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January 22, 2015 

—Via Electronic Filing— 
Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
 
RE: LETTER 

COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS  
DOCKET NO. E002/M-13-867 

 
Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits this 
letter to inform the Commission of actions the Company is taking in processing 
applications to our Solar*Rewards Community program. 
 
We appreciate the guidance offered by the Commission at the hearing on January 
15th.  There, we understood the Commission to state that the Company will 
manage its program according to the terms of its tariff and that technical issues 
and programmatic concerns that arise in the course of program implementation 
can be addressed in the Implementation Workgroup.  Where parties reach an 
impasse on disputed issues, those issues or issues with policy significance may 
appropriately come before the Commission. 
 
With this guidance in mind, we are keeping the Commission apprised of 
communications the Company has made and will make to developers regarding 
their pending Solar*Rewards Community applications over the next few days. 
 
We are pleased to note the first set of community solar gardens is moving forward.  
Developers who have submitted complete applications – that is, those who have 
provided applications with the requisite conforming detail– are being notified that 
their projects are advancing.   
 



At the same time, we are also notifying other applicants that their projects will not 
proceed until supplementary information is provided.  These applications are 
incomplete for one of two reasons:  either they lack the requisite detail for further 
evaluation or the information provided does not conform to our tariff 
requirements.   
 
The application deficiencies we have identified fall into these general categories: 

 Improper placement of gardens behind existing service, 
 Lack of separate service for each 1 MW garden, 
 Omitted production meters, 
 Omitted grounding transformer specifications, 
 Improper placement of external utility disconnect switches, 
 Improper placement of customer owned facilities; and 
 Primary meter design deficiencies. 

 
These omissions are material deficiencies.  For example, grounding transformer 
specifications are important to ensure the safety of our system.  The majority of 
applications received to date are incomplete and will not advance under the “first 
ready, first served” process defined in the Company’s tariff.  Once applicants 
provide supplementary detail and/or all documentation, we will again consider the 
application, and each applicant’s projects will advance for engineering review as of 
the date the Company determines the application to be complete.   
 
We expect that under any new program, there will be a learning curve as 
participants become familiar with the technical requirements that help safeguard 
customers and maintain system reliability.  As we manage this program, we are 
mindful of the need for transparency and consistency in applicant treatment.  For 
these reasons, we are applying the “first ready, first served” process defined in the 
tariff and serving those applicants who have submitted complete applications.  
Should parties have questions regarding the status of their application, they may 
contact srcmn@xcelenergy.com.  
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service 
list. 
 
Please contact Jessica Peterson at Jessica.K.Peterson@xcelenergy.com or  
612-330-6850 if you have any questions regarding this filing. 



 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
AAKASH CHANDARANA 
REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
RATES AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS 
 
Enclosure 
c: Service List 
 
 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Tiffany Hughes, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
Docket No.  E002/M-13-867 
     
Dated this 22nd day of January 2015 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
Tiffany Hughes 
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