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MS. TRICI A DEBLEECKERE: W're going to
get started. It's just alittle after 6:00. |It's
ten after 6:00.

So, good eveni ng, everyone. Thank you
for com ng out in the snow weat her.

| am Tricia DeBl eeckere with the
M nnesota Public Uilities Conm ssion. |'mthe
Comm ssion staff on this project. W're here to
talk to you today about the Trinont Repowering
Project, which | think nost of you are aware of.

So we're going to do a brief presentation
on essentially the Conm ssion process, we're going
to-- I'lIl hand it over to Adam who | believe you
all know.

So then this is out of order, so I'l
give a brief overview of the process that this
project is going to go through. Second, Adam wil |
go over the project, what they' re proposing to do
wth the project. And then third, David Birkhol z of
the Department of Commerce will give you an overvi ew
of essentially the environnental review conponent
that's going to go into the review of the site
permt amendnent.

When we get to the comment portion, this

Is Janet Shaddi x, she is our court reporter, she's
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t aki ng down these notes for us to bring back to the
office to renmenber what you all said. So when

you' re speaki ng, speak clearly, speak slowy, and if
you can face her, otherwi se you will be called out
and asked to repeat what you said.

So I'"'mwth the Public Uilities
Conmmi ssion and with ne today is Charl ey Bruce, our
public advisor, he's been on the job for one nonth,
so right now he's just watching and seeing how this
process goes.

And then | ast we're going to take your
comments and get questions on the project. So
anyt hi ng we can answer for you or any comments you
have on the proposal, the inpacts you believe the
project will have, if you have any proposed
mtigation nmeasures for any of those inpacts, that's
what we're | ooking for.

W permt wind projects that are greater
than five nmegawatts at the Comm ssion. Counties can
elect to assunme authority for projects between five
and 25. Jackson County has done so. W can anend
any of our existing site permits at any tine.

Trinont was issued a site permt in 2004 and they' ve
cone in for a site permt amendnent.

Go ahead to the next one.
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And so the proposal before the Conm ssion
nowis Trinont is looking to retrofit existing
turbi nes, replacing cell equipnent, refurbish
generators to increase the negawatt capacity,
repl ace the rotor, updating electronic controls and
sone nodified w nd access buffer setbacks. So those
are really the issues that we're | ooking for your
comment on today, about whet her those are reasonabl e
changes, what do you think about them whether we
should allow them and if there are other
consi derations or conditions we should put on the

site permt to allow for any of these nodifications.

So we'll seek your comments today
verbally through this neeting. W w il accept
witten comments until, really February 21st is your
key deadline, February 28th will be a response

period, but really we want your initial coments and
your initial feedback by February 21st.

And the three things | nentioned we're
| ooking at are the requested site permt amendnent
relating to is the change acceptabl e, should the
Conmmi ssi on approve the nodified setbacks, and third,
are there any other issues or concerns related to
this site permt anendnent.

So when we consider permtting projects,
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we | ook at effects on | and, water, air, public
health and welfare, the whole |list of itens here.
There are four buckets of considerations that we
really focus on when review ng these site permt
amendnents or changes to projects. And those are
new i nformati on that woul d substantially change the
findi ngs acconpanyi ng the Conm ssion's original
permt decision, so what has actually changed from
the original permt issuance. So it's not just
what's changing in the project, but what findings
did the Conmm ssion nake that are different now with
t he new proposal .

Second is conpliance with existing site
permt terns and conditions. So essentially has
Trinont Wnd followed the permt to date and have
t hey done what they're supposed to be doing. Are
their conpliance filings in, are they up to date.

Third, consistency wth Conm ssion
standards. And so we update our site permt
conditions fromtine to tinme on a case-by-case basis
as we see the industry devel opi ng or changes
occurring. And so when we have ol der projects that
were permitted sone tinme ago, sonetines ten years
ago, we |l ook to see what conditions the Conm ssion

has placed in nore recent permts and how t hey are
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applicable to the new project.

Fourth, we |l ook at permt distribution
and | andowner notification requirenents. The nore
we get famliar with wind, it's been about ten years
since we started permtting these projects, we're
really |l ooking to make sure that | andowners in the
area were properly noticed. And if we anend a
permt we want to nmake sure that they get
renotification both of the anendnent that's conme in
and any future site permt changes if they're
appr oved.

So right now we've got four ways to
submt coments. Verbal comments today at this
meeting. You can go online to our Speak Up! system
that's an easier entry formfor you to submt
coments. W accept U S nmail. And then there's a
nore formal approach, which you can file through our
Conmm ssion's docket record. |If you efile, that's
the easiest way to file comments with attachnents or
wth a letterhead. And so you have to go through a
few steps to get there, but it's a nore fornal
approach to submtting comments. So all four of
these options are equally valid and have equal
weight. So if you have comments today versus

submtting conments |later, we receive themall the
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sane.

All of these options are available in the
public meeting notice and you shoul d have received a
copy of that notice, | assune that's why you're all
here. There are sone copies on the back table if
you want to take those to figure out where you can
submt conmments.

So that's all | have right now, so |'I|
pass it over to Adam Sokol ski of Trinmont Wnd to
gi ve an overview of the site permt anendnent
appl i cati on.

MR. ADAM SOKOLSKI: G eat.

Good eveni ng, everybody. |I'm Adam
Sokol ski, I work wth Avangrid Renewables. | live
and work out of M nneapolis, but I've been invol ved
wth a lot of projects down here over the years and
ot hers across the country.

There we go. Go to the next slide.

| wanted to give a couple things prior to
getting to the neat and potatoes of our project
proposal. Avangrid Renewabl es m ght be a newer nane
to sone of you, it used to be called Iberdrola
Renewabl es up until about two years ago. W' ve had
a nane change that reflects kind of the way we' ve

structured the conpany here in the United States.
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And a little bit nore background about the conpany.
About 6, 000 negawatts, a little nore than 6, 000
megawatts of wi nd scattered throughout the United
States from Oregon to Vernont and New Hanpshire down
to Texas.

W' ve got about $10 billion of U S
assets. | believe about 750 enpl oyees. Most of our
business is wind, but we also own sone solar plants
and sone bi omass assets, as well as a relatively
| arge natural gas-fired power plant kind of on the
border of Oregon and California.

You can go to the next slide.

And just to give you a little bit of
flavor of where we own a wind farm and sol ar pl ant
operations across the United States. As you can see
here in the Upper M dwest, M nnesota, Dakotas, and
| owa, we've got a | arge concentration here of about
14, 15 wind farnms representing | think around 1, 450
megawatts, so quite a distribution here in the Upper
M dwest .

Go ahead.

So as Tricia had nentioned, Trinont has
been around for awhile. Trinont projects, for those
of you who are | andowners may renenber, the

| andowners put this project together wiwth a project
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devel opnent conpany that now Neal Von Chlen here in
our audi ence and Corey Ebeling are a couple, Trinont
Area Wnd Farm LLC. It was a community partnership
bet ween the | andowner and conpany, and Avangrid
Renewabl es are the owner of the wind farmitself.

What's unique there is that first w nd
farm that was the first one in this region, wthin
50 or 60 mles. It was initially devel oped by
| andowners and now, because of that unique
part nershi p, the | andownershi p conpany as part of
t he devel opnent nodel receives a share of the
project's gross revenues, in addition to | and | eases
and turbine paynents that would nornally cone with a
w nd farm devel opnent.

The project was built in 2005 by our
conpany and is now owned and operated by us as well.
The project capacity, there are 67 turbines, each
1.5 negawatts in electrical capacity, creating 100.5
megawatts of electricity. R ght now those turbines
have what we call 77 nmeter rotor dianeter, or a
di aneter of the blades is 77 nmeters or 252 feet
across. And the center of that hub, the center of
that rotor is about 262 feet off the ground.

W currently have a power sal es

agreenment, Power Purchase Agreenent, with G eat
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Ri ver Energy. They're a whol esale transm ssion and
generati on cooperative that serves the |ocal rural
energy cooperatives in the area and across the state
of M nnesota. That power sales agreenent ends in
the end of 2020. W're working on a new power sales
agr eenent .

Currently we operate that project, when
you t hi nk about what we call capacity factor, it's a
measurenment of our efficiency in creating
electricity out of wind, think about on your farnmns,
if you farm think about it as your yield. W
operate that at about 37 and a half capacity factor,
it's a decent wnd project. And the project that
we're proposing will have an effect on that.

We have about eight |ocal jobs at the
site. The Trinont and El m Creek Wnd Farm operati on
center, about half the people there work on the
Trinont, or work on all the turbines, but there is
probably eight FTEs associated wth the Tri nont
project. And we currently pay a wi nd production tax
that goes to the counties and the townshi ps of about
$400, 000 a year. 80 percent to the county, 20
percent to the township, all based on electrical
producti on on an annual basis.

Next slide, please. Here we go.
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12

So this wwnd farmis only at this point a
little bit nore than ten years old and why are we
tal ki ng about retrofitting? First of all, a
retrofit increases the reliability, the efficiency,
and prolongs the life, the useful life of the
facility. These turbines are about 15 years ol d,
they were well built and well maintained, but we
have an opportunity here to nmake an i nprovenent.

So what we're proposing to do here is use
a Ceneral Electric certified and manuf actured and
del i vered product that increases the rotor dianmeter
of the turbines. So we'll take down the existing
bl ades and rotor and replace it wwth a | arger rotor
set. That new rotor set will be 91 neters across or
298 feet. W'Il also replace many of the conponents
within what's called the nacelle, the big square box
at the top of the tower. That'll include the
gearbox or the transm ssion. O/ cooler, drive
shaft, pitch drive, et cetera. A nunber of
conponents there get sw tched out.

We're going to refurbish the electrical
generator that sits on top, and that wll be taken
down, trucked off-site but nearby and rebuilt,
refurbished, so it's |like brand new and put back

into the wind turbine. The sum of those changes
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wll increase the turbine's potential to generate
electricity from1l.5 negawatts to 1.6 negawatts, so
a slight increase in electric capacity. Finally,
we'll put a new software package into the machi nes
and into the systemthat'll hel p enhance the
controls and help us increase the yield or the
capacity factor of the project.

So we're tal king about an overall
increase if this project is installed of about 15
percent nore negawatt-hours of production on an
annual basis. That nmeans nore electricity, think of
that as nore corn or beans comng off the sane
field. Wth that, it nmeans additional taxes we'l|l
pay to the |local units of governnent of about 15
percent nore because we're taxed on each
megawat t - hour of producti on.

This retrofit should increase the useful

life of the project to about 2045, so we have a | ong

life extension with this. There wll still be
mai nt enance to be done, no question about it. But
when we think of useful life it pushes it out

anot her 25 years. And should we get perm ssion to
install we would do it in either 2019 or 2020.
So, again, just thinking about the | ayout

here. What would change? No turbine sites are
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changing. W're reusing -- excuse ne. W're
reusi ng the existing foundati on, access roads,
underground el ectrical systens. Above ground we're
using the wind turbine tower and the shell of the
nacell e, or the box at the top. There will be sone
additional internal conponents that wll be reused,
but we're able to essentially put a bigger sail on
the sail boat here. By changing from77 to 91 neters
in rotor dianmeter, we've got a 40 percent | arger
rotor sweep area which hel ps increase our
production. The hub height where the nacelle sits
for the center of that hub, that wll not get any
taller. W're staying the sane. So the turbines
don't get any taller, except for the bl ades get
wider. And so that tip height, so if you think of
one of the blades at the 12: 00 position, the
measurenment fromthe top of that tip of the bl ade
wll increase to about 412 feet, which is a 23-foot
i ncrease fromthe existing condition.

Next slide, please.

Construction process. As | said, the
turbines will not nove, they'll remain in the sane
| ocation. W want to reuse the existing underground
infrastructure, reuse the existing roads. However,

we wll need to inprove sone of the wind farm roads.

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

15

Sone of themare getting older, some of them need
sone gravel put back on themto ensure that we build
up the project so we don't do any danmage. W'l

al so need a tenporary w de-turning radius at the
intersection of the project roads and the public
roads that wll allow for, when we bring in a
turbi ne blade truck, allow for themto nake that
wde turn with a |long truck.

Finally, we'll need -- additionally,
we'll need a tenporary construction and | aydown area
around each wind turbine. So those of you who are
| andowners, think about a 400 by 400 foot square
sonewhere around that wnd turbine. W need to park
a crane, we need to park sonme vehicles to rebuild
the nacelle, to rebuild the rotor, and that'l | take
up sone tenporary ground.

W'll use a large crane to | ower the
rotor and nacelle to the ground. The conponents
wll be renoved. Sone wll be disposed of, such as
t he bl ades, which wll be cut up on site and trucked
off site and ground up and recycled. The generator
w ||l be shipped off site to a | ocation nearby to be
determ ned, where GE will have contractors and
enpl oyees working to refurbish that electrica

gener at or .
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We'll truck in the new bl ades, the hub,
t he nacel | e-based equi pnent and the refurbished
generator, which will all be assenbled on site and
lifted back up on top of the tower.

Finally, we'll test out each turbine
i ndividually and go through a condition process.
We'll start pulling out the turning radius at the
public road entrances because they are tenporary,
and clean up and restore the site.

Overall, we anticipate it taking, you

know, the better part of the season to do that, so

simlar to a new build. W'I| start in the spring,
end in the fall. W haven't determ ned exactly what
ki nd of construction schedule will be used at this
poi nt .

| think I've said it before, but turbine
| ocations won't change. W know that's going to be
a conmon question people have. W have had outside
engi neers | ook at our underground el ectric
coll ection systemand they find that that
underground el ectric collection systemis sufficient
to accommopdat e the new turbines -- not new turbines,
the retrofitted turbines, and so we don't anticipate
any new under ground trenchi ng.

We have a wind farm here, we could al ways
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have a problemw th the electrical conductor and it
woul d need to be renpved and replaced, that's al ways
arisk with a wwnd farm but we don't anticipate
trenching any new el ectrical for the project.

The existing wind turbine towers, the
nacel l es and the foundations wll be reused. W've
had outside engineers already in to take a | ook at
t he design and the construction of those existing
wi nd turbine foundations. The engi neers have found
that those are sufficient to support the new
equi pnent .

W'l l have sone additional testing and
I nspection prior to construction to nake sure there
has been no deterioration or degradation that has
been unexpected, to ensure that the foundations
remai n safe and secure for the new product.

Finally, if we do find problens with the
foundation, and that's true if we retrofit or not,
of course we're going to go in and nake the
nodi fi cati ons necessary to make sure that the
f oundati ons and towers are safe and reliable for not
only our workers, for ensuring the plant continues
to operate safely, and also for the safety of the
general public and | andowners.

Next sli de.
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Crop damage. We'll have sonme crop
danmage. There's no question about it. That happens
with any wind farm construction project. However,
as we always do, we'll work to avoid having any crop
damage by working in advance with | andowners to try
to either not plant in an area or early harvest in
an area as an alternative to damaging crops. O
course, we're always going to conpensate | andowners
for damage to crops. W break it, we pay for it.
That's just been a long-term prom se we have with
t he | andowners to ensure that we're not infringing
on soneone el se's incone.

Drain tile damage. W've had drain tile
danmage on these sites. There's no question about
it. There is a lot of drain tile here in the | ocal
area. And we're commtted, if we have a drain tile
problem we're conmtted to having it repaired and
fixed properly. So just as we've always had, if you
have a drain tile problem l|et us know, and we're
going to make sure that it gets fixed if it's been
associated with the project. | know Bill Swan from
this project site here and his team have been really
great about that over the years.

| think that's it. Here's ny contact

information. |'ve got business cards. I1'mgoing to
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stick around after as well to talk to fol ks and
answer any questi ons.

"1l turn it back over to Davi d.

MR. DAVI D BI RKHOLZ: Good evening. M
nane is David Birkholz, I"'mwith the M nnesota
Departnent of Commerce. |'mthe old-tiner in the
group here because | was out here talking wth
several of you in 2004. |1'mstill around. But we
work with the Departnent of Commerce, then we were
in the Environnental Quality Board

And in the initial project we did two
things. There was a certificate of need, if you'll
recall, and we did an environnental review in ny
office on the certificate of need, which the PUC
made t he deci sion on. And then the other
envi ronnental review that takes place on a wind farm
is actually the research and the surveys and the
application. And that permt went through the
Environnental Quality Board and we were out here for
meetings on that as well. So that's 14 years ago.

So we' re tal ki ng about changi ng the
project, but it's also inportant to understand
what's changed out here as well so we're not just
assunm ng that everything is the sane.

So there's a lot of interest -- well, in
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the first place, now all the decisions, as Tricia
has poi nted out, have been transferred by the

| egi slature over to the Public Uilities Conm ssion.
And then ny group fromthe Environnmental Quality
Board was transferred over to Commerce, but we're
still working together on the sane project and we're
still doing the sanme things.

At this stage, we don't have to do
another certificate of need. But we do have to | ook
at what is going to be the environnental inpact of
maki ng a change of this nagnitude.

W' ve been | ooking, over the past couple
years between the Comm ssion and the Departnent and
several devel opers, including Avangrid, and tal king
about exactly this idea. M nnesota has been
permtting wind turbines for 20 years now, which is
really an amazing thing to think about back then
because it was all so bright and shiny and new at
the tine. But there are a couple fromthat period
on Buffalo Ridge that are looking to do fairly
simlar projects of doing this. And it's all new,
to deci de what needs to be done, what needs to be
| ooked at.

So for this project we all sat down and

went through, as noted in the old permt that they

Shaddix & Associates - Court Reporters
(952)888-7687 - 1(800)952-0163 - reporters@janetshaddix.com




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

21

have, and you may want to go online and see that,
and the new permts that Tricia tal ked about that
have changed over the |last 20 years. And there are
a lot of different things that the state of

M nnesota and the industry have | earned about the
envi ronnental inpact of wind energy and wi nd farm ng
and a lot of informati on about the things that need
to be | ooked at.

The inmportant thing here is that we sat
down toget her and we've gone back and we've gone
over a lot of the sanme things that went into the
application the first tinme we |ooked at it. Are
there changes in the area? Are there changes in the
environnent |ocally? Wat kind of changes wl |l take
pl ace based on these changes? What are the
advant ages of doing retrofitting over new projects?
And what kind of review needs to take place? So
those are a | ot of questions that are bei ng asked
and a ot of new things that don't have answers yet
because this is nunber one. This is the first
retrofit project that we're looking at. So we're
| earning and doing it at the sane tinme and that's
why it's especially inportant to solicit a |lot of
informati on from | andowners because that's, again,

the final |ayer of inpact, that's where it hits the
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gr ound.

Sone of you are participants, |'m sure,
and other people in the area aren't, and there's a
slightly -- there's a bit of difference in the
i npact vi ew based on your perspective, |'m sure.
But the things that we've asked the conpany to do
and the conpany has offered to do, they've gone
t hrough and done many of the sanme surveys and
nodel i ng of the turbines and the noi se, the noise
nodel i ng, the shadow flicker nodeling, the types of
things that are going to be inpacts that will be a
part of any wind farm W' ve gone through and see
if there's any environnental changes, has the | and
use changed, are there different -- are there
different wetland inplications? Wat's stayed the
sane? Wat's changed?

Anyway, the inportant thing at this point
intinme is that along wth what we're doing, we're
| earning. The basic thing that I'mtrying to say
rather poorly is that we're trying to |learn the
ri ght questions we're asking as we're asking the
questions. W're trying to ask the questions and
we're trying to |l earn what the right questions are
to ask. And that wll take -- and that's why we're

out asking for a | ocal opinion.
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So one of the things that | woul d suggest
is that we do have online the old permts that were
in place fromthe beginning of the project. W have
online on our site at the Departnent of Comrerce, as
well as at the PUC, the types of permts that are
being issued now And there are quite a few
variations. And as Tricia said, we update. Every
time projects have nade anendnents, we've updated
themso that it's consistent across-the-board. So
all projects are responsible to fulfill the sane
environnental responsibilities across-the-board.

Avangrid has a series of projects that
are newer and newer and newer, as we go, as you all
know because they're down here, so they've foll owed
that path as well as they've gone along the way.

The reason we're out here today is,
agai n, before we would actually give -- before we,
and it's not we, it's the Public Utilities
Comm ssion itself that makes the decision, but it's
nmy office that does nost of the environnental review
and the checking to see that the surveys are done
and that the inpacts are done and that peopl e have
had the chance to have i nput on the project.

So the thing that we're out here for

today is to collect, I want to encourage you to go
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online and |l ook at the differences and to see what
m ght be mssing. To go in and | ook at the
application -- you probably have recei ved a copy of
the application. Have people received a copy at
this point in tinme?

MR, ADAM SOKCLSKI : No.

M5. TRI Cl A DEBLEECKERE: They' ve received
notice and a |link where they can get the
appl i cati on.

MR. DAVID BIRKHOLZ: Right. So you have
a chance to go over and | ook at that. So the point
is, you're going to have input from your
perspective, from again, on the ground of what
we're m ssing.

The application | ooks at everything we' ve
asked themto | ook at. W've talked it back and
forth and we' ve cone back. And the step of the
proj ect now, before it goes before the Comm ssi on,
is for you and your neighbors to step up and say
what needs to be reviewed to be able to do this.

And so what needs to be reviewed, what's already
been taken care of, what is positive, what is
negative. Wat is positive, even. This is not just
a look to see what's wong, this is a |look to see

let's do this the right way and retrofitting and
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maki ng the best use of the resource, again, as
possi bl e.

So before | stand up here and just start
redundantly worki ng nyself back out of a corner that
|'ve tal ked nyself into, I'Il sit down and just say
that we really sincerely are | ooking for the input
of all of you who are out here. And helping us to
learn as we go into this new process of retrofitting
and rel ooki ng at another new way to | ook at w nd
energy in Mnnesota and the way to do it best and
the way to do it nost efficiently and we appreci ate
your hel p.

So tonight we're going to go ahead and
have you cone up here and speak. And Tricia can
explain that. But you're also going to be able to,
as | said, look at all the materials that you have
and | ook at all the materials that you want to, and
there will be a tine period so that you can put in
witten comments as well, and so you're not just
based off the top of your head, you can be able to
review what's on the table.

So thank you for comng out to do this
and we | ook forward to your comments and 1"l |et
Tricia continue.

MS. TRICl A DEBLEECKERE: Thanks, Davi d.
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So right now we're at the public conment
portion where we're here to answer any questions you
m ght have or whatever input you have.

So woul d anybody like to start?

All right. And you could -- actually,
could you conme up to the front so Janet can hear
both your first and | ast name?

MR TIMSTAHL: M nane is TimStahl, |I'm
t he Jackson County engi neer.

COURT REPORTER:  And the spelling,
pl ease.

MR TIM STAHL: S-T-A-H L. I don't need
to spell Jackson, do I?

COURT REPORTER: No, | think | have that
one. Thank you.

MR TIMSTAHL: Al right. As I'm
perusi ng the docunent here, with all the w nd
production or wwnd farnms in Jackson County, we've
had a devel opnent agreenent. From the hi ghway
engi neer's perspective we are watching out for the
condition of the roads. That the roads' condition
prior to construction is simlar to the post
construction activities.

At this tine in this docunent and in

previ ous docunents that was addressed, that
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necessary permts wll have to be acquired through
the road authorities. So | would |like to nake sure
that that goes on record, that that is sonething I
need to see. The reason being is that there wll
still be traffic. | found out today that the
nacel |l e cones off and goes to anot her | ocation, that
is a very heavy | oad, which may exceed the capacity
of an existing road, be it a township or a county

r oad.

So | just want to nake sure that that
devel opnent agreenent, which includes a road use
agreenent and a public drai nage agreenent is adhered
toin aretro project.

Thank you.

MS. TRI Cl A DEBLEECKERE: Thank you for
your comrents.

Wio el se? Anybody else? This wll be a
short neeting. There you go.

MR. NEAL VON OHLEN: Do | have to stand
up there?

M5. TRI Cl A DEBLEECKERE: If you can say
your nane.

MR. NEAL VON OHLEN: Neal Von Onl en.

COURT REPORTER: Spell it, please.

MR. NEAL VON OHLEN: N-E-A-L, V-0-N
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O HL-E-N

I'd just like to make a conmment. So
Corey and | helped the Trinmont Wnd Farm LLC  So
for Avangrid to justify this input they're putting
into this project, this cash they're going to have
to put into this project, when we originally signed
back in 2005 we signed a 30-year |lease. And to
justify it, they wanted to add anot her ten years on
to that | ease to make it a 40-year | ease.

And right now at this neeting there is --

" mone, and there's five other | andowners behi nd

me, and they don't -- they all live within the
project, they're all -- they live, farm work in the
area. And so to add those extra ten years, | just

wanted to stress that those were absentee
| andowners. But to justify to add those ten years,
you basically had to go to 67 | andowners and have
them sign the necessary paperwork to add the ten
years. And out of the 67 | andowners, every single
person signed that |ease. So, | nean, if there was
one person that was upset with noise, birds, visual,
anyt hi ng, why would they sign that | ease? And there
wasn't a single person that did not sign that | ease.
So | think that right there tells you

that the people that are in this project are very
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happy. They do a great job with tile repair, they
hel p out anyway they can with the | andowners, and
it's been a great cooperation between the | andowners
and the conpany and everyone is very happy.

MS. TRI Cl A DEBLEECKERE: Great. Thank
you.

"Il stand up here for a little |Ionger.

All right. Going once, going tw ce.

Al right.

MR STEVE FLOHRS: All right. |[|'m Steve
Fl ohrs, Martin County Comm ssioner. F-L-OHRS.

The only -- Adamand | tal ked about it a
little bit earlier, I"'monly worried about the
set backs, with the change in the rotor size and the
set backs. W were tal king about it. Could you
explain it all to ne, how we get generally around
that? O how many sites are there that | actually
have to worry about with the setbacks? None?

MR. ADAM SOKOLSKI :  Conmi ssi oner Flohrs,
| don't recall the nunber off the top of ny head. |
know Sarah and | worked on the anal ysis of that.

MR DAVID BIRKHOLZ: | think it's on the
order of 21.

MR. STEVE FLOHRS: 21 will be inpacted?

MR. ADAM SOKOLSKI : That's ny
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recollection as well as at |east the right ball park.
And the issue here is the question of what's call ed
the wi nd access buffer setback that the state
Uilities Comm ssion inposes upon a | arge w nd
systemlike this. That setback is measured by
multiplying the rotor dianeter of the w nd turbines
times three, or tines five, depending on the
direction. The idea is the setback fromthe
boundary of your |eased |land, either three rotor

di ameters on the east-west, or five rotor diameters
on the north-south access, to nmake sure that there
is a significant buffer between two different w nd
farms and two different wnd rights holders. That's
the |l argest setback in the country for a w nd

set back.

There are sone noi se set backs in other
states that rival that, but we're really |ooking at
the | argest setback that we have to deal wth here
in Mnnesota and the | argest setback that we have in
t he Upper M dwest region.

Comm ssi oner Flohrs, you're correct,
we're not going to nove the turbines. Econonmically
that doesn't work. So we've asked the Conm ssion in
our application for relief fromthe w nd access

buffer setback in the specific | ocations where --
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because we're not noving the turbines, we need sone
relief to allow those turbine | ocations to have a

| arger rotor dianeter placed upon them And so

we' ve asked that of the Comm ssion.

Back in 2004, when we initially permtted
the project, we asked for simlar relief in cases
where conplying with the w nd access buffer setback
woul d have pl aced turbines in an undesirable
| ocation. | can't renmenber all the circunstances,
but I think one had to do with that that placement
would put it into a native prairie and the restored
or original native parcel and we didn't want to do
that. Another case was | believe it was going to
get close to or into a wetland area that we didn't
want to get into.

So we've asked for relief and the
Conmmi ssion has granted relief in sone cases
t hroughout the years to accommobdate what's call ed
efficient devel opnent of the wnd resource. So
that's what we're asking for here, in that case. W
are not asking for any relief on any of the other
set backs or standards. The noi se setback, the road
set backs, et cetera. W continue to conply with
those fully . But in this case, the w nd access

buf fer setback, it kind of boxes us in and so we' ve
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chosen to ask for relief there.

MS. TRI Cl A DEBLEECKERE: That's a good
poi nt. Because this is our first repowering
project, that's a question that really hasn't been
bef ore the Conmm ssion before. And so when we | ook
at variances fromkind of our existing standards, we
| ook on a case-by-case basis. However, | know that
this specific instance and any future simlar
requests fromthe Commi ssion like this will be a
very difficult one for the Conm ssion to answer.

Whien you are | ooking at easenents that
overlap either internally with the Trinont project,
when you go externally and you start inpacting the
w nd of nei ghbors w thout easenent agreenents,
that's going to be a really hard decision for the
comm ssioners to nake and nobody has nmade t hat
deci sion yet so that's forthcomng with this
application. That's what we're really | ooking for
for input fromeverybody on this project and the
pros, the cons, and what we should do about it.

MR. DAVID BIRKHOLZ: | mght just say, as
Adam says, it's not just about the noise setbacks
because that's a different setback, but it's a
devel opnent setback. |It's a best use of the

resource setback. So internally for the conpany's
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benefit and for the devel opnment of people who own
land rights that aren't in the project, it's -- but
what | think, the way | look at it, is the decision
that the Commi ssion is making is the sane as it's
al ways naking, is what's the best use of the
resource. And over the years that three by five
set back, based on the prevailing w nd, has been a
very wor kable nunmber. But it's not a nunber set in
statute, or it's not a nunber set in rule, it's a
nunmber set in precedent and the fact that it's

wor ked for basic projects.

So the real question the Comm ssion w ||
have to nmake, they have to establish if the other
environnental conditions are net, and if this is a
project that is really advancing the wind projects
in Mnnesota and the wind goals in Mnnesota, is
bal anci ng that question. |Is can we -- can they
adj ust that setback in consideration of making the
best use of the w nd resource and maki ng t he best
and | east inpact on the environnent while doing so.

MR. STEVE FLOHRS: Thank you.

MS. TRI Cl A DEBLEECKERE: Anybody el se?

MR. DAVID BIRKHOLZ: It's an interesting
questi on.

MR. NEAL VON CHLEN: | have a questi on.
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Wien Trinont was built, didn't we use a
five by five setback? Wich has since been | essened
to a three by five?

MR ADAM SOKOLSKI : Ri ght.

MR, NEAL VON OHLEN. Al right.

MR. DAVID BI RKHOLZ: And of course the
difference in these are going to vary a bit
dependi ng on where it i s because, of course, this
project is not noving turbine bases, |ocations, or
towers. So if you're going to increase the w nd
capacity, you're going to increase the rotor
dianmeter 77 to 91 neters, so it's a matter of how
much of that space, you know. ' Cause when you do
that, the rotor dianeter expands, as Adam sai d
earlier, that three by 91 is going to be obviously
| arger than three by 77. But, also, how far does
that go towards inpacting another person's | and
rights. O not land rights, but wind rights.

MS. TRI CI A DEBLEECKERE: Any ot her
comments? (Going once, going tw ce?

We're going to be done before 7:00.

MR. ADAM SOKOLSKI: May | fill in one
pi ece to help close the information with the
question that Conm ssioner Flohrs asked?

Just | ooking at Table 7 of our
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application, page 13, this tabl e describes those
cases where we're asking for relief of the w nd
access buffer for specific cases. It also describes
t he distances that we're asking for relief. And the
greatest distance | can see here is about 225 feet.
And that doesn't include the road right-of-way

di stances either. So that's 225 feet, the road
right-of-ways within that 225. So you have a very
small area in any of these parcels that's being
affected or inpacted. 1It's not like we're sl opping
over three rotor dianeters onto an adjacent parcel,
it's relatively snall distances.

MS. TRICI A DEBLEECKERE: That's a really
good table to look at if you want a better
perspective of it.

Thank you. Thank you, everybody, for
com ng. Please submt witten comments if you have
anything else to add. Feel free to call nyself or
Charley or David if you have any questi ons.

Thanks for com ng out.

(Meeting concluded at 6:55 p.m)
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