
 

 
September 24, 2014 
 
 
Burl W. Haar 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota  55101 
 
RE: Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources’ Letter in Lieu of 

Comments Regarding Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy’s 
Request for an Extension to Submit its Triennial Review of Nuclear Plant Decommissioning 
Accrual Filing 

 Docket No. E002/M-14-761 
 
Dear Dr. Haar: 
 
On September 3, 2014, Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy (Xcel or the 
Company) submitted a request to delay filing its triennial review of nuclear plant decommissioning 
accrual from October 1, 2014 to December 1, 2014.  On September 4, 2014, Xcel filed a corrected 
version.  Xcel indicated that it needs additional time to complete the review, which includes cost 
analyses of various scenarios related to the timing of switching out the Company’s dry cask storage 
units.  Specifically, Xcel stated in the corrected version: 
 

The Company needs additional time to complete its analysis.  In its 
Order, the Commission included several new requirements, including 
an analysis of switching out the dry cask units at 50 years.  The 
requirement to switch out the casks at 50 years adds significant 
costs under the 100 and 200 year scenarios.  We are evaluating 
these additional costs and how the use of the qualified trust versus 
the escrow fund can be maximized to reduce cost impacts to 
customers and maximize earnings growth of the funds over time 
under these scenarios, as well as scenarios that do not include 
switching out the casks. 

 
Because it is important for this information to be developed, the Minnesota Department of 
Commerce, Division of Energy Resources (Department) does not object to Xcel’s extension request.  
The benefits of receiving a complete and thorough filing may justify the requested two-month delay. 
 
The Department is available to answer any questions that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ SUSAN MEDHAUG 
Supervisor, Energy Regulation & Planning 
 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that I have this day, served copies of the 
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified 
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Letter 
 
Docket No. E002/M-14-761 
 
Dated this 24th day of September 2014 
 
/s/Sharon Ferguson 
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