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oo often catchPhrases
dominate politics and
discussion on'ProPosed

.A legislation concerning t

newable energy' sPecificallY sola

v l l  l  gvvuvvr :

facebo okcom/RRVCPA and

Words like "sustainable" are
thrown aroundbY those advoca
ing for a solar mandate. tf a TV
reporter says wind is free or tha
the sun is free, then there must
be no downside, right? What ge
lost when we use catchY Phrases
is meaningful discussion on the
merits of whether solar energY i
a reliable Producer ofenergY an
whether you can afford it.

In my oPinion, solar energY
is not yet reliable enough and st
way too costlY for state legisla-
tors to imPose a heavY-handed
mandate. SimPlY stated, ProPos(
solar legielation (HF 956' SF 901
at the state CaPitol would cost
Minnesotans hundreds of millic
ofdollars for an energY source
that onlyworks when the sun
is shining. Large-scale batteries
are still prohibitively expensive.
just as troubling, this legislation
adds another tax burden onto Y
that most likelY will be used to
fund solar installations for uPPe
income earners who can alreadl

,,," afford to install solar Panels.
{ I don't want to speak for out

elected legislators, but Sen. Kent
Eken, ReP' Paul Marquart and
Rep. Deb Kiel have indicated th'
are very regePtive to our messae
voicing serious concerns about
rnaking our mernbers PaY for th
r t  r ! '  466 f f6 i - ,o  oa l te  . tanr {aaa

ffij;$'i,:ffiim
ure want you to like us. WhY? So
you ll view our Posts on outages'
Co-op Connections deals, en-
ergy and communitY haPPenings
and much rnore. You can also

Red River ValleY
Co-op Power is


