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                        April 17, 2018 
 
ELECTRONIC FILING 
 
Daniel P. Wolf  
Executive Secretary  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission  
350 Metro Square Building  
121 Seventh Place East  
St. Paul, MN 55101  

Re: In the Matter of the Application by Minnesota Power for Authority to 
Increase Rates for Electric Services in Minnesota 

 MPUC Docket No. E015/GR-16-664 

Dear  Mr. Wolf: 

In its Answer to Minnesota Power’s Petition for Reconsideration in the above-referenced 
docket, the Office of Attorney General - Residential Utilities and Antitrust Division (“OAG”) 
submitted selective portions of Minnesota Power’s responses to certain discovery the OAG 
issued after the record closed in this proceeding.  As submitted, the OAG’s selective 
attachments and associated briefing may give a misimpression of the nature of the 
Company’s responses and communications.  Minnesota Power therefore submits the entire 
set of discovery and responses to the Commission in the interest of transparency and to 
clarify the record. 
  
The information and communications contained in the attachments to this letter constitutes 
information Minnesota Power considers to be trade secret, as defined by Minn. Stat. § 13.37, 
subd. 1(b). This information has important economic value to Minnesota Power as a result of 
this information remaining not public, and Minnesota Power has taken reasonable 
precautions to maintain its confidentiality.  Furthermore, some of the attachments contain 
information that was purchased from a third party, and derives independent economic value 
from not being generally known to, or readily ascertainable by, others who could obtain 
economic advantage from its disclosure or use. 
 

Yours truly, 

 
      David R. Moeller 
Attachments  
cc: Service List 



IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
MINNESOTA POWER FOR AUTHORITY TO 
INCREASE RATES FOR ELECTRIC UTILITY 
SERVICE IN MINNESOTA 

 

MPUC DOCKET NO. E015/GR-16-664 
OAH DOCKET NO. 5-2500-34078 

 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 
 

Jill N. Yeaman certifies that on the 17th day of April, 2018, on behalf of Minnesota 
Power, she efiled a true and correct copy of a LETTER WITH COMPLETE IR RESPONSES 
via eDockets (www.edockets.state.mn.us).  Said document is also served via U.S. Mail or email 
as designated on the attached Service List on file with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission in the above-referenced docket. 
 
 
       /s/ Jill N. Yeaman____________________ 
       Jill N. Yeaman 
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Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

OAG No. 1164 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: February 27, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 9, 2018

 

 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and non-
regulated operations. 
 
Reference: Compliance Filing dated February 26, 2018 
 
Produce all written communication, including emails and other forms of electronic 
communication, exchanged between MP and Moody’s since the deliberation was concluded. 
 
RESPONSE: 
Minnesota Power objects to this request as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. Notwithstanding these objections, the 
list below provides correspondence and attachments between Minnesota Power and Moody’s 
since the rate case deliberation was concluded. 

OAG 1164.01 Attach TS - Tax reform – Moody’s Action 

OAG 1164.02 Attach TS – Moody’s Tax Reform Report January 2018 

OAG 1164.03 Attach TS – Rate case 

OAG 1164.04 Attach TS – Rate case correspondence 

OAG 1164.05 Attach TS – Email correspondence 

OAG 1164.06 Attach TS – Rate case information 

OAG 1164.07 Attach TS – Rate case deficiency spreadsheet 



PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
TRADE SECRET DATA EXCISED 

 
Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

OAG 1164.08 Attach TS – Moody’s Draft Research for review 

OAG 1164.09 Attach TS – Information for report 

OAG 1164.10 Attach TS – ALLETE Issuer Comment 

OAG 1164.11 Attach TS – Moody’s Draft Press Release for review 

OAG 1164.12 Attach TS – ALLETE Press Release 

OAG 1164.13 Attach TS – Moody’s Draft Research for review 

OAG 1164.14 Attach TS – Comments to Moody’s 

OAG 1164.15 Attach TS – Comments from Moody’s 

OAG 1164.16 Attach TS – Email correspondence 

The information contained in response to OAG 1164 constitutes information Minnesota Power 
considers to be trade secret, as defined by Minn. Stat. § 13.37, subd. 1(b). This information has 
important economic value to Minnesota Power as a result of this information remaining not 
public, and Minnesota Power has taken reasonable precautions to maintain its confidentiality. 
Furthermore, some of the attachments contain information that was purchased from Moody’s, a 
third party, and derives independent economic value from not being generally known to, or 
readily ascertainable by, others who could obtain economic advantage from its disclosure or use. 
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Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

OAG No. 1165 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: February 27, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 9, 2018
 

 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and 
non-regulated operations. 
 
Reference: Compliance Filing dated February 26, 2018 
 
Identify each instance in which MP communicated with Moody’s since the deliberation of this 
rate case concluded.  For each instance, identify the MP representatives that participated in the 
communication, and describe with particularity the substance of the communication  
 
RESPONSE: 
Minnesota Power objects to this request as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. Notwithstanding these objections, 
please see Minnesota Power’s response to OAG IR 1164. 
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Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

OAG No. 1166 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: March 13, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 23, 2018

 

 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and non-
regulated operations. 
 
Reference:  S&P Global 
 
Produce all written communication, including emails and other forms of electronic 
communication, exchanged between MP and S&P Global since the deliberation was concluded. 

RESPONSE: 
Minnesota Power objects to this request as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. Notwithstanding these objections, the 
list below provides correspondence and attachments between Minnesota Power and S&P since 
the rate case deliberation was concluded. 

OAG 1166.01 Attach TS –Rate case correspondence 

OAG 1166.02 Attach TS – S&P Draft Press Release for review 

OAG 1166.03 Attach TS – S&P Press Release 

OAG 1166.04 Attach TS – Email correspondence 

OAG 1166.05 Attach TS – S&P Draft Press Release for review (2) 

OAG 1166.06 Attach TS – Email correspondence 
 
The information contained in response to OAG 1166 constitutes information Minnesota Power 
considers to be trade secret, as defined by Minn. Stat. § 13.37, subd. 1(b). This information has 
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Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

important economic value to Minnesota Power as a result of this information remaining not 
public, and Minnesota Power has taken reasonable precautions to maintain its confidentiality. 
Furthermore, some of the attachments contain information that was purchased from S&P, a third 
party, and derives independent economic value from not being generally known to, or readily 
ascertainable by, others who could obtain economic advantage from its disclosure or use. 
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Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

PUBLIC DOCUMENT 
 

OAG No. 1166.1 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota. 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: March 16, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 28, 2018

 

 
 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and non-
regulated operations. 
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Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529  

OAG No. 1167 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: March 13, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 23, 2018

 

 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and non-
regulated operations. 
 
Reference:  Fitch Group 
 
Produce all written communication, including emails and other forms of electronic 
communication, exchanged between MP and Fitch Group since the deliberation was concluded. 
 
 
RESPONSE: 

Minnesota Power/ALLETE does not have any debt rated by Fitch Group and there have been no 
communications between Minnesota Power and Fitch Group since the deliberations were 
concluded. 



 
Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Vincent J. Meyer 
Title: Director - Investor Relations and Treasury 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3276 
  

OAG No. 1168 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: March 13, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 23, 2018

 

 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and non-
regulated operations. 
 
Produce all communication provided to shareholders, including emails and other forms of 
electronic communication, since the deliberation was concluded. 
 
RESPONSE: 
 
All shareholder communications since deliberations concluded can be found on the ALLETE 
website at www.allete.com. These communications include press releases, investor presentations, 
SEC filings and any other information that has been provided electronically. 
 



 
 
Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

OAG No. 1168.1 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: March 16, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 28, 2018

 

 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and non-
regulated operations. 
 
Reference:  OAG Information Request 1168. 
 
Provide all written communication, including emails and other forms of electronic communication, 
exchanged between MP and (1) Moody’s or (2) S&P between March 13 and March 27, 208. 
 
 
RESPONSE: 
Minnesota Power objects to this request as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. Notwithstanding these objections, 
please see Minnesota Power’s response to OAG IR 1166.1. 



 

 
 
Witness: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Response by: Patrick L. Cutshall 
Title: ALLETE Vice President & Corporate Treasurer 
Department: Investments & Analysis 
Telephone: 218-355-3529 

OAG No. 1168.2 
State Of Minnesota 

Office Of The Attorney General 
Utility Information Request 

 
 

In the Matter of the Application of Minnesota 
Power for Authority to Increase Rates for 
Electric Utility Service in Minnesota 
 
Requested from:  Minnesota Power 
 

MPUC Docket No.  E015/GR-16-664

By:    Ryan Barlow Date of Request: March 16, 2018 
Telephone:   (651) 757-1473 Due Date: March 28, 2018

 

 
For all responses show amounts for Total Company and the Minnesota retail jurisdiction unless 
indicated otherwise.  Total Company is meant to include costs incurred for both regulated and non-
regulated operations. 
 
Reference:  OAG Information Request 1168. 
 
Identify all meetings between MP and (1) Moody’s or (2) S&P since the Commission’s 
deliberation concluded.  For each meeting, state (1) the individuals who were at the meeting, (2) 
the date, (3) the location, and (4) the topics discussed at the meeting.  In addition, produce any 
power points, handouts or other materials discussed during the meeting. 
 
RESPONSE: 
Minnesota Power objects to this request as overly broad, unduly burdensome, and not reasonably 
calculated to lead to the discovery of admissible evidence. Notwithstanding these objections, 
please see Minnesota Power’s response to OAG IR 1166.1. 
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