
 
 
 
 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

 
 
October 30, 2015 
 

—Via Electronic Filing— 
 

Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101 
 
RE: DENIAL OF REQUEST FOR EXTENSION 

SUNSHARE COMPLAINT 
DOCKET NO. E002/C-15-786 

  
Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits this 
letter in order to inform the Commission about a possible project cancellation. 
 
As the Commission is aware, the Company’s Interconnection Process is governed 
by our Section 10 tariff.  That tariff outlines a process that requires the developer 
to pay one-third of the indicative cost estimate set forth in the Interconnection 
Agreement before it can advance to detailed design.  The process sets forth a 
deadline for developer payment, and in this instance, that deadline is upon us. 
 
We have a developer, SunShare, who has expressed concern about being required 
to pay one-third of the indicative cost estimate before advancing to detailed 
design.  SunShare has also expressed concern over the indicative cost estimate 
itself, although they have indicated that obtaining financing is not a problem.   
 
Based on our communications, it is our understanding that SunShare does not 
intend to pay the amounts due for any of their projects.  It is our understanding 
that SunShare has determined that the business risk of moving forward without 
having gone through detailed design is too great.  SunShare has indicated that their 
preferred process would be to advance to detailed design before signing the 
Interconnection Agreement and making payment.  SunShare has requested the 
Company provide it with a variance from the tariffed process. 
 
This presents a real problem for the Company because it is our belief that we must 
administer the tariff in a transparent and non-discriminatory manner.  Other 



 
 

 

community solar garden developers have followed the tariffed process in order to 
advance their projects to detailed design and beyond.  Also complicating the issue 
is that, at certain of the substations where SunShare has projects, there are 
developers behind it in the queue.   
 
We appreciate SunShare’s desire for flexibility, but we do not believe we are in a 
position to vary from our Section 10 process.  As such, we intend to administer 
the tariff as written in order to facilitate a transparent and non-discriminatory 
process.  As a result, if SunShare does not remit payment by the established 
deadlines, we intend to enforce the tariff.   
 
We file this letter with the Commission to keep them informed on this issue—
particularly given that we are before the Commission next week on related matters. 
Our actions may generate questions from the Commissioners, and we are prepared 
to respond to questions at any time, including at next week’s meeting.  
 
We have electronically filed this document with the Commission, and copies have 
been served on the parties on the attached service list.  Please contact Amanda 
Rome at Amanda.Rome@xcelenergy.com or 612-215-5331 if you have any 
questions regarding this filing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
AMANDA ROME 
LEAD, ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL 
 
c: Service List 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, SaGonna Thompson, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, Minnesota      

 
 xx electronic filing 
 

 
Docket No.  E002/C-15-786 
       
Dated this 30th day of October 2015 
 
/s/ 
____________________________ 
SaGonna Thompson 
Regulatory Administrator 
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