m COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT

July 1, 2022

Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7t Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

RE: Letter from the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources (the
Department) regarding Dakota Electric Association’s Request for Approval of a Reduction in the
Association’s Transfer/Connection and Reconnection Charge in Docket No. E111/M-22-227

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

On May 12, 2022, the Dakota Electric Association (Dakota Electric or Cooperative) filed its Petition
(Docket No. E111/M-22-227) requesting the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
approve a reduction in the Cooperative’s transfer/connection charge and reconnection charge.?
Dakota Electric began assessing the lower reconnection fee and transfer/connection charge on May 2,
2022.2

On May 26, 2022, the Department filed Comments recommending the Commission approve Dakota
Electric’s Petition, with an effective date upon Commission approval, but no sooner than August 8,
2022. The Department based its recommendation on the required 60 days’ notice utilities must
provide to the Commission before changing established rates3 and on the Cooperative’s Petition®.

Dakota Electric filed Reply Comments on June 22, 2022. Dakota Electric inadvertently requested
modification to take effect no sooner than August 8, 2022.> Dakota Electric stated it, “intends to
voluntarily charge these lower fees until it receives formal approval from the Commission.”®

! petition, p. 8. Dakota Electric proposed to reduce the reconnection fee to $10 from $55 for regular hours reconnection (no
longer requiring an after-hours fee) and reduce the transfer/connection charge from $17.50 to $8.50.

2 petition, p. 5. The Cooperative notified the Commission of its intention to voluntarily charge these lower fees in an April
26, 2022 letter filed in its 2019 general rate case (Docket No. E111/GR-19-478).

3 Minnesota Statutes, § 216B.16, subdivision 1. Minnesota Rule 7825.3200 requires utilities to notify the Commission at
least 90 days prior to the proposed effective date of modified rates.

4 petition, p. 4 proposed the modification date of Special Fees and Charges take effect upon Commission approval, but no
sooner than August 8, 2022.

5 Reply Comments, p. 2.

6 Reply Comments, p. 2.



https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bE09FB980-0000-CD18-A923-A4FEE8850031%7d&documentTitle=20225-185696-01
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bE0080181-0000-C111-983F-D25E02C7E07E%7d&documentTitle=20225-186110-01
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b20488D81-0000-CF1F-B410-9006A53674A4%7d&documentTitle=20226-186826-01
https://efiling.web.commerce.state.mn.us/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bC0966680-0000-CC17-95ED-33324912E603%7d&documentTitle=20224-185134-01
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216B.16
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/7825.3200/
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The Department does not have concerns with Dakota Electric implementing lower rates on May 2,
2022.

The Department is available to answer any questions the Commission may have in this matter.

Sincerely,

/s/ HOLLY SODERBECK

Financial Analyst

HS/ja



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
|, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that | have this day, served copies of the
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified

mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly enveloped
with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Response Comments

Docket No. E111/M-22-227
Dated this 1% day of July 2022

/s/Sharon Ferguson
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