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MR. DAVI D Bl RKHOLZ: My nane is David
Birkholz and I'm wel comi ng you here to the public
information neeting for the Nobles 2 Wnd Project
site permt review. And that's why we're here,
we're fromthe state, and ny col | eagues w ||
i ntroduce thenselves. Again, |'mwth the
Departnment of Commerce, Energy Environnental Review
and Analysis. And so we're one section of that.
Again, ny colleague wll explain that nore as we go.

|"mjust up here to take a quick mnute
to thank you for com ng out and to not bypass the
fact that we didn't do the first notice correctly.
And | understand that sonme people were here on the
15th, and we had to change that because we had to
neet the state laws for how the notice is going, but
it didn't get carried out, that the notice was sent
to all the people to not show up to that neeting.

So |l don't want to let that go by w thout
actually apologi zing for that, for those of you who
cane out that night. But I'"'mreal pleased that this
crowd has showed up tonight, and |I'm going to get
that on the table and let the -- let the rest of the
eveni ng progress.

We're going to have sone introductions

and sonme infornmation about the project and then the

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

night will be about getting your coments that we
can take back.

So thank you very much. ['Ill turn this
over to M ke Kal uzni ak, or M chael Kal uzni ak, of the
Public Utilities Conmm ssion.

MR. M KE KALUZN AK: Thank you, Davi d.

Good eveni ng, everybody. M chael
Kal uzni ak, M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion.
hope you don't mind if | don't use this podi um down
here, | probably project a little better on ny feet.

"1l be really brief tonight. There are
copies of this presentation. |[|If you' re anything
like ny famly, you probably won't find this as
interesting as | do. But we'll briefly run through
t he overview of the certificate of need and site
permt application processes.

The Departnent of Commerce, our sister
agency that helps with the environnental review as
well as sone of the admnistrative stuff for
processing these applications will explain their
work on the draft site permt and the environnental
report for the project. Nobles 2 Power Partners,
Tenaska, will be here to tal k about the project
information and, lastly and nost inportantly, we

want feedback from you, answering your questions, we
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want to hear your concerns for the draft site permt
and the environnental report.

This is sone background on the project
itself. There's copies of this map in the back as
well. There are two things that the Applicant w ||
need fromthe Conm ssion to build the project.

| should nention, the Comm ssion is a
five-nenber body. |'ma staff person, not a
conmm ssioner. They work under the open neeting | aws
so they don't make deci sions behind cl osed doors, we
have all our neetings in public. W build a record
on our website for your review, all of these
docunents are there forever, so if you ever need any
of those, feel free to contact us or | ook around for
the materials online if you have questions or woul d
like to find sonething.

Again, two things that they need to
obtain fromthe Conm ssion are a certificate of need
and a site permt. GCenerally speaking, a
certificate of need is a determ nation of need,
whet her the project is needed and in the public's
best interest and ratepayers' interest, whether it
makes sense electrically and so forth, as well as
determ ning the size, type, and timng of the

project itself.
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Secondly, a site permit application is a
docunent that authorizes the project itself. It
i ncludes a | ot of descriptions about the project
boundari es and pernmt conditions and so forth. And
there are copies of a tenplate docunent in the back
that you may want to take hone wth you that
identify sone of the typical types of permts that
we ook at. And if you have ideas about what shoul d
be there in terns of permt conditions, |et us know,
we have forns back there as well, Charley can point
those out to you. Charley Bruce, in the white shirt
back there, is our public advisor, his job is to
hel p you participate in the project.

So the purpose of the neeting again is to
collect information fromthe public for the
environnental report for the certificate of need and
preparation for a draft site permt. This is a |long
algorithmflow chart, | won't go through it, you're
wel cone to take it honme and read it. |If you have
any questions while I"'mhere |'mhappy to try to
answer, | won't bore everybody with that, but these
are the statutes and rul es and process.

Basically, an application is reviewed by
the Comm ssion. |t undergoes a draft site permt

devel opnent. This is sinply where the site permt
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is devel oped. There are public hearings. W'IIl be
back here probably several nonths fromnow wth a
draft site permt and comments for review, as well
as a draft -- or an environnental report for
anal ysis, and have a public hearing with an
adm ni strative | aw judge and take conments on those
things as well before the Conm ssion makes its
deci si on.

|'"ve added this slide because this
project has that certificate of need conponent and
not all wind projects do. It's fairly
straightforward, there's an application review
again. You see it splits off into two separate
tracks. There's a comment and reply period on the
nerits of the certificate of need application, and
t here shoul d be copi es around here for you as well
to revi ew.

Then there will be a joint public hearing
Wth the site permt. Again, an admnistrative | aw
judge report cones to the Comm ssion and the
Conmmi ssion will nake a decision based on the record
t hat we devel op here.

Sone | anguage about the state's policy on
protection and how we nake our decisions. These are

sone of the things that we would | ook at when we
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would | ook at permit conditions |like we're required
to do.

These are the questions that are fromthe
notice itself. |If you take nothing else hone with
you today, renenber the date March 20th, that's when
your comments are due initially. |It's better to
have your comments early in the process than | ater.
We'll have a draft site permt issued and have that
avai l able for review as well, but if you get your
comments in earlier we have nore tine to consider
themand it's easier for everybody to get theminto
the project if they' re appropriate.

D fferent ways to submt coments. The
comments should go to David Birkholz at the
Departnent of Comrerce. Here's his address and
contact information. That's nme, that's Charl ey.
This is David and Jame. Scott and Jereny are from
the project and they will tell you nore.

And t hank you very nuch, appreciate you
com ng out.

MR, SCOTT SEIER Al right. Good
eveni ng, everybody. Wile Jereny is swi tching over
on the presentations, 1'll just start off first off
by thanki ng everybody for joining us here this

eveni ng and extend ny apol ogies for the neeting that
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was rescheduled fromthe 15th to tonight. M ke,
David, Jam e, thank you as well, and Charl ey.

Thank you as well for comng out this
evening. W're very happy to have this opportunity
here to share with you nore informati on about
Tenaska as well as the Nobles 2 Power Project.

My nane again is Scott Seier, |I'ma vice
president wth Tenaska's strategic devel opment and
acqui sitions group. | have several nenbers of the
Nobl es 2 team here with nme. Joe Penatara (phonetic)
fromour environnental services is here to ny right.
Jereny Duehr, our project counsel. | have Kinberly
Ross fromour public affairs group. From PRC W nd,
our devel opnent partners, Jay Rani er (phonetic)

Bri an Amerman (phonetic) and Eric Hanson -- there he
is, Eric Hanson from Westwood. Wstwood has been
heavily involved in a nunber of the environnental
studies of the project as well as preparation of the
site permt application. So feel free to grab any
of us for any questions or anything that you may
have for us.

This evening |'mgoing to share a bit of
i nformati on about Tenaska as well as infornmation
about the Nobles 2 project. | do want to start off

just by perhaps explaining a bit about the
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rel ati onshi p between Tenaska and Nobl es 2.

Tenaska, the conpany that | work for, is
the owner of the Nobles 2 project, Nobles 2 Power
Partners. You may hear ne refer to that project as
either Nobles 2 or the Nobles 2 Wnd Project.

For clarity, Nobles 2 is the conpany that
owns the -- that owns the -- that wll own the
project assets itself, it's the Applicant for the
site permt, it's the Applicant for the certificate
of need, and it's the entity that holds the | eases
and wi nd easenents that we have with our | andowners.

Here's sone basic infornmation about
Tenaska. The conpany was founded in 1987. W're
based i n Omha, Nebraska. W have grown from a
smal | power plant devel oper to a | eader in power
generation and energy nmarketing. Today we're one of
the |l argest private i ndependent energy conpanies in
the United States. W have established oursel ves as
a |l eader in the devel opnent, design, financing,
constructi on, ownership, and operation of natural
gas fuel ed and renewabl e energy power plants. W
have devel oped approxi nately 10, 000 negawatts of
power generating facilities, that's roughly 17 power
plants, | believe, and we currently nanage

operations for 6,800 negawatts of facilities in six
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st at es.

The next slide | have, this is a map of
Tenaska's reach here throughout the United States.
As you can see, we have power plants and office
| ocations scattered throughout the United States and
up in Canada as well. Qur headquarters are down in
Omaha, Nebr aska.

A bit nore here about Tenaska as wel .
We're a mdwestern conpany, we have m dwestern
val ues. Qur enployees are known for hard work,
integrity, and fair and ethical dealing. W strive
to cultivate long-termrelationships with | ocal
| eaders and residents. W try to build those on
respect, value, and trust. W have a reputation and
track record for operating safe, efficient, and
environnental ly responsi bl e power plants. W also
want to be a good busi ness nei ghbor in the
communities where our facilities are located. CQur
pl ants are known to generate tax revenue, provide
j obs, and have a history of working wth | ocal
busi nesses and provi de support for |ocal community
pr ogr ans.

So | hope that gives you at | east a brief
snapshot of who Tenaska is and what we try to do

when we cone into conmmunities |ike the WI nont
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communi ty here.

| want to now nove to share information
about the Nobles 2 Wnd Project. Again, this is a
project that is being devel oped by Tenaska. The
devel opnent actually started roughly three years ago
by the folks fromPRC Wnd. W acquired the project
fromthemin Septenber of 2016 and we, along wth
t he ongoi ng assi stance of the PRC Wnd fol ks, we
have been steadily advanci ng the devel opnent of the
proj ect since then.

As proposed, the project is expected to
be up to a 260 negawatt facility. And from a
timeline perspective, we nay start construction as
early as later here in 2018, but we expect the
majority of the construction will be in 2019 with
the target of being on line by the end of 2019. It
is also notable that the facility has a | ong-term 20
year Power Purchase Agreenent with M nnesota Power,
where they will buy up all of the energy produced by
the facility.

The next sli de.

This is a sinple map show ng the project
boundary in the project area. This is simlar to
the map that you nmay have seen in the newspaper

notices. The area spans approxi mately 42,000 acres
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and six townshi ps. The townshi ps are noted here on
the map. O this area, we have roughly 30,000 acres
ei ther under | ease or under a wi nd easenent.

As you may know as well, the | eases that
we have, these are voluntary | eases with the
| andowners that have agreed to sign a | ease wth us.
Nei t her Nobles 2 nor Tenaska has the power to
condemm property, to take property from any
| andowner. Basically, |andowners have to be willing
to participate in the project. W're not able to
force anybody to participate if they don't want to
do so. W also have, as you've already seen, we
have | arger maps scattered t hroughout the room as
wel | that show nore about the project |ayout, where
facilities are planned to be | ocated.

Now, | want to spin the next few slides.
The next few slides are tal king about the facilities
that wll actually conprise the Nobles Wnd Project.
One of the nore notable conponents will be the w nd
turbi nes, which will be nmounted on towers. The
towers are expected to have a hub hei ght of between
80 and 82 neters high. The nunber of installed w nd
turbines could range from65 to 82, that is going to
depend on the generating capacity of the turbine

nodel s that are selected. The primary proposed
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configuration, which is illustrated on the naps here
t hroughout the room it wll have 74 turbines, 10 of
the turbines would be 2 nmegawatt turbines, the
remai ni ng 64 would be 3.6 negawatt turbines.

You can get a better sense for the
primary spots, the yellow circles that are on the
maps that are around the roomas well as the nap
that you may have picked up here as you cane in. |If
we end up using nore of the snmaller turbines, sone
of the proposed alternate turbines, the pinkish
circles on the naps, sone of those woul d becomne
primary turbine sites as part of the | ayout.

Now, there is a possibility, we note this
in the permt application, there's a possibility of
using larger either 4 negawatt or 4.2 negawatt w nd
turbines. If we were able to nove to that |arger
turbi ne, we would be able to reduce the nunber of
primary turbine sites to 65. However, right now the
| arger turbine is not yet quite comercially
avai l able, not quite commercially feasible yet, so
essentially we don't have enough information right
now to nmodel how that turbine would perform here and
exactly where in the |ayout those woul d be dropped
in. If at any point in tine they would becone

commercially avail able and prove to be viable on a
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tinmeline that is consistent with our tineline, then
we woul d revise the | ayout and submt a new map into
t he docket.

Alittle nore here about the facilities.
As you mght imagine, a structure |like these w nd
towers are going to have to be nounted on
subst anti al underground foundations, simlar to what
we show here in the pictures. These foundations
wi |l be constructed of concrete and steel rebar.
The geot echni cal or underground conditions as well
as the size of each individual turbine, that wll
determ ne the size and design of each foundati on.

Additionally, we're going to have
under ground coll ection |Iines and under ground
communi cation lines that will run in between each of
the wind turbine sites, essentially connecting each
w nd turbine back to the substation and Q&M
buil ding, which wll be located in the central part
of the project just north, northwest here of
Wlnmont. This picture is an exanpl e show ng
basically the constructi on of the underground
system Basically here this shows that the
under ground system woul d be trenched in and built in
t hat fashion

The plan is that these underground cabl es
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woul d be buried at | east four feet deep, and as
fol ks know here, there's a lot of drain tile in the
area and we're working to try to mnimze inpacts to
drain tile. W can't promse that we'll be able to
avoid all the drain tile, but the main point is is
that to the extent we do any danage to any drain
tile, it is the project's responsibility to cone
back and nake sure that that drain tile is properly
repaired.

We al so have a project substation and an
i nterconnect switch yard simlar to what you see
here in the picture. This essentially is the
facility that's going to aggregate the electricity
that's generated throughout the wwnd farm It wll
then transfer that electricity to the interconnect
switch yard, which is then going to condition the
electricity and connect it and deliver it to the
transm ssion grid. For our project, the point of
I nterconnection, the place where it's going to
connect to the grid, is on the |arge cel

transm ssion line that runs north and south on the

east side of Erickson Avenue. W' Il be tapping
right into that line. And that's notable as well,
we'll build the substation right there. The plan is

to build the substation right there by that line so
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it wll be tapping directly into that |line so we
w il not have to build any overhead transm ssi on
lines to essentially get to the grid.

We al so are going to be building access
roads as part of the project. This is an exanple of
access roads being built. The access roads are
pl anned to be |low profile, which are needed to all ow
safe access to the operators, to all the w nd
turbines, in any condition. And as we plan the
access roads, how they'll be designed, we're taking
into consideration the | andowners as well as
t opographi cal and the other natural features here in
the area. They will be all weather ground
construction and once conpleted they wll be 16 feet
w de, though | do note that during the construction
phase they will be w der, perhaps 40 to 45 feet
wi de, which is going to be needed to allow the

transportation of |arger equipnment into each site.

Il will also nention here that we wll be eval uating
| ocal roads that wll be used to haul in the
equi pnent. | wll be doing that evaluation before

we begi n construction and where necessary there may
be some | ocal road i nprovenents that will have to be
made, strengthen the roads, wden the turn radii to

make sure the equi pnent can be brought in safely.
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Once conmpleted with the project, it wll
be our responsibility to conme back in and repair any
damage that we nake to the roads, to renove any
tenporary i nprovenents that we nade, any facilities
that we built along the roads. And we are working
right nowwth the county to establish an agreenent
that wll dictate how we basically have to make sure
that we cone back and restore the roads to the
condition that they were in before we started our
construction activities.

A few other facilities as well that w |l
conprise the project that 1'll just note here
briefly. There wll be an operations and
mai nt enance building -- you mght hear it referred
to as the &M building -- that will be built here
for the project. It will be located right next to

t he project substation. And this is going to house

the control equipnent that wll be used to basically
nmonitor and operate the wwnd farm There wll also
be sone storage space that'll be included in the O&M

building. W're also planning to site pernmanent
nmet eor ol ogi cal towers here on the wind farm and
those will be needed to hel p us neasure and nonitor
the wind conditions over tine. And, lastly, there

will be tenmporary | aydown yards that wll be needed
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here for the project to serve as a staging area for
the equi pnment as it conmes in and al so to be used for
parking for the fol ks right here working on the
site. The location of the | aydown yard is still to
be determ ned.

Il wll also note that once the
construction activities are conpleted, it's our
responsibility to cone back in and to restore the
| and, to repair any tenporary disturbances that were
caused as part of construction activities. The
restoration will include, anpng other things,
seedi ng, grading, renoval of any tenporary inpacts
such as the | aydown yard. This is one exanple of
certain restoration activities that you may see.
This is hydro seeding, which is a process that's
often used for nmjor construction projects to
repl ant grasses follow ng the conpl eti on of
construction activities.

| also want to talk briefly here about
proj ect economcs. In particular, the econom cs for
the community here in Nobles County. A project |ike
this can bring significant |ocal benefits. The
first thing that 1'll note is the overall capital
i nvestnent that's planned right now, we're

estimati ng that that woul d be between 350 and 400
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mllion dollars. |It's also known that a project
like this wll increase the tax revenue for | ocal
governnent units. And we project -- we estimte

t hat based on the forecasted production that that
tax benefit for the | ocal governnental units would
be between $1.1 and $1.3 nmillion. This is also an

opportunity to diversify | and use and provide

20

anot her stable stream of incone for |ocal | andowners

t hrough the | ease paynents as part of the |ease
agreenents that we have with | andowners. Based on
our production profile, we estimate that the | ease
paynents that wll be paid out to | andowners each
year woul d be roughly $1.5 million per year anongst
all the |landowners. W also estimate that our

proj ect here during the constructi on phase woul d

create up to 230 tenporary jobs at peak

construction, and during operations approximtely 15

full-time operation jobs, plus opportunities for
seasonal and part-tine jobs.

There wll also be opportunities for
| ocal businesses to provide goods and services to
the project. And all of this wll create sone
trickle down benefits for the |local conmunity, as
peopl e here working on the project, as they eat in

the |l ocal restaurants, use the | ocal shops and
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services that are avail abl e.

|'"d also |like to note that Tenaska has a
hi story of inplenenting charitable giving programns
to support the communities where we own and operate
our power plants. These prograns included things
such as schol arship prograns for |ocal area high
school seniors, other educational and youth prograns
and first responder and energency service prograns.
To date, Tenaska has awarded nore than $600, 000 in
col | ege schol arships in areas where we have pl ants
| ocat ed.

And, with that, that will end ny remarks
here this evening. | hope this has been hel pful for
you in ternms of having a brief summary of Tenaska as
well as the Nobles 2 Wnd Project. W are certainly
excited about this project and we | ook forward to
continue to work with all of you as well as the
folks fromthe Public Utilities Comm ssion and the
Departnent of Commerce to finish out the permtting
process and to nmake the project a reality.

Wth that, I will turn the fl oor back
over to Mke. Actually, to Jam e.

M5. JAM E MACALI STER  All right. Hel | o,
everyone. |I'mJame MacAlister with the M nnesota

Departnent of Commerce, the Energy Environnment al
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Revi ew and Analysis Unit, and I am hel ping David on
this project, I'mone of the environnental review
managers in our office.

Before we get into this, | just want to
go over sone of the handouts that you m ght have
recei ved. You probably got a copy of the
presentati on, hopefully. The nost useful thing
about that is that it provides contact information
if you need to get in touch with anyone fromthe
project or Mke and his staff at the Public
Uilities Comm ssion or David or | at the Departnent
of Commrerce. You should have a map of the project
area, which shows the project boundary as well as
the turbine |ocations. The turbine |locations are in
yellow and the alternate turbines are in the pink
color. As well, you should have grabbed the sanple
of the environnental report scoping decision
docunent and the generic permt tenplate that we'l
be tal king about. And then you may have al so
grabbed a comment form And you are wel cone to take
that with you and fill out your comments at your
| ei sure or fill one out here and you can | eave them
wi th Charl ey.

So we want to talk a little bit about why

we're here, briefly about the project overview
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because you' ve already heard a | ot about the project
from Scott, talk a little bit about the public
partici pati on comments and our neeti ng gui deli nes.

Oops. Cearly | have gone backwards.

Ckay. So tonight we're here to get your
t houghts and comments on the environnental report
and the draft site permt and to provide you with
the informati on on the project and how to provide
commrents and what the permitting process is going to
|l ook like. And the environmental review generally
is kind of this anmorphous thing that we do, and we
rely on the Applicant to provide us information in
their application about the project. And we then do
t he environnental review analysis on that project,
and using partially information that they've given
us.

And t hen our group, the Energy
Envi ronnental Review and Analysis Unit, EERA, we
serve as technical staff to the Public Uilities
Comm ssion. And our group is scientists and soci al
scientists and we have engineers in our unit and we
prepare the environnental report with information
that we get not only fromthe Applicant, but we get
informati on and comments from ot her state agenci es,

from federal agencies, fromyour |ocal governnents,
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the tribes where that's applicable, as well as from
your participation in these projects. W prepare

t he environnental report. W submt that to the
Public Utilities Comm ssion and they are the ones

t hat nmake the decision on the project. So our role
is to serve as the technical staff to the Public
Uilities Conm ssion.

So the project, as Scott was saying, they
have a project boundary of 42,000 roughly acres,
with 30,000 acres of that approximately that are
| eased. They're |ooking at 65 to 82 turbines, and
as we heard Scott say, they're | ooking at roughly 74
turbines to be permtted wthin this box. And we
w il be |ooking at a high |l evel at the environnental
i npacts of what this project will have on the
| andscape both environnentally, socially, and
econom cal |l y.

So if you haven't seen the application
and you would like nore infornmation, not only do we
have some copies here that you can review, but the
application is wdely available locally at these
| ocations and that's al so in your handout.

And right now we're at that first star
for the public informati on and scopi ng neeting. And

what we will be doing with the informati on that you
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give us is we take all of your comments, our group
is the group that we read all the comments, we
process them and we take that information and
i ncorporate that into the scope that you have a
sanple of. W devel op that scope and that's what we
then use to prepare the environnmental report. Once
we prepare that report and the draft site permt,
that wll again go out for comments. And as M ke
menti oned, we'll be back out here probably early in
the sunmmer for another nmeeting to get your comments
on those docunents as well.
When we cone back out here we'll be here
wWwth the adm nistrative | aw judge. The |aw judge
W ll prepare a report that wll get submtted to the
Public Utilities Comm ssion. And all that
information will be used by themto nmake a deci si on.
So we have multiple points for public

partici pation throughout the process. This is just

the first of a few opportunities that you'll have.
And our schedule, very loosely, is that we wll have
the comment period, that will close on March 20th,
we'l|l prepare a scope and get all of that out by the

end of March. And we will be preparing the
environnental report and get a draft site permt out

by the end of May. And then we'll be scheduling
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those foll ow up neetings and conme back out and get
your comments on those.

So as M ke nentioned, we have two pieces
here where we get public input. One is the
certificate of need, and the environnental report is

for the certificate of need, and that's a fairly

high |l evel analysis and it will | ook at the no-build
alternative and it will |ook at a generic wnd farm
W'll ook at the inpacts of this project against

t hose other types of facilities as well as another
renewabl e facility which will be a solar facility.
And that's a high | evel review

The site application is used to help
devel op the draft site permt. So if you're
interested in providing informati on to us about what
should be included in the draft site permt, because
a draft site permit not only allows the Applicant to
construct the project, but it also is the
opportunity to provide other conditions for the
project that m ght be necessary to ensure that the
project is built with environnental concerns in
m nd, make sure that we're mtigating any of those
i npacts, and these comments are hel pful because we
get |l ocal on-the-ground information fromfol ks Iike

you who live here in the comunity.
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So the application al so provides
information on all of the facilities that will be
built with the project, so the access roads and the
oper ati ons and nai nt enance buil di ng, those
additional facilities that go along with this
project. And it helps -- it also is where we define
t he project boundary, so all of that gets defined
wthin the application. And like I said, it informs
permt conditions. So if you're interested in
provi ding conmments on a draft site permt, please
| ook at the application to get an idea of the
informati on that you mght want to include in that
comrent .

So what we will be looking at is the
potenti al human environnental inpacts that this
project will have. W would be interested in
knowi ng i f you have any nethods or other ways that
we can mnimze and mtigate any of the inpacts that
this project may cause, and whether or not there are
uni que characteristics in the area that we should be
aware of as we do the review and draft the site
permt. As well as if there is any information that
you think that is mssing fromthe application that
we shoul d be aware of.

So as | nentioned, for the environnental
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report, that is the -- for this project that is
where we will be |looking at a no-build alternative
and sone of these project alternatives, and any

ot her alternatives that you think m ght be hel pful
for us to consider as we draft that report. And if
you are proposing sone alternatives, what's really
hel pful for us is if you can identify what you think
sone of the inpacts are and how we m ght avoid

i npacts that you're concerned about.

So there are lots of ways for you to
commrent. You can comment here tonight. You can
state and spell your nanme for Janet, she wll be
transcribing this neeting, take all that infornation
down. You can fill out the comment form |eave it
wth us. You can send it in at your |eisure, you
can comment online, or you can mail it in. So |ong
as we get your comments by March 20th, 2018, that's
the inportant date to renmenber here. You wll be
sendi ng your conmments to David.

And tonight | think we'll have plenty of
tinme, but we're asking for one speaker at a tine. |
don't think we got any speaker cards, but -- no
speaker cards, so we'll do a show of hands and you
can cone and sit here, have the m crophone, state

and spell your nane for Janet. Have respect for
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others here. And to the extent possible, focus your
comments on either the inpacts that you would Iike
to see addressed in the environnental report or
potential permt conditions that you think we should
consider for the draft site permt.

So, with that, we'll open it up.

MR NATE O REILLY: H . M nane is Nate
OReilly, ORE-I-L-L-Y.

| guess | would like to have ny coments
or questions regarding the permt conditions. First
of f, during Tenaska's presentation they tal ked about
the 250 construction jobs and the econom c benefit
to the region and the state.

What steps is Tenaska going to take to
ensure that these jobs go to | ocal M nnesota
workers? | ask this question because too often the
full economic benefit is not realized on these
proj ects because devel opers and contractors choose
to use a largely out-state work force. The nost
recent exanple of this is the Red Pine project up
near |vanhoe, which used 80 or 90 percent
out-of-state workers. Contractors that don't use --
or devel opers that don't use M nnesota workers or
devel opers often claimit is difficult to achieve

this due to the need and experience of trained and
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skilled workers to construct these | arge conpl ex
projects. | would counter that argunent by saying
that hiring |l ocal M nnesota workers can and has been
achi eved on projects such as the Prairie Rose W nd
Farm Nobles 1, here in this area, and al so the
proposed Bl azing Star out near Hendricks, which has
made a commtnent to use | ocal M nnesota workers.

Additionally, a comment -- or a
comm tnent by Tenaska or the Public Utilities
Comm ssion not only offers an interest in the
construction trades for | ocal workers, but a star
kind of pathway to a lifelong career that w |
pay -- and a job that'll pay famly support and
wages and benefits.

Gowing up in a small town in greater
M nnesota nyself, | know firsthand the limted
opportunities for access to good jobs like this. So
on behalf of the current M nnesota work force and
specifically the young nen and wonen who desire a
career in the skilled construction trades, | have a
request for both Tenaska and the Conmi ssion.
Tenaska, if you're wlling to nake a conlmmtnment to
hiring M nnesota workers, and the Public Uilities
Comm ssion, if they would be willing to consider

this as a condition of the permt.
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Thank you.

M5, JAM E MACALI STER: Anyone el se?

MR. STACY KARELS:. Stacy Karels, Laborers
Local 563 out of Mankato, M nnesota. K-A-R E-L-S.

Goi ng of f of what Nate just said, these
construction projects do provide good econoni c val ue
to not only the | andowners but to the residents that
have some constructi on experience and want to work
on projects like this.

| have one of ny nenbers down here
tonight who is actually from 30 m nutes down the
road, fromBrewster. He started seven years ago on
a project just north of town here working for the
w nd farnms and has continued to work on wi nd farns
for the last 11 years. He's nade a career out of
it, good paying jobs, fam |y supportive wages and
benefits. It's just stuff that we're com ng out
here to help pronote and keep these jobs local to
M nnesota, work in M nnesota, why aren't the
residents getting these jobs to help fulfill the
needs for these projects.

Thank you.

MR, ERIC JCENS: FEric Joens, J-OE-NS
Bl oom Township, I'"'ma resident, | |ive about six

m | es east of here.
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" mhere to ask for consideration
regarding the | oss of cellular signal and broadband
signal. The |last project they did south of WI nont,
as you know, | live six mles east of here, if you
ever drive north of Readi ng and your cell phone
dr ops, your phone drops, yeah, it's the signal that
they transmit fromthe towers and then it goes east.
And so basically we created a dead zone wth the
| ast project. Another good exanple of that, ny
nei ghbor that's a mle south of ne had an equi pnent
fire, a brand new | oader, he can't use his cell
phone, he had to run to the house. It's 1970s, you
know. It's not acceptable.

Qur next and our current issue is for a
| ot of our neighbors nowis we are in kind of a
geogr aphi cal area where we have poor broadband
service. So we have broadband that cones off the
W Il nmont water tower, your next available tower is
t he nort heast G aham Lakes Township, so we're kind
of in the mddle there. And they'd like to put a
tower there, but they can't because all the
easenents are taken. So we're kind of in alittle
bit of a tough spot, right. But we do have signal
fromthe line of sight fromthe WI nont water tower,

and being on the east side of the WI nont water
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tower and the east side of the wind farm or
potential wnd farm we could | ose our connectivity
t o br oadband.

We've tried MBTV which cones out with
their brochures and they have connectivity, they
have actually cane to ny farmthree tines, they
brought their 32-foot extension | adders, craw ed on
the big machi nes, and said, sorry, you won't be
happy. So that's our only option now for
connectivity. | have three kids, a famly, schools,
everything. Connectivity, even to print a 1099
today, everything is done electronically. So don't
cut our conmmuni cation off.

So pl ease consi der having sone kind of
repeater ability, sone kind of repeater tower on the
east side for us, because the last tinme, the | ast
wnd farm it really negatively inpacted. But I
didn't have an issue but now we have an issue and |
don't want to have another one if that's the sane
issue, if it broadcasts the single cell phone
signal, at |east.

Thank you.

MR JEREMY DUEHR: |1'd like to clarify.
Is that the cell phone signal and broadband?

MR ERI C JCENS: Yep.
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M5. LI SA ONKEN: Li sa Onken, O-N-K-E-N.

I|'"mjust going to go next because |'m
going to build off of what Eric had said. Just to
reinforce that idea, because | don't want it to be
t hought of as just a cellular issue, because it's
not all about kids on the phone, people have hone
offices that will be inpacted. So | would, if this
were to happen, | live very close to Eric, and if
this were to inpact ny hone office, that would
therefore restrict ny ability to work and | think
that needs to be taken into consideration as well
and there may be other people in that sanme boat.

In addition to that, | just want to al so
rem nd the group, which is not sonetines as wel |
known, is that there's a | ot of econoni c devel opnent
prof essi onal s that have been working really hard to
bring better broadband to greater M nnesota, and
that has been a ot of work for a lot of years. And
if it went backwards because of the wind towers, |
don't know what on earth we've been doing this for
wi th the governor and everybody. So | just want to
make sure that we don't take three steps forward,
one step back, because we have to build wi nd towers
to block this. So if there's another way to get

around it, so be it.
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And then the | ast comment woul d be, |

know t his sounds archaic, but we're actually on an

aerial antenna for our TV still, and a | ot of people
| augh at us, and so that will al so probably be

i npacted, but we do that. So | would really like to
not see that be inpacted as well. But it's relative

to those three areas.

Thank you.

M5. JAM E MACALI STER  Thank you.

Anyone el se?

MR ROGER KRUECER: Roger Krueger,
K-R-UE-GE-R The reason why it's the E before the
G is all the Kruegers that cane through Ellis
| sland were spelled the old German way. The peopl e
t hat spell Krueger today took the E out before the
G but | have to thank Ellis |Island because we cane
here legally. Being | nade that statenent, | amin
favor of DACA, we need to do construction work in
Anerica today, I'll tell you that.

R ght here in Wlnont, we're right here
where we're not on the Continental Divide, but we're
on a water demarcation. So you people are pretty
much on top of the Buffal o R dge, a good place for a
wnd farm a wnd project. W did Nobles County 1.

Very nice project. This project here we probably
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have a few red flags on because we don't know who
you are. That doesn't nmean we can't work with you.
| represent construction workers and all the trades.
And |I''m not necessarily tal king about uni on peopl e,
' mtal ki ng about M nnesota people within a 100-m | e
radius of this work site. And |I'm speaking not only
as | look over this roomand | see there's possibly
got to be | andowners here or even people in the
community that probably are not going to put up a
tower but they're interested in what this project is
all about. They work so far, and you're tal king
about big negawatt towers versus the small ones.
woul d recommend t he bi gger ones and ask you to
consi der that because |'ve been doing this for
several decades and not too far from here, Chandl er,
where they really got started about three decades
ago, they are even considering at sone point in time
to be dismantling those and putting up bigger
turbines. Do you realize what that takes? | nean,
that's got to be totally dismantled. |Including the
foundation, by the way. You can't use that old
f oundati on over for a bigger tower. So | would
hi ghly recommend you consi der the bigger towers.
Getting back to the workforce, people. |

| ook around here and we see a lot of seniors in
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here. Consider your grandchildren that could have
jobs building these projects. This is not the | ast
project. | nean, these projects, |like | say,
started at Chandl er, and now they conme all the way
fromWatertown, all the way to Wrthi ngton. They've
been expanded off of Buffalo Ridge. And even in the
eastern part of the state. And there's other

pr oj ect s.

Take here just this past year, they
conpl eted the M ssouri R ver water project. They
canme up the state line and just stayed there for a
coupl e years and now we got that over to
Wort hi ngton. You take Luverne, M nnesota, that
M ssouri River project cones through that town. And
now true shrinping is going to be |locating in that
town. It's going to be a nine-acre building. N ne
acres under one roof. And that's not the only one.
Once they get that thing up and runni ng, they've got
a current project going on right up there where |
live, at Tracy.

And the project they got going on is just
their denonstrating project, and once they get that
conpleted in the next year, that's going be the
ninth | argest shrinp producing project in Anerica,

just that little project. Can you inagi ne what
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that's going to be in Luverne? Those are
construction jobs for your grandchildren. |
recomrend your grandchildren be a little selfish and
go to nedical school because that's a better paying
job, or if they're ag students, you get into the
ground, but if it's not for them get themin
construction jobs. Good paying jobs, retirenent,
benefits. And that's what we need for our people
here in rural Anerica and Sout hwestern M nnesot a.

Thank you.

M5. JAM E MACALI STER: Anyone el se?

MR. DAVI D BI RKHOLZ: Si nce we've cone
out, we're happy to stay and listen to you talk. So
this is your chance, but it's not your only chance,
obviously. You can wite us an email, you can call
us, you can do any nunber of things. But you should
feel free to stand up and talk to us here if you'd
| i ke and we can take back your nessage to St. Paul.

Nobody el se wants to? W can stay and
chat awhile in the back and everybody can have a
cookie, that's fine too.

So we'll call it one nore tine. |If
somebody wants to raise their hand to speak? Are we
good to go?

VWll, then, again, | wll ask one nore
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tinme.

Thank you for com ng and keep in touch
and let's do this together. W'II|l nake sure
everything gets -- if the project is okay by the
PUC, we'll neke sure that it's done right and it's

done according to the |l aws and the environnent and
t he econom cs of everybody invol ved.
So thank you very nmuch for show ng up.

(Meeting concluded at 6:54 p.m)
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