
     

 

 

December 6, 2018 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Mr. Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary  
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 Seventh Place East, Suite 350 
Saint Paul, MN  55101-2147 

 

 
Re: Supplemental Response 

In the Matter of Minnesota Power’s Petition for Approval of a 250 MW 
Nobles 2 Power Purchase Agreement  
MPUC Docket No. EO15/M-18-545 

Dear Mr. Wolf: 

Nobles 2 Power Partners, LLC (“Nobles 2”) provides this brief response to the Minnesota 
Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources’ (“DOC-DER”) November 15, 2018 
Supplemental Comments in this docket.  Nobles 2 appreciates the DOC-DER’s consideration 
and further analysis of the information provided by Minnesota Power and Nobles 2 in their 
October 5th reply comments.  The purpose of this filing is to confirm Nobles 2’s position as to 
the new recommendations included in DOC-DER’s Supplemental Comments.   

Nobles 2 agrees with DOC-DER’s recommendation that the Commission should approve the 
Power Purchase Agreement between Minnesota Power and Nobles 2 (the “PPA”) and Nobles 2’s 
Certificate of Need Application.  Specifically, Nobles 2 agrees that minor amendments to 
Sections 11.4 and 11.5.3 to the PPA are appropriate to clarify the intent of the parties.1  Nobles 2 
appreciates DOC-DER’s careful review of the PPA language and asks that the Commission 
approve Minnesota Power’s request for approval of the PPA, subject to the parties filing an 
executed amendment including the recommended changes as a compliance filing.   

                                                 
 
1 Nobles 2 takes no position as to DOC-DER’s additional recommendations on page 14 of DOC-DER’s 
Supplemental Comments related to additional reporting and request for proposal procedures applicable to Minnesota 
Power.   



Mr. Daniel P. Wolf 
December 6, 2018 
Page 2 

 

Nobles 2 also agrees with DOC-DER’s assessment of transmission risk included on pages 13-14 
of its Supplemental Comments that “…given the large number of projects that have withdrawn 
from the 2016-Aug-West study…it would appear that transmission network upgrade costs for 
Nobles 2 are more likely to decrease than increase in the on-going 2016-Aug-West phase two 
study.  In addition, the transmission network upgrades cost cap provided in section 1.2.4 of the 
Amended PPA provides additional risk protection regarding transmission network upgrade 
costs.”   

Nobles 2 continues to receive encouraging updates from MISO indicating that Nobles 2’s 
estimated network upgrade costs are likely to decrease given the number of projects that have 
withdrawn from the August 2016 DPP West study group, and Nobles 2’s estimated share of the 
remaining costs continues to be very competitive as compared to the projects remaining in the 
group. While there continues to be uncertainty as to the timing of completion of MISO’s phase 2 
study work, if MISO finalizes updated cost estimates for Nobles 2 prior to the Commission’s 
consideration of this matter, Nobles 2 will provide any such updates to the Commission.   

A copy of this filing has been e-filed today through www.edockets.state.mn.us and is also being 
served upon the persons on the Official Service List of record. 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Christina K. Brusven 
 
Christina K. Brusven 
Attorney at Law 
Direct Dial:  612.492.7412 
Email:  cbrusven@fredlaw.com 
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AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 

In the Matter of Minnesota Power's Petition for 
Approval of a 250 MW Nobles 2 Power Purchase 
Agreement 

MPUC Docket No. EO15/M-18-545 

STATE OF MINNESOTA ) 
) SS. 

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN ) 

Mary Ann S. Monahan, of the City of Minneapolis, the County of Hennepin, State of 
Minnesota, being duly sworn on oath, deposes and states that on the 6th day of December, 2018, 
she e-filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission the following: 

1. Nobles 2 Power Partners, LLC Supplemental Response to DOC-DER; and 

2. Affidavit of Service. 

A copy has also been served in accordance with the attached service list of record. 

/l\, -vo A hayc-c 
Mary Ann S. Monahan 

Subscribed and sworn to before me 
this 6th day of December, 2018. 
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