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August 1, 2022 
 
 
Will Seuffert 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota  55101-2147 
 
RE: Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources 
 Docket No. E286, E112/SA-22-388 
 
Dear Mr. Seuffert: 
 
Attached are the comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources 
(Department) in the following matter: 
 

The Joint Petition for Approval of a Permanent Service Territory Transfer Between the 
City of North Branch, North Branch Water and Light Commission, and East Central Energy. 

 
Sara G. McGrane, with Felhaber Larson, filed the petition on July 8, 2022. 

 
The Department’s analysis finds the petition meets the statutory requirements regarding service area 
transfers as indicated on the attached Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) approved 
checklist. Therefore, the Department recommends the Commission approve the requested permanent 
service area transfer and is available to answer any questions the Commission may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ FELICIA CULLEN 
Financial Analyst 
 
FC/ja 
Attachment 



 

 

 

 
 

Before the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce 

Division of Energy Resources 
 

Docket No. E286, E112/SA-22-388 
 

CHECKLIST FOR PROCESSING AGREED UPON SERVICE AREA TRANSFERS AND EXCEPTIONS 
 
 
☒ A cover letter with the submitter’s full contact information, including where to provide electronic 

service. 
 
☒ A joint letter explaining the change 
 
☒ Contact information for both utilities: Name, title, phone number, work address, email address.  
 
☒ Contact information, including email address, of the individuals who will update the electronic  
 service territory map after Commission approval.   
 
☒ Legal description of the property.  
 
☒ Short explanation of why the agreement is consistent with Minn. Stat. § 216B.39 at page 2. 
 

Filing is related to: 
☒ A permanent boundary change, or 
 Service by exception. The parties agree the limited right to serve by exception does not 

convey permanent rights to serve the exception area. 
 

☒ Settlement Agreement, if applicable. 
If yes, signed by authorized representatives of both utilities. See Department Attachment 1. 

 
☒ A digital (PDF) map with the proposed transfer or exception clearly outlined.  
 
☒ Affected customers received written notice, including utility and Commission contact information.  
 
 See Department Attachment 1. 



ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Sara G. McGrane 
612.373.8511 

Email: smcgrane@felhaber.com 

3739178.v1 

220 South 6th Street 
Suite 2200 

Minneapolis, MN  55402-4504 

Phone:  612.339.6321 
Fax:  612.338.0535 

felhaber.com 

July 28, 2022 

VIA EMAIL 

Felicia Cullen 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
85 7th Place East, Suite 280 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
Utility.Discovery@state.mn.us 
felicia.cullen@state.mn.us 

RE: In the Matter of the Joint Request of the City of North Branch, North Branch 
Water and Light Commission and East Central Energy to Update Electric 
Service Territory Records 
Docket Number: E286, E112/SA-22-388 
Our File No. 16585.002 

Dear Ms. Cullen: 

This firm represents East Central Energy (“ECE”) in the above matter.  Pursuant to your 
Request, enclosed please find a copy of the following: 

REQUEST NUMBER 1: 

Please provide the information listed below which requested by the Commission for approval of 
this agreement.  

• Table with type and number of customers affected and notice date(s)
• A copy of written notice to affected customers, including utility and Commission contact

information
• A Settlement Agreement, if applicable.

o Settlement agreement is signed by authorized representatives of both utilities.
 Note: The Department does not need all the details of the agreement – it can

be heavily redacted.

RESPONSE: 

• The requested information related to type and number of customers
and notice dates is below.

mailto:Utility.Discovery@state.mn.us


Felicia Cullen 
July 28, 2022 
Page 2 

3739178.v1 

Residential 1816 
Single Phase General Service 252 
Three Phase General Service 37 

 
• Attached as Exhibit A is a copy of written notices which were sent to affected customers.  

A “meet and greet” was hosted for affected customers could meet and ask questions of 
ECE.  In January of 2022, the attached notice was inserted in all customers’ bills.  In May 
of 2022, the second attached notice was again inserted in all customers’ bills. 
 

• Attached as Exhibit B is a copy of the Asset Purchase Agreement, with confidential 
information redacted, executed by the parties. 

 
If you have any further requests or questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at 612-

373-8511. 

Very truly yours, 
 
/s/ Sara G. McGrane 
 
Sara G. McGrane 

jle 
Enclosures 



EXHIBIT A 
 
  



 

 

Happy New Year! 

You will see the new rates for water and sewer on your January, 2022 bill, which includes usage 
from Dec 20, 2021 to Jan 20, 2022.  Your Water & Light Commission continues to look for other 
efficiencies and cost savings and will pass those on to you when possible.  In other news: 

 The installation of a new drop box at city hall has been delayed due to a supplier shortage.  
As soon as the new drop box arrives, it will be installed for customer use.  In the 
meantime, feel free to continue using the payment drop box at the former Water & Light 
Offices. 

 As part of the goal to achieve more efficient and accurate operations, the Water & Light 
Commission approved a contract to purchase and install 600 new water meters for those 
customers whose meters are non-functioning and/or require a manual read.  The affected 
customers will receive a separate mailing from the utility with additional information and 
instructions to set up an appointment with representatives from Ferguson Water Works, 
who will be doing the installation work.  If you have any questions about the process, feel 
free to call the Water & Light staff. 

 As you may be aware, the Commission and City Council are in talks with East Central 
Electric regarding the sale of the power distribution assets.  In case you were wondering, 
ECE is a member-owned electric cooperative. ECE currently serves about 2/3rds of North 
Branch’s households and that number continues to rise as development occurs outside 
of the city core.  Unlike a municipal utility, a cooperative is a business owned and 
controlled by the customers who use its services. Rather than excess income going to 
investors, it circles back to each member. As a co-op, ECE leads with heart and places 
special emphasis on supporting members through scholarships, local business grants, and 
energy-saving programs. Visit eastcentralenergy.com to learn more. 

 

Water & Light Commission 

http://eastcentralenergy.com/


Spring Hydrant Flushing Starts Late May – see map below for your area
Each spring and fall, the City flushes its water system to ensure the highest quality water for our customers. If you see crews in your 
neighborhood flushing hydrants, please use caution and try to avoid driving through the water.  Regular flushing serves the following 
purposes:

 Enhances long-term water quality by removing sediments from inside the mainline and flushing the sediments out through 
the hydrant.

 Identifies malfunctions of the hydrant and related valve issues so they can be repaired and ensure they are in working order
for fire protection.

 Helps determine weaknesses in the water distribution system.
 Identifies inadequate water volumes and pressures in the main water lines.

The same philosophy of preventive water line maintenance is one that you should conduct in your own home to ensure your home’s 
water quality. Your home’s water heater should be drained and flushed on a regular basis, according to manufacturers’ 
recommendations, to keep it working effectively and efficiently.

What to Expect
During the actual flushing process, customers may experience some disturbance in their usual water service such as short-term 
decrease in water pressure or discolored water. This discoloration consists primarily of harmless sediment and air and does not affect 
the safety of the water. For this reason, it is a good idea to avoid doing laundry on the day the hydrants are flushed in your 
neighborhood.  If you experience discoloration in your water after crews have been flushing in your neighborhood, clear the pipes in 
your home by running all water faucets, primarily outside hoses for a few minutes. Running the cold water for about 5 minutes should 
clear up the water. If the discolor continues for more than 24 hours contact us at 651-674-7100.  More details can be found on our 
website:  NBPUC.org.



EXHIBIT B 
  











 

             
           

           
            

           
          

            
               

          
            

           
  

              
             

              
       

              
            

            
            

            
    

            
                

              
                
             

                
              

                 
               

                 
        

  
 

              
              

            
              

  

 



              
           

                
     

            
               

                  
                  
                  

                  
                 

      

              
              

               
    

            
                   

              
         

       
       

     
   
    

        
     

     
    

      
   

    
   

      
     

      
   

                
             

               

 
 



              
              

                
           

          
               
             

              
                   

         

             
                

              
           

           
               

                 
             

         

             
               

                
  

               
             

             

            
         

             
               

               
              

              
               
               

                
               

 
  



                 
              

               
            

     

               
     

  

      

   

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

   

    

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

     

      

       

   

       

     

    

   

    

  
 

       

     

        

     

       

       

       

       

    

      

       

       

   

     

      

   

    

      

     

      

     

      

     

   

      

      

     

     

    

    

        

    

     

     

     

   

   

    

   
   

    
    

    

     

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  
       

        

      

      

      

          

   

 

          

         

 

 



  

 

    
       

        



  

             
           

            
          

            
              

              
              

               
    

          
          

             
              

       

            
             

             
             

 

            
                

                 
   

                 
               

          

              
              

              
                 
            

              

           
             

                

 
 



             
  

              
               
             

              
               

                 
             

                
              

                 
                 

                
               

              
            

               
             

                 
             

                   
                  

     

             
    

  
   

               
 

                
  

           
         

              
        

 
 





 

      
    

               
   

  







 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
I, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that I have this day, served copies of the 
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified 
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Comments 
 
Docket No. E286, E112/SA-22-388 
  
 
Dated this 1st day of August 2022 
 
/s/Sharon Ferguson 
 
 



First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

Generic Notice Commerce Attorneys commerce.attorneys@ag.st
ate.mn.us

Office of the Attorney
General-DOC

445 Minnesota Street Suite
1400
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn
.us

Department of Commerce 85 7th Place E Ste 280
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										551012198

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Renae Fry renaef@ci.north-
branch.mn.us

City of North Branch 6408 Elm Street, PO Box
910
										
										North Branch,
										MN
										55056-0910

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Justin Jahnz justin.jahnz@ecemn.com East Central Energy 412 Main Ave N
										
										Braham,
										MN
										55006

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Nathan Keech nbwlnathank@gmail.com North Branch Water & Light
Commission

6408 Elm Street, PO Box
910
										
										North Branch,
										MN
										55056

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Sara G McGrane smcgrane@felhaber.com Felhaber Larson 220 S 6th St Ste 2200
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55420

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Andy Olson Andy.olson@ecemn.com East Central Energy PO Box 39
										412 Main Ave N
										Braham,
										MN
										55006

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Kris Pearson kris.pearson@ecemn.com East Central Energy 412 Main Avenue N, PO
Box 39
										
										Braham,
										MN
										55006

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Generic Notice Residential Utilities Division residential.utilities@ag.stat
e.mn.us

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
										445 Minnesota St
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012131

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388

Will Seuffert Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission 121 7th Pl E Ste 350
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_22-388_SA-22-
388
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