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 Tricia DeBleeckere 
 Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
 121 7th Place E, Ste. 350 
 St. Paul, MN 55101 
 (Via E-Filing) 
Aurora Distributed Solar Project  
Docket # IP6928/GS-14-515  
Information Request 
 
 
Mrs. DeBleeckere, 
 
Aurora Distributed Solar, LLC ( Aurora ) respectfully submits the below additional responses as 
requested by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commiss July 12, 2017.  
 
9. Provide an update on the status and use of the Barr Engineering Environmental Inspectors. Provide 

an update on how Aurora is ensuring terms and conditions of the 
and VMP are being complied with and by what personnel. 

 
 Barr was contracted by Aurora to conduct environmental inspections and as additional 

support to fulfill the requirements of the AIMP/VMP 

 Construction Permits during the construction phase of the project.  

compliance with the site permit, the AIMP/VMP and the NPDES Construction Permits.  Barr 
conducts inspections, trains Aurora staff to conduct inspections, and provides audits of 
necessary compliance measures.   
 
The current contract with Barr coincides with the anticipated completion of construction 
activities, which are ongoing, but will be substantially completed in the near term.  Aurora 

environmental inspection and NPDES support
purposes as construction is completed and the project moves into the post-construction 
operation phase. At 
performing environmental inspections, including Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

he end 
of 2017, with the anticipation that those services will continue to be assessed for contract 
renewal as required until the 16 facilities have reached the necessary levels of stabilized 
permanent vegetation r the NPDES construction 
permits (see response to item 12 below regarding NOTs).  
 
As summarized in the weekly construction updates filed by Aurora, restoration activities at 
the sites have continued based on regular feedback and guidance from Minnesota Native 

MNL  regarding appropriate timing for restoration activities, including the 
application of the permanent vegetative seed mixes at each site.  Aurora contracted with 
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MNL, as a restoration specialist, to complete the restoration activities in accordance with the 
AIMP/VMP.  To that end, MNL is responsible for AIMP/VMP 

required activities such as; de-compaction, stormwater best management practice 
maintenance and repair, temporary seeding, invasive vegetation management, and 
permanent seeding. Coordination of those activities continues to be conducted through 

 civil site lead who has also been the individual responsible for coordinating with the 
third party Ag Monitor, hired by Aurora to conduct agricultural inspections pursuant to the 
requirements of the AIMP/VMP, and is also responsible for providing the weekly AIMP/VMP 
tracker updates that have been filed into the above mentioned eDocket for the Project as 
requested by PUC staff.   

 
 

10. Provide an update regarding which personnel is contracted or assigned to conduct SWPPP 
inspections. 

 
 Aurora has in-house staff who have been trained by Barr to conduct the required NPDES 

inspections at the sites in accordance with the NPDES construction permits and the various 
facilities Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP). Approval of the revised contract 
with Barr is anticipated within the next week. Aurora anticipates that, pursuant to the revised 
contract, Barr will replace Aurora personnel and will conduct the SWPPP inspections through  
the end of 2017.  If permanent vegetation is not established by the end of 2017 to file NOTs 
(as described in response 12 below), then Aurora will again revisit the need to extend or 
renew the contract with Barr, or another qualified SWPPP contractor, to complete the 
necessary SWPPP inspections until the NOTs have been filed for each site.  
 
 

11. Provide status updates on the latest weekly reports and compliance trackers. 
 
 Please refer to Attachment 1 which is the most recent weekly construction and AIMP update. 

These reports were filed on Thursday, July 27th  20177-134306-01 and 
20177-134306-02).  
 

 
12. Provide information on whether any Notice of Terminations (NOTs) have been submitted to the 

MPCA and whether there are anticipated dates for filing any site NOTs. Any NOTs that are submitted 
in the future for any of the sites should also be filed in the Commissio
days of submittal to the MPCA. 
 

 NOTs under the NPDES construction permit authorizations will be filed with the MPCA once 
all requirements of Parts IV.G.1 4. of the Minnesota NPDES/SDS Construction Stormwater 
General Permit have been met. 
prior to filing the NOTs.  For example, Final Stabilization cannot be achieved until all soil 
disturbing activities are completed and all soils are stabilized by a uniform perennial 
vegetative cover with a density of 70 percent of its expected final growth density or other 
equivalent means necessary to prevent soil failure under erosive conditions.  At this time, the 
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sixteen Aurora facilities do not meet those criteria. Aurora will continue to monitor the sites 
and perform the necessary restoration and maintenance of the sites until those standards are 
achieved and the NOTs can be filed. Aurora will concurrently file all NOT requests with the 
Commission, as requested. 
 
 

13. Provide an update summary of the work conducted by Minnesota Native Landscapes (MNL) at each 
of the project sites during 2017. Detail what reseeding work has occurred, by site, and the length of 
time spent by MNL at each site and how much of that time was spent seeding or managing weeds. 
 
Provide an update on the status of each site in regard to weed control and reseeding, either 
temporary or permanent reseeding. 
 
Provide a summary of the planned work by MNL at each project site for the months of August, 
September and October and how that correlates to the proper reseeding timing needed to establish 
prairie habitat. 
 
Detail any issues faced at each project site in regard to reseeding and re-vegetation and the planned 
methods for corrective action. 
 
Provide a copy of the entire contract between Aurora and MNL for services. 
 

 As requested, entire contract with Minnesota Native Landscapes is provided as 
Attachment 2. In addition, Aurora has included all of the weekly schedule updates provided 
by our site construction staff for the work by MNL in 2017.  These weekly construction 
updates also provide the status of weed control, temporary seeding and permanent seeding 
activities at each site. Currently MNL is continuing the seeding operations as site and climate 
conditions allow. At present, temporary seeding has been completed at all 16 sites, except 
for the areas that are still be disturbed due to civil restoration activities.  Those areas will be 
seeded with temporary and/or permanent seed mixes as soon as disturbance activities are 
completed and conditions allow (as determined by MNL).  MNL has also applied permanent 
seeding at 11 of the 16 sites.  Aurora has been relying on the expertise of MNL to dictate 
when this activity will need to be stopped, or resumed, depending on climate conditions that 
may or may not be suitable for seeding the permanent vegetation. Similarly, Aurora will 
coordinate with MNL to determine when permanent seeding on the remainder of the sites 
may resume in the fall when air temperatures are lower and the likelihood of seed 
germination success is enhanced. In addition, MNL continues to support the project on 
vegetative maintenance and control of invasive species. This is currently being accomplished 
through a combination of mechanical mowing and herbicide application. Since the spring of 
2017, multiple rounds of herbicide application have been completed at all sites where 
invasives have been identified, supported by the mowing activities, which are intended to limit 
seed production as the invasives begin to flower. Aurora intends to continue to utilize the 
support of MNL throughout the restoration process. 
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Aurora appreciates the opportunity to provide the requested information. Should you have any additional 
questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at any time. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Hans P. van Lingen 
HSEQ Manager, North America- 
Construction 
Health, Safety, Environment & Quality 
Enel Green Power North America, Inc. 
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l                                Aurora Solar Project Memo 
To:   Suzanne Steinhauer, MN Dept of Commerce  

From:   Frankie Lea Sr, Enel Green Power Project:  Aurora Solar Project  

CC:   Hans van Lingen, Enel Green Power; Bob Patton, MDA; Cynthia Warzecha, MN DNR; Cezar 
Panait, MN PUC 

Date:   07/25/2017   

RE: Weekly Project Update Summary for 07/17/2017  07/22/2017 

Construction Activity Overview: 

Site This Week  Anticipated Next Week  

Albany Demob  

Annandale SWPPP maintenance; Correcting punch 
list items; 

Mowing 

Atwater SWPPP maintenance; Correcting punch 
list items; 

Spraying 

Chisago SWPPP maintenance;  

Dodge Center Mowing SWPPP 

Eastwood SWPPP maintenance; Correcting punch 
list items; 

SWPPP maintenance 

Hastings Correcting punch list items; Mowing 

Lake Emily Correcting punch list items;  

Lake Pulaski Correcting punch list items;  MNL Spraying / Cubitech, Premise 

Lawrence Creek Seeding  SWPPP maintenance 

Montrose SWPPP maintenance; Correcting punch 
list items; 

Mowing 

Paynesville Correcting punch list items; Pile 
remediation; Security system install; Site 
cleanup 

MNL Spraying / Punch Pout List 

Pine Island Correcting punch list items; Drain tile 
repair 

MNL Mowing / Premise 

Waseca Site cleanup; Removing laydown yard Finale Seeding 

West Faribault Mowing SWPPP maintenance 

West Waconia Site cleanup; Finale seeding completed Premise 

 
 

Environmental:  
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Please see the updated AIMP Compliance Tracker compiled by Native Range Resources with concerns 
addressed by Enel, Blattner, IEA, MNL and numerous other subcontractors. 

Aurora continues to provide updates to the inspector, either through pictures or site visits, and continues to 
work with the inspector to seek concurrence of those items in a timely manner. 

 

General Information: 

No issues to report. 
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Photos: 

  

Seeding at Lake Emily Security system install at Montrose 

  

Seed taking hold at West Faribault Seeding the laydown yard at Montrose 

  

Hydrovac at Waseca Pile remediation at Paynesville 

  

Seed taking hold at Montrose Security system install at Paynesville 
 
























