m COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT
June 15, 2023

Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

RE: Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources
Docket No. E002/M-21-222 and E002/M-19-33

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

On May 18, 2023, after a thorough and complete review of the record, the Commission issued an Order in
Docket No. E002/M-21-222 and E002/M-19-33 approving Xcel’s updated Renewable Connect (R*C) compliance
items and corresponding tariff modifications and made requirements for Xcel to address in its 2023 R*C annual
report to be filed on or before April 1, 2024. On June 6, 2023, Aaron Hanson filed a Petition for Reconsideration
of the Commission’s Order “due to the harm caused by the merger of Windsource into Renewable Connect
MTM and the coming increases in cost to participate.”

Mr. Hanson's Petition for reconsideration offers no new arguments, information, or facts that the Commission
did not already consider in its approval of the R*C program in Docket No. E002/M-19-33 or that Mr. Hanson had
not already brought forth in his Joint Comments with Mr. Andrew Butts in response to Xcel’s request for Tariff
Modifications in Docket No. E002/M-21-222. Regarding Mr. Hanson’s complaint that he was not given an
opportunity to speak at the Commission’s May 11, 2023 agenda hearing, the Department notes it is not
uncommon for there to be no oral arguments and little or no questions from Commissioners on items during an
agenda hearing. This is due to the fact that Commission decisions are primarily based upon the building of a
written record, which Mr. Hanson had participated in and which the Commission fully considered when it made
its decision.

It is the Department’s opinion that the Commission’s decision in its May 18, 2023 Order was based on sound
rate-making principles and that it is consistent with prior Commission Orders in Docket E002/M-19-33. Given
there is no new information to justify reconsideration, the Department does not recommend reconsideration of
the Commission’s May 18, 2023 Order.

Sincerely,

/s/ Andrew Bahn
Rates Analyst Coordinator

AB/ar

85 7th Place East - Suite 280 - Saint Paul, MN 55101 | P: 651-539-1500 | F: 651-539-1547
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