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March 18, 2024

VIA E-FILING

Will Seuffert

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: LETTER IN RESPONSE TO STAFF BRIEFING PAPERS
IN THE MATTER OF XCEL ENERGY’S COMPETITIVE RESOURCE
ACQUISITION PROCESS FOR UP TO 800 MEGAWATTS OF FIRM
DISPATCHABLE GENERATION
DOCKET NO. E002/CN-23-212

Dear Mr. Seuffert:

Onward Energy Holdings, LLC (“Onward Energy”) respectfully submits this letter in response to
the Public Utilities Commission Staff Briefing Papers in advance of the March 21, 2024 meeting.
This letter is intended to clarify information presented in the Briefing Papers and provide Onward
Energy’s positions on Staff’s decision options presented in the Briefing Papers.

A. Clarification of Table 1 Summary of Bids

Onward Energy offers several clarifications regarding information presented in the Summary of
Bids, Table 1 of Staff’s briefing papers:.

e First, Onward Energy clarifies that Mankato Energy Center is the facility to be included in
the “Bid” column. Onward Energy further clarifies that the size of the facility is 375 MW
to be included in the “Size” column. Onward Energy inadvertently designated the name
and size of the facility as Trade Secret.

e Second, Onward Energy notes that its Mankato Energy Center facility is a “Natural Gas
CC,” not a “Natural Gas CT as represented in the “Project Type” column. Onward Energy
further clarifies that its bid can be reflected more precisely in the “Project Type™ column
as the following three distinct alternatives: (i) “Natural Gas CC;” (ii) “Natural Gas CC
with Diesel Black Start;” and (iii) “Natural Gas CC with BESS Black Start.”

B. Comments on Decision Options



e Issue #1: Completeness — Onward Energy supports decision option 1.e., finding Onward
Energy’s bid complete based on the initial filing and the additional information submitted
in response to the Department’s initial evaluation. Onward Energy does not take a position
on the completeness of any of the other bids.

e [ssue #2: Referral to OAH — Onward Energy supports decision option 3 to refer the matter

to OAH for a contested case proceeding. However, Onward Energy is open to another
procedural approach the Commission considers more appropriate under the circumstances.

e Other Issues: Clean Grid Alliance Recommendations — Onward Energy does not take a
position on decision options 5, 6 and 7.
By copy of this letter, all parties have been served. A Certificate of Service is also attached.
Sincerely,

Onward Energy

Attachments

cc: Service List
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Nicholas Lange, hereby certify that I have this day served a true and correct copy of the following
document(s) to all persons at the addresses indicated below or on the attached list by electronic
filing, electronic mail, courier, interoffice mail or by depositing the same enveloped with postage
paid in the United States Mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota.

REPLY COMMENTS
ON BEHALF OF ONWARD ENERGY HOLDINGS, LLC

In the Matter of Xcel Energy’s Competitive
Resource Acquisition Process for up to 800
Megawatts of Firm Dispatchable Generation
PUC Docket No. E-002/CN/23-212

Dated this 18th day of March, 2024

[/s/ Nicholas Lange]
[Nicholas Lange]
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