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oo often catchphrases
dominate politics and
discussion on.proposed

I legislatlon concerningre-
newable enersy, sDecifi cally solar,energy, specifi cally solar,

Words like'sustainable" arc
thrown aroundby those advocat-
lng for a solar mandalc If a TV
r€porter says wind is ftee or that
the sun is free, then there must
be no downsi&, right? What gets
lost whcn we use catdry phrases
is meaningfrrl discussion on the
merits ofwhether solar energy is
a reliable producer ofenergy and
whether you can aford it.

In my opinlon, solar energy
b notyet reliable enough and still
way too costly for state legi.sla-
tors to impos a heavy-handed
mandate. Slmply stated, propoeed
solar legislation (Hl 956, SF 901)
at the state Capitol would cost
Minnesotms hundreds of mlllions
ofdollars for aa energy souce
that onlyworls when the sun
ls shining. Large-scale batteries
ffi stilt prohibitively expensive.
]uct as troubltng, this legislation
adds another tuburden onto you
that most likely will be wed to
fund solar lnstallations for upper-
income earnm who ca alsdy

/ aford to install solat pmels
r I dont wmt to speak for our

elected legislators, but Sm. IGnt
Bken, Rep. Paul Marquart and
Rep. Deb Kiel hm indicated they
arc rer)t recePtive to ouf bessage
raoiclng serious concerns about
mlCng our members pay for this
very orpensive solar nandate.
Voting on all solar lqlslatlon will
mostlikelyhappen ln late April
or early May so make your voi.ce

heard. And remember, the energy
you receive from Red River Valley
Co-op Power ls alrody 42percent
renewable!

Below are excerpts from just
a few of the comrnunicatiom we
have sent our €lected ofrcials.

+ "At last w€elCs annual meeting,
we discussed HF 955 along with
all the other solar legislatlon that
has been introdued this year. , , ,

another tax burden

cost thls state ln o(cess of$70-
mutlon tor wnd enetqy w dolft
neeo, cant tse ano mllllt seu ulto- me marl(et-plac€ tor a loss. tior
our power supplier, Minnkota
Power Cooperative, we are losing
in exess of $25 million every yer,

"The proposed solar mmdate
muld add billions of dollars to the
cost ofelrctricity across the state
ofMlnnesota and hundredc of
millions of dollars to the Minnko-
ta system elone. We are already
paying more because ofthe wind
mandate We, elongwlth our
membenhlp, are steadfasdy op-
posed to HF 956 extractng even
more money to support the solar
industry. Furthermore, we, along
witl our membership, are out-
raged at the prospect ofhavlng to
pay an additional 1.33 percent tax
on our energybills to fudher sup-
port solan This policy is entirely
regrcssive in nature, and impacts
low-income earners ln a disprc-
portionate wsy while subsidizing
those ofmesns.

'We stiongly urge you to
oppose the mmdates and taxes
included ln HF 956,'

Solat energy too costly,

RedRiva Valley
7 Co-opPow€rts
on Facebmkatwww.

fsc€bookom/RRVCPA and
we want you to like us. Why? So
you ll view our posts on outages,
Cmp Coruections &als, en-
ergy ud ommunity happenings
and mudr more. You can also
fnds us on Facebookby golng to
wwwJrvcoolr.m md dicldng
on the Facebook link at the top
of the srem,


