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May 31, 2013

Dr. Burl Haar

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 East Seventh Place, Suite 350

St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: Reply Comments of Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC

In the Matter of the Application for a Large Wind Energy Conversion System
(LWECS) Site Permit for the Flat Hill Windpark I Project in Clay County, Docket
No. IP-6687/WS-08-1134; and In the Matter of the Application for a Route Permit
for the Flat Hill Windpark 1 230 kV Transmission Line, Docket No. IP-6687/TL-08-
988

Dear Dr. Haar:

Pursuant to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s (“Commission”) April 26, 2013
Notice of Extended Comment Period, Flat Hill Windpark I, LLC (“Flat Hill”) respectfully files
brief Reply Comments in response to the Comments submitted by the Minnesota Department of
Commerce Energy Facility Permitting Staff (“Department”) and the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (“DNR”) in these proceedings. As discussed below, Flat Hill agrees with the
Department and DNR’s recommendations and looks forward to working with the agencies as the
Project moves forward towards commercial operation.

Response to Department’s Comments

In its May 24, 2013 Comments, the Department recommends that the Commission issue
an amended permit to Flat Hill (1) for a 201 MW LWECS Site Permit in Clay County,
incorporating the changes set forth in a proposed Amended Site Permit; and (2) for a 230 kV
HVTL Route Permit in Clay County, incorporating the changes set forth in a proposed Amended
Route Permit. According to the Department, the amended Permits have been updated to reflect
current permit requirements. Flat Hill agrees with the Department’s recommendations and
appreciates the need for the permits to reflect updated permit requirements. Of note, on May 21,
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2013, Clay County, Minnesota issued extensions of Flat Hill’s Conditional Use Permits for
project meteorological towers.

Response to DNR Comments

In its April 26, 2013 Comments, the DNR recommends that Flat Hill undertake a new
Natural Heritage Information System (NHIS) review, which could inform the Avian and Bat
Protection Plan (ABPP) and other inventories required by the Amended Site Permit. Flat Hill
agrees with this recommendation and notes that Section 6.1 of proposed Amended Site Permit
requires that Flat Hill complete updated Biological and Natural Resources Inventories prior to
the pre-construction meeting. Such inventories will be conducted in consultation with the
Department and DNR.

Flat Hill appreciates the Commission’s consideration of its Petitions and, consistent with
the Department’s recommendations, respectfully requests that the Commission issue Amended
Site and Route Permits.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Brian M. Meloy

Brian M. Meloy

Matt Seltzer

Leonard Street and Deinard

150 South Fifth Street, Suite 2300
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
Telephone: (612) 335-1500
Facsimile: (612) 335-1657

BMM/cmw
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Catherine M. Wood, certifies that on May 31, 2013, she served true and correct copies of

the REPLY COMMENTS OF FLAT HILL WINDPARK I, LLC upon the following parties via e-filing
and/or U.S. Mail:

ELECTRONIC SERVICE

Person

E-mail Address

Company

Address

Julia Anderson

Julia.Anderson@ag.state.mn.us

Office of the Attorney General
-DOC

1800 BRM Tower
445 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, MN 55101-2134

Volha Andreyeva

volha.andreyeva@leonard.com

Leonard, Street and Deinard

Suite 2300
150 South Fifth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

David Birkholz

david.birkholz@state.mn.us

MN Department of Commerce

Suite 500
85 — 7" Place East
St. Paul, MN 55101-2198

B. Andrew Brown

brown.andrew@dorsey.com

Dorsey & Whitney LLP

Suite 1500
50 South Sixth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1498

Patricia
DeBleeckere

tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us

Public Utilities Commission

Suite 350
121 Seventh Place East
St. Paul, MN 55101

Marybeth
Gossman

marybeth.gossman@state.mn.us

Office of Administrative
Hearings

P.O. Box 64620
St. Paul, MN 55164

Todd J. Guerrero

tguerrero@fredlaw.com

Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

Suite 4000
200 South Sixth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425

Burl W. Haar

burl.haar@state.mn.us

Public Utilities Commission

Suite 350
121 — 7" Place East
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147
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Person E-mail Address Company Address
Ray Kirsch Raymond.Kirsch@state.mn.us Department of Commerce 85 — 7" Place East
Suite 500
St. Paul, MN 55101
John Lindell agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn.us Office of the Attorney General 1400 BRM Tower

-RUD

445 Minnesota Street
St. Paul, MN 55101-2130

Jamie Schrenzel Jamie.schrenzel@state.mn.us

Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources

500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55117

Janet Shaddix
Elling

jshaddix@janetshaddix.com

Shaddix and Associates

Suite 122
9100 West Bloomington Freeway
Bloomington, MN 55431

PAPER SERVICE

Person E-mail Address

Company

Address

Mike Beckner becknerm@noblepower.com

Noble Flat Hill Windpark I,
LLC

8 Railroad Avenue
Essex, CT 06426

Sean Flannery sean.flannery@ttemi.com

Tetra Tech

2001 Killebrew Drive
Suite 141
Bloomington, MN 55425

Matthew B. Matthew.Seltzer@leonard.com

Seltzer

Leonard, Street and Deinard

Suite 2300
150 South Fifth Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

/s/ Catherine M. Wood

Catherine M. Wood
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