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NOTICE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATE (REC) RETIREMENT FOR  
RENEWABLE ENERGY STANDARDS AND GREEN PRICING PROGRAMS 

 
Issued: March 22, 2022  

 
In the Matter of Commission Consideration and Determination of Compliance with Renewable 
Energy Standards for Year 2021 
 

In the Matter of Commission Consideration and Determination of Compliance with 
Renewable Energy Standards (RES) Biennial Reporting 
 
In the Matter of the Green Pricing Verification Filing Process  
 

PUC Docket Number(s):  E-999/PR-22-12 

E-999/M-22-85 

E-999/PR-02-1240 

 
All utilities subject to Minn. Stat. §216B.1691, as well as those with Green Pricing Programs, must 
retire Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) and file annual verification reports for the Renewable 
Energy Standards (RES), Solar Energy Standards, and Green Pricing Programs. These may be 
addressed by completing the information requested in the spreadsheet and filing it no later than 
June 2, 2022. The spreadsheet may be found here: 
 
Filing Template (.xlsx) 
 
For the 2021 compliance year, RECs must be retired by May 2, 2022. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Utilities should have received an invitation to retire RECs in the M-RETS 
dashboard under the program titled ‘Minnesota RPS 2021 Compliance.’ For questions regarding 
the platform or invitations, please contact systemadmin @ mrets.org. 
 
In accordance with the Commission’s March 19, 2010 Order (Docket No. E-999/CI-03-869), all 
entities covered under Minn. Stat. §216B.1691, except Xcel Energy, must retire RECs representing 
20 percent of annual retail sales for calendar year 2021. Xcel Energy is required to retire RECs 
representing 30 percent of annual retail sales for calendar year 2021. 
 
Compliance will also be reviewed for Minnesota’s Solar Energy Standard under Minn. Stat. § 
216B.1691, subd. 2f, which requires a public utility to generate or procure enough solar energy to 

 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Will Seuffert, Executive Secretary 

http://mn.gov/puc
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=216b.1691
https://mn.gov/commerce-stat/xls/attachment-c-new-ses-res-template.xlsx
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bFBCB2EB0-203F-414A-8CB5-5CE832E884F7%7d&documentTitle=20103-48177-01
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216b.1691#stat.216B.1691.2f
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216b.1691#stat.216B.1691.2f
wseuffer
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supply at least 1.5% of its retail electric sales in Minnesota with solar energy by the end of 2020. 
Of the 1.5% solar, at least 10% must come from solar photovoltaic devices with 40-kilowatt (kW) 
capacity or less. Public utilities with 50,000 to 200,000 retail electric customers may count 
individual customers’ community-solar garden subscriptions of 40 kW or less toward the 10% 
small-scale carveout.   
 
Compliance is measured on a calendar year basis. The Commission will consider utility compliance 
with the RES based on the Department’s report to the legislature on utility RES compliance due on 
Jan. 15, 2023 under Minn. Stat. §216B.1691; Subd. 3(b). Parties will have the opportunity to 
comment consistent with Minn. R. 7829.1400 in February 2023.  
 
Utilities must retire a sufficient number of RECs to meet the 2021 RES and the 2021 SES for certain 
utilities, as well as retire a sufficient number of RECs to meet the green pricing sales for the 
applicable calendar year. These retirements must be completed by May 1 (or the next business 
day) of the year following the compliance year. For example, RECs for compliance (calendar) year 
2021 must be transferred and retired by May 2, 2022.  
 
Biennial Reporting: Please note Tab 5 of the spreadsheet addresses the filing requirements for the 
RES biennial reporting obligation and is only included in years in which the biennial report 
requirement applies, as it does this year. Utilities are required to file this information pursuant to 
the Commission’s Order Finding Utilities In Compliance With Minn. Stat. §216b.1691 And 
Modifying Biennial Reporting Procedures, in Docket No. E-999/M-12-958, issued May 28, 2013.  
 
Solar Energy Standard (SES): Please note Tab 4 of the spreadsheet addresses the filing 
requirements for the SES reporting obligation per the January 29, 2021 Order and Attachment 1 in 
Docket No. E-999/M-20-464. Only utilities subject to this subdivision need to report.  
 
Eligible energy facilities: RECs must originate from eligible energy technology as defined by Minn. 
Stat. §216B.1691, subd. 1.  
 
REC shelf life: Only RECs retired before the end of their Commission-designated shelf life (the year 
of generation plus four years) will be counted towards either the RES requirement or a utility’s 
Green Pricing Program. Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECs) for the Solar Energy Standard 
(SES) portion of the RES also have a four-year shelf life, but SRECs generated before 2020 were 
granted longer eligibility per the Commission’s April 25, 2014 order in Docket No. E-999/CI-13-
542.1   
 

 
1 Please see Order Points 1 and 2 on page 5 of the April 25, 2014 order from Docket No. E-999/CI-13-542, In the 
Matter of the Implementation of Solar Energy Standards Pursuant to 2013 Amendments to Minnesota Statutes, 
Section 216B.1691.  

1. Any solar renewable energy credit associated with a solar photovoltaic device installed and generating 
electricity in Minnesota after August 1, 2013, but before 2020 shall have a four-year shelf life commencing 
January 2020. 

2. All solar renewable energy credits created after January 2020 shall have a shelf life of four years. 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/216b.1691#stat.216B.1691.3
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b6B777982-DAEA-42F7-BD9A-D5DFE3CEC189%7d&documentTitle=20135-87456-03
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b6B777982-DAEA-42F7-BD9A-D5DFE3CEC189%7d&documentTitle=20135-87456-03
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7bC0C04E77-0000-C63E-9C7E-A190FC9C73C2%7d&documentTitle=20211-170414-02
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=showPoup&documentId=%7b62D03883-7065-4180-80EE-5150C330AC33%7d&documentTitle=20144-98715-01
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M-RETS REC retirement platform: Utilities should have been invited to the Minnesota RPS 2021 
Compliance program and, for certain public utilities, the Minnesota Small Solar program via M-
RETS account holders.  
 
Questions regarding the online retirement process or the generation of M-RETS reports may be 
directed to: Mark Teklinski, System Support Analyst at (651) 900-7891 
or systemadmin@mrets.org.  
 
Filing requirements:  Utilities, telecommunications carriers, official parties, and state agencies are 
required to file documents using the Commission’s electronic filing system (eFiling).  All parties, 
participants and interested persons are encouraged to use eFiling:  mn.gov/puc, select eFiling, and 
follow the prompts. 
 
Subscribe to receive email notification when new documents are filed in this docket at 
mn.gov/puc, select Subscribe, or click HERE and follow the prompts. 
 
Questions about this docket?  Contact Commission staff: Michelle Rosier, at 
michelle.rosier@state.mn.us or (651) 201-2212 or Trey Harsch, at trey.harsch@state.mn.us or 
(651) 201-2232. 
 
Questions about the Green Pricing section of the reporting form may be directed to Lise 
Trudeau, Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources staff, at 
Clean.Energy @ state.mn.us or (651) 539- 1861. 
 
To request this document in another format such as large print or audio, call (651) 296-0406 
(voice). Persons with a hearing or speech impairment may call using their preferred 
Telecommunications Relay Service or email consumer.puc @ state.mn.us for assistance.  

mailto:systemadmin@mrets.org
http://mn.gov/puc/
http://mn.gov/puc/
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/subscription/createSubscription.do?method=subscribeNew&userType=public
mailto:trey.harsch@state.mn.us
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I, Chrishna Beard, hereby certify that I have this day, served a true and correct copy of the 
following document to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached 
list by electronic filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
NOTICE OF RENEWABLE ENERGY CERTIFICATE (REC) RETIREMENT FOR RENEWABLE 
ENERGY STANDARDS AND GREEN PRICING PROGRAMS 
 
Docket Number E-999/22-12, E-999/M-22-85, E-999/PR-02-1240 
Dated this 22nd day of March, 2022 
 
 
 
/s/ Chrishna Beard 
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Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

John McWilliams John.McWilliams@Dairylan
dPower.com

Dairyland Power
Cooperative

3200 East Ave SPO Box
817
										
										La Crosse,
										WI
										54601-7227

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

David Niles david.niles@avantenergy.c
om

Minnesota Municipal Power
Agency

220 South Sixth Street
										Suite 1300
										Minneapolis,
										Minnesota
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

David Raatz draatz@bepc.com Basin Electric Power
Cooperative

1717 East Interstate
Avenue
										
										Bismarck,
										ND
										58501

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Mark Rathbun mrathbun@grenergy.com Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek Blvd
										
										Maple Grove,
										MN
										55369

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Michael Reinertson michael.reinertson@avante
nergy.com

Avant Energy 220 S. Sixth St. Ste 1300
										
										Minneapolis,
										Minnesota
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Generic Notice Residential Utilities Division residential.utilities@ag.stat
e.mn.us

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
										445 Minnesota St
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012131

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Laura Sandwick lm.sandwick@smmpa.org Southern MN Municipal
Power Agency

500 1st Ave SW
										
										Rochester,
										MN
										55902-3303

Paper Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official
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Christopher Schoenherr cp.schoenherr@smmpa.or
g

SMMPA 500 First Ave SW
										
										Rochester,
										MN
										55902-3303

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Kay Schraeder kschraeder@minnkota.com Minnkota Power 5301 32nd Ave S
										
										Grand Forks,
										ND
										58201

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

J.P. Schumacher jps@mrenergy.com Missouri River Energy
Services

N/A Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Will Seuffert Will.Seuffert@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission 121 7th Pl E Ste 350
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Trevor Smith trevor.smith@avantenergy.
com

Avant Energy, Inc. 220 South Sixth Street
										Suite 1300
										Minneapolis,
										Minnesota
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Lynnette Sweet Regulatory.records@xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554011993

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official

Michael Volker mvolker@eastriver.coop East River Electric Power
Coop

211 S. Harth Ave
										
										Madison,
										SD
										57042

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_2-1240_Official
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