
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
May 8, 2015 
 
Patrick Smith      Christina K. Brusven     
Geronimo Wind Energy     Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.    
7650 Edinborough Way, Suite 725   200 South Sixth Street, Suite 4000 
Edina, MN 55435     Minneapolis, MN 55402-1425  
   
 
RE:  Request for Permittee to Show Cause  

PUC Docket: IP6830/WS-10-49 
 
Dear Mr. Smith and Ms. Brusven, 
 
The Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued Paynesville Wind, LLC a 
Large Wind Energy Conversion System (LWECS) Site Permit on January 26, 2011.  On 
February 7, 2013, the LWECS Site Permit was amended to allow an additional two years to 
commence construction and obtain a power purchase agreement (or other enforceable 
mechanism).  This two year time period expired on February 7, 2015 and no request for a 
subsequent amendment or advisement on why these milestones were not met has been provided 
to the Commission pursuant to the permit conditions. 
 

10.2  Power Purchase Agreement 
 
In the event the Permittee does not have a power purchase agreement or some other 
enforceable mechanism for sale of the electricity to be generated by the Project at the 
time this permit is issued, the Permittee shall provide notice to the Commission when it 
obtains a commitment for purchase of the power. This permit does not authorize 
construction of the Project until the Permittee has obtained a power purchase agreement 
or some other enforceable mechanism for sale of the electricity to be generated by the 
Project. In the event the Permittee does not obtain a power purchase agreement or some 
other enforceable mechanism for sale of the electricity to be generated by the Project 
within two years of the issuance of this amended permit, the Permittee must advise the 
Commission of the reason for not having such commitment. In such event, the 
Commission may determine whether this permit should be amended or revoked. No 
amendment or revocation of this permit may be undertaken except in accordance with 
applicable statutes and rules, including Minnesota Rule 7854.1300. 

 
 
 

 
PHONE 651-296-7124 • TOLL FREE 800-657-3782 • FAX 651-297-7073 
121 7TH PLACE EAST • SUITE 350 • SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 55101-2147 

MN.GOV/PUC 
 

http://mn.gov/puc


Page 2 
 

10.3  Failure to Commence Construction 
 

If the Permittee has not completed the pre-construction surveys required under this permit 
and commenced construction of the Project within two years of the issuance of this 
amended permit, the Permittee must advise the Commission of the reason construction 
has not commenced. In such event, the Commission shall make a determination as to 
whether this permit should be amended or revoked. No revocation of this permit may be 
undertaken except in accordance with applicable statutes and rules, including Minnesota 
Rule 7854.1300. 

 
Pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 216F.05, Minn. Stat. § 216E.14, and Minn. Rule 7854.1300 the 
Commission requires that Paynesville Wind, LLC show cause by June 8,  2015 why the 
Permittee has not failed to comply with a material condition or term of the permit.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this information please contact Commission staff, Tricia 
DeBleeckere at tricia.debleeckere@state.mn.us or 651-201-2254. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Daniel P. Wolf  
Executive Secretary 
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