
 
 
 
 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
 
 
April 16, 2015 

—Via Electronic Filing— 
Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
 
RE: STAKEHOLDER MINUTES 

COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS  
DOCKET NO. E002/M-13-867 

 
Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits the 
attached Compliance information in response to the Commission’s February 13, 
2015 Order (Order Point 3) submitted in the above-noted docket.   
 
Per Commission Order, all agendas, approved minutes and attachments from the 
Solar*Rewards Community Implementation Workgroup will be filed in eDockets.  
Attachment A includes the agenda, meeting minutes, and issues tracker for the 
Workgroup meeting held on March 4, 2015.  Additional meeting minutes will be 
filed upon their approval by the Implementation Workgroup.  
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service 
list. Please contact Jessica Peterson at Jessica.K.Peterson@xcelenergy.com or  
612-330-6850 if you have any questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
SHAWN WHITE 
MANAGER, DSM & RENEWABLE REGULATORY STRATEGY AND PLANNING 
Enclosure 
c: Service List, Attachment 

mailto:Jessica.K.Peterson@xcelenergy.com


Meeting Agenda: S*RC Implementation Working Group 
 

Date:  March 4, 2015 
Start Time: 1:30 pm Central Location:  1B; 414 Nicollet Mall, Mpls, MN 
End Time:  3:00 pm Central  Phone: NA 

TOPIC LEADER DESIRED OUTCOME 
Welcome and Approve Previous Minutes Thor B. Discussion 
- Address change edits 
 
Metering configuration Patrick D. Discussion 
- Discuss feedback received since the last meeting 
 
Bill credit rate update process Jessie P. Update 
- Proposed schedule for annual rate updates 
 
Website updates Thor B. Discussion 
- At what stage should we list more project specifics? 
 
Interconnection Patrick D. Update 
- MISO process update 

 
Other items  Discussion 
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S*RC Implementation Workgroup 
Meeting Minutes 

March 4, 2015 

Opening 
The regular meeting of the S*RC Implementation Workgroup was called to order at 1:30 pm on 
March 4, 2015 at Xcel Energy General Offices by Thor Bjork. 

Present 
 Name Company  Name Company 

 Mike Harvey Able Energy  Lindsey Ransom SoCore 

 Tom Hunt Clean Energy Collective  Joe Devito Solarstone Partners 

x Holly Lahd DOC  Sara Bergan Stoel Rives 

x Virginia Rutter Eutectics  Dan Patry SunEdison 

 Andrew  Geronimo Energy x Dan Rogers SunEdison 

 Alan Gleckner Fresh Energy  Dean Leischow Sunrise Energy 

 Tena Rytel Geronimo Energy x Laura Hannah SunShare 

 Nathan Franzen Geronimo Energy  Mike Michaud Sunshare 

 Ralph Jacobsen Innovative Power Systems  Ross Abbey SunShare 

 Michael Krause Kandiyohi (Sundial) x Marty Morud TruNorth Solar 

x Steve Coleman MN Community Solar  Shawn Bagley Xcel Energy 

 Michelle Matthews MN Community Solar  Thor Bjork Xcel Energy 

x Steve Coleman MN Community Solar x Jessie Peterson Xcel Energy 

x Lynn Hinkle MnSEIA x Kevin Cray Xcel Energy 

 Duane Hebert Novel Energy Solutions x John Wold Xcel Energy 

 Ian Dobson OAG x Buzz Buskivl Novel Energy Solutions 

x Brian Swanson PUC x David Shaffer  MnSeia 

x Susan Mackenzie PUC x Patrick Dalton Xcel Energy 

x Tom Green SoCore Energy  x Joe Tierney SEV 

x Kaya Tarhan SolarStone x Aric Sorenson Sundial 
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Approval of Minutes 
The meeting minutes for 2/18/15 were not approved by those attending the meeting.  They will 
instead be brought back to our next meeting (4/1) for approval.  No meeting minutes will be 
filed with the Commission until up to 7 days after approval by the group. 

Open Issues 
Location identifier subgroup recommendation:  

Final proposed redlined language for review: 
Applicants will strive to provide a valid address for each garden. If, upon 
a change in CSG address, applicant can provide documentation from the 
permitting authority that the change was not due to a change in the PV 
system configuration connectivity, service meter location, or physical 
location, but rather due to something outside of the Operator’s control, 
the applicant will be permitted to continue through the process.  

Language approved as written by the Implementation Workgroup in attendance 
on 3/4/15. 

Metering Configuration 
 
The group reviewed the meter configurations from the 2.18.15 meeting and clarified the 
following: 

 Double counting of house power – A concern about possible double counting of house 
power, at the main service meter and at the production meter was addressed by 
explaining that the production meter will be detented, meaning it will only measure 
energy outflow, not inflow. 

 Meters –  In order to apply uniform standards, Xcel Energy will require two meters for 
each garden (main service meter and production meter) as required by our uniform 
standards and Section 9 Tariff 

 Voltages Availability: Blue Book has a table with secondary voltages – refer to this 
document to determine what Xcel Energy supports. 

 
Communicating details regarding these requirements: Can Xcel Energy provide these details in 
an email? No, they will provide these details via the website.  
 
Next Steps: Adding information directly to our website under Garden Operator FAQ 
 
Bill Credit Rate Update Process 
Transition to updated Applicable Retail Rate (ARR) on April 1, 2015 proposed on 3/2/15. This 
proposal has no impact to projects today given no S*RC projects are in operation – therefore, no 
one is receiving the bill credit rate.  In the future we will file on February 1 for an April 1 update. 
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If the Commission moves to a Value of Solar (VOS) – the Department recommends that every 
garden would move to the next year’s updated rate on the same date (rather than after one full 
year) to minimize confusion.  
 
Next Steps: the Commission will issue notice of a Comment Period to address the filed ARR rate, 
VOS, and others issues. 
 
Website Updates (see below in Key Questions) 
 
Interconnection Updates on MISO Process 
 
Discussion: 

 General agreement with IREC in their recent Comments. 
 Xcel Energy has been in contact with MISO about this process.  We agree the Section 10 

Tariff as written is confusing in regards to transmission impacts and relating to 
interactions with the MISO process.  Xcel Energy and MISO agreed that the following 
process is a practical way forward until further clarification is made. 

o If the interconnection affects the transmission system, which is currently 
defined by tariff as power being exported onto the bulk system, the 
transmission impacts are evaluated.  

o  Xcel Energy transmission engineers will review the proposal and contact MISO.   
o The Developer will be notified of the potential transmission impact prior to Xcel 

Energy issuing a Statement of Work for distribution engineering studies.     
 If potential transmission impacts are found from the initial review, MISO 

may require more detailed study analysis and, the applicant would have 
the option to enter into the MISO study queue.   

 If MISO determines no potential for transmission system impacts exist, 
the Section 10 process resumes. 

 Is MISO the sole determining factor?  If there is any export onto the transmission 
system, they will be sent to MISO.  Can Xcel Energy determine it needs to be analyzed if 
MISO doesn’t?   

o Follow-up: Xcel Energy Transmission Engineering was contacted and thinks this 
scenario would not arise. MISO and Xcel Energy would work out any differences 
in study results if this case somehow did arise.  

 MISO has suggested this process; Section 10 is a bit unclear in this regard.   
 Minimum day time load for PV is used for solar. Rotating generators would use 24-hr 

minimum load. 
 Is there a timeline for MISO review?  We send an email to MISO.  They thought it was a 

quick turnaround if it wasn’t going to be big deal, if they need to study it then we don’t 
know the length of time this would take.   

 MISO review comes before any cost estimate.  Distribution facilities are done after this 
step in the process.   Is there an option to study in parallel?  It depends on the 
situation/project.   

o Follow-up: Parallel paths could be difficult because the distribution portion 
already has multiple paths – system projections, substation engineering, etc.  

 Is 15 days long enough for our engineers to determine this and work with MISO?  
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o Follow-up: It appears the tariff only requires notifying the Developer that Xcel 
Energy needs to involve MISO in this step, not that MISO or Xcel Energy can 
make a determination in regards to transmission impact. 

 Can’t we review MISO during completeness review?   We have this information early on 
in the process.  Can we get a time frame from MISO?  There is current uncertainty of 
how this is going to work or what the expectations are – we need a bit of experience in 
this area first.   

 Could we review transmission issues and distribution studies at the same time? Perhaps 
at the Garden Operator’s risk.   

 Perhaps we could state that, for example, review 3 MW and hold off the remaining 
MW’s until MISO has reviewed.  It may be possible.  

 
Key Questions [Key Questions are added to issue tracker] 
At what point in the process should information on specific gardens be posted to 
xcelenergy.com? 
Xcel Energy and the DOC are receiving questions from potential subscribers around what 

developers are in their areas, etc.  
 How far along in the process can Xcel Energy release this information?  What should be 

released? 
 

 Order Language: Contract allows for release; Contract signed at end of process. 
 Discussion:  

o Agreement that no one wanted specific information posted on day one of the 
application process.   

o In CO, we list developer and contact information at the point the project is 
approved through the RFP process 

 
 Consensus/Non-Consensus:  
o Proposal:  Add Garden Operator on website when the Operator has put money 

down on interconnection.  We don’t want subscribers to think there is more 
availability than there is.  Before this there is too much risk of go, no-go 
situation.  [consensus] 

o Proposal:  Wait until garden is fully operational?  What about a note that these 
are in progress (in construction).  Garden Operators want fully subscribed 
gardens prior to full operation.  [no consensus] 

o Proposal: Complete garden with interconnection agreement are sufficient to 
release developer information.  [ Full Consensus] Additionally, the group seems 
to like how CO was done with Operator by County.    Aggregates belong in 
separate table.   

o Proposal: Direct potential subscribers to a list on our website of all developers? 
[no consensus] 

 Next Steps: Garden Operators to be added by County and including email address 
once an interconnection agreement is signed. 
 

Has Xcel Energy discussed a collective upgrade or cost sharing of groups of sites?   
 Order Language: N/A 
 Discussion:  
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o We did discuss at some time in the Workgroup, not a lot of takers.  This may 
have changed for projects 2-4 in the queue.  It is a good idea and we may want 
to consider cost causation and cost sharing in some of these areas.  Perhaps cost 
sharing so that more projects can be pushed forward other projects.  Is this on 
the table?  Can the garden operators actually do this? 

o Proposal: Find a way to provide further information to developers so that they 
can reach out to other developers 

o MISO does have cost-sharing; we should look into how this works.   
o Xcel Energy would need help at how to process this.  XE would at least have to 

facilitate the conversation.   The main issue would be to how we disclose who 
those developers are and in what position.  Then how to work out “cost 
sharing”. 

o Systems would be at different areas and possibly different feeders.  
o Information isn’t available to Garden Operators to do this themselves today.  

 
 Consensus/Non-Consensus: none 
 Next Steps: See below 

 
Can Xcel Energy provide a bit more transparency into the interconnection queue today? 

 Order Language: Xcel Energy to review dockets prior to April 1 meeting. 
 Discussion:  

o Xcel Energy should be able to state where people are in the queue – for 
example, you are 3rd in the queue. Xcel Energy does tell people if they have 
other developments ahead of them; not specific to who or how much.  We have 
been told that we can’t provide that information.  Why don’t we? 

o Xcel Energy needs to interject reality in this process.  What can really be done? 
o 15 days, queue or study SOW to be sent (process now) 

 
At minimum Garden Operators need prior to paying for studies:  

o Capacity of projects ahead in the queue 
o Substation capacity/Transformer size 
o Minimum daytime load 

 
Other useful information:  

o Timelines, Stages of projects ahead of you (estimated time of when the other 
projects will be complete) 

o Planned system upgrades 
   

 Consensus/Non-Consensus: none 
 Next Steps: Why can’t Xcel Energy provide this information to queue participants? What 

is behind it? Can’t we begin to provide this information so that the queue self-regulates 
itself?  Xcel Energy to bring back information during next meeting 4/1/15. 

 
Adjournment 
Meeting was adjourned at 3:00. The next general meeting will be at 1:30 on March 24, 2015, at 
the Minneapolis Central Library.  
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Minutes submitted by: Jessie Peterson 

Approved by: TBD 

Docket No. E002/M-13-867 
Stakeholder Meeting Minutes 

Attachment A, Page 7 of 11



So
la

r*
R

ew
ar

d
s 

C
om

m
u

n
it

y 
Is

su
e 

T
ra

ck
er

 [
Im

p
le

m
en

ta
ti

on
 W

or
kg

ro
u

p
] 

Is
su

e 
N

um
b

er
 

R
es

ol
ve

d 
Is

su
e 

St
ak

eh
ol

d
er

 
M

ee
ti

n
g 

D
et

ai
ls

 
P

ro
p

os
al

 
St

ak
eh

ol
d

er
 

C
on

se
n

su
s 

D
is

se
n

t 
N

ex
t 

St
ep

s 
C

or
re

sp
on

di
n

g 
R

u
le

 
00

9 

B.

 
 

00
7-

B
 



Is
su

e 
N

um
b

er
 

00
5 

00
4 

00
2 



  

Is
su

e 
N

um
b

er
 

01
0 

A
t 

m
in

im
u

m
 G

ar
d

en
 O

p
er

at
or

s 
n

ee
d

:  *P
rio

r t
o p

ay
in

g s
tu

die
s t

he
 ab

ov
e 

wo
uld

 be
 re

qu
est

ed
; d

isc
us

sed
 

wi
th

in
 sc

op
in

g m
eet

in
g*

 
 

01
1 

01
2 

 



N
O

N
- 

C
O

N
SE

N
SU

S 
Is

su
e 

N
um

b
er

 
R

es
ol

ve
d 

Is
su

e 
St

ak
eh

ol
d

er
 

M
ee

ti
n

g 
D

et
ai

ls
 

P
ro

p
os

al
 

St
ak

eh
ol

d
er

 
C

on
se

n
su

s 
D

is
se

n
t 

N
ex

t 
St

ep
s 

C
or

re
sp

on
di

n
g 

R
u

le
 

00
8 

00
6 

00
1 

 
 F

U
R

T
H

E
R

 D
IS

C
U

SS
IO

N
 N

E
E

D
E

D
 

Is
su

e 
N

um
b

er
 

R
es

ol
ve

d 
Is

su
e 

St
ak

eh
ol

d
er

 
M

ee
ti

n
g 

D
et

ai
ls

 
P

ro
p

os
al

 
St

ak
eh

ol
d

er
 

C
on

se
n

su
s 

D
is

se
n

t 
N

ex
t 

St
ep

s 
C

or
re

sp
on

di
n

g 
R

u
le

 
00

7-
A

 

00
3 

01
3 

Pl
ea

se
 n

ot
e 

: T
hi

s i
s a

n 
on

go
in

g 
do

cu
m

en
t a

nd
 ch

an
ge

s p
er

 Im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
W

or
kg

ro
up

 M
ee

tin
g.

 It
 is

 n
ot

 in
te

nd
ed

 to
 b

e 
fin

al
 u

nl
es

s n
ot

ed
. T

hi
s d

oc
um

en
t w

as
 fi

le
d 

w
ith

 th
e 

Co
m

m
iss

io
n 

on
 

4/
7/

15
, h

ow
ev

er
, t

hi
s v

er
sio

n 
re

m
ov

ed
 a

 ty
po

 o
n 

iss
ue

 li
ne

 0
13

. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Tiffany Hughes, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
Docket No.  E002/M-13-867 
       
Dated this 16th day of April 2015 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
Tiffany Hughes 
Records Analyst 
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City of Monticello 505 Walnut Street
										Suite 1
										Monticelllo,
										Minnesota
										55362

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Jeffrey C Paulson jeff.jcplaw@comcast.net Paulson Law Office, Ltd. 7301 Ohms Ln Ste 325
										
										Edina,
										MN
										55439

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Donna Pickard dpickard@aladdinsolar.co
m

Aladdin Solar 1215 Lilac Lane
										
										Excelsior,
										MN
										55331

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Gayle Prest gayle.prest@minneapolism
n.gov

City of Mpls Sustainability 350 South 5th St, #315
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55415

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Dan Rogers drogers@sunedison.com SunEdison N/A Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Matthew J. Schuerger P.E. mjsreg@earthlink.net Energy Systems Consulting
Services, LLC

PO Box 16129
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55116

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
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Doug Shoemaker dougs@mnRenewables.or
g

MRES 2928 5th Ave S
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55408

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Eric Swanson eswanson@winthrop.com Winthrop Weinstine 225 S 6th St Ste 3500
										Capella Tower
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554024629

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Thomas P. Sweeney III tom.sweeney@easycleane
nergy.com

Clean Energy Collective P O Box 1828
										
										Boulder,
										CO
										80306-1828

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Pat Treseler pat.jcplaw@comcast.net Paulson Law Office LTD Suite 325
										7301 Ohms Lane
										Edina,
										MN
										55439

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Jason Willett jason.willett@metc.state.m
n.us

Metropolitan Council 390 Robert St N
										
										Saint Paul,
										MN
										55101-1805

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel

Daniel Williams DanWilliams.mg@gmail.co
m

Powerfully Green 11451 Oregon Avenue N
										
										Champlin,
										MN
										55316

Electronic Service No SPL_SL_13-
867_Community Solar
Garden - Xcel
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