
 
 
 
October 26, 2016 
 
 
Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101-2147 
 
RE: Response Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy 

Resources 
 Docket No. G022/M-16-494 
 
Dear Mr. Wolf: 
 
Attached are Response Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of 
Energy Resources (Department) in the following matter: 
 

Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc.’s Conservation Improvement Program Request for Cost 
Recovery (Petition) 

 
The Petition was filed on June 1, 2016 by: 
 

Kristine A. Anderson 
Corporate Attorney 
Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc. 
202 S. Main Street 
Le Sueur, MN 56068 
(888) 931-3411 

 
As discussed in greater detail in the attached Response Comments, the Department 
recommends that the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission) approve the 
Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc.’s Petition with modifications.  The Department is available to 
answer any questions that the Commission may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ DANIELLE WINNER 
Rates Analyst 
 
DW/ja 
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BEFORE THE MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
RESPONSE COMMENTS OF THE 

MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
DIVISION OF ENERGY RESOURCES 

 
DOCKET NO. G022/M-16-494 

 
 
 
I. BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY  
 
On June 1, 2016, Greater Minnesota Gas, Inc. (GMG or the Company) submitted a filing in 
the present docket entitled Conservation Improvement Program Request for Cost Recovery 
(Petition) to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission).  The Company’s 
Petition included: 
 

• A request to enact a Conservation Adjustment, also called a Conservation Cost 
Recovery Adjustment (CCRA); and 

 
• A proposed CCRA of $0.18/decatherm (Dth). 

 
The Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources (Department) 
submitted initial comments on August 31, 2016, and requested that the Company: 
 

• confirm that NGEA (Next Generation Energy Act) assessments for the full and correct 
amount were included in the 2015 CIP (Conservation Improvement Program) tracker; 
and 

• provide a proposed customer notification. 

The Department also proposed to recommend, upon receipt of the above information, the 
following to the Commission: 

 
1) approve Greater Minnesota Gas’s 2015 CIP tracker account activities as 

summarized in Table 2 in the Department’s August 31, 2016 Comments;  
 

2) require Greater Minnesota Gas to provide monthly data in all future CIP 
tracker/CCRA filings; 

 
3) approve the proposed CCRA of $0.18/Dth for all of Greater Minnesota Gas’s 

Minnesota customer classes, to be effective January 1, 2017, or on the first 
billing cycle in the next full month after Commission approval, whichever is   
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later.  The approval is conditioned on the Company submitting, within 10 days 
of the issue date of the Order in the present docket, a compliance filing with the 
relevant tariff sheets and necessary calculations that comply with the 
Commission’s determinations; and 

 
4) require the Company to submit annual CIP tracker and CCRA filings by May 1. 

 
The Company submitted Reply Comments on September 9, 2016.  In those Reply 
Comments, the Company noted that NGEA Assessments had not been included in the 
Company’s initial figures.  The Company provided an updated table that included NGEA 
assessments, but noted that it did not change the amount of the requested CCRA.  The 
Company also clarified information regarding the Company’s intent to request a financial 
incentive in future years, and also clarified that it does not currently have any CIP-exempt 
customers.  Finally, the Company was not opposed to the recommendations of the 
Department, and agreed to implement the recommended changes in future years.  On 
September 14, 2016, the Company submitted a final proposed customer notification. 
 
 
II. DEPARTMENT CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Department concludes that all issues have been resolved, and recommends that the 
Commission: 
 

1) approve Greater Minnesota Gas’s 2015 CIP tracker account activities as 
summarized in Table 2 of the Department’s August 31, 2016 Comments;  
 

2) require Greater Minnesota Gas to provide monthly data in all future CIP 
tracker/CCRA filings; 

 
3) approve the proposed CCRA of $0.18/Dth for all of Greater Minnesota Gas’s 

Minnesota customer classes, to be effective January 1, 2017, or on the first 
billing cycle in the next full month after Commission approval, whichever is 
later.  The approval is conditioned on the Company submitting, within 10 days 
of the issue date of the Order in the present docket, a compliance filing with the 
relevant tariff sheets and necessary calculations that comply with the 
Commission’s determinations; and 

 
4) require the Company to submit annual CIP tracker and CCRA filings by May 1. 

 
 
/ja 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that I have this day, served copies of the 
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified 
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly 
enveloped with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota. 
 
Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Response Comments 
 
Docket No. G022/M-16-494 
 
Dated this 26th day of October 2016 
 
/s/Sharon Ferguson 
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Tina Koecher tkoecher@mnpower.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St
										
										Duluth,
										MN
										558022093
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Kelly Lady kellyl@austinutilities.com Austin Utilities 400 4th St NE
										
										Austin,
										MN
										55912
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Martin Lepak Martin.Lepak@aeoa.org Arrowhead Economic
Opportunity

702 S 3rd Ave
										
										Virginia,
										MN
										55792
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John Lindell agorud.ecf@ag.state.mn.us Office of the Attorney
General-RUD

1400 BRM Tower
										445 Minnesota St
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012130
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Nick Mark nick.mark@centerpointener
gy.com

CenterPoint Energy 800 LaSalle Ave
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
SERVICE LIST

Pam Marshall pam@energycents.org Energy CENTS Coalition 823 7th St E
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55106

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
SERVICE LIST

Scot McClure scotmcclure@alliantenergy.
com

Interstate Power And Light
Company

4902 N Biltmore Ln
										PO Box 77007
										Madison,
										WI
										537071007

Electronic Service No SPL_SL__CIP SPECIAL
SERVICE LIST

John McWilliams jmm@dairynet.com Dairyland Power
Cooperative

3200 East Ave SPO Box
817
										
										La Crosse,
										WI
										54601-7227
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Brian Meloy brian.meloy@stinson.com Stinson,Leonard, Street
LLP

150 S 5th St Ste 2300
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402
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David Moeller dmoeller@allete.com Minnesota Power 30 W Superior St
										
										Duluth,
										MN
										558022093
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Andrew Moratzka andrew.moratzka@stoel.co
m

Stoel Rives LLP 33 South Sixth St Ste 4200
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55402
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Gary Myers garym@hpuc.com Hibbing Public Utilities PO Box 249
										
										Hibbing,
										MN
										55746
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Susan K Nathan snathan@appliedenergygro
up.com

Applied Energy Group 2215 NE 107th Ter
										
										Kansas City,
										MO
										64155-8513
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Carl Nelson cnelson@mncee.org Center for Energy and
Environment

212 3rd Ave N Ste 560
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401
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Samantha Norris samanthanorris@alliantene
rgy.com

Interstate Power and Light
Company

200 1st Street SE PO Box
351
										
										Cedar Rapids,
										IA
										524060351
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Gary Oetken goetken@agp.com Ag Processing, Inc. 12700 West Dodge Road
										P.O. Box 2047
										Omaha,
										NE
										681032047
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Audrey Partridge audrey.peer@centerpointe
nergy.com

CenterPoint Energy 505 Nicollet Mall
										
										Minneapolis,
										Minnesota
										55402
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Lisa Pickard lpickard@minnkota.com Minnkota Power
Cooperative

1822 Mill Rd
										PO Box 13200
										Grand Forks,
										ND
										582083200
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Bill Poppert info@technologycos.com Technology North 2433 Highwood Ave
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55119
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Dave Reinke dreinke@dakotaelectric.co
m

Dakota Electric Association 4300 220th St W
										
										Farmington,
										MN
										55024-9583
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Christopher Schoenherr cp.schoenherr@smmpa.or
g

SMMPA 500 First Ave SW
										
										Rochester,
										MN
										55902-3303
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Cindy Schweitzer Rott cindy.schweitzer@clearesu
lt.com

CLEAResult's S12637A Merrilee Rd.
										
										Spring Green,
										WI
										53588
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Anna Sherman anna.sherman@centerpoin
tenergy.com

CenterPoint Energy 505 Nicollet Mall
										PO Box 59038
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55459
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Ken Smith ken.smith@districtenergy.c
om

District Energy St. Paul Inc. 76 W Kellogg Blvd
										
										St. Paul,
										MN
										55102
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Leo Steidel N/A The Weidt Group 5800 Baker Rd
										
										Minnetonka,
										MN
										55345
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SERVICE LIST

Richard Szydlowski rszydlowski@mncee.org Center for Energy &
Environment

212 3rd Ave N Ste 560
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										55401-1459
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SaGonna Thompson Regulatory.records@xcele
nergy.com

Xcel Energy 414 Nicollet Mall FL 7
										
										Minneapolis,
										MN
										554011993
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Steve Tomac stomac@bepc.com Basin Electric Power
Cooperative

1717 E Interstate Ave
										
										Bismarck,
										ND
										58501
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Sharon N. Walsh swalsh@shakopeeutilities.c
om

Shakopee Public Utilties 255 Sarazin St
										
										Shakopee,
										MN
										55379
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Robyn Woeste robynwoeste@alliantenerg
y.com

Interstate Power and Light
Company

200 First St SE
										
										Cedar Rapids,
										IA
										52401
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Daniel P Wolf dan.wolf@state.mn.us Public Utilities Commission 121 7th Place East
										Suite 350
										St. Paul,
										MN
										551012147
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