
From: Tony Anderson
To: Steinhauer, Suzanne (COMM); DeBleeckere, Tricia (PUC)
Subject: Clarifying comment IP-6941/GS-14-1052
Date: Monday, May 04, 2015 9:24:16 PM

I spoke at the Monday, April 27, 2015 environmental assessment scoping meeting regarding the
 solar project PUC docket number IP-6941/GS-14-1052.  I want to make sure my points are clearly
 understood.
 
I have my doubts as the success of this project (and do not agree with the location nor the use of
 prime farm land for it) but I expect that it will be approved, so I have two points that I want
 addressed by the PUC:

1.       ESCROW ACCOUNT   The project life is 25 years and if that is not attained for
 whatever reason (or the project is abandoned), the cost to rehabilitate the site back
 to its original condition before the project was constructed {productive farm land} –
 all electricity providers/utilities involved (Marshall Solar, LLC; Nextera Energy
 Resources, LLC; other energy affiliates, etc.) should be required to invest cash in an
 independently controlled escrow account in an amount to pay 100% of the
 projected rehabilitation costs approved by the PUC plus another 25% for possible
 errors or unexpected costs.

2.       MINIMUM ANNUAL PRODUCTION TAX PAYMENT  The Marshall Solar, LLC’s
 estimate of $140,000 annual production tax to be allocated between the County
 and Township should be set as the minimum amount to be paid.  The representative
 expressed confidence in their estimate for presentation purposes so I can only
 expect them to back that estimate with a dollar commitment.  I truly believe their
 plans do not adequately address the loss of productivity during the winter snow
 season and their inability to remove the drifts from the panel acres.

 
 
Thank you,
 
Anthony R. Anderson (Tony)

3225 – 290th Street
Marshall, MN 56258

mailto:tdanderson@mvtvwireless.com
mailto:suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us
mailto:tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us


From: apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
To: Steinhauer, Suzanne (COMM)
Subject: Galbraith Wed Apr 22 16:28:24 2015 IP-6941/GS-14-1052
Date: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 4:28:29 PM

This public comment has been sent via the form at: mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/publicComments.html

You are receiving it because you are listed as the contact for this project. 

Project Name: Marshall Solar Energy Project

Docket number: IP-6941/GS-14-1052

User Name: Mike Galbraith

County:

City: Marshall

Email:

Phone:

Impact:  This project, if built on the proposed site, would be in violation of Minnesota Rule 7850.4400, which
 expressly and sensibly limits the construction of power generating facilities on land best suited for farming
 (growing food).  This project should be built on land that is less fertile and better suited for alternative uses such as
 solar energy. 

According to the UN, food production is going to have to double by 2050 to meet global demand. Our state would
 be acting imprudently by choosing to allow this solar facility to be constructed on prime farmland. Also in doing so,
 the state would needlessly waste acres of a precious resource that could have otherwise been used to help meet the
 global food demand.

Mitigation: There are many areas in our great state that are not classified as prime farmland. Building this facility on
 ground less suitable for farming would be a prudent decision and a better use of land.

Submission date: Wed Apr 22 16:28:24 2015

This information has also been entered into a centralized database for
future analysis.

For questions about the database or the functioning of this tool, contact:

Andrew Koebrick
andrew.koebrick@state.mn.us

mailto:apache@web.lmic.state.mn.us
mailto:suzanne.steinhauer@state.mn.us








































































In regards to Marshall Solar L.L.C. project GS 14-1052 
 
Soil is our greatest asset in this part of the state, we are the stewards.  We care for it and pass 
it on to the next generation in better shape than when we received it.  
 
Look at the picture of the designed solar plant.  The red dots are the intended inverter boxes.  
They will ruin the land forever.  Under these they will need to replace the black dirt with sand 
or gravel to put the concrete down for the pads for the inverters.  They must dig the electrical 
transmission system, which will also disturb the soil.  We are being told that native grasses will 
be planted under the panels.  Nothing will be able to grow under the panels as they will 
produce too much shade.  After nothing is growing, who will the neighbors have to go to?  Will 
NextEra then just say they tried to grow something?  
 
How is water run off going to be handled? No mention of that in their application. 
 
What guarantees are in place to not change the layout of the current plant and not bring these 
panels right up to the Geurts’, Mullers and Burners? 
The land next to the solar plant and the building sites will lose approximately 40% or more of 
their value.  What compensation/protections are being presented by NextEra to protect 
property values? 
The real estate taxes will not go down.  This land should remain the same as what it has been 
used for since the first furrow was turned and remain for the purpose of food production. 
 
What research has been done about daytime temperatures around the panels? These panels 
are made of glass. We need to have research done with the current data. 
 
Production from this land has had more people employed yearly and will in the end pay more 
taxes than this solar plant ever will. 
 
Solar power has its place, but there are better locations this should go and that should be 
where it doesn’t involve peoples’ lives and taking good farmable prime land out of production. 
This project is unbelievable to us! This is not being good stewards of the land and we ask the 
commission to uphold the rule in place and protect the natural resource of prime farmland 
and look for alternative sites. 
 
Retired farmers, 
Ron and Donna Weidauer 
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