
     

 

 

November 3, 2014 

Dr. Burl W. Haar 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101 

 

 
Re: Geronimo Energy’s Reply Comments  

In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power Company d/b/a Xcel Energy 
for Approval of Competitive Resource Acquisition Proposal and In the Matter of a 
Draft Power Purchase Agreement with Geronimo Wind Energy, LLC d/b/a 
Geronimo Energy 
MPUC Docket Nos. E002/CN-12-1240 and M-14-788 
OAH Docket No. 8-2500-307-60

Dear Dr. Haar: 

Geronimo Wind Energy, LLC d/b/a Geronimo Energy (“Geronimo”) has reviewed the 
comments submitted by other parties, including the Minnesota Department of Commerce, 
Division of Energy Resources (“DOC-DER”).  Geronimo agrees with DOC-DER’s analysis that 
the terms of the draft power purchase agreement for the Aurora Project (the “Aurora PPA”) are 
in the public interest.  Geronimo submits the additional comments below to address the DOC-
DER’s request for additional information regarding the risk that Northern States Power Company 
d/b/a Xcel Energy (“Xcel”) may incur compensable curtailments under the Aurora PPA. 

 
As DOC-DER noted, Section 8.2 of the Aurora PPA provides for payments for 

curtailments directed by Xcel.  Section 8.2(D) further provides that curtailments for certain 
reasons will be non-compensable, including emergencies declared by Xcel.  These provisions, 
are fairly standard PPA provisions, and provide commercial balance to the PPA.  Geronimo does 
not expect any significant curtailment of the Aurora Project – whether compensable or non-
compensable.  Further, given the distributed nature of the project where each facility will have a 
separate and distinct physical interconnection at up to 24 different locations throughout the 
distribution system, it is extremely unlikely that the entire Aurora Project would be subject to 
curtailment at the same time or that any curtailment would last for an extended period of time.  
Geronimo believes that under these circumstances, it would be relatively rare for Xcel to incur 
compensable curtailments under the PPA. 
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In addition, Geronimo notes that similar curtailment provisions were part of its 

Distributed Solar Proposal.  See App. J. at Sections 7.4 and 8.2.  Specifically, Section 7.4 
provided Xcel with a right to curtail.  Section 8.2 set forth the curtailment energy payment rate 
and also provided circumstances under which curtailment would be non-compensable. 

 
Accordingly, Geronimo believes that the Aurora PPA is in the public interest and renews 

its request for Commission approval of both the PPA and the full cost recovery thereof. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Christina K. Brusven 
 
Christina K. Brusven 
Attorney at Law 
Direct Dial:  612.492.7412 
Email:  cbrusven@fredlaw.com 
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