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In the Matter of the Application of
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Route Permit for the MPL-Laporte 115Kv DOCKET NO: ET-6/TL-16-327
Transmission Line Project in Clearwater and
Hubbard Counties, Minnesota RESPONSE TO PETITION FOR
RECONSIDERATION
INTRODUCTION

Minnkota Power Cooperative. Inc. (“Minnkota”) submits this answer to the Petition for
Reconsideration, Rehearing and/or Amendment of the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission’s
(“Commission™) June 21, 2017 Order Issuing a Route Permit, which was submitted by Mr. Scott
Seeger (“Seeger”).

In the Commission’s Order, Minnkota was granted a Route Permit for its proposed route.
Seeger presented evidence and arguments at each stage of the proceeding beginning with the
Scoping Meeting, the Public Hearing as well as numerous written filings. Seeger also appeared at
the June 1, 2017 Commission meeting and was permitted by the Commission to offer testimony
and evidence. In Seeger’s Petition for Reconsideration, he seeks to offer evidence which was
available to him, with reasonable diligence, and should have been offered at a time prior to or
during the June 1, 2017 Commission Meeting. Additionally, he alleges that Minnkota (Mr. Craig
Bleth) was incorrect about an Environmental Survey performed on the land, but Seeger is simply
mistaken.

Minnkota disagrees with Seeger’s assertions, and respectfully requests that the
Commission deny the Petition, which raises no new issues or facts, fails to identify errors or
ambiguities, and offers no other persuasive reason to reconsider the order. Minnkota also
respectfully requests that the Commission deny the Petition without the need for a hearing or oral
argument.

DISCUSSION

A. Reconsideration Standard.

Minnesota Administrative Rule 7829.3000 lays out the process for filing a petition for
rehearing. The Commission has further stated that it will reconsider an order when (1) new issues
it has not yet considered are raised; (2) new facts not yet in evidence are presented for



consideration; (3) there are errors or ambiguities in the Commission’s order; or (4) the Commission
is otherwise persuaded to reconsider an order.! Additionally, Rule 7829.3000 Subp. 6 says “The
commission shall decide a petition for rehearing, amendment, vacation, reconsideration, or
reargument with or without a hearing or oral argument.”

B. Seeger’s Petition Fails to Meet the Reconsideration Standard.

None of the above criteria are met by Seeger’s Petition. He has raised no new issues, In
fact, he has simply restated the same issues in his Petition, which he has raised at each stage of the
Route Permit process. Seeger has raised no “new” facts which were unavailable at any time prior.
He has also raised an alleged error in testimony, but Sceger is incorrect. The two facts are
addressed below.

1. Affidavit of Donald Mitchell

Mr. Mitchell was provided notice at each stage of the process of his opportunities to have
his input on record. As discussed at the Commission meeting on June 1, 2017, Mr.
Mitchell’s only comment on the record was at the February 16, 2017 Public Hearing where
he provided brief testimony of his desire that the route follow public land, but he didn’t
specifically select a route preference. At the June 1, 2017 Commission Meeting, Mr.
Seeger suggested that Mr. Mitchell provided testimony at a Public Hearing in March saying
that he “did not want it out in front of them” (At approximately 1:12 of the Commission
Meeting testimony), but this was later found to be incorrect. There was discussion at the
Commission Meeting of landowner preference, of being back porch people or front porch
people, there was even some discussion about approving multiple, and even a new route to
give additional time to gain landowner input. (At approximately 2:14 of the hearing
testimony). Despite the above, the Commission appropriately considered all facts in the
record and approved Minnkota’s proposed route. It is also worth mentioning that despite
the fact that four new landowners are impacted by the Seeger 2 route, Seeger has only
offered an affidavit from one landowner. The preference of one landowner out of the four
potentially impacted landowners is hardly persuasive to reconsider an Order.

2. Statement of Craig Bleth

Seeger alleged in his Petition that Craig Bleth, Minnkota’s Environmental Manager,
offered incorrect testimony at the Commission Meeting. This isn’t true. Minnkota has not
completed any substantive environmental study/survey work. > Minnkota paid Mr. Don
Mitchell $100 to gain his permission to access his property to perform survey work. Prior
to the June 1, 2017 meeting, the work actually performed was simply a visual “wetlands
walk™ by a Minnkota consultant, and only because the consultant was in the area
performing work on Minnkota’s proposed route. While the work of this consultant does
represent some environmental work on the Seeger 2 Route, it is a very minor component

1in the Matter of Detailing Criteria and Standards for Measuring an Electric Utility's Good Faith Efforts in Meeting
the Renewable Energy Objectives Under Minn. $tat. § 216B.1691, ORDER AFTER RECONSIDERATION at 9, Docket
No. E999/CI-03-869 {Aug. 13, 2004).

2 See Affidavit of Craig Bleth.



in the overall environmental scope that Minnkota would need to perform to complete the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Environmental Report. Minnkota still believes
that any route other than our proposed route would result in a delay of several months for
the project.

Nothing that Seeger offers should otherwise persuade the Commission to reconsider its Order.

C. Seeger’s Petition Should be Dismissed Without Hearing or Oral Argument

Minnesota Rule 7829.3000 Subp. 6 says the Commission can act with or without a hearing.
As discussed at the Commission meeting, the project has already experienced delays. Also
discussed at the meeting is that Minnkota would experience several months of delays should a
different route be selected for the project. All of the issues and facts that could have been brought
to the June 1, 2017 meeting, should have been addressed then and there. Minnkota respectfully
requests that the Commission dismiss Seeger’s Petition for Reconsideration without a new hearing
or oral argument.

CONCLUSION

The Commission’s Order is supported by the ALJ’s Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law
and Recommendation. The Order is supported by the DOC’s Environmental Analysis. The Order
is supported by solid evidence properly in the record. The time to offer new evidence should have
passed after the June 1, 2017 Commission Meeting. Minnkota respectfully requests that Seeger’s
Petition be denied with no additional hearing or argument.

Dated July 21, 2017 Respectfully Submitted,

Jo arson
Staff Attorney
Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc.
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Craig Bleth, being first duly sworn on oath, deposes and states as follows:

1.

[ am the Environmental Manager for Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc. (“Minnkota™)
and I provided testimony at the Minnesota Public Utility Commission Meeting on June
1,2017.

[ offer this affidavit in response to Mr. Scott Seeger’s (*Seeger”) Petition for
Reconsideration,

In Seeger’s Petition, he wrote “Craig Bleth incorrectly stated that MinnKota Power had
not performed an Environmental study/survey of the land by the current pipeline
corridor...”, While it is true that I made such a statement, 1 was not incorrect.

To date, a single wall-through was made along the Seeger 2 portion of the pipeline
corridor to obtain a preliminary wetlands survey, In fact, Minnkota had an outside
consultant in the area for other wetlands work and requested to have that section
preliminarily evaluated for wetlands. It was an effort to get a small head start if the
Comimnission selected that route,

Seeger and Mitchell state that Mr. Mitchell was paid $100.00 to have a survey
performed, and this is correct. Mr. Mitchell signed a survey permission form and was
paid $100 in May of 2017, however, the entirety of any environmental or other survey
work that would be necessary has not been completed.

The additional evaluations of the co-locate portion of the Seeger 2 route needed for
approval from the USDA Rural Utility Services include:
a. Lvaluation of general land use



b. Vegetation

¢. [Formally classilied lands

d. Floodplains

e. Wetlands

f. Water Quality

g. Threatened and Endangered Species
h. Fish and Wildlife Resources
i. Rare Natural Features

j.  Cultural Resources

k. Air Quality

. Aesthetics

m. Transportation

n. Noise, Radio and Television Interference
0. Human Health and Safety

p. Sociceconomic and Community Resources

7. Furthermore, Minnkota would need to perform additional formal consultations with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA/Natural Resources Conservation Service, the
Army Corps of Engineers, the MN DNR and the Minnesota State [Historic Preservation
Office for the co-locate portion of Seeger 2.

8. As stated at the Commission Meeting on June 1, 2017, 1o select any route other than
the proposed route at this time would cause several months of delay, further delaying a
project that has already experienced numerous delays.

FURTHER YOUR AFFIANT SAYETH NOT,

V 7’
wor Btk

Craig Blefl{
Environmental Manager

Subscribed and sworn te before me
This &7 day of July, 2017,

BECKY DOLLINGER
Notary Public
y State of North Dakotg
¥ My Commlssion Expires May 9, 2

“oaley Tl &;aé; o

. 02
Notary Public .




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

In the Matter of the application of Minnkota
Power Cooperative, Inc. for a Route Permit

for the MPL-Laporte 115 kV HVTL Project
in Clearwater and Hubbard Counties, MN

MPUC Docket Number: ET-6/TL-16-327

Joel L. Larson, of Grand Forks, North Dakota, being duly sworn on oath, states that on July 21,
2017 he e-filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission via eDockets
(www.edockets.state.mn.us) the following:

1. Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc.’s Response to Petition for Reconsideration;
2. Affidavit of Craig Bleth.

A copy has also been served in accordance with the attached service list of record.

@arson




181 801ABG 00

SPezl
AN
‘Apejosusyng

RIDIEO 2265118 440 aN JOIAIDG DIL0NDS|T cLb-2€ BpIR Py oAy b JolEp DUE J2Mod 39 woo sb@raynnp oo Byxnng Kog
SZPLZOPSS
_ lery aamsg 00 {2218 YIS BROS 00T
=IO /2891 1S 440 ON SOIAISG DIHONOBIT 000y 3ung| v uoiAg g uosiupaly woo"meipelBzmelp ZMesQ "3 uyor
0£LZL0LSS
N
‘red 1S
_ s eomes 00 1S 2IoSaUUIN Sht any-Esusn SN'UW‘Y}
[eRo £Z€-91 1S 440 ON TIAIDG MUQNRIIT jamel g ookl Aauiony a3 00 Y[enuapisays uosgo] ue|
Zy0ss
N
‘owig axe
_ 13098 00 200
RO 22891 1S 440 oN B0IAI9G DIUCHI3I] #11 %08 Od 1BEAN UBDLIBUY YHON B1o omeudrs|imb Iano0sn obloagy
LO9SS
NI
“fpssg
_ IS 80M3g 00 W
[BIOMO 228917187430 oN 20IMSG SONOBIZ | MG B SNEMSD 38 05T Buysiy| copewb@buysyeueIduyof suRID uyop
G065
NI
“J3)1s8yo0y
1517 3098 00
B0 LZE-9L 1S 330 ON B0IMBG OIUORDBIT | TN PROY JAA ISPT 000F|  SAUNN AMANg Asayooy Bi0'ndi@yoooq §oeD wa
26¥LZ0PSS
NN
jodeauury
_ 18] 80eg 00 19248 YIS YInos 06 w
IO L2681 IS 440 oN BVIAIBT DILUONOT 0051 Ang d71 Aeupyps 3 Aesiog| oxAasiop@malpueumelq umolg malpuy g
LSS
NN
‘sijodeaudnyy
_ 1811301095 00 COG NS § 9AY BIUSY L0/ woao
[BIRBOTLZE-0L IS 440 oN BUIBS DONRIIF | JBUBD SO SHIH LOPID “au) *Bupaauibuz YoH | upu@eNsuUossIqeByorY ENEIIL T 4 ellsuopy
Z0v55
N
‘sippdesuunyy
_ 817 83eg 50 00£Z 2ung w
1BI0O 2691 1S 240 oN BANISG ANUCIBYT 123NS UKl UIN0S 051 47 19RAS peuca uosuls | oo uesuns@puenlag sauel pueIpag T sawer
YELTLOLGS
N
‘ned s
_ 1s1380meg 50 1S ROSAULIN St 20Q-jessuag snu
1BI0O™ 22891 187450 oN 20IMIBS SO Jame | WHS 0081 Aawony ay; 40 200 | waeis Be@uosiepuy ayny uosIapuy ey
SLIEN 1517 900G 131095 BpBs ] MIIA poulepy Alaaieq SSIPPY auenN Auedwon liewg JWEN 15e7 auleN 15y




S5LS6
NN
neg IS NOILYLHOdSNYYL
_1SIT20M98 00 40 INIWLEYIa
[BOYO LZE-01 1S J40 oN 309G AU0N2ST ‘PAIG PUBE UUYOr GEE VLOSINNIN| sruwsies@usioioeisg [Tt Roerg
LOLYS
[
‘aagD neg
1817 9%A435 2D Jasng WAy €061 IAA LIDISOMUMON
RO 22E-9L 1S 440 oN SOIMIBS DIUOACE] goung 10 UCRBID0SSY 'SI0)|RaY B0 mmuesBaoniq Bury aomg
0616-0pESS
NIN
‘BUIDB
_ IsrIsoMeg 0D SN U
B0 2ZE-9L 1S 430 an F0IBE AU0HT $Z PROY AINOS 2507 euipayy 10 AN [ “eupawrin@uosdyorpoag uosuyor Roos
20V55
N
‘sijodestunpy
i8] a0sg 05 1wang Ytz s 08
B0 2289118 240 oN DOAIBG DIOTT 128D SO 002Z|  "w'd 'vebiopy pue sBEug woy sBBuq@Bulsta Buiua BuBfeA
Prazss
N
‘siodeauunn
_ s soineg 00 WO
#OBO /ZE-8L 1S 240 oN BUAIDG DRIONTS|Z AV UOSIPEW 103/ 2u| ‘Yos L0493 -{ejolpaa@yNonyd Aeay sapeyn
0Z90791.58
ejoSIULINY
‘ined uleg
_ s eameg 00 sBulespy
B0 228-9L 18 440 SaA F0IIDG HUOIRDIT 0269 xo8 Od AMENSIIIPY 10 320 | snuwrsiesBmzibplesus eI pletswuz
9Z0PE5995
NP
._u._mr_Ov}m
i8I soRg 00
[RRWGTIZE9L I8 440 oN 801AIBG 2031 BAY PIEST LOBEY Wox'|aAGE | gabey IPIRLGID) W ualey]
TLLOG
N
‘uoelg
_18r130m8g 00 ‘wio?) ewdeiaasg
fenwo 2ze-gl 1S 240 oN OIAISG JIUOKIB(T| | BIS any Aempeoig LOKZ leucifisy 1s8myINCs Broapams@aspiyd J3lpaly ageuny
86LZLOLSS
NI
‘ned jles
1817 8dinag 0D sn”
[eBy0 2Ze-91 18 440 o D2AISE DRI0NIB|S 087 218 3 998id U3/ 681  S0MEUW0D) J0 Wuswpeda] | uursjelsiucsnbiapuoieys yosnbiag ucieysg
ZOVSS
NI
'sifodeauupy
_1SI1301M98 0D 00Zy 2ing
B0 42698 1S 240 ON S0IIST DONDIIZ 183G YIS YINog €5 211 seary 8015 wooso)siorze) eLe olzed ewwsy
aweN ISt 3uneg 181085 apel] M3IA Dogla _,Cm>=mQ T SSIRPRY aweN _mcmaEOU Hews auieN Jse BLUEN 18114




PGS
N
‘sHodesuuy
005 aung
1817 22025 D0 YOS ANUBAY BIUSY LOZ
[BIOWGTIZE-9L IS 440 oN SRS JUCHI3|T 009 aung U WAH|  wessuppuBiaud eabue Jauld efbuy
90655
N
BTN
181 2035 30
[BIGTLZE9L TS 440 ON 2mAIDg DuCIORIR] 3N suST ABMULION 6011 081 18007 341 Biorpgy magipdly uosisieg uiAS
99055
N
‘B poy
1817 80IMES DD Eellle}
[0 £Ze-91 1S 40 ON |OIBS O1H0)05(T SNUIAY ISV OLLL | MET] puspaag - upaeha Buospsiebai@puepsao puelsag v |olen
£0LSS
NV
‘ined jules
181 801G 00 woopooy
[BOWOT L2691 1S 440 ON 20iIBg owoNoag 0LP 91515 Hed 575 Yd POoH 3 Auayely -Ruayey@snuyfums SAYAN uBAAIS
Z0v55
NV
‘sijodesuunpg
1517 2013 0D w
[0 22891 IS 440 oN SOMIBS DWOIBIT L 00TF IS 1S WIS WINOS £E o171 Sany 1201 | 00" POISDIENZIRICW MAIPUR exzie0p MADUY
£2095
NV
win Man
ISt 801JaS 00 s80N0SEY
B0 2891718 440 oN 0BG AN S Gl AMH 492 [einyen J0 uawedaq; s UL B} ISTEIUOXAL UIASY UOXIN Lt
Z07ss
Ny
‘siodeauung
381 8a1Bg 9D a1
1RIOWOTIZE-9L 718 440 o UIBG DONOAT OOET RIS IS WG S OSL|  19auig “paeuosTUOSUNG | woouosuls@ojsurueny Koy weug
pOLES
N
‘ined jles
1817 30185 00 woom
felow0 2z28-91 18 430 oN FOIAITS 200D any AGles 1964 sE0lE0 meT] sbueysn Jsnp ] ejaliueysisnf@lsaqesoewid S8qeIep ened
29055
N
JUNDWIBSCH
_ B someg 00 SMTUW
B0 L2891 18 340 oN B0IABG HUCHI|TF MIS WISPL 6482 wnowsserp@sInbpuwy 1sinbpury uzy
Ssies
NN
ined jules
1817 990398 00 Aousby
leryO 22e-91 1S 440 ON AUAIBG NUCHOD|] Py aNeAele] 0ZS [OHUGD UDHNJO NN SN° U SJEISTBIcHT UBIey JBWOLY uaten
SWEN 1817 228G 18i09G Spel) MIIA poyisg Ew.)m_mn_ SSRIp0Y aenN >CNQEOU e SUWEeN 1S SUIeN (SN




2L.pB9EsS

N
“aA0l) ajdep
151 99138 D0 pleasineg w
{BI0W0 LZ6-917 1S 440 oN SAIAIDG LONZB(T WaeID) Wi QOsZL ABaaug Jany 12000 | 03 ABsusB@Biaqeyoaisw Biagienosis anuA
SLPSS
NN
‘sijodeauuyy
1817 a0jAEg 00 L0t |ng ooy
'IOWO /ZE-81L 1S 430 ON SOLIDT JUDISIF | YINOG SNusAy UUNdY L0/ se[gEmaURY BeIpIad]| 2IBICIIEQDINSION0S Wepe pisioog wiepy
LOY9S
Ny
‘propuelg
15 B0AIBG D SI0JOrdISUcTy w
OO L2861 1S 440 ON S0IAIBG DIUONDDT UHON 126 AMH BLEEL 1o1npuoy |euonen | couopNnpuosieuogeUMO} uomNIS wo )
29SS
NN
‘sjodeauuy
187 BOWIBG 1D wo
[BRBQ 2ZEoL 1S 440 ON 3NAIST DIL0N09T DUBIHO GZH 0°JUNGLIRISTLBYBUS CIAED layeug plagQ]
LEPSS
NW
‘uoyBuiioolg
18] BOIABS DD Ay uojBuicoig M 00LE w
PO L2861 18 440 oN 80135 Q100313 IZLOIS]  SSIRPOSSY puv XIpPRUG| 0oppeysjauel@xippeys! Buiq xippeys Jouer
10095
NI
‘oreuEp
1517 S0IAIBE DD Q0€ 24ng oo dif
[BOWO ™ LZE-9) 1S 240 oN FUAIDG DIUOIOD|] 1S ABOIH 3 611 dnoig g9 ~SIB)IBYTBWINYIS PO Jaygewnyag poy
0290-F915S
NI
ned g
1817 929G O sBuuesy sHTuw
IBRIO T LZE-91 18 240 LETY BAAIBG NUOI0RT 029+ 09 Od SANRASILILIPY o 320 | “Slestlenejuos sngeng Japeiyos angeme
STPSS
NV
‘ucibuoo|g
"3 TPAIG UBSHIWY LOLY
ISI7 aMAIBg N SO PISI SAOAIBG aoindBg A
[BOUI0 " L2801 TS 440 ON BUAIG DEOIAIT [eB01003 S tim] 1A PUB ysiZ g | obsmi@ennayy sieBien apnaiy ouebian
20295
N
“wojaddy
187 90188 DD
B0 L2601 1S 340 oN SOINIDG DILOISE|T ZZ4 %08 Od aut'gING wod'geunoydsiwaliie; weligey Aue
aluep; 181 oMUDg 191295 IpEI] MAIN - pouss Alsnlag s520ppY awep Augduion 12wy Fwep 15 Swep 1584




ApLZL0LES
NI
ned 15
1817 30MBg 00 05€ aUNg
B0 22017187 440 oN SOIAG DRI 15€3 2081d UL LEL] UOISSIULIOD SaulN 2lignd SIruw SIS @yom uep Ho d [etueq
0055159
BJOS8UUIN
‘ned 18
817 S01388 A0 4z xog $92.N089Y [EINEN sn'u
[BOW0 2289118 440 534 MBS DLON0EIT peoy aneheie: 00G] 10 WalpEedag BOSaULA | W RIRISEIRYDSTIEM BIYIUAD BUDBZIBAN BIYIUAD
629Z-Ci095
NI
‘yued enig
181 018G 00 Aouaby Jamod [edounpy
om0 42801 18 440 oN FUAIBG JUONIEIT 15 9A0ID T ST ejosauuly eRuan | BiordnolBsedwoiiessis uosduwsoy | LT
QLLLS
I,
‘UosIpERY
1517 82188 D0 271 Auedwog
IO JZE-aL 18T 440 oN 0BG DIMONGI]T 10 20 usd £08S LOSSILISUR | UEsUaLy wed oj|sef@yoipey unhpe | ppo
629F20rSS
NN
‘stiodeauuny
1517 90185 DD imoy ejaden
IO /2693 18 340 ON B0IBY 010281 00SE IS IS YIS § 622 aujsupn g donguipy | wod doigpam@ucsuemsa UOSUBMS 2u3
£085S
NN
‘yining
1507 9viMag 5O €0} 8uns eltl
[BIOWO L2691 1S 340 ON BIAIBG DONIBT py Aleaes 5 Lp6e]  ‘seapaag Buddew Axinn SIrisWNE@nIogems) plogems woy
LZEGY
NI
‘spiodeueipu]
1817 32IM35 30
[BIRIYOT 2291 1S 440 oN oopag owoneald]  any poomabpy seg goL 12601 DS uRgoibags@bwske wyong ued
811p60E55
N
*anoln) aldep
_ 18] s01miBg 00 pieAsnog
[0 2288118 420 oN SDAIBS DHICHORT Nas10) Wi QOEZ L ABlauz sany Jearn | woo ABIsuaiB@snionsw EgHUHTS ey
tOrss
NN
‘siiodeauuiy
61
_ 1817991885 0D ferad o IapEMUBIRE s LIS
[0 £76-0L7 18 440 opn aowag Jadey A)NS § AAY PUOIAS OLE Uy 18lep uEd|T) R Elel HOANMIUIG new
e 15 201198 1SS BHBI MBI poulapy Assalag C SSRIPPY swep fuedwor pEwWwY awep 1se7i SN 15112




OL3L0
YN
APy
1517 3%BS O 0ZZ OUNg eauauty
BIWO 4Ze-9L TS 440 oN B0IBG JUOIRRIT AU DAL ||  UMON Jomod usalg jsug] wooleus@uabuluensuey uabury uea sueH
aweN 1811 IVIAeS 121085 ape1 ) MAIA pouRW Aealleg SS3IPPY sweN Auedwon Jews awiep) 3587 awen 1sily




