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Burl W. Haar               ⎯VIA ELECTRONIC FILING⎯ 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
 
RE: COMMENTS  

SOLAR ENERGY STANDARD 
 DOCKET NO. E-999/CI-13-542 
  
Dear Dr. Haar: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the 
enclosed Comments in response to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission's 
request for information issued in its July 25, 2013 Notice regarding implementation 
of the Solar Energy Standard.   
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Commission, which also 
constitutes service on the Department of Commerce and the Office of the 
Attorney General.  A copy of this filing has been served on all parties on the 
official service list in this docket. 
 
In this filing we have treated the specific customer information as Trade Secret 
pursuant to Minnesota Statute § 13.37, subd. 1(b)., as the specific customer 
information derives independent economic value, actual or potential, to Xcel 
Energy, its customers, suppliers, and competitors, from not being generally known 
to, and not being readily ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can 
obtain economic value from its disclosure or use.  Disclosure of the trade secret 
provisions would have a detrimental effect by providing valuable information not 
otherwise readily ascertainable and from which could be obtained economic value. 
To protect specific customer data contained within aggregated data, we have 
applied the 15/15 Standard which the Company discussed at length in Docket No. 
E,G002/M-12-188.  The 15/15 Standard imposes two restrictions to protect 
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customers’ privacy: (1) An aggregation must contain at least 15 customers or 
premises per customer class; and (2) A single customer or premise cannot account 
for 15 percent or more of data of the aggregated group. 
 
Please contact Amy Liberkowski at (612) 330-6613 or 
amy.a.liberkowski@xcelenergy.com if you have any questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
CHRISTOPHER B. CLARK 
VICE PRESIDENT 
RATES AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
 
Enclosures 
 
c: Service List 

mailto:amy.a.liberkowski@xcelenergy.com
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BEFORE THE 
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Beverly Jones Heydinger 
David Boyd 
Nancy Lange 
J. Dennis O’Brien 
Betsy Wergin 

Chair 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

 
IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST FOR 
FILINGS FROM ELECTRIC UTILITIES ON 
CUSTOMERS EXCLUDED FROM THE 
SOLAR ENERGY STANDARD 

DOCKET NO. E-999/CI-13-542

COMMENTS

 
OVERVIEW 

 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits to the 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission the information requested in its July 25, 
2013 Notice in the above-referenced docket.  For purposes of this request, we 
included all customer accounts that we believe could potentially align with the 
business classifications identified for exclusion from the Solar Energy Standard.  
We look forward to working with parties to clarify the criteria for determining 
customer exclusions.   
 

COMMENTS 
 
Below we provide the Company’s response to the information requested in the 
Notice.  
 
1) Minnesota retail electric sales in kWh by major customer classes and in 

total for 2012 
 
Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691 defines “total retail electric sales” for purposes of 
complying with the Renewable Energy Standard and Solar Energy Standard.  For 
the Company, total retail electric sales include wholesale sales to distribution 
utilities that are not subject to the standards.  Table 1 provides actual 2012 retail 
electric sales by customer class.  This data matches the 2012 sales reported in our 
Compliance Filing submitted May 24, 2013 in Docket No. E-999/PR-13-186. 
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Table 1: Actual 2012 Retail Electric Sales by Customer Class 

Residential 8,906,808
Small C&I 13,439,448
Large C&I 8,614,827
Public Street & Highway 
Lighting 145,337
Other Public Authority 70,120
Sales for Resale 142,658
Total 31,319,198

 
2) Calculation of 1.5% of retail electric sales, and 10% of the 1.5% goal, based 

on 2012 sales 
 
Table 2 shows the 1.5% goal and 10% of the 1.5% goal based on 2012 sales.  
 

Table 2: Estimate of the Solar Energy Standard Requirement (Without Exclusions) 

Total 2012 Retail 
Electric Sales 

(MWh) 

1.5% Standard 
(MWh) 

10% Small Solar 
Requirement 

(MWh) 

31,319,198 469,788 46,979 
 
3) A list of current customers the utility believes will be excluded from their 

Solar Energy Standard (SES) obligations under 216B.1691, subd. 2f (d) (1) 
and (2) 

We provide in Attachment A a preliminary list of the “excluded” current 
customers, subject to the limitations described in section 4 below. Attachment A 
provides each customer by statutory category, customer class, total kWh consumed 
in 2012, and maximum kW demand, as well as total customer and kWh numbers by 
class and overall for the identified customers.  We provide the aggregated data as 
public but treat the specific customer information as Trade Secret pursuant to 
Minnesota Statute § 13.37, subd. 1(b)., as the specific customer information derives 
independent economic value, actual or potential, to Xcel Energy, its customers, 
suppliers, and competitors, from not being generally known to, and not being 
readily ascertainable by proper means by, other persons who can obtain economic 
value from its disclosure or use. Disclosure of the trade secret provisions would 
have a detrimental effect by providing valuable information not otherwise readily 
ascertainable and from which could be obtained economic value.  To protect 
specific customer data contained within aggregated data, we have applied the 15/15 
Standard which the Company discussed at length in Docket No. E,G-999/M-12-

2 
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188. The 15/15 Standard imposes two restrictions to protect customers’ privacy: (1) 
An aggregation must contain at least 15 customers or premises per customer class; 
and (2) A single customer or premise cannot account for 15 percent or more of 
data of the aggregated group. 
 
4) Description of how the customers to be excluded were identified 
 
Prior to the enactment of the new law, the Company had no business reason to 
track whether a particular customer fell within one of the classifications included in 
Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, subd. 2f (d) (1) and (2). As a way of providing a 
productive response to the Commission inquiry, the Company queried its billing 
system for the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes that potentially 
correspond to the business classifications included in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, 
subd. 2f (d) (1) and (2).  The Company has identified 29 SIC codes that relate to 1) 
an iron mining extraction and processing facility, or 2) a paper mill, wood products 
manufacturer, sawmill, or oriented strand board manufacturer.  We believe that the 
customer list provided in Attachment A represents the largest population of current 
customers that are potentially eligible for the exclusion.   We look forward to 
working with parties to clarify the appropriate SIC codes or other criteria to define 
customer exclusions from the SES.   
 
5) Calculation of 1.5% of retail electric sales, and 10% of the 1.5% goal, based 

on 2012 sales after customer exclusions 
 
Table 3 shows the 1.5% goal and 10% of the 1.5% goal based on 2012 sales after 
customer exclusions of approximately 653 GWh. 
 

Table 3: Estimate of the Solar Energy Standard Requirement (With Exclusions) 

2012 Net Retail 
Electric Sales 

(MWh) 

1.5% Standard 
(MWh) 

10% Small Solar 
Requirement 

(MWh) 

30,665,692 459,985 45,999 
 
 

6) An estimate of 1.5% retail sales, and 10% of the 1.5% goal, for 2020, 
without and with customer exclusions 

 
Table 4 presents an estimate of the 1.5% and 10% goals based on forecasted 2020 
sales without and with forecasted sales from customer exclusions.  The forecasted 
sales to excluded customers are based on a simple average of 2009-2012 sales.  

3 
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Sales associated with Verso Paper’s Sartell mill have been removed due to the 
facility’s closure in 2012.  
 

Table 4: Estimate of the Solar Energy Standard Requirement (2020 Sales Forecast) 

Total 
Forecasted 2020 

Retail Sales 
(MWh) 

1.5% Standard 
(MWh) 

10% Small Solar 
Requirement 

(MWh) 

30,872,518 463,088 46,309 
2020 Net Retail 

Sales (MWh) 
1.5% Standard 

(MWh) 
10% Small Solar 

Requirement 
(MWh) 

30,394,575 455,919 45,592 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
The Company has provided the information requested by the Commission’s July 
25, 2013 Notice to the extent we reasonably can at this point.  The customer 
exclusion information is based on the SIC codes associated with our commercial 
and industrial customer accounts in our billing system.  We have included all SIC 
codes that potentially meet the business categories included Minn. Stat. § 
216B.1691, subd. 2f (d) (1) and (2).  We look forward to working with parties to 
clarify the appropriate SIC codes or other criteria to define customer exclusions 
from the SES.  
 
Dated: August 15, 2013 
 
Northern States Power Company  
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
/s/ 
  
AMY LIBERKOWSKI 
MANAGER 
REGULATORY ANALYSIS 
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Docket No. E999/CI-13-542
Attachment A - Page 1 of 73

Totals for 2012 by Customer Class
Customer Class Max kW Billed kWh Premises Cust Names
Small C&I 85,755 227,567,454 946 1,013
Large C&I 123,106 425,939,016 18 18

Total 208,861      653,506,470      964          1,031           
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Docket No. E999/CI-13-542
Attachment A - Page 2 of 73

Summarized Totals for 2012 by Selected SIC
SICs Classification Description Max kW Billed kWh Premises Cust Names
1011 Iron Ores
2421 Sawmills and Planing Mills, General
2426 Hardwood Dimension and Flooring Mills
2429 Special Product Sawmills, Not Elsewhere Classified
2431 Millwork 20,916 84,510,867        77                80                  
2434 Wood Kitchen Cabinets 12,922 29,354,737        81                89                  
2435 Hardwood Veneer and Plywood
2436 Softwood Veneer and Plywood
2439 Structural Wood Members, Not Elsewhere Classified 1,285 3,172,928          21                23                  
2441 Nailed and Lock Corner Wood Boxes and Shook
2448 Wood Pallets and Skids 1,245 2,035,606          16                17                  
2449 Wood Containers, Not Elsewhere Classified
2452 Prefabricated Wood Buildings and Components
2491 Wood Preserving
2493 Reconstituted Wood Products
2499 Wood Products, Not Elsewhere Classified 2,919 6,528,621          47                48                  
2511 Wood Household Furniture, Except Upholstered
2512 Wood Household Furniture, Upholstered
2521 Wood Office Furniture
2541 Wood Office & Store Fixtures, Partitions, Shelving & Lockers 3,973 8,188,643          43                43                  
2611 Pulp Mines
2621 Paper Mills 34,869 121,306,121      20                20                  
2631 Paperboard Mills
2652 Setup Paperboard Boxes
2653 Corrugated and Solid Fiber Boxes 14,156 57,817,263        25                25                  
2657 Folding Papergoard Boxes, Including Sanitary
2671 Packaging Paper and Plastic Film, Coated and Laminated
5031 Lumber, Plywood, Millwork and Wood Panels 5,349 13,351,536        135              151                
5211 Lumber and Other Building Materials Dealers 40,584 113,831,289      404              436                

Total 208,861 653,506,470      964              1,031             

SHADED AREA BELOW DENOTES NON-PUBLIC INFORMATION EXCISED
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Docket No. E999/CI-13-542
Attachment A - Page 3 of 73

Excluded 2012 MN Customers by Rate Code
Rate Description Demand-Billed Max kW Billed kWh Premises

Blank Blank N/A

A06 Limited Off-Peak Service N

A10 Small General Service * N 36 5,834,076 517              

A11 Small General Service, Water Htg * N

A12 Small General Svc, Time-of-Day N 0 424,969 11                

A13 Small General Svc, Direct Current Y

A14 General Service Y 71,285 183,534,480 441              

A14,A10 General Service & Small General Y & N

A15 General Service, Time-of-Day Y 40,621 162,429,455 31                

A15,A10 Gen Svc, TOD & Small General Y & N

A23 Tiered Interruptible Y

A24 Tiered Interruptible, Time-of-Day Y

A63 Real-Time Pricing Y

Total 208,861 653,506,470      1,031           

* Xcel Energy's billing system records the peak demand of customers who are close to the utility's 25 kW
demand-billed threshold, even if such demands are not applied to the customers' bills.

SHADED AREA BELOW DENOTES NON-PUBLIC INFORMATION EXCISED
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Large/Small C&I SIC-4 Premise # Current Full Name Rate Max kW 2012 kWh
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Large/Small C&I SIC-4 Premise # Current Full Name Rate Max kW 2012 kWh
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Large/Small C&I SIC-4 Premise # Current Full Name Rate Max kW 2012 kWh
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Large/Small C&I SIC-4 Premise # Current Full Name Rate Max kW 2012 kWh
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Large/Small C&I SIC-4 Premise # Current Full Name Rate Max kW 2012 kWh
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										Cedar Rapids,
										IA
										524060351

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Enio Ricci ericci@invenergyllc.com Invenergy LLC 17830 New Hampshire Ave
Ste 300
										
										Ashton,
										MD
										20861

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Michelle Rosier michelle.rosier@sierraclub.
org

Sierra Club 2327 E. Franklin Avenue
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554061024

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Richard Savelkoul rsavelkoul@martinsquires.c
om

Martin & Squires, P.A. 332 Minnesota Street Ste
W2750
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Larry L. Schedin Larry@LLSResources.com LLS Resources, LLC 12 S 6th St Ste 1137
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Matthew J. Schuerger P.E. mjspub@earthlink.net Energy Systems Consulting
Services, LLC

P.O. Box 16129
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55116

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Kevin Schwain Kevin.D.Schwain@xcelene
rgy.com

Xcel Energy 404 Nicollet Mall
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Janet Shaddix Elling jshaddix@janetshaddix.co
m

Shaddix And Associates Ste 122
										9100 W Bloomington Frwy
										Bloomington,
										MN
										55431

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Gary Shaver N/A Silicon Energy 3506 124th St NE
										
										Marysville,
										WA
										98271

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Erin Shea eshea@silicon-energy.com Silicon Energy 11168 Sumter Circle
										
										Bloomington,
										MN
										55438

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties
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Doug Shoemaker dougs@mnRenewables.or
g

MRES 2928 5th Avenue South
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55408

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Chanti Sourignavong chantipal.sourignavong@h
oneywell.com

Honeywell 1985 Douglas Drive North
										MN10-111A
										Golden Valley,
										MN
										55422-3992

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Erin Stojan Ruccolo Fresh Energy 408 Saint Peter St Ste 220
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55102-1125

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

James M. Strommen jstrommen@kennedy-
graven.com

Kennedy & Graven,
Chartered

470 U.S. Bank Plaza
										200 South Sixth Street
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Deb Sundin deb.sundin@xcelenergy.co
m

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

SaGonna Thompson Regulatory.Records@xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554011993

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Lise Trudeau lise.trudeau@state.mn.us Department of Commerce 85 7th Place East
										Suite 500
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Jason Willett N/A Metropolitan Council 390 Robert St N
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55101-1805

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Daniel Williams N/A Powerfully Green 11451 Oregon Avenue N
										
										Champlin,
										MN
										55316

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties

Steven Wishart Xcel Energy 7th Floor
										414 Nicollet Mall
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554011993

Paper Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties
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Robyn Woeste robynwoeste@alliantenerg
y.com

Interstate Power and Light
Company

200 First St SE
										
										Cedar Rapids,
										IA
										52401

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
542_Interested Parties
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