
 

 

  

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 

 

 
December 9, 2014 

 
 
Dr. Burl W. Haar 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101-2147 
 

RE:  In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power Company for Approval of a 

Gas Utility Infrastructure Cost Rider 

 Docket No. G002/M-14-336 
 
Dear Dr. Haar: 
 

The OAG respectfully requests that the Commission reschedule the hearing in this 
matter, currently scheduled December 18, 2014, to allow further investigation. 
 

After receiving Xcel’s Supplemental Reply Comments on November 14, the OAG sent 
information requests on November 19 to obtain additional information about several issues that 
warrant further investigation.  The OAG received responses to those information requests on 
December 3.  On December 4, the OAG received responses to information requests that PUC 
staff submitted on November 19 and copies of e-mail correspondence between Xcel and the 
Department.  On December 8, the OAG received a supplemental response to the PUC 
information requests.  As a result of these information requests, the OAG has outstanding 
concerns about several issues, and has sent additional information requests to continue its 
investigation.  The OAG asks that the Commission reschedule the hearing set for December 18 
so that the OAG can complete its investigation and provide the Commission with all the analysis 
necessary to make an informed decision. 
 

Specifically, the OAG is concerned that Xcel’s request for rider recovery is unusual in 
both size and scope,1 particularly given that the Commission originally ordered that the expenses 
in question be recovered through a rate case.  Preliminary analysis provides some indication that 
if Xcel requested recovery of the TIMP and DIMP expenses through a rate case, as Xcel was 

                                                 
1 Xcel indicates that the proposed 2015 GUIC recovery would increase the revenue authorized in its most recent rate 
case by 9.39 percent.  GUIC Petition, at 22.  A revenue increase of $14.9 million, representing only the 2015 costs, 
is more than five times the increase that Xcel was granted in its last rate case.   Docket No. G002/GR-09-1153.  Xcel 
indicates that the total additional revenue requirement between 2012 and 2019 will be $123 million, which is more 
than sixteen times the rate increase from the 2010 rate case.  See GUIC Petition, Attachment M. 
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ordered to do, adjustments in other areas would moderate the rate increase that would result from 
the GUIC proposal.  For example, the OAG’s preliminary analysis indicates that if the TIMP and 
DIMP expenses were recovered through a rate case, reductions in Xcel’s return on equity, which 
has not been updated since the 2010 case and is now significantly higher than that of other 
natural gas utilities, would significantly moderate the rate impact of the expenses.  The OAG 
intends to send additional information requests to continue its analysis of this issue. 
 

Additionally, based on responses to PUC information requests, the OAG has concerns 
about the inclusion of the East Metro pipeline in the GUIC rider.  It appears that some costs 
related to the East Metro pipeline may be related to a betterment of the infrastructure, rather than 
safety.  Betterment expenses may not be recovered through a GUIC rider according to Minnesota 
law.  The OAG has sent additional information requests on this issue, and responses are expected 
on December 19. 
 

The OAG requests that the Commission reschedule the hearing currently scheduled on 
December 18, 2014, to allow the OAG to further investigate these and other issues.  If the 
Commission does reschedule the hearing, the Commission could consider several procedural 
mechanisms going forward.  The Commission could issue a request for additional comments to 
allow the OAG to report the results of its analysis.  Alternatively, if the Commission does not 
request additional comments and reschedules the hearing at a later date, the OAG could present 
the results of its analysis to the Commission during the hearing.  The OAG believes that issuing a 
request for additional comments would be the most appropriate option because it would allow 
Commission staff additional time to consider the results of the OAG’s analysis, and also provide 
other parties with the opportunity to respond.  Whatever procedural mechanism the Commission 
chooses to employ, the OAG requests approximately 60 days to complete its analysis. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
s/Ryan Barlow 

 
RYAN BARLOW 
Assistant Attorney General 
 
(651) 757-1473 (Voice) 
(651) 296-9663 (Fax) 
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

 
STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
 ) ss. 
COUNTY OF RAMSEY ) 
 
 I hereby state that on the 9th day of December, 2014, I efiled with eDockets a Letter to 

Dr. Burl Haar and served the same  upon all parties, as indicated on the attached Service List 

via electronic submission and/or United States Mail with postage prepaid, and deposited the 

same in a U.S. Post Office mail receptacle in the City of St. Paul, Minnesota.   

 

 
s/ Judy Sigal     

        Judy Sigal 
Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 9th day of December 2014. 
 
s/ Patricia Jotblad    

Notary Public 
 
My Commission expires:  January 31, 2015. 
 
 
 



First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

Julia Anderson Julia.Anderson@ag.state.m
n.us

Office of the Attorney
General-DOC

1800 BRM Tower
										445 Minnesota St
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012134

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Christopher Anderson canderson@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St
										
										Duluth,
										MN
										558022191

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Alison C Archer alison.c.archer@xcelenerg
y.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 5
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Gail Baranko gail.baranko@xcelenergy.c
om

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall7th Floor
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

William A. Blazar bblazar@mnchamber.com Minnesota Chamber Of
Commerce

Suite 1500
										400 Robert Street North
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Michael Bradley mike.bradley@lawmoss.co
m

Moss & Barnett 150 S. 5th Street, #1200
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

George Crocker gwillc@nawo.org North American Water
Office

PO Box 174
										
										Lake Elmo,
										MN
										55042

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Jeffrey A. Daugherty jeffrey.daugherty@centerp
ointenergy.com

CenterPoint Energy 800 LaSalle Ave
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Ian Dobson ian.dobson@ag.state.mn.u
s

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

Antitrust and Utilities
Division
										445 Minnesota Street, 1400
BRM Tower
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Rebecca Eilers rebecca.d.eilers@xcelener
gy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall, 7th Floor
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336



2

First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn
.us

Department of Commerce 85 7th Place E Ste 500
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										551012198

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Edward Garvey garveyed@aol.com Residence 32 Lawton St
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55102

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Benjamin Gerber bgerber@mnchamber.com Minnesota Chamber of
Commerce

400 Robert Street North
										Suite 1500
										St. Paul,
										Minnesota
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Todd J. Guerrero todd.guerrero@kutakrock.c
om

Kutak Rock LLP Suite 1750
										220 South Sixth Street
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554021425

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Burl W. Haar burl.haar@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission Suite 350
										121 7th Place East
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012147

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Annete Henkel mui@mnutilityinvestors.org Minnesota Utility Investors 413 Wacouta Street
										#230
										St.Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Sandra Hofstetter N/A MN Chamber of Commerce 7261 County Road H
										
										Fremont,
										WI
										54940-9317

Paper Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Michael Hoppe il23@mtn.org Local Union 23, I.B.E.W. 932 Payne Avenue
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55130

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Tiffany Hughes Regulatory.Records@xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554011993

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Eric Jensen ejensen@iwla.org Izaak Walton League of
America

Suite 202
										1619 Dayton Avenue
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55104

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336



3

First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

Richard Johnson Rick.Johnson@lawmoss.co
m

Moss & Barnett 150 S. 5th Street
										Suite 1200
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Michael Krikava mkrikava@briggs.com Briggs And Morgan, P.A. 2200 IDS Center
										80 S 8th St
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Amy Liberkowski amy.a.liberkowski@xcelen
ergy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall
										7th Floor
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554011993

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

John Lindell agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn.us Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
										445 Minnesota St
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012130

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Eric Lipman eric.lipman@state.mn.us Office of Administrative
Hearings

PO Box 64620
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551640620

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Matthew P Loftus matthew.p.loftus@xcelener
gy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 5
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Pam Marshall pam@energycents.org Energy CENTS Coalition 823 7th St E
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55106

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Mary Martinka mary.a.martinka@xcelener
gy.com

Xcel Energy Inc 414 Nicollet Mall
										7th Floor
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St
										
										Duluth,
										MN
										558022093

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Andrew Moratzka apmoratzka@stoel.com Stoel Rives LLP 33 South Sixth Street
										Suite 4200
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336



4

First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

David W. Niles david.niles@avantenergy.c
om

Minnesota Municipal Power
Agency

Suite 300
										200 South Sixth Street
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

Richard Savelkoul rsavelkoul@martinsquires.c
om

Martin & Squires, P.A. 332 Minnesota Street Ste
W2750
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336

James M. Strommen jstrommen@kennedy-
graven.com

Kennedy & Graven,
Chartered

470 U.S. Bank Plaza
										200 South Sixth Street
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-336_M-14-336


