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David R. Moeller 
Senior Attorney 
218-723-3963 
dmoeller@allete.com 

 
 
      May 16, 2016 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Daniel Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN 55101-2147 
 

Re: In the Matter of the Request by Minnesota Power for a Route Permit for the Great 
Northern Transmission Line 

 Compliance with Route Permit Order Point 4 – MISO Review  
MPUC Docket No. E015/TL-14-21 
 

 
Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
Minnesota Power files this letter in compliance with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s 
(“Commission”) April 11, 2016 Order Issuing Route Permit With Modifications for the Great 
Northern Transmission Line (“GNTL”).  Order Point 4 requested Minnesota Power undertake the 
following: 
 

Prior to actual project construction, Minnesota Power shall file a letter stating that the 
Regional Planning Authority/Planning Coordinator and the Transmission Planner have 
studied the triple-line corridor as permitted by the Commission and have determined or 
confirmed that the project conforms with applicable transmission system planning 
requirements and business practices including all applicable North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation (NERC) Reliability Standards. 
 

In compliance with this order point, Minnesota Power has consulted with the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator, Inc. (“MISO”).  MISO is the Regional Planning Authority/Planning 
Coordinator and the Transmission Planner for GNTL.  As detailed in the GNTL Certificate of Need 
docket (Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163), MISO and Minnesota Power have been coordinating planning 
for this project and evaluating overall system and reliability impacts since 2011.  See MISO Letter 
dated November 20, 2014 in Docket No. E015/CN-12-1163.  In addition, MISO’s Board of Directors 
included GNTL in MTEP2014 Appendix A. 
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Based on this ongoing consultation and an April 26, 2016, in-person meeting to review the GNTL 
triple-line corridor, Minnesota Power and MISO have confirmed that the triple-line corridor as 
permitted by the Commission and the overall GNTL project conforms with all applicable North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation (“NERC”) Reliability Standards, and no additional 
applicable transmission system planning requirements and business practices have been identified. 
Attached is a letter from MISO that summarizes the considerations that went into making this 
determination. Minnesota Power agrees with MISO’s interpretation of the matter. 

Further, Minnesota Power believes that this interpretation supports Minnesota Power’s consistent 
position that maintaining separation between the GNTL and the existing transmission lines in the 
triple-line corridor area, as accomplished by Minnesota Power’s proposed alignment through the area, 
is important for reliability. Minnesota Power’s proposed alignment maintains a minimum of 500 feet 
between the GNTL and the existing 500 kV line, and the area between the two lines will not be 
cleared. 

Please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information. 

 
      Yours truly, 
 

 
 

      David R. Moeller 
      Senior Attorney 
      Minnesota Power 
 

DPM:sr 
Attach. 

 











 
 
 
 
 
STATE OF MINNESOTA )    AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE VIA 
 ) ss    ELECTRONIC FILING AND 
COUNTY OF ST. LOUIS  )   U.S. MAIL 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 Susan Romans of the City of Duluth, County of St. Louis, State of Minnesota, 
says that on the 16th day of May, 2016, she served MISO's Letter to Minnesota Power in 
Docket No. E015/TL-14-21 on the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission and the 
Department of Commerce via electronic filing.  The remaining parties on the attached 
service list were served as indicated. 
 
 
       
       __________________________ 
       Susan Romans 

sromans
Susan Sig
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