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VIA E-FILING 

 

April 30, 2007 

 

 

Dr. Burl W. Haar 

Executive Secretary 

MN Public Utilities Commission 

121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 

St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 

 

RE: In The Matter of the Commission’s Investigation into the 

 Appropriateness of Continuing to Permit Cost Adjustments  

 Docket E999/CI-03-802 

 

Dear Dr. Haar: 

 

On March 30, 2007, the Public Utilities Commission issued a Notice for Comments in the above 

docket. Otter Tail Corporation d/b/a Otter Tail Power Company (Otter Tail) provides the 

following comments. 

 

As noted in the Notice, since the docket was opened and comments were filed, several of the 

concerns initially raised have been addressed through other dockets. The Notice lists several 

additional issues that may fall into this generic automatic adjustment docket and invites 

commenters to list others. The issues listed are potentially significant items, and while Otter Tail 

does not wish to minimize their significance, we believe the pattern has been established. The 

pattern is that when a significant issue arises, it is resolved either through a docket pertaining to 

the utility involved, or through consolidated or generic dockets whose specific purpose is to 

provide a timely answer to the issue or issues in question. Beyond that, the Department of 

Commerce (Department) at times has seen a need and taken the initiative to meet it. The example 

of that initiative which pertains to the FCA relates to the items of “data reporting including what is 

reported and how frequently” and “regulatory oversight of FCA data reporting.” The 

Department’s newly developed quarterly FCA report and the reporting requirements coming from 

both the MISO Day 2 dockets and the AAA Report dockets deal with these two topics. 

 

In a meeting just last week, the Department discussed its plans to prioritize its workload to make 

the best use of its resources. The regulated utilities are dealing with the same issue. While 
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exploring the issues listed or other issues related to the FCA might be useful sometime in the 

future, we submit that unless a specific short-term or long-term benefit can be defined for 

spending resources on additional comments and hearings related to generic FCA issues listed here, 

this docket should be closed. History has shown that specific FCA topics relating to one or to all 

utilities can be successfully explored when needed. In those instances, a specific issue, goal or 

benefit guides the participants. Any benefits derived from exploring issues in this generic docket 

are not well enough defined to merit allocation of scarce resources at this time. Therefore, Otter 

Tail respectfully suggests that this docket should be closed. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

/s/ BERNADEEN BRUTLAG 

Bernadeen Brutlag 

Manager, Regulatory Services 

 

Cc: Service List
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OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY 

SERVICE LIST 

 

Burl W. Haar, (O + 15) [electronically served] 

Executive Secretary 

MN Public Utilities Commission 

121 7
th
 Place East, Suite 350 

St. Paul, MN  55101-2147 

 

Sharon Ferguson (4) [electronically served] 

MN Department of Commerce 

Suite 500 

85 7
th
 Place East 

St. Paul, MN  55101-2198 

 

Julia Anderson  

MN Office of the Attorney General 

1400 BRM Tower 

445 Minnesota Street 

St. Paul, MN  55101-2131 

 

Ronald M. Giteck 

Office of the Attorney General 

Residential Utilities Division 

900 BRM Tower 

445 Minnesota Street 

St. Paul MN 55101 

 

Curt Nelson  

OAG-RUD 

900 NCL Tower 

445 Minnesota Street 

St. Paul, MN  55101-2130 

 

Christopher Anderson 

Senior Attorney 

Minnesota Power 

30 West Superior Street 

Duluth, MN  55802-2093 

 

Mark F. Dahlberg 

President 

NW Wisconsin Electric Company 

P O Box 9 

Grantsburg, WI  54840-0009 

 

James Erickson 

Minnesota Power 

30 West Superior Street 

Duluth MN 55802 

 

Marilyn E. Foreman 

Dakota Electric Association 

4300 220
th
 Street West 

Farmington, MN 55024-9583 

 

William L. Glahn 

Dahlen, Berg & Co. 

200 South Sixth Street, Suite 300 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

 

Todd J. Guerrero 

Lindquist & Vennum, PLLP 

4200 IDS Center 

80 South Eighth Street 

Minneapolis MN 55402-2274 

 

Annette Henkel 

Minnesota Utility Investors 

405 Sibley Street, #227 

St. Paul MN 55101 

 

James P. Johnson 

Xcel Energy 

5
th
 Floor 414 Nicollet Mall, 5

th
 Flr 

Minneapolis MN 55401-1993 

 

Stephen G. Kozey 

Midwest ISO 

701 City Center Drive 

Carmel IN 46032-7574 

 

Jeffrey L. Landsman 

Wheeler, Van Sickle & Anderson, S.C. 

Suite 801 

25 West Main Street 

Madison WI 53703-3398 

 

 



Docket E999/CI-03-802 

 

Jerry Larsen 

HPC-LLC 

4610 IDS Center 

80 S. 8
th
 Street 

Minneapolis MN 55402 

 

Douglas R. Larson 

Power System Engineering, Inc. 

Suite 250 

12301 Central Avenue NE 

Blaine MN 55434 

 

Robert S. Lee 

Mackall Crounse & Moore Law Offices 

1400 AT&T Tower 

901 Marquette Avenue 

Minneapolis MN 55402-2859 

 

Scot McClure 

Interstate Power and Light Company 

4902 North Biltmore Lane 

PO Box 77007 

Madison WI 53707-1007 

 

Jennifer Moore 

Alliant Energy Corporate Services Inc. 

200 First Street SE 

PO Box 351 

Cedar Rapids IA 52406-0351 

 

Andrew Moratzka 

Mackall, Crounse and Moore 

1400 AT&T Tower 

901 Marquette Avenue 

Minneapolis MN 55402 

 

Judy Poferl 

Xcel Energy Services, Inc. 

7
th
 Floor 

414 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis MN 55401-1993 

 

Christopher Sandberg 
LOCKRIDGE GRINDAL NAUEN & HOLSTEIN 

100 Washington Avenue South, Suite 2200 

Minneapolis MN 55401 

 

Beth H. Soholt 

Wind on the Wires 

Suite 203 

1619 Dayton Avenue 

St. Paul MN 55104-6206 

 

Eric F. Swanson 

Wintrhop & Weinstine 

Suite 3500 

225 South Sixth Street 

Minneapolis MN 55402-4629 

 

SaGonna Thompson 

Records Analyst 

Xcel Energy 

7
th
 Floor 

414 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN  55401-1993 

 

Phillip Zins 

Xcel Energy 

7
th
 Floor 

414 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis MN 55401-1993 

 

Kelly Hunter 

Manitoba Hydro 

820 Taylor Avenue 

Winnipeg MB R3C 2P4 

Canada 

 

Bruce Gerhardson 

Associate General Counsel 

Otter Tail Corporation 

215 South Cascade Street 

Fergus Falls, MN  56538-0496 

 

Bernadeen Brutlag 

Manager, Regulatory Services 

Otter Tail Power Company 

215 South Cascade Street 

Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0496 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA      ) 

                                                  ) SS. 

COUNTY OF OTTER TAIL  ) 

 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

 

 

 Re:  In The Matter of the Commission’s Investigation into the  

  Appropriateness of Continuing to Permit Cost Adjustments 

  Docket No. E999/CI-03-802 

 

 I, Jennifer Winningham-Floden, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say: 

 

 That on the 30
th

 day of April, 2007, I served the attached letter, on behalf of Otter Tail 

Power Company, on Dr. Burl W. Haar and Sharon Ferguson by e-filing and to all other persons 

on the attached service list by United States first class mail. 

 

 

 

       /s/ JENNIFER WINNINGHAM-FLODEN 

       Jennifer Winningham-Floden 

 

 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 30
th

 day April, 2007. 

 

 

 

/s/ RON L. SPANGLER, JR. 

Ron L. Spangler, Jr. 

Notary Public 

 

My Commission Expires on January 31, 2010. 

 


