Fredrikson

& BYRON, P.A.

July 8, 2014

Honorable Steve M. Mihalchick
Administrative Law Judge

Office of Administrative Hearings
600 North Robert Street

St. Paul, MN 55164-0620

RE: In the Matter of the Odell Wind Farm, LLC’s Route Permit Application for the
Proposed 115 KV Transmission Line and Associated Facilities in Cottonwood,
Jackson and Martin Counties, Minnesota

Dear Judge Mihalchick:

Enclosed please find the Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister and the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission’s Preliminary Exhibit List as revised by Odell Wind Farm, LLC for a hearing to be held in
Windom, Minnesota at 1 p.m. on July 9, 2014 regarding the above referenced project. The Direct
Testimony and revised Preliminary Exhibit List were filed today in the above referenced docket.

Jordan Burmeister from Geronimo Wind Energy, LLC d/b/a Geronimo Energy will testify at the hearing
regarding the above referenced project. Odell Wind Farm, LLC reserves the right to call additional
witnesses to respond to issues raised at the hearing and to offer additional exhibits in connection with
cross-examination and redirect of other witnesses.

A copy of this filing is also being served via email or mail upon persons on the Official Service List.
Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

 f

pr
_~Jeremy P. Duehr
Attorney at Law

Direct Dial: 612.492.7413
Email: jduehr@frediaw.com

Doc. No. 50915475_1

Attorneys & Advisors Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
main 612.492.7000 200 South Sixth Street, Suite 4000
fax 612.492.7077 Minneapolis, Minnesota
www.fredlaw.com 55402-1425

MEMBER OF THE WORLD SERVICES GROUP OFFICES:
A Worldwide Network of Professional Service Providers Minneapolis / Bismarck / Des Moines / Fargo / Monterrey, Mexico / Shanghai



In the Matter of the Route Permit Application by
Odell Wind Farm, LLC for a 115 kV Transmission Line and
Associated Facilities in Cottonwood, Jackson, and Martin

Counties, Minnesota

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
PRELIMINARY EXHIBIT LIST
PUC Docket No. IP-6914/TL-13-591

OAH Docket No. 4-2500-31501

July 9, 2014
Item -
Author Date Description eDockets Number
Number
1 ODELL WIND 7/8/2013 INITIAL FILING--NOTICE OF ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION 20137-88942-01
FARM, LLC UNDER ALTERNATIVE REVIEW
2 ODELL WIND 12/12/2013 INITIAL FILING--COVER 201312-94551-01
FARM LLC INITIAL FILING--APPLICATION 201312-94551-02
INITIAL FILING--MAPS 201312-94551-03
INITIAL FILING--APPENDIX A 201312-94551-04
3 PUC 1/23/2014 NOTICE--OF PUBLIC INFORMATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL 20141-95727-01
ASSESSMENT SCOPING MEETING
4 ODELL WIND 1/23/2014 COMPLIANCE FILING 20141-95738-01
FARM, LLC
5 ODELL WIND 1/27/2014 COMPLIANCE FILING--SUPPLEMENT-NEWSPAPER NOTICE & 20141-95836-01
FARM, LLC TEAR SHEET & AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
6 PUC 2/4/2014 ORDER FINDING APPLICATION COMPLETE AND REFERRING 20142-96156-01
MATTER TO THE OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS 20142-96156-02
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AND SERVICE LIST
7 MN DNR 2/24/2014 COMMENTS 20142-96736-01




Preliminary Exhibit List

PUC Docket No. IP-6914/TL-13-591
OAH Docket No. 4-2500-31501

Item -
Author Date Description eDockets Number
Number
8 MN DOC-EERA 2/28/2014 PUBLIC COMMENTS--NOTES FROM ODELL WIND HVTL PUBLIC 20142-96887-01
INFORMATION AND EA SCOPING MEETING 2-10-14, WINDOM
COMMUNITY CENTER
9 DOC-EERA 4/17/2014 OTHER--ODELL WIND HVTL PROJECT - DOC ENVIRONMENTAL 20144-98456-01
ASSESSMENT SCOPING DECISION
10 ODELL WIND 6/6/2014 OTHER--ODELL CHANGE TO ROUTE IN ROUTE PERMIT 20146-100231-01
FARM, LLC APPLICATION
11 PUC 6/20/2014 NOTICE--OF PUBLIC HEARING 20146-100636-01
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AND SERVICE LIST 20146-100636-02
12 DOC EERA 7/1/2014 NOTICE--OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 20147-101131-01
13 DOC-EERA 7/1/2014 OTHER--ODELL WIND HVTL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 20146-101031-01
14 ODELL WIND 7/8/2014 DIRECT TESTIMONY AND SCHEDULES FOR JORDAN
FARM, LLC BURMEISTER
15 ODELL WIND [HOLD FOR COMPLIANCE WITH NOTICE REQUIREMENTS]
FARM, LLC

H:\13-591 Public Hearing Exhibit List 7-9-14
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ODELL WIND FARM, LLC’s EXHIBIT ___

OAH Docket No. 48-2500-31501, MPUC Dkt No. 1P6914/TL-13-591

STATE OF MINNESOTA
OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
FOR THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
IN THE MATTER OF THE ODELL WIND FARM, LLC’S ROUTE PERMIT APPLICATION FOR THE
PROPOSED 115 KV TRANSMISSION LINE AND ASSOCIATED FACILITIES IN COTTONWOOD,
JACKSON AND MARTIN COUNTIES, MINNESOTA
DIRECT TESTIMONY

OF

JORDAN BURMEISTER

GERONIMO WIND ENERGY, LLC b/B/A GERONIMO ENERGY
ON BEHALF OF
ODELL WIND FARM, LLC

JULY 8§, 2014



DIRECT TESTIMONY OF JORDAN BURMEISTER

TABLE OF CONTENTS
L. INTRODUCTION AND QUALIFICATIONS .....coooiiiiiiiiiiiiieiicieeeeeie e
IL. PROJECT MODIFICATIONS ... oottt
II1. COMMENTS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT.......cccccoiiiiiiniiiiiienne
IV. CONCLUSION ...ttt ettt et et e sane e
SCHEDULES

Schedule 1: Resume of Jordan Burmeister.
Schedule 2: Route Expansion Letter
Schedule 3: Topographic Map of Odell Transmission Route

Schedule 4: Aerial Photograph of Odell Transmission Route
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ODELL WIND FARM, LLC’s EXHIBIT ___

BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
DIRECT TESTIMONY OF JORDAN BURMEISTER

. INTRODUCTION AND QUALIFICATIONS
Q Please state your name and business address.

A: Jordan Burmeister, 7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725, Edina, MN 55435.

Q: By whom are you employed and what is your position?

A: Tam employed by Geronimo Wind Energy, LLC d/b/a Geronimo Energy (“Geronimo”), as a
Project Manager.

Q: Who is Geronimo Energy?

A: Geronimo Energy is a Minnesota limited liability company that develops and builds
renewable energy projects throughout the Midwest. Geronimo has fully developed three
Minnesota wind energy projects, including the 20 MW Odin Wind Farm near Odin, Minnesota,
the 18.9 MW Marshall Wind Farm near Marshall, Minnesota, and the 200 MW Prairie Rose
Wind Farm near Hardwick, Minnesota. These wind farms became commercially operational in
2007, 2009 and 2012, respectively.

Q: Please describe the Applicant.

A: The Applicant in this proceeding is Odell Wind Farm, LLC (“Odell”), a Minnesota
limited liability company. Geronimo formed Odell to own the proposed 115 kilovolt (“kV”)
Odell transmission line and associated Woad Hill Substation, as well as an up to 200 megawatt

(“MW?”) wind energy project (“Odell Wind Farm”) in Cottonwood, Jackson, Martin, and

Watonwan Counties.

2
Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
OAH No. 48-2500-31501, MPUC Dkt No. TL-13-591
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A:

ODELL WIND FARM, LLC’s EXHIBIT ___

Please summarize your educational background and professional experience.

I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administration from Augustana College,

Sioux Falls, SD in 2008. I have worked in the renewable energy industry for over 5 years. I am

currently a Project Manager for Geronimo Energy and have been with Geronimo since 2009.

Prior to joining Geronimo, I was a Land Acquisition Assistant for enXco, which is now EDF

Renewable Energy. My resume is attached as Schedule 1.

Q:

A
Q:
A

For whom are you testifying?
I am testifying on behalf of Odell, the applicant in this proceeding.
What Schedules are attached to your testimony?
Schedule 1: Resume of Jordan Burmeister.
Schedule 2: Route Expansion Letter
Schedule 3: Topographic Map of Odell Transmission Route
Schedule 4: Aerial Photograph of Odell Transmission Route
What is the purpose of your testimony today?

I am providing testimony regarding recent modifications of the proposed route and the

current designs under consideration for Odell’s Woad Hill Substation location. The information

I am referencing is primarily described in the Odell Wind High Voltage Transmission Line

Application for a Route Permit, dated December 2013 (the “Application”) and Odell’s Request

to Expand Route Width to Accommodate Potential Woad Hill Substation Designs, dated June 6,

2014 (“Route Expansion Letter”).

Q:

A.

What sections of the Application are you sponsoring today?

I am sponsoring the entire Application.

3
Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
OAH No. 48-2500-31501, MPUC Dkt No. TL-13-591
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ODELL WIND FARM, LLC’s EXHIBIT ___

1. PROJECT MODIFICATIONS

Q: Why has Odell proposed a modification to its route?

A: Odell had preliminarily designed two options for the Woad Hill Substation in accordance
with the National Electric Safety Code (NESC) as well as other standards publicly available (See
Figures 2 and 3 of the EA). As a result of subsequent detailed discussions with Northern States
Power d/b/a Xcel Energy (“Xcel Energy”) on the design of the Woad Hill Substation, it was
determined that the placement of the Woad Hill Substation in accordance with the first two
design options (Figures 2 and 3 of the EA) may not be practicable due to Xcel Energy’s internal
design spacing requirements for substations and switchyards. As a result, Odell and Xcel Energy
determined that additional area may be needed to accommodate Xcel Energy’s switchyard and
the Woad Hill Substation in accordance with Xcel Energy’s spacing requirements.

Q: Please describe the route modification.

A: As discussed in the Route Expansion Letter, Odell is requesting that the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission (the “Commission’) increase the width of the proposed route in the
northwest quadrant of the intersection of 230" Street and 30™ Avenue in Martin County in
response to new substation design information provided by Xcel Energy for the interconnection
of the Project (See Exhibit 4 of the Route Expansion Letter; See also Schedules 3 and 4).

Q: Please describe the physical infrastructure required for the interconnection of the
Project.

A: Xcel Energy owns and operates the existing Lakefield Junction-Wilmarth 345 kV
transmission line to which the Project will interconnect via a new switchyard that will be
constructed by Xcel Energy. Odell will construct the Woad Hill Substation, which will be the

terminus for the HVTL. The Woad Hill Substation will then be connected to Xcel Energy’s
4

Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
OAH No. 48-2500-31501, MPUC Dkt No. TL-13-591
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ODELL WIND FARM, LLC’s EXHIBIT ___

switchyard via a 345 kV electrical line. Xcel Energy’s switchyard will connect to the Lakefield
Junction-Wilmarth 345 kV transmission line. As shown on Figures 4.1 (a) and 4.1 (b) of Odell’s
Application, Odell plans to use single-pole steel structures with an average height of 65 to 70
feet. Some modifications of the pole structures may be necessary in and around the Woad Hill
Substation to accommodate the final design of the substation.

Q: Please describe the configuration of the Woad Hill Substation.

A: At this time, Odell believes the Woad Hill Substation will be similar to one of three
proposed design options (See Figures 2, 3 and 4 of the EA). Odell is continuing to coordinate
with Xcel Energy to determine the final configuration of the Woad Hill Substation and will file
the final location and design of the Woad Hill Substation as part of Odell’s pre-construction
plans and profile compliance filings.

Q: Please describe the projected environmental impacts for the multiple configurations
of the Woad Hill Substation.

A: All proposed configurations of the Woad Hill Substation would be sited entirely within
currently tilled cropland and would therefore be expected to have similar environmental impacts.

1.  COMMENTS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Q: Do you agree with the information contained in the Environmental Assessment?

A: Yes. We concur with the findings of the Environmental Assessment, Odell Wind High
Voltage Transmission Line, dated June 30, 2014 (“EA”) prepared by Minnesota Department of
Commerce, Energy Environmental Review and Analysis section.

Q: Does the Environmental Assessment address Odell’s proposed modification to the
route to accommodate the Woad Hill Substation?

A: Yes. The changes are discussed in Section 3.0 of the EA.
5

Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
OAH No. 48-2500-31501, MPUC Dkt No. TL-13-591
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CONCLUSION
Does this conclude your prefiled direct testimony?

Yes.

6
Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
OAH No. 48-2500-31501, MPUC Dkt No. TL-13-591



Odell Wind Farm, LLC’s Exhibit
Schedule 1 to Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister

JORDAN B. BURMEISTER

GERONIMO ENERGY
7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725, Edina, MN 55435
jordan@geronimoenergy.com
(952) 988-9000

SUMMARY
e Project Manager of renewable energy projects with strong management, leadership, analytical
and problem solving skills
e Experienced in the development, design and construction of renewable energy projects

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Geronimo Energy, LLC, Edina, MN 2009-Present
Geronimo Energy is a utility-scale wind and solar energy developer based in Edina, Minnesota. Geronimo
has developed approximately 1,000 megawatts of operating and contracted wind farms and solar projects
throughout the United States, and has a pipeline of projects that boast an aggregate nameplate capacity
exceeding 3,000 megawatts of clean energy

Project Manager July 2012-Present
e Manage each stage of development for a portfolio of wind and solar projects
e Build and maintain strong relationships with landowners and key stakeholders in each project
region
e Coordinate project design and permitting with landowners and local government agencies
e Manage local community engagement and marketing opportunities
e Negotiate leases, easements and other agreements needed to acquire sufficient development rights
e Assist in utility off-take and financial arrangement due diligence processes
o Seek out and evaluate new greenfield projects and acquisition opportunities

Development Associate April 2009-July 2012
o Served as the developer of a pipeline of wind projects, totaling over 750 MW
o  Built relationships with landowners and key community stakeholders in each project geography
o Successful development of the Prairie Rose Wind Farm (200 MW) and 29 mile 115 kV Prairie
Rose Transmission Line, constructed in 2012

enXco, now EDF Renewable Energy, Minneapolis, MN September 2008-April 2009

e Land Acquisition Assistant for various wind projects including the Nobles Wind Farm, Lakefield
Wind Farm, and Crane Creck Wind Farm

EDUCATION
Augustana College Sioux Falls, SD
Bachelor of Arts, Major: Business Administration; Minor: Accounting May, 2008

Doc. No. 50917104_1
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Cottonwood, Jackson, Martin,
& Watonwan Counties, MN

Schedulg 4

June 6, 2014

Dr. Burl Haar

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East

Suite 350

St. Paul MN 55101-2147

Re:  Request to Expand Route Width to Accommodate Potential Woad Hill Substation
Designs
In the Matter of the Route Permit Application for the Odell Wind Farm HVTL Project
in Cottonwood, Jackson, and Martin Counties
MPUC Docket No. 1P6914/TL -13-591

Dear Dr. Haar:

Odell Wind Farm, LLC (“Odell”) is providing suppieental information regarding
potential designs of the proposed Woad Hill Sulbmtadind requests a change to the route width
previously requested by Odell in its Route Pernpipkcation filed on December 12, 2013 in
the above-mentioned Docket. The change in routithws being requested to accommodate a
potential new substation configuration being coasd in response to new design information
provided to Odell by Xcel Energy.

Odell originally proposed to construct the prombs&oad Hill Substation directly
adjacent to Northern States Power Company’s d/lfel Xnergy (“Xcel Energy”) planned
switchyard in the southeast quarter of the int¢isemf County Road 150 (280Street) and
30" Avenue in Section 16, Township 104, Range 33, iMd&bunty, Minnesota (the “Original
Configuration”). A preliminary engineering desighthe Original Configuration is provided in
the attached Exhibit 1. In the Original Configimatthe Woad Hill Substation and Xcel Energy
switchyard would be located north of the existingeKEnergy 345 kilovolt (“kV”) electrical
transmission line to which the Odell electricalnsmission line would interconnect. A
variation on the Original Configuration would cazéde the Woad Hill Substation and the Xcel
Energy switchyard south of the existing Xcel EneBfb kV electrical transmission line to
which the Odell electrical transmission line wouderconnect (“Second Configuration”). A
preliminary engineering design of the Second Camégon is provided in the attached Exhibit
2. Odell designed the Original Configuration armt@d Configuration using National Electric
Safety Code (NESC) as well as other standards gulaivailable.

Odell Wind Farm, LLC | 7650 Edinborough Way, Ste 725, Edina, MN 55435| P 952.988.9000 | F 952.988.9001
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As a result of detailed discussions with Xcel Epyeon the design of Woad Hill
Substation, it was determined that the placemernh®fWoad Hill Substation in the Original
Configuration or the Second Configuration may nepbacticable due to Xcel Energy’s internal
design spacing requirements for substations anttlsyards. Ongoing discussions between
Odell and Xcel Energy have resulted in the needJdell to investigate the option of locating
the Woad Hill Substation in the northwest quartethe intersection of County Road 150 (#30
Street) and 30 Avenue in Section 16, Township 104, Range 33, M&bunty, Minnesota (the
“Third Configuration”). A preliminary engineeringedign of the Third Configuration is
provided in the attached Exhibit 3. In the Thirdnfiguration the Woad Hill Substation would
be located northwest of the intersection of CouRbad 150 and 3DAvenue and the Xcel
Energy switchyard would be located southeast of dhme intersection. The Woad Hill
Substation and the Xcel Energy switchyard wouldcbenected by a new 345 kV electrical
transmission line that would be less than 1,500 limey and would be permitted by Martin
County.

Odell continues to coordinate with Xcel Energy determine whether the Original
Configuration, Second Configuration, Third Configtion or some other combination thereof
will be the configuration that best suits the neefd¥cel Energy and the Odell transmission line
project. However, the timing of determining the tbesnfiguration is unknown at this time due
to Xcel Energy’s design schedule. In order to emshe impacts of the potential designs are
fully developed in the record, Odell is requestthgt route be widened to include sufficient
area to encompass the land that may be necessagctonmodate the Original, Second, or
Third Configurations (see attached Exhibit 4). c®irthe originally proposed route includes
enough room to accommodate the Original Configanatthe Second Configuration, and part
of the Third Configuration, Odell is requestingttti@e proposed route width be modified only
slightly to widen the area included in the northingasadrant of the intersection of County Road
150 (238" Street) and 30Avenue. The additional route area is approxiny80 feet wide by
950 feet long.

Similar to the route area for the Original Configiiwn and the Second Configuration, the new
route area for the Third Configuration is also gmieultural fields and

* is not expected to create any new wetland impacts;

* is not expected to impact native prairie;

* is not expected to impact Minnesota County BiolagiBurvey Sites; and
* is not expected to require additional tree clearing

Moreover, Odell has contacted a landowner located06 23 Street, Trimont, MN
56176, that lives directly adjacent to the areat tvauld be occupied by the Original
Configuration and the Third Configuration about theee configurations described in this letter
and has not received any negative comments or omceOdell has sufficient land rights to
accommodate any of the three configurations. titach, Martin County and Cedar Township
have also been contacted about the Third Configuraind, as of the date of this letter, neither
has expressed concern about any of the three coafigns.

Odell Wind Farm, LLC | 7650 Edinborough Way, Ste 725, Edina, MN 55435| P 952.988.9000 | F 952.988.9001



Thus, Odell respectfully requests the originalteowidth be widened for the Third
Configuration of the Woad Hill Substation as degicin Exhibit 4. To ensure full development
of the record, Odell requests that the Departmé@ammerce Energy Environmental Review
Analysis unit consider the additional area andtkinee configurations described in this letter in
its environmental assessment of the proposed route.

Please contact me with any questions about theopaapconfigurations or the additional route
area.

Sincerely,

W %MK

Patrick Smith

Dir. of Environmental Planning
952.988.9000
patrick@geronimowind.com

C: Ms. Deborah Pile
Mr. Richard Davis
Service List

Odell Wind Farm, LLC | 7650 Edinborough Way, Ste 725, Edina, MN 55435| P 952.988.9000 | F 952.988.9001
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Exhibit 4
Woad Hill Subsation Route Modification
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

In the Matter of Odell Wind Farm LLC’s Route
Permit Application for a 115 kV Transmission
Line and Associated Facilities in Cottonwood,
Jackson, and Martin Counties

MPUC Docket No. IP6914/TL-13-591

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

Karen F. Brewer, of Minneapolis, Hennepin County, in the State of Minnesota, being
duly sworn, says that on the 6™ day of June, 2014, she e-filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission the following:

1. Change to Previously-filed Route in Route Permit Application; and,
2. Affidavit of Service.
A copy has also been served in accordance with the attached service list of record.

KCZ %/f)amv

Karen F. Brewer

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6™ day of June, 2014.

(SEAL) Notary Public, Hennepin County, Minnesota
My Commission Expires \ lg { I (£

50712788_1.DOC

\ CHRISTINE A, MUNSON
g E NOTARY PUBLIC-MINNESOTA
\ , 4 My Commission Expires Jan. 31, 2015
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Julia Anderson Julia.Anderson@ag.state.m | Office of the Attorney 1800 BRM Tower Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL._13-591_Official
n.us General-DOC 445 Minnesota St CC Service List
St. Paul,
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551012134
Christina Brusven cbrusven@fredlaw.com Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. 200 S 6th St Ste 4000 Electronic Service No OFF_SL_13-591_Official
CC Service List
Minneapolis,
MN
554021425
Jeremy Duehr jduehr@fredlaw.com Fredrikson & Byron, P.A. | 200 South Sixth Street Electronic Service No OFF_SL_13-591_Official
Suite 4000 CC Service List
Minneapolis,
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55402-1125
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s 121 Seventh Place Egst CC Service List
St. Paul,
MN
55101
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55431
Patrick Smith patrick@geronimowind.co |Geronimo Wind Energy, 7650 Edinborough Way, Electronic Service No OFF_SL_13-591_Official
m LLC Ste 725 CC Service List
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

In the Matter of Odell Wind Farm LLC’s Route
Permit Application for a 115 KV Transmission
Line and Associated Facilities in Cottonwood,
Jackson, and Martin Counties

MPUC Docket No. IP6914/TL-13-591

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.
COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

Kristen A. Swenson, of Minneapolis, Hennepin County, in the State of Minnesota, being
duly sworn, says that on the 8" day of July, 2014, she e-filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities
Commission the following:

1. Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister;
2. Revised Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s Preliminary Exhibit List; and
3. Affidavit of Service.

A copy has also been served in accordance with the attached service list of record.

Huodon A Sunonoen

Kristen A. Swenson

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 8" day of July, 2014.

| 8

\ SHARI K. BUSTER
&, j NOTARY PUBLIC-MINNESOTA N

My Commissioh Expires Jan. 31, 2015
. Notary Public, Hennepin Cowtty, Minnesota
My Commission Expires
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	Direct Testimony of Jordan Burmeister.pdf
	Schedule 1: Resume of Jordan Burmeister.
	I. INTRODUCTION AND QUALIFICATIONS
	A: Jordan Burmeister, 7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725, Edina, MN 55435.
	A:  I am employed by Geronimo Wind Energy, LLC d/b/a Geronimo Energy (“Geronimo”), as a Project Manager.
	A: Geronimo Energy is a Minnesota limited liability company that develops and builds renewable energy projects throughout the Midwest.  Geronimo has fully developed three Minnesota wind energy projects, including the 20 MW Odin Wind Farm near Odin, Mi...
	A: The Applicant in this proceeding is Odell Wind Farm, LLC (“Odell”), a Minnesota limited liability company.  Geronimo formed Odell to own the proposed 115 kilovolt (“kV”) Odell transmission line and associated Woad Hill Substation, as well as an up ...
	A: I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administration from Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SD in 2008. I have worked in the renewable energy industry for over 5 years. I am currently a Project Manager for Geronimo Energy and have been with ...
	A:  I am testifying on behalf of Odell, the applicant in this proceeding.
	A:  Schedule 1: Resume of Jordan Burmeister.
	A: I am providing testimony regarding recent modifications of the proposed route and the current designs under consideration for Odell’s Woad Hill Substation location.  The information I am referencing is primarily described in the Odell Wind High Vol...

	II. PROJECT MODIFICATIONS
	A: Odell had preliminarily designed two options for the Woad Hill Substation in accordance with the National Electric Safety Code (NESC) as well as other standards publicly available (See Figures 2 and 3 of the EA).  As a result of subsequent detailed...
	A: As discussed in the Route Expansion Letter, Odell is requesting that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (the “Commission”) increase the width of the proposed route in the northwest quadrant of the intersection of 230th Street and 30th Avenue...
	A: Xcel Energy owns and operates the existing Lakefield Junction-Wilmarth 345 kV transmission line to which the Project will interconnect via a new switchyard that will be constructed by Xcel Energy.  Odell will construct the Woad Hill Substation, whi...
	A: At this time, Odell believes the Woad Hill Substation will be similar to one of three proposed design options (See Figures 2, 3 and 4 of the EA).  Odell is continuing to coordinate with Xcel Energy to determine the final configuration of the Woad H...
	A: All proposed configurations of the Woad Hill Substation would be sited entirely within currently tilled cropland and would therefore be expected to have similar environmental impacts.

	III. COMMENTS ON THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
	A: Yes.  We concur with the findings of the Environmental Assessment, Odell Wind High Voltage Transmission Line, dated June 30, 2014 (“EA”) prepared by Minnesota Department of Commerce, Energy Environmental Review and Analysis section.
	A: Yes.  The changes are discussed in Section 3.0 of the EA.

	IV. CONCLUSION
	A: Yes.





