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January 22, 2015 Joseph M. Windler
Direct Dial: (612) 604-6646
Direct Fax: (612) 604-6846
jwindler@winthrop.com          

VIA E-FILING

Mr. Daniel Wolf
Executive Secretary
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, MN 55101

Re: In the Matter of Great River Energy's 2014 Integrated Resource Plan (IRP)
MPUC Docket No. ET2/RP-14-813

Dear Mr. Wolf:

Enclosed please find Al-Corn Clean Fuel and Heartland Corn Products’ Reply Comments in 
Support of Their Petition for Intervention in the above-referenced docket.  These documents 
have been filed with the E-Docket system and served on the attached service list.  Also enclosed 
is our Affidavit of Service.

Very truly yours,

WINTHROP & WEINSTINE, P.A.

/s/ Joseph M. Windler

Joseph M. Windler

Enclosures

cc: Service List
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FOR THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

In the Matter of Great River Energy’s
2014 Integrated Resource Plan

MPUC Docket No. ET2/RP-14-813

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

Rachel M. Tillemans, of the City of Minneapolis, County of Hennepin, the State of 

Minnesota, being first duly sworn, deposes and says that on the 22nd day of January, 2015, she 

served the attached Al-Corn Clean Fuel and Heartland Corn Products’ Reply Comments in 

Support of Their Petition for Intervention to all said persons on the attached Service List, true 

and correct copies thereof, by E-Filing and/or by depositing the same enclosed in an envelope, 

postage prepaid in the United States Mail in the post office at Minneapolis, Minnesota.

__/s/ Rachel M. Tillemans

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 22nd day of January, 2015.

_/s/ Jennifer Flynn___________________________
Notary Public

My Commission Expires: January 31, 2015
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David Aafedt daafedt@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. Suite 3500, 225 South
Sixth Street
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554024629

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Julia Anderson Julia.Anderson@ag.state.m
n.us

Office of the Attorney
General-DOC

1800 BRM Tower
										445 Minnesota St
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012134

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_14-813_Official

William A. Blazar bblazar@mnchamber.com Minnesota Chamber Of
Commerce

Suite 1500
										400 Robert Street North
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Michael Bradley mike.bradley@lawmoss.co
m

Moss & Barnett 150 S. 5th Street, #1200
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Jon Brekke jbrekke@grenergy.com Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek
Boulevard
										
										Maple Grove,
										MN
										553694718

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

B. Andrew Brown brown.andrew@dorsey.co
m

Dorsey & Whitney LLP Suite 1500
										50 South Sixth Street
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554021498

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Leigh Currie lcurrie@mncenter.org Minnesota Center for
Environmental Advocacy

26 E. Exchange St., Suite
206
										
										St. Paul,
										Minnesota
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Ian Dobson ian.dobson@ag.state.mn.u
s

Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

Antitrust and Utilities
Division
										445 Minnesota Street, 1400
BRM Tower
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55101

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Ed Ehlinger Ed.Ehlinger@state.mn.us Minnesota Department of
Health

P.O. Box 64975
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55164-0975

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Sharon Ferguson sharon.ferguson@state.mn
.us

Department of Commerce 85 7th Place E Ste 500
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										551012198

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official
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Dave Frederickson Dave.Frederickson@state.
mn.us

MN Department of
Agriculture

625 North Robert Street
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551552538

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Edward Garvey garveyed@aol.com Residence 32 Lawton St
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55102

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

John Gasal john.gasal@connexusener
gy.com

Connexus Energy 14601 Ramsey Boulevard
										
										Ramsey,
										MN
										55303

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Thomas Landwehr tom.landwehr@state.mn.us Department of Natural
Resources

Box 37, 500 Lafayette Rd
										
										St. Paul,
										Minnesota
										55155

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Douglas Larson dlarson@dakotaelectric.co
m

Dakota Electric Association 4300 220th St W
										
										Farmington,
										MN
										55024

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

John Lindell agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn.us Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
										445 Minnesota St
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012130

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Matthew McBride mmcbride@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine, P.A. 3500 Capella Tower
										225 S. Sixth Street
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St
										
										Duluth,
										MN
										558022093

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Carl Nelson cnelson@mncee.org Center for Energy and
Environment

212 3rd Ave N Ste 560
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Bob Patton bob.patton@state.mn.us MN Department of
Agriculture

625 Robert St N
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55155-2538

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official



3

First Name Last Name Email Company Name Address Delivery Method View Trade Secret Service List Name

Laureen Ross McCalib lrossmccalib@grenergy.co
m

Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek
Boulevard
										
										Maple Grove,
										MN
										55369-4718

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Stan Selander sselander@grenergy.com Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek
Boulevard
										
										Maple Grove,
										MN
										553694718

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Donna Stephenson dstephenson@grenergy.co
m

Great River Energy 12300 Elm Creek
Boulevard
										
										Maple Grove,
										MN
										55369

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

John Linc Stine john.stine@state.mn.us MN Pollution Control
Agency

520 Lafayette Rd
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55155

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Eric Swanson eswanson@winthrop.com Winthrop Weinstine 225 S 6th St Ste 3500
										Capella Tower
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554024629

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Joseph Windler jwindler@winthrop.com Winthrop & Weinstine 225 South Sixth Street,
Suite 3500
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Daniel Wolf dan.wolf@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission Suite 350
										121 7th Place East
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551022147

Electronic Service Yes OFF_SL_14-813_Official

Charles Zelle charlie.zelle@state.mn.us Department of
Transportation

MN Dept of Transportation
										395 John Ireland Blvd
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55155

Electronic Service No OFF_SL_14-813_Official



BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147

Beverly Jones Heydinger Chair
Dr. David C. Boyd Commissioner
Nancy Lange Commissioner
Dan Lipschultz Commissioner
Betsy L. Wergin Commissioner

In the Matter of Great River Energy’s 2014
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP)

MPUC Docket No. ET2/RP-14-813

AL-CORN CLEAN FUEL AND HEARTLAND CORN PRODUCTS’ REPLY
COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF THEIR PETITION FOR INTERVENTION

I. Background

On December 2, 2014, Al-Corn Clean Fuel and Heartland Corn Products (“Petitioners”), 

two large industrial end-users of GRE’s energy, submitted a petition to intervene in Great River 

Energy’s (“GRE”) 2014 Integrated Resource Plan.  

On December 11, 2014, GRE took the rare step of objecting to Petitioners’ intervention.

On January 12, 2015, Petitioners filed initial comments in support of their intervention.

On January 14, 2015, the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy 

Resources (“DOC”) filed comments related to Petitioners’ petition for intervention.  

II. Comments.

Pursuant to subdivision 2 of Rule 7829.0800 of the Minnesota Rules, a petition to 

intervene must be granted:
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upon the showing that . . . the outcome of the proceeding will bind or affect the 
persons with respect to an interest peculiar to that person as distinguished from 
interests common to the public or other ratepayers in general, or the person’s 
interests are not adequately represented by one or more of the other parties 
participating in this case.

Minn. R. 7829.0800, subp. 2.

Petitioners possess unique interests and concerns that are not being adequately represented in this 

docket.  Indeed, in its Comments, the DOC admitted that it “takes no position on [Petitioners’] 

petition to intervene.”  (DOC Comments, p. 4).  Rather, the DOC used its Comments to 

“identif[y] how the Department intends to conduct its analysis in this proceeding[,]” and to 

explain how it is not representing Petitioners’ interests.  Id.  As a result, and contrary to GRE’s 

contention that the DOC is representing Petitioners’ interests, there is not another participant in 

this proceeding that can, or is even attempting to, adequately represent Petitioners’ interests.  

The Commission’s rules mandate that “[r]esource options and resource plans must be 

evaluated on their ability to: . . . (b) keep the customers’ bills and the utility’s rates as low as 

practicable, given regulatory and other constraints. . . .”  Minn. R. 7843.0500, subp. 3

(emphasis added). As a result, GRE’s efforts and strategy to purportedly keep its customers’ 

bills as low as practicable is squarely before the Commission as part of GRE’s resource planning 

process.  Petitioners’ participation is focused on ensuring that GRE delivers its resources “at-

cost,” that it keeps its customers’ bills and the utility’s rates as low as practicable, and that GRE 

intends to enhance its ability to respond to changes in the financial, social and technological 

factors affecting its operations and limit the risk of adverse effects on GRE and its customers 

from financial, social, and technological factors that GRE cannot control.  Minn. R. 7843.0500, 

subp. 3.  These are all important considerations as part of the resource planning process and, 

thus, Petitioners’ intervention is appropriate.
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Further, GRE’s claim that Petitioners’ intervention is improper and that they should 

simply address their concerns through GRE’s governance process is disingenuous at best.  While 

GRE claims that it is willing to meet to address Petitioners’ concerns, in reality, GRE expressly 

threatened both Petitioners and their counsel with legal action and harsh sanctions simply 

because Petitioners dared to raise their concerns within the cooperative distribution network.  

(Exhibit A to Petitioners’ Initial Comments).  Simply because the distribution governance 

process is an available avenue for Petitioners to address their concerns does not mean it is the 

sole avenue – particularly when GRE has threatened Petitioners for attempting to work within 

such a process. Rather, as has been explained by Petitioners throughout this proceeding, as a 

result of Petitioners unique interests – interests that are not represented by any party to this IRP 

proceeding – Petitioners’ intervention is appropriate.

As there is not another participant in this proceeding that represents Petitioners’ unique 

interests, Petitioners’ request for intervention should be granted.  Petitioners should be allowed 

to intervene just as they did in GRE’s 2012 IRP proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: January 22, 2015 WINTHROP & WEINSTINE, P.A.

By:   /s/ Joseph M. Windler
       Matthew R. McBride, #261981

David M. Aafedt, #27561X
        Joseph M. Windler, #387758
225 South Sixth Street
Suite 3500
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402
(612) 604-6400
daafedt@winthrop.com
mmcbride@winthrop.com

Attorneys for Al-Corn Clean Fuel and 
Heartland Corn Products
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