IDP dockets will contain the full TEPs, we recommend filing a notice or 

similar document in Docket 17-879 on June 1, 2023 stating that TEPs have been 

moved to dockets 21-390, 21-612, 21-624 for Minnesota Power, Otter Tail Power, 

and Xcel Energy, respectively, and will be published November 1, 2023 and biennially 

thereafter.  

 

Additionally, we recommend filing a notice or similar document in Docket 17-879 on 

November 1, 2023 when the IDP’s that incorporate TEP requirements are filed and 

biennially thereafter.  

 

It is important to have a clear paper record for anyone who follows Minnesota EV 

utility developments. Given how central Docket 17-879 has been for this, we would 

like to ensure those who follow these developments have a clear understanding of 

where this information is stored.  

 

Furthermore, we recommend the EV Annual Reports be filed in Docket 17-879 

moving forward given the nature of Docket 17-879 as a centralized EV docket. 

Absent this change we recommend filing a notice or similar document in Docket 17-

879 when the EV Annual reports have been filed.  

 

 

4. Are there other issues or concerns related to this matter?  

 

While we understand the benefit of integrating the TEPs into the IDPs, we reiterate our 

desire to have a seamless transition for EV advocates to participate in the IDP proceedings 

moving forward, and support that the TEPs have their own section in the IDP. We also 

recommend that during the Commission agenda meetings, that the TEP portion is clearly 

demarcated and scheduled such that EV advocates may participate specifically in that 

portion of the agenda meeting, and know when it is happening, without needing to partake 

in the entire IDP proceeding.  
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Conclusion 

 

We thank the Commission for the opportunity to share our feedback on the merging of the 

Transportation Electrification Plans with the Integrated Distribution Plans and recommend the 

following moving forward:  

 

1) Make this transition as seamless as possible for EV advocates by:  

 

a) Filing a notice or similar document in Docket 17-879 on June 1, 2023 stating that 

TEPs have been moved to Dockets 21-390, 21-612, 21-624 and will be published 

November 1, 2023 and biennially thereafter.  

 

b) Filing a notice or similar document in Docket 17-879 on November 1, 2023 when the 

IDP’s that incorporate TEP requirements are filed and biennially thereafter. 

 

c) Continue to file EV annual reports in Docket 17-879 moving forward. 

 

d) Clearly demarcating and scheduling the TEP portion of the IDP agenda meetings so 

that EV advocates may participate specifically in that proceeding, and know when it is 

happening, without needing to listen through the entire IDP proceeding.  

 

 

 

/s/ MK Anderson 

Fresh Energy 

408 St. Peter Street, Suite 220 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

651.726.7567 

anderson@fresh-energy.org 

 

/s/ Joseph Halso 

Sierra Club 

1536 Wynkoop Street, Suite 200 

Denver, CO 80202 

303.454.3365 

joe.halso@sierraclub.org 

 

/s/ Sam Houston 
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Union of Concerned Scientists 

1825 K Street NW, Suite 800 

Washington, DC 20006 

202.331.5459  

shouston@ucsusa.org 

 

/s/ Dean Taylor 

Plug In America 

1270 S Alfred Street No 351268 

Los Angeles, CA,  90035-9668 

323.372.1236 

dtaylor@pluginamerica.org 
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/s/ MK Anderson 

Fresh Energy 

408 St. Peter Street, Suite 220 
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651.726.7567 

anderson@fresh-energy.org 
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