
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

December 14, 2018 
—Via Electronic Filing— 

Daniel P. Wolf 
Executive Secretary 
Minnesota Public Utilities Commission 
121 7th Place East, Suite 350 
St. Paul, MN  55101 

RE:  IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY
FOR APPROVAL OF ITS PROPOSED COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS PROGRAM 
DOCKET NO. E002/M-13-867

Dear Mr. Wolf: 

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits tariff 
revisions to our Community Solar Garden program in the above referenced 
docket. As part of the Company’s review of our Section 9 Tariff in compliance 
with the Minnesota Distribution Interconnection Process as set forth in Docket 
No. E002/M-18-714, we submit these tariff changes to create further clarification 
in the program and relieve certain concerns we have seen ongoing as part of our 
process. Further, we are proposing alignment with current Standard Contract 
Amendments.  

We have electronically filed this document with the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission, and copies have been served on the parties on the attached service 
list. Please contact Jessica Peterson at jessica.k.peterson@xcelenergy.com or  
(612) 330-6850 if you have any questions concerning this filing. 

Sincerely, 
/s/ 

SHAWN WHITE  
MANAGER DSM REGULATORY STRATEGY & PLANNING 

Enclosures 
c: Service Lists 

mailto:jessica.k.peterson@xcelenergy.com


STATE OF MINNESOTA 
BEFORE THE 

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

Nancy Lange 
Dan Lipschultz 
Matthew Schuerger 
Katie J. Sieben 
John A. Tuma 

Chair 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY
FOR APPROVAL OF ITS PROPOSED
COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS PROGRAM 

DOCKET NO. E002/M-13-867 

PETITION 

INTRODUCTION 

Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy, submits tariff 
revisions to our Community Solar Garden program in the above referenced docket. 
As part of the Company’s review of our Section 9 Tariff in compliance with the 
Minnesota Distribution Interconnection Process as set forth in Docket No. E002/M-
18-714, we submit these tariff changes to create further clarification in the program 
and relieve certain concerns we have seen ongoing as part of our process. Further, we 
are proposing alignment with current Standard Contract Amendments. 

We request the Commission approve our proposed tariff changes and review this 
Petition in parallel with our separately submitted Petition in Docket No. E002/M-18-
714.  The petition in Docket No. 18-714 includes redline tariff changes specific to 
implementing the Minnesota Distribution Interconnection Process (MN DIP) and Minnesota 
Distribution Interconnection Agreement (MN DIA). Since  the Company is planning to 
deploy IT system changes and program process adjustments in an efficient and 
comprehensive way, and the Commission’s simultaneous consideration of all 
proposed changes will enable these efforts in the most efficient and cost-effective 
way.  

I. SUMMARY OF FILING 

A one-paragraph summary is attached to this filing pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, 
subp. 1.  



II. SERVICE ON OTHER PARTIES

Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, subp. 2, the Company has served a copy of this filing 
on the Office of the Attorney General – Antitrust and Utilities Division.  A summary 
of the filing has been served on all parties on the enclosed service list.  

III. GENERAL FILING INFORMATION

Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.1300, subp. 3, the Company provides the following 
information. 

A. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility 
Northern States Power Company, doing business as Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 330-5500 

B. Name, Address, and Telephone Number of Utility Attorney 
James Denniston 
Assistant General Counsel 
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 401 - 8th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-215-4656 

C. Date of Filing 

The date of this filing is December 14, 2018.  The Company requests the Commission 
approve this Petition. 

D. Statute Controlling Schedule for Processing the Filing 

Minn. Stat. § 216B.16 subd. 1 requires a 60-day notice to the Commission of a 
proposed tariff change.  Under the Commission’s rules, the proposed tariff change 
discussed in this Petition falls within the definition of a miscellaneous tariff filing 
under Minn. R. 7829.0100, subp. 11, since no determination of Xcel Energy’s general 
revenue requirement is necessary.   
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E. Utility Employee Responsible for Filing 
Shawn White 
Manager, DSM Regulatory Strategy & Planning 
Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 401 – 6th

 Floor  
Minneapolis, MN  55401 
612-330-6096 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION

Pursuant to Minn. R. 7829.0700, the Company requests that the following persons be 
placed on the Commission’s official service list for this proceeding: 

James Denniston Lynette Sweet 
Assistant General Counsel Regulatory Administrator 
Xcel Energy Xcel Energy 
414 Nicollet Mall, 401 – 8th

 Floor 414 Nicollet Mall, 401 – 7th
 Floor 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 Minneapolis, MN 55401 
James.R.Denniston@xcelenergy.com regulatory.records@xcelenergy.com 

Any information requests in this proceeding should be submitted to the Regulatory 
Records email address above. 

V. DESCRIPTION AND PURPOSE OF FILING 

A. Background 

The Solar*Rewards Community Program (Community Solar Gardens or CSG) is 
based on Minn. Stat § 216 B.1641 and provides customers the opportunity to 
subscribe to a third-party community solar garden in adjacent communities without 
physically installing their own solar PV equipment. The Commission approved the 
Solar*Rewards Community program on September 17, 20141 and the program was 
launched on December 12, 2014. 

1 Docket No. E-002/M-13-867, ORDER APPROVING SOLAR-GARDEN PLAN WITH MODIFICATIONS, 
September 17, 2014.  
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The Solar*Rewards Community program is implemented through the Company’s 
Section 9 Tariff.2 The CSG provisions in the Section 9 Tariff are program specific and 
supplement the Company’s general interconnection rules and requirements for 
distributed generation, included in the Section 10 Tariff.3 
 
The Commission approved a 30-day negative check-off for changes to our tariffed 
Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community in its April 7, 2014 Order. This 
allows the Company to file with the Commission a proposed amendment to the 
Solar*Rewards Community Standard Contract, and if no objections are filed within 30 
days, that amendment may be executed by developers that choose to do so. The 
program includes the following authorized Standard Contact Amendments: 
 

• Amendment allowing a Garden Operator that as a single legal entity operates 
several solar gardens to combine reporting in a single Annual Report – filed on 
October 14, 2016;  

• Amendment addressing insurance for co-located projects – filed on October 
17, 2016;  

• Amendment allowing the ARR bill credit rate under certain conditions for 
applications deemed complete by April 15, 2017 – filed on November 7, 2016;  

• Amendment establishing an aggregate insurance limit for affiliated companies 
– filed on December 29, 2016; 

• Amendment extending the 24-month deadline of mechanical completion for a 
late fee – filed on June 19, 2017; and 

• Amendment allowing a parent company to file a single Annual Report that 
includes the gardens owned by its corporate affiliates – filed on August 1, 
2018. 

 
We also filed a proposed amendment on November 19, 2018, that if allowed to be 
used would reduce the need for two meters and instead only require a single meter per 
garden.  
 
The Company convened a stakeholder workgroup on October 26, 2018 to review 
draft tariff language addressing the changes to the interconnection process and 
standard interconnection agreement. The Company also gave informational 

2 See Xcel Energy’s Electric Rate Book Section 9 Sheets 64-99. 
3 Link to the Company’s Tariffs: 
https://www.xcelenergy.com/company/rates_and_regulations/rates/rate_books 
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presentations in the DGWG (November 9), MNSEIA’s Gateway to Solar Conference 
(November 13) and the Solar*Rewards Community Implementation Working Group 
(November 14).  While these presentations focused on the MN DIP and MN DIA 
tariff changes submitted in Docket No. E002/18-714 on December 14, 2018, many 
of the changes noted in this Petition were also included as part of these discussions.  
 
B. Purpose of Filing 
 
In this filing, the Company provides tariff changes in the current docket for 
clarification and ease of process. These tariff changes are to the following tariff sheets: 
 
Minnesota Electric Rate Book  
 
Sec. 9, Sheet 65 Sec. 9, Sheet 73 
Sec. 9, Sheet 66.1 Sec. 9, Sheet 75 
Sec. 9, Sheet 67.3 Sec. 9, Sheet 77 
Sec. 9, Sheet 70  
 
We provide the redlined and clean tariff sheets as Attachment A to this filing. The 
redline tariff changes in the current docket are incremental to those changes in 
Docket No. E002/18-714 and where there are revisions from both dockets on the 
same tariff sheet the revisions from Docket No. E002/18-714 are noted in blue font 
for ease of reference. 
 
C. Section 9, Community Solar Gardens 
 
As discussed in our petition in Docket No. 18-714, the CSG tariff has many 
interconnection process and interconnection requirements that will not apply to those 
applications that are subject to the MN DIP (submitted on or after June 17, 2019). 
The CSG tariff will therefore have significant changes in order to allow the MN DIP 
and MN DIA to apply to those CSG applications that will be subject to the MN DIP. 
Some tariff provisions remain unchanged, some current provisions will only apply to 
those applications that are not subject to the MN DIP, and some new provisions will 
only apply to those applications that are subject to the MN DIP.   
 
1. Proposed Edits for clarification 
 
In this Petition the Company is proposing incremental edits for program clarification. 
We provide below a more detailed explanation of these changes. Also, we provide 
annotations explaining the specific incremental changes in Attachment B.  
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a. 12-month Accrual for Bill Credits  

  
We propose removing language requiring subscriber bill credit subscribers to accrue 
12-months of bill credits prior to receiving any remaining accrued credits. For 
example, under today’s rules a customer could become subscriber in November and 
then wait for a credit balance to be reduced to $0 not in March/April of the following 
year, but the year following because of the 12-month cycle requirement. By removing 
this requirement, the customer can begin to receive credit balance every March/April. 
 
To clarify, subscribers will still only receive a check (rather than a credit) once per year 
in their March/April utility bill, however, they will no longer have to wait for a full 12-
months prior to this time.   
 
Garden Operators have not always clearly articulated this program requirement and 
the Company has received several concerned calls by subscribers regarding this 
requirement. While the policy intends to have customers sign up for bill credits that 
meet their energy needs (and not over subscribe to a garden), we find this requirement 
negatively impacting residential customers.  We propose revising this language 
accordingly. 
 

b. Deposit Language 
 
Based on feedback, the Company is proposing to alter the time frame in which these 
deposits are released. Rather than wait until the project is completed, we propose 
releasing these funds at the time the MN DIA is signed by both the Garden Operator 
and Xcel Energy. Additionally, we have proposed adding language to allow the 
Company to use the deposit towards any past due amounts owed to the Company 
under the Solar*Rewards Community program by the Garden Operator or its 
corporate affiliates. There have been situations in which Garden Operators have been 
in arrears with the Company and this new language would help to resolve this type of 
situation to the mutual benefit of parties. 
 

c. Subscription Size 
 
The Company proposes to adjust language specific to our review of the statutory 120 
percent requirement by subscribers.  Rather than review based on the last 24-months, 
the Company will look at the last 12-months to simplify our online application system 
review. This will relieve issues currently found in new homes, new construction 
(additions) or change in commercial ownership over the past year. 
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d. Participation fee

Garden Operators pay an annual participation fee of $300 per garden beginning in the 
February following the first full year of commercial operation. This fee is intended to 
cover the cost of log-in and maintenance of the garden subscriber management 
system, the system of record for garden and subscriber information. With the increase 
of subscribers, now totaling more than 12,000, the administrative cost and application 
management costs have begun to significantly increase.   

A full time staff member was hired to specifically manage subscriber billing concerns 
and help Garden Operators manage the online system. In addition, further 
modification and updates to our online application tool will need to be modified to 
continue to meet the needs of these customers. The Company is proposing to 
increase the participation fee from $300 to $500 per year to recover the increasing 
costs in staff and our online application system. 

2. Addition of Amendment Language

The Solar*Rewards Community program has several Standard Contract Amendments. 
By adjusting the tariff language to reflect these amendments we can limit additional 
paperwork for interconnection participants as they begin to fall under new 
interconnection guidelines. The specific changes are noted below: 

• Sheet 67.3: Edits add six month grace period in conjunction with a late fee,
similar to the previously approved amendment.

• Sheet 75: Edits reflect that only a single meter is required, and that single meter
will record production that is sent to the Company and also record energy that
the Company sends to the garden. This change eliminates the ongoing need to
sign the Single Meter Amendment pending with the Commission.4

• Sheet 77: Edits revise provisions on the Annual Report to align with and
eliminate the need to sign the Standard Contract amendment allowing Garden
Operators to combine reporting in a single Annual Report and Standard
Contract amendment allowing Garden Operators to provide Annual Reports at
a Parent Company level.

The other amendments currently available will remain available for those applications 
under our current interconnection process, but will no longer be applicable for those 
projects under the MN DIP requirements beginning on June 17, 2019. 

4 See Xcel Energy’s Contract Amendment filing, November 19, 2018, Single Meter Amendment 
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VI. EFFECT OF CHANGE UPON XCEL ENERGY REVENUE

No significant revenue effect net of incremental costs is expected. To the extent that 
the tariff revisions allow Xcel Energy to assess certain new or different fees, these are 
expected to be off-set by associated costs.  

CONCLUSION 

The Company requests that the Commission approve our proposed CSG tariff 
changes for the Solar*Rewards Community program made for clarification and 
process improvement and consider these in parallel with this Petition the Company’s 
request filed contemporaneously in Docket No. E002/M-18-714. 

We believe these changes will create further clarification in the program and relieve 
certain concerns we have seen as part of our ongoing process.  Further, alignment 
with current Standard Contract Amendments will ease the amount of paperwork 
needed under the MN DIP process beginning in June 2019. 

Dated: December 14, 2018 

Northern States Power Company 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF
NORTHERN STATES POWER COMPANY
FOR APPROVAL OF ITS PROPOSED
COMMUNITY SOLAR GARDENS PROGRAM 

DOCKET NO. E002/M-13-867 

PETITION 

SUMMARY OF FILING

Please take notice that on December 14, 2018, Northern States Power Company, 
doing business as Xcel Energy, filed with the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission a 
Petition for approval of tariff revisions in redline and final format, revisions to our 
Community Solar Garden tariff in Docket No. E002/M-13-867. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Redline 

Docket No. E002/M-13-867 
Solar*Rewards Community Petition 

Attachment A



Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
MINNESOTA ELECTRIC RATE BOOK - MPUC NO. 2 

SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM 
(Continued) 

Section No. 
2nd3rd Revised Sheet No. 

9 
65 

(Continued on Sheet No. 9-66) 

Date Filed:  04-18-17 By:  Christopher B. Clark Effective Date: 11-19-17 
 President, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 

Docket No.  E002/M-13-
867E002/M-13-867 

Order Date: 10-20-17 

RATE APPLICATION 
The Company will buy (through Bill Credits to the subscribers) all subscribed energy generated by the Community 
Solar Garden and delivered to the Company during a particular calendar production month at the Bill Credit Rate.  
Each subscriber to the Solar*Rewards Community Program will receive a Bill Credit at the Bill Credit Rate for 
electricity generated attributable to the subscriber’s subscription.  Each subscriber will also be charged for all 
electricity consumed by the subscriber at the applicable rate schedule for sales to that class of customer.  If the Bill 
Credit exceeds the amount owed in any billing period, the excess portion of the Bill Credit in any billing period shall 
be carried forward and credited against all charges.  All Bill Credits must be carried forward for at least a 12-month 
cycle.  The Company shall purchase all Bill Credits with the billing statement which includes the last day in February 
and restart the credit cycle on the following period with a zero credit balance.  Consistent with Minn. R. 7820.3800, 
Subp. 2, the purchase of the Bill Credits will only be made when the Bill Credit amount is more than $1 due for an 
existing customer or $2 or more due a person or legal entity who is no longer a customer of the Company.   

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
The Company offers a service to provide Bill Credits to subscribers of a Solar*Rewards Community garden for solar 
photovoltaic energy delivered to the Company which complies with the following requirements:  

a. The garden must not have less than five (5) subscribers;

b. No single subscriber may have more than a forty (40) percent interest in the garden;

c. The garden must have a nameplate capacity of no more than one (1) megawatt alternating current (AC);

d. Each subscription shall be sized to represent at least two hundred (200) watts of the garden’s generating
capacity;

e. Each subscription shall be sized so that when combined with other distributed generation resources serving
the premises of each subscriber that the subscription size does not exceed one hundred twenty (120)
percent of the average annual consumption of electricity (over the prior twenty four (24) months) by each
subscriber to which the subscription is attributed (based on the annual estimated generation of the PV
System as determined by PVWATTS).  If twenty four (24) months of historical electric energy consumption
data is not available for a particular subscriber, the Company will calculate the estimated annual electric
energy consumption as follows: if there is less than twenty four (24) months but four (4) months or more of
consumption history, the average monthly consumption is multiplied by twelve (12) to figure the yearly
consumption.  In cases where there is less than four (4) months of consumption history, home usage is
estimated based on the historical average energy use of homes of a similar size.  Homes are assumed to
have central A/C, electric appliances, and natural gas water and space heating.  For commercial properties
and all properties over 4,500 square feet with less than four (4) months of consumption history, the
subscriber must submit an energy audit (HERS Rating or similar) or load calculations for the property stating
the estimated annual consumption.  Load calculations must be documented and sent to the Solar*Rewards
Community Program Manager for approval.  The compliance check by the Company with this 120% rule will
be performed once at the beginning of a subscription and later only if the subscriber changes his or her

D 
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Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
MINNESOTA ELECTRIC RATE BOOK - MPUC NO. 2 
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Date Filed:  04-18-17 By:  Christopher B. Clark Effective Date: 11-19-17 
 President, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 

Docket No.  E002/M-13-
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Order Date: 10-20-17 

subscription size, adds distributed generation to the premise associated with the subscription, or relocates to 
a new address.  



Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation
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SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM 
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(Continued on Sheet No. 9-67) 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS  (Continued) 
k. Where the garden operator has begun the application process the following provisions apply: 

(1) Prior to the Company processing the application, the garden operator must submit a programn 
application fee of $1,200 to the Company.  This application fee may be by check or wire transfer.  The 
program application fee is meant to cover the cost to the Company of processing the program application. 
This is in addition to the interconnection application fee and other interconnection fees or costs.  

(2) Prior to the Company processing the application, the garden operator must submit a deposit of an 
amount equal to $100/kW to the Company.  This deposit may be submitted by check or wire transfer.  The 
deposit will be eligible for release upon any of the following conditions: 1) full execution of the Interconnection 
Agreement, 2) garden operator withdrawal of Solar*Rewards Community application in the online application 
system, or 3) Company cancellation of the application due to non-compliance with program or interconnection 
timelines or tariffs. For deposits held by the Company wWithin thirty (30) days of receipt of the required 
deposit refund request paperworkafter either the project is completed or the date when the garden operator 
informs the Company that it will no longer continue pursuing completion of the garden project, or if the project 
is not completed within the twenty four (24) month timeline (including day-for-day extensions) detailed below, 
the Company shall return to the garden operator the remaining portion of the deposit after first applying the 
deposit towards any past due amounts that the garden operator (or any corporate affiliate of the garden 
operator) owes to the Company pursuant to the Solar*Rewards Community Program.  When the deposit 
qualifies to be returned to the garden operator, it shall also include interest.  Consistent with Minn. Stat. § 
325E.02, the rate of interest will be set annually and will be equal to the weekly average yield of one-year 
United States Treasury securities adjusted for constant maturity for the last full week in November.  The 
interest rate will be rounded to the nearest tenth of one percent.  The rate of interest announced by the 
Commissioner of Commerce on or about December 15 of each year will be the rate of interest that will be paid 
on deposits returned during the subsequent calendar year.  

 
l.  Notwithstanding any other law, neither the garden operator nor the subscribers to a garden facility shall be 

considered a utility solely as a result of their participation in the garden facility. 
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APPLICATION TO THE PROGRAM  (Continued) 
(Note – the provisions for “Application to the Program” on Sheet Nos. 67.2 and 67.3 only apply to applications 
that are subject to the MN DIP). 
 
If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within the above 24-month period time period (including allowed day-for-day 
extensions), and if “Substantial Progress” as defined below is not achieved within the above 24-month period time 
period (including allowed day-for-day extensions), then the Company will return the program deposit consistent with 
the provisions on Sheet No. 66.1, and the applicant, if it still intends to proceed with the project, will need to reapply 
and submit a new program application, including applicable application fee and deposit. Additionally, in this situation, if 
applicant already has an executed Interconnection Agreement, then that Interconnection Agreement may not be used 
for a project as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program. 
 
The term “Substantial Progress” means that on or before the last day of the 24-month period (including day-for-day 
extensions), the applicant has achieved all of the following: 
 

1.  Installed one-hundred percent (100%) of the PV foundation (including pier, helical screw, ballasts, or 
similar) to enable mounting of the Nameplate Capacity as collectively set forth in Interconnection 
Agreement(s) for the Community Solar Garden Site. 

2.  Built, or otherwise has in place, a permanent drivable (road) surface on the parcel or parcels of land 
associated with the Community Solar Garden so that the Company on a 24 hour a day, seven days a 
week, basis can access its equipment, including but not limited to lines, poles, transformers, billing 
meters, underground facilities and other facilities, but excluding production meters. The drivable road 
surface needs to be reasonably sufficient to support the use of a 10 ton truck. 

3.  Built, or otherwise has in place, a permanent fence surrounding the entirety of the solar garden location. 
If Substantial Progress has been achieved, but Mechanical Completion is not achieved, within this 
twenty-four (24) month period (including any day-for-day extension referenced above), then the applicant 
shall pay a “late fee” to the Company of $200/day/MW Nameplate Capacity of the Generation System. 
For example, if a Generation System has a Nameplate Capacity of 100 kW, and it achieves Mechanical 
Completion 30 days late, the “late fee” would be $600. 

4.  Before the end of the twenty-four (24) month period (including any day-for-day extension referenced 
above) the applicant must submit a signed letter to the Company attesting to the fact that Substantial 
Progress as defined in paragraphs 1-3 above has been made, and attach photographs to that letter 
demonstrating this. 

 
The “late fee” amount shall be paid to the Company before the Date of Commercial Operation. However, in the event 
that the Company fails to collect in full such amount by this date, such unpaid amount may be included as part of the 
costs of interconnection under the MN DIP and MN DIA.  All such “late fee” payments received by the Company will be 
credited 100% to the Minnesota Fuel Clause Adjustment to help offset the costs of this program to the Company 
ratepayers. 
 
If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within six (6) months from the originally required 24-month Mechanical 
Completion date (including allowed day-for-day extensions), then the Company will return the program deposit 
consistent with the provisions on Sheet No. 66.1, and the applicant, if it still intends to proceed with the project, will 
need to reapply and submit a new program application, including applicable application fee and deposit. Additionally, 
in this situation, if applicant already has an executed Interconnection Agreement, then that Interconnection Agreement 
may not be used for a project as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program. 
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“Community Solar Garden Allocation” shall mean the monthly allocation, stated in Watts direct current (DC) as a 
portion of the total nameplate capacity of the Community Solar Garden, applicable to each Subscriber’s Subscription 
reflecting each Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic electricity produced by the Community Solar Garden in a 
particular Production Month.   
 
“Community Solar Garden Operator” is identified above and shall mean the organization whose purpose is to operate 
or otherwise manage the Community Solar Garden for its Subscribers.  A Community Solar Garden Operator may be 
an individual or any for-profit or non-profit entity permitted by Minnesota law.  
 
“Community Solar Garden Location” is the location of the single point of common coupling for the Community Solar 
Garden associated with the PV System.  Multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be situated in close 
proximity to one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure.  This defined term is applicable to: 

1. determine which county the Community Solar Garden is located in for purposes of:  
a. applying the requirement that “Each Subscriber to the Community Solar Garden must be a retail 

customer of the Company and each must be located in the same county or a county contiguous to the 
Community Solar Garden Location”,   

b. having the Company publicly disclose the county where the Community Solar Garden is located,   
c. generally describing, in addition to the Community Solar Garden Address, the location of the 

Community Solar Garden; and,  
2. detail the requirement that multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be  situated in close proximity to 

one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure.  
This definition should not be used to determine whether a Community Solar Garden complies with the Service Territory 
Requirement. 

 
“Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements” are based on the provisions in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641 and 
Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, and for purposes of this Contract mean the following:  
 

a. The Community Solar Garden must have not less than five (5) Subscribers; 
  

b. No single Subscriber may have more than a forty (40) percent interest in the Community Solar Garden; 
 
c. The Community Solar Garden must have a nameplate capacity of no more than one (1) megawatt 
alternating current (AC);   
 
d. Each Subscription shall be sized to represent at least two hundred (200) watts of the Community Solar 
Garden’s generating capacity; 
 
e. Each Subscription shall be sized so that, when combined with other distributed generation resources serving 
the premises of each Subscriber, the Subscription size does not exceed one hundred twenty (120) percent of the 
average annual consumption of electricity over the prior twelventy four (2412) months by each Subscriber to 
which the Subscription is attributed (based on the annual estimated generation of the PV System as determined 
by PVWATTS), provided that if historical electric energy consumption data is not available for a particular 
subscriber, the Company will calculate the estimated annual electric energy consumption under the process 
detailed in the Company’s rate book applicable to the Solar*Rewards Community Program.  
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AGREEMENTS 
 
The Community Solar Garden Operator and the Company agree: 
 
1. Sale of Electricity Generated by the Community Solar Garden.  Effective upon the Date of Commercial Operation, 
the Community Solar Garden shall sell and deliver to the Company at the Production Meter all of the photovoltaic 
energy produced by the PV System.  Payment for the Subscribed Energy which is produced and delivered will be 
solely by a Bill Credit to Subscribers as detailed below.  Payment for Unsubscribed Energy will be paid to the 
Community Solar Garden Operator at the then current:  1.) Company’s avoided cost rate (found in the Company’s 
rate book, Rate Code A51) for solar gardens of 40 kW (AC) capacity or larger, or 2.) Company’s average retail 
energy rate (found in the Company’s rate book, Rate Code A50) for solar gardens under 40 kW (AC) capacity.  
Where the Community Solar Garden Operator has elected to transfer the solar RECs to the Company, or where the 
VOS Bill Credit Rate applies to Subscribed Energy under the Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community, an 
additional payment of $0.01/kWh will be paid to the Community Solar Garden Operator for the RECs associated with 
this Unsubscribed Energy.  The Community Solar Garden Operator shall not sell any photovoltaic energy generated 
from the PV System, or any capacity associated with the PV System, to any person other than the Company during 
the term of this Contract, and the Company shall purchase and own all photovoltaic energy produced by the PV 
System.  This Contract conveys to the Company all energy generated from the PV System and all capacity 
associated with the PV System for the Term of the Contract. 

 
A. The Company will buy (through Bill Credits to the Subscribers) all Subscribed Energy generated by the 

Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company during a particular Production Month at the Bill Credit Rate.   
Each Subscriber to the Solar*Rewards Community Program will receive a Bill Credit at the Bill Credit Rate for 
electricity generated attributable to the Subscriber’s Subscription.  Each Subscriber will also be charged for all 
electricity consumed by the Subscriber at the applicable rate schedule for sales to that class of customer.  If the Bill 
Credit exceeds the amount owed in any billing period, the excess portion of the Bill Credit in any billing period shall 
be carried forward and credited against all charges.  All Bill Credits must be carried forward for at least a twelve (12) 
month cycle.  The Company shall purchase all Bill Credits with the billing statement which includes the last day in 
February and restart the credit cycle on the following period with a zero credit balance.  Consistent with Minn. R. 
7820.3800, Subp. 2, the purchase of the Bill Credits will only be made when the Bill Credit amount is more than $1 
due for an existing customer or $2 or more due a person or legal entity no longer a customer of the Company.   
 

B.   A copy of the presently filed Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff of the Company’s rate book is 
attached to this Contract.  The rates for sales and purchases of Subscribed Energy shall be changed annually or 
otherwise as provided by order of the MPUC.  The Community Solar Garden Operator shall comply with all of the 
rules stated in the Company’s applicable electric tariff related to the Solar*Rewards Community Program and the 
tariffed version of this Contract, as the same may be revised from time to time, or as otherwise allowed by an 
amendment to this Contract approved, or deemed approved, by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.  In the 
event of any conflict between the terms of this Contract and Company’s electric tariff, the provisions of the tariff shall 
control.   
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3.  Metering Charges and Requirements 
 

A. Metering Charge per Month: 
Single Phase $5.50 
Three Phase $8.00 

 
B. ATwo (2) Company-owned meters areis required to be installed at each service location associated with 

each Community Solar Garden generation source subject to this Contract.  OneThe meter is located at the main 
service and will record energy delivered to the Community Solar Garden Operator from the Company, and also will 
record energy produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company.  The second meter (the 
“Production Meter”) will record energy generated by the PV System only.  For the sake of clarity, the amount of 
energy used as House Power consists of that shown on the meter located at the main service plus electricity 
recorded as reverse flowing through the Production Meter.  The Company shall install, or cause to be installed, own, 
operate and maintain the Production Meter to measure the AC production of the PV System, at the Community Solar 
Garden Operator’s expense and including the cost of the Production Meter itself.  Community Solar Garden Operator 
will provide all meter housing and socket replacement and rewiring to install boththe meters.  Community Solar 
Garden Operator shall be charged monthly the metering charge for the main service meter.  The metering charge 
assumes common use of all Company facilities up to the metering point, for both receipt and delivery of energy.  Any 
additional facilities required by Company to accommodate the PV System will require Community Solar Garden 
Operator to pay an interconnection charge in advance. 
 
4. Title, Risk of Loss, and Warranty of Title.  As between the Parties, the Community Solar Garden Operator shall be 
deemed to be in control of the photovoltaic energy output from the PV System up to and until delivery and receipt by 
the Company at the Production Meter and the Company shall be deemed to be in control of such energy from and 
after delivery and receipt at such Production Meter.  Title and risk of loss related to the photovoltaic energy shall 
transfer to the Company at the Production Meter.  The Community Solar Garden warrants and represents to the 
Company that it has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all photovoltaic energy output and/or 
the ability to transfer good and sufficient title of same to the Company.  
 
5.  Interconnection Requirements.  The Community Solar Garden Operator must sign the applicablean 
Interconnection Agreement under Section 10 of the Company’s rate book, and comply with all of the terms and 
conditions of that Interconnection Agreement except as otherwise specified in this Contract.  The following additional 
interconnection terms also apply. 
 

A. Term of Interconnection Agreement.  While the Company’s tariff pertaining to its Interconnection 
Agreement generally provides that the term of the Interconnection Agreement may be up to twenty (20) years, 
wWhere the tariffed Interconnection Agreement is used in conjunction with this tariffed Contract, the term of the 
Interconnection Agreement may shall end twenty five (25) years after the Date of Commercial Operation.  

 
B. To the extent to which the ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in Section 9, Sheets 68 

through 68.16 differ from the Section 10 tariff, these ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS shall control for 
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applications that are not subject to the MN DIP. The ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in tariff 
Section 9, Sheet Nos. 68.17 through 68.21, fully apply if the application that is the subject of this Agreement is 
subject to the MN DIP. 

 

N 
N 
N 



Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401 
MINNESOTA ELECTRIC RATE BOOK - MPUC NO. 2 

 

STANDARD CONTRACT FOR  
SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY (Continued) 
 

Section No. 
Original1st Revised Sheet No. 

9 
77 

 

(Continued on Sheet No. 9-78) 
Date Filed:  09-30-13 By:  David M. SparbyChristopher B. Clark Effective Date: 09-17-14 

 President, and CEO of Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 
Docket No.  E002/M-13-

867E002/M-13-867 
 Order Date: 09-17-14 

 

6.  Community Solar Garden Requirements.  (Continued) 
 

F. Annual Report.  Starting within 12 months of the Date of Commercial Operation, the Community Solar 
Garden Operator shall issue (and provide to the Company and each Subscriber) signed and notarized public annual 
reports containing at a minimum: 

 
-  The energy produced by the Community Solar Garden; 
-  Financial statements including a balance sheet, income statement, and sources and uses of funds 

statement; and, 
-  Identification of the management and operatorship of the Community Solar Garden Operator. 
 
Where the Community Solar Garden Operator as a single legal entity has more than one Community Solar 

Garden, it need not issue individual public reports per Community Solar Garden but may instead combine this 
information into a single report; provided, however, the combined report needs to identify each Community Solar 
Garden and energy produced for each Community Solar Garden to which the report applies. The Community Solar 
Garden Operator shall take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly 
providing the Subscriber’s Account Information or Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, unless there is 
explicit informed consent or otherwise provided for in this Contract. Each Subscriber shall have an opportunity to 
submit comments to the Community Solar Garden Operator with a copy to the Company on the accuracy and 
completeness of the annual reports.The Community Solar Garden Operator shall issue (and provide to the Company 
and each Subscriber) public annual reports as of the end of the calendar or other fiscal year containing, at a 
minimum, the energy produced by the Community Solar Garden; audited financial statements including a balance 
sheet, income statement, and sources and uses of funds statement; and the management and operatorship of the 
Community Solar Garden Operator.  The identity of specific Subscribers should not be listed in the public annual 
report, unless if there is explicit informed Subscriber consent.  The Community Solar Garden Operator shall take care 
to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly providing the Subscriber’s Account 
Information or Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, unless there is explicit informed consent or otherwise 
provided for in this Contract.  Each Subscriber shall have an opportunity to submit comments to the Community Solar 
Garden Operator with a copy to the Company on the accuracy and completeness of the annual reports. 

 
Where the Community Solar Garden Operator is a subsidiary of a larger corporate entity (Parent), and where that 

Parent has multiple Community Solar Gardens in its down-line organization, it need not issue individual public annual 
reports for each garden but may instead combine this information into a single Annual Report containing the financial 
statements for the Parent entity; provided, however, the combined report identifies each Community Solar Garden and 
energy produced for each garden to which the report applies and includes a Parent guarantee that it has financial 
responsibility or obligation to pay debts on behalf of the subsidiary companies. The Community Solar Garden Operator 
shall take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly providing the Subscriber’s 
Account Information or Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, unless there is explicit informed consent or otherwise 
provided for in this Contract. Each Subscriber shall have an opportunity to submit comments to the Community Solar 
Garden Operator with a copy to the Company on the accuracy and completeness of the annual reports. 
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G. Audits.  The Company reserves the right to inspect the PV System as necessary to assure the safety and 
reliability of the system at any time during the Term of this Contract, and for an additional period of one (1) year 
thereafter.  

 
H. [Intentionally Omitted]Application Fee.  Upon application, and prior to the Company processing the 

application, the Community Solar Garden Operator must submit an application fee of $1,200 to the Company.  This 
application fee may be by check or wire transfer.  The application fee is meant to cover the cost to the Company of 
processing the application.  

 
I. [Intentionally Omitted]Deposit.  Upon application, and prior to the Company processing the application, the 

Community Solar Garden Operator must submit a deposit of an amount equal to $100/kW to the Company.  This Deposit 
may be submitted by check or wire transfer.  Within thirty (30) days after either the Date of Commercial Operation or the 
date when the Community Solar Garden Operator informs the Company that it will no longer continue pursuing completion 
of the Community Solar Garden project, or if the Date of Commercial Operation does not occur within the twenty four (24) 
month timeline (including day-for-day extensions) detailed in Section 6.D above, the Company shall return to Community 
Solar Garden Operator the deposit paid.  When the deposit qualifies to be returned to the Community Solar Garden 
Operator, it shall also include interest. Consistent with Minn. Stat. § 325E.02, the rate of interest will be set annually and 
will be equal to the weekly average yield of one-year United States Treasury securities adjusted for constant maturity for 
the last full week in November.  The interest rate will be rounded to the nearest tenth of one (1) percent.  The rate of 
interest announced by the Commissioner of Commerce on or about December 15 of each year will be the rate of interest 
that will be paid on deposits returned during the subsequent calendar year.  

 
J. Participation Fee.  Each year, the Community Solar Garden Operator will submit a participation fee of 

$300$500 to the Company for ongoing costs incurred of administering the Solar*Rewards Community Program.  The 
first participation fee will be charged after the Date of Commercial Operation, and the final participation fee will be 
charged prior to the Term of the Contract expiring. 
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RATE APPLICATION 
The Company will buy (through Bill Credits to the subscribers) all subscribed energy generated by the Community 
Solar Garden and delivered to the Company during a particular calendar production month at the Bill Credit Rate.  
Each subscriber to the Solar*Rewards Community Program will receive a Bill Credit at the Bill Credit Rate for 
electricity generated attributable to the subscriber’s subscription.  Each subscriber will also be charged for all 
electricity consumed by the subscriber at the applicable rate schedule for sales to that class of customer.  If the Bill 
Credit exceeds the amount owed in any billing period, the excess portion of the Bill Credit in any billing period shall 
be carried forward and credited against all charges. The Company shall purchase all Bill Credits with the billing 
statement which includes the last day in February and restart the credit cycle on the following period with a zero 
credit balance.  Consistent with Minn. R. 7820.3800, Subp. 2, the purchase of the Bill Credits will only be made when 
the Bill Credit amount is more than $1 due for an existing customer or $2 or more due a person or legal entity who is 
no longer a customer of the Company.   
 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
The Company offers a service to provide Bill Credits to subscribers of a Solar*Rewards Community garden for solar 
photovoltaic energy delivered to the Company which complies with the following requirements:  
 

a. The garden must not have less than five (5) subscribers; 
  
b. No single subscriber may have more than a forty (40) percent interest in the garden; 
 
c. The garden must have a nameplate capacity of no more than one (1) megawatt alternating current (AC);   
 
d. Each subscription shall be sized to represent at least two hundred (200) watts of the garden’s generating 

capacity; 
 
e. Each subscription shall be sized so that when combined with other distributed generation resources serving 

the premises of each subscriber that the subscription size does not exceed one hundred twenty (120) 
percent of the average annual consumption of electricity (over the prior twenty four (24) months) by each 
subscriber to which the subscription is attributed (based on the annual estimated generation of the PV 
System as determined by PVWATTS).  If twenty four (24) months of historical electric energy consumption 
data is not available for a particular subscriber, the Company will calculate the estimated annual electric 
energy consumption as follows: if there is less than twenty four (24) months but four (4) months or more of 
consumption history, the average monthly consumption is multiplied by twelve (12) to figure the yearly 
consumption.  In cases where there is less than four (4) months of consumption history, home usage is 
estimated based on the historical average energy use of homes of a similar size.  Homes are assumed to 
have central A/C, electric appliances, and natural gas water and space heating.  For commercial properties 
and all properties over 4,500 square feet with less than four (4) months of consumption history, the 
subscriber must submit an energy audit (HERS Rating or similar) or load calculations for the property stating 
the estimated annual consumption.  Load calculations must be documented and sent to the Solar*Rewards 
Community Program Manager for approval.  The compliance check by the Company with this 120% rule will 
be performed once at the beginning of a subscription and later only if the subscriber changes his or her 
subscription size, adds distributed generation to the premise associated with the subscription, or relocates to 
a new address.  
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS  (Continued) 
k. Where the garden operator has begun the application process the following provisions apply: 

(1) Prior to the Company processing the application, the garden operator must submit a program 
application fee of $1,200 to the Company.  This application fee may be by check or wire transfer.  The 
program application fee is meant to cover the cost to the Company of processing the program application. 
This is in addition to the interconnection application fee and other interconnection fees or costs.  

(2) Prior to the Company processing the application, the garden operator must submit a deposit of an 
amount equal to $100/kW to the Company.  This deposit may be submitted by check or wire transfer.  The 
deposit will be eligible for release upon any of the following conditions: 1) full execution of the Interconnection 
Agreement, 2) garden operator withdrawal of Solar*Rewards Community application in the online application 
system, or 3) Company cancellation of the application due to non-compliance with program or interconnection 
timelines or tariffs. For deposits held by the Company within thirty (30) days of receipt of the required deposit 
refund request paperwork the Company shall return to the garden operator the remaining portion of the 
deposit after first applying the deposit towards any past due amounts that the garden operator (or any 
corporate affiliate of the garden operator) owes to the Company pursuant to the Solar*Rewards Community 
Program.  When the deposit qualifies to be returned to the garden operator, it shall also include interest.  
Consistent with Minn. Stat. § 325E.02, the rate of interest will be set annually and will be equal to the weekly 
average yield of one-year United States Treasury securities adjusted for constant maturity for the last full week 
in November.  The interest rate will be rounded to the nearest tenth of one percent.  The rate of interest 
announced by the Commissioner of Commerce on or about December 15 of each year will be the rate of 
interest that will be paid on deposits returned during the subsequent calendar year.  

 
l.  Notwithstanding any other law, neither the garden operator nor the subscribers to a garden facility shall be 

considered a utility solely as a result of their participation in the garden facility. 
 

 
   
N 
 
N 
N 
 
N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N 



Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation  
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401   
MINNESOTA ELECTRIC RATE BOOK - MPUC NO. 2 

 

SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY PROGRAM 
(Continued) 

Section No. 
Original Sheet No. 

9 
67.3 

 

(Continued on Sheet No. 9-68) 

Date Filed:  By:  Christopher B. Clark Effective Date:  
 President, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 

Docket No. E002/M-13-867  Order Date:  
 

 

APPLICATION TO THE PROGRAM  (Continued) 
(Note – the provisions for “Application to the Program” on Sheet Nos. 67.2 and 67.3 only apply to applications 
that are subject to the MN DIP). 
 
If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within the above 24-month period time period (including allowed day-for-day 
extensions), and if “Substantial Progress” as defined below is not achieved within the above 24-month period time 
period (including allowed day-for-day extensions), then the Company will return the program deposit consistent with 
the provisions on Sheet No. 66.1, and the applicant, if it still intends to proceed with the project, will need to reapply 
and submit a new program application, including applicable application fee and deposit. Additionally, in this situation, if 
applicant already has an executed Interconnection Agreement, then that Interconnection Agreement may not be used 
for a project as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program. 
 
The term “Substantial Progress” means that on or before the last day of the 24-month period (including day-for-day 
extensions), the applicant has achieved all of the following: 
 

1.  Installed one-hundred percent (100%) of the PV foundation (including pier, helical screw, ballasts, or 
similar) to enable mounting of the Nameplate Capacity as collectively set forth in Interconnection 
Agreement(s) for the Community Solar Garden Site. 

2.  Built, or otherwise has in place, a permanent drivable (road) surface on the parcel or parcels of land 
associated with the Community Solar Garden so that the Company on a 24 hour a day, seven days a 
week, basis can access its equipment, including but not limited to lines, poles, transformers, billing 
meters, underground facilities and other facilities, but excluding production meters. The drivable road 
surface needs to be reasonably sufficient to support the use of a 10 ton truck. 

3.  Built, or otherwise has in place, a permanent fence surrounding the entirety of the solar garden location. 
If Substantial Progress has been achieved, but Mechanical Completion is not achieved, within this 
twenty-four (24) month period (including any day-for-day extension referenced above), then the applicant 
shall pay a “late fee” to the Company of $200/day/MW Nameplate Capacity of the Generation System. 
For example, if a Generation System has a Nameplate Capacity of 100 kW, and it achieves Mechanical 
Completion 30 days late, the “late fee” would be $600. 

4.  Before the end of the twenty-four (24) month period (including any day-for-day extension referenced 
above) the applicant must submit a signed letter to the Company attesting to the fact that Substantial 
Progress as defined in paragraphs 1-3 above has been made, and attach photographs to that letter 
demonstrating this. 

 
The “late fee” amount shall be paid to the Company before the Date of Commercial Operation. However, in the event 
that the Company fails to collect in full such amount by this date, such unpaid amount may be included as part of the 
costs of interconnection under the MN DIP and MN DIA.  All such “late fee” payments received by the Company will be 
credited 100% to the Minnesota Fuel Clause Adjustment to help offset the costs of this program to the Company 
ratepayers. 
 
If Mechanical Completion is not achieved within six (6) months from the originally required 24-month Mechanical 
Completion date (including allowed day-for-day extensions), then the Company will return the program deposit 
consistent with the provisions on Sheet No. 66.1, and the applicant, if it still intends to proceed with the project, will 
need to reapply and submit a new program application, including applicable application fee and deposit. Additionally, 
in this situation, if applicant already has an executed Interconnection Agreement, then that Interconnection Agreement 
may not be used for a project as part of the Solar*Rewards Community program. 
  N 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation  
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401   
MINNESOTA ELECTRIC RATE BOOK - MPUC NO. 2 

 

STANDARD CONTRACT FOR  
SOLAR*REWARDS COMMUNITY (Continued) 

Section No. 
3rd Revised Sheet No. 

9 
70 

 

(Continued on Sheet No. 9-71) 

Date Filed:  By:  Christopher B. Clark Effective Date:  
 President, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 

Docket No. E002/M-13-867  Order Date:  
 

 

 

“Community Solar Garden Allocation” shall mean the monthly allocation, stated in Watts direct current (DC) as a 
portion of the total nameplate capacity of the Community Solar Garden, applicable to each Subscriber’s Subscription 
reflecting each Subscriber’s allocable portion of photovoltaic electricity produced by the Community Solar Garden in a 
particular Production Month.   
 
“Community Solar Garden Operator” is identified above and shall mean the organization whose purpose is to operate 
or otherwise manage the Community Solar Garden for its Subscribers.  A Community Solar Garden Operator may be 
an individual or any for-profit or non-profit entity permitted by Minnesota law.  
 
“Community Solar Garden Location” is the location of the single point of common coupling for the Community Solar 
Garden associated with the PV System.  Multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be situated in close 
proximity to one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure.  This defined term is applicable to: 

1. determine which county the Community Solar Garden is located in for purposes of:  
a. applying the requirement that “Each Subscriber to the Community Solar Garden must be a retail 

customer of the Company and each must be located in the same county or a county contiguous to the 
Community Solar Garden Location”,   

b. having the Company publicly disclose the county where the Community Solar Garden is located,   
c. generally describing, in addition to the Community Solar Garden Address, the location of the 

Community Solar Garden; and,  
2. detail the requirement that multiple Community Solar Garden Locations may be  situated in close proximity to 

one another in order to share in distribution infrastructure.  
This definition should not be used to determine whether a Community Solar Garden complies with the Service Territory 
Requirement. 

 
“Community Solar Garden Statutory Requirements” are based on the provisions in Minn. Stat. § 216B.1641 and 
Minn. Stat. § 216B.1691, and for purposes of this Contract mean the following:  
 

a. The Community Solar Garden must have not less than five (5) Subscribers; 
  

b. No single Subscriber may have more than a forty (40) percent interest in the Community Solar Garden; 
 
c. The Community Solar Garden must have a nameplate capacity of no more than one (1) megawatt 
alternating current (AC);   
 
d. Each Subscription shall be sized to represent at least two hundred (200) watts of the Community Solar 
Garden’s generating capacity; 
 
e. Each Subscription shall be sized so that, when combined with other distributed generation resources serving 
the premises of each Subscriber, the Subscription size does not exceed one hundred twenty (120) percent of the 
average annual consumption of electricity over the prior twelve (12) months by each Subscriber to which the 
Subscription is attributed (based on the annual estimated generation of the PV System as determined by 
PVWATTS), provided that if historical electric energy consumption data is not available for a particular subscriber, 
the Company will calculate the estimated annual electric energy consumption under the process detailed in the 
Company’s rate book applicable to the Solar*Rewards Community Program.  
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AGREEMENTS 
 
The Community Solar Garden Operator and the Company agree: 
 
1. Sale of Electricity Generated by the Community Solar Garden.  Effective upon the Date of Commercial Operation, 
the Community Solar Garden shall sell and deliver to the Company at the Production Meter all of the photovoltaic 
energy produced by the PV System.  Payment for the Subscribed Energy which is produced and delivered will be 
solely by a Bill Credit to Subscribers as detailed below.  Payment for Unsubscribed Energy will be paid to the 
Community Solar Garden Operator at the then current:  1.) Company’s avoided cost rate (found in the Company’s 
rate book, Rate Code A51) for solar gardens of 40 kW (AC) capacity or larger, or 2.) Company’s average retail 
energy rate (found in the Company’s rate book, Rate Code A50) for solar gardens under 40 kW (AC) capacity.  
Where the Community Solar Garden Operator has elected to transfer the solar RECs to the Company, or where the 
VOS Bill Credit Rate applies to Subscribed Energy under the Standard Contract for Solar*Rewards Community, an 
additional payment of $0.01/kWh will be paid to the Community Solar Garden Operator for the RECs associated with 
this Unsubscribed Energy.  The Community Solar Garden Operator shall not sell any photovoltaic energy generated 
from the PV System, or any capacity associated with the PV System, to any person other than the Company during 
the term of this Contract, and the Company shall purchase and own all photovoltaic energy produced by the PV 
System.  This Contract conveys to the Company all energy generated from the PV System and all capacity 
associated with the PV System for the Term of the Contract. 

 
A. The Company will buy (through Bill Credits to the Subscribers) all Subscribed Energy generated by the 

Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company during a particular Production Month at the Bill Credit Rate.   
Each Subscriber to the Solar*Rewards Community Program will receive a Bill Credit at the Bill Credit Rate for 
electricity generated attributable to the Subscriber’s Subscription.  Each Subscriber will also be charged for all 
electricity consumed by the Subscriber at the applicable rate schedule for sales to that class of customer.  If the Bill 
Credit exceeds the amount owed in any billing period, the excess portion of the Bill Credit in any billing period shall 
be carried forward and credited against all charges. The Company shall purchase all Bill Credits with the billing 
statement which includes the last day in February and restart the credit cycle on the following period with a zero 
credit balance.  Consistent with Minn. R. 7820.3800, Subp. 2, the purchase of the Bill Credits will only be made when 
the Bill Credit amount is more than $1 due for an existing customer or $2 or more due a person or legal entity no 
longer a customer of the Company.   
 

B.   A copy of the presently filed Solar*Rewards Community Program tariff of the Company’s rate book is 
attached to this Contract.  The rates for sales and purchases of Subscribed Energy shall be changed annually or 
otherwise as provided by order of the MPUC.  The Community Solar Garden Operator shall comply with all of the 
rules stated in the Company’s applicable electric tariff related to the Solar*Rewards Community Program and the 
tariffed version of this Contract, as the same may be revised from time to time, or as otherwise allowed by an 
amendment to this Contract approved, or deemed approved, by the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.  In the 
event of any conflict between the terms of this Contract and Company’s electric tariff, the provisions of the tariff shall 
control.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D 
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3.  Metering Charges and Requirements 
 

A. Metering Charge per Month: 
Single Phase $5.50 
Three Phase $8.00 

 
B. A Company-owned meter is required to be installed at each service location associated with each 

Community Solar Garden generation source subject to this Contract. The meter is located at the main service and will 
record energy delivered to the Community Solar Garden Operator from the Company, and also will record energy 
produced by the Community Solar Garden and delivered to the Company.  Community Solar Garden Operator will 
provide all meter housing and socket replacement and rewiring to install the meter.  Community Solar Garden 
Operator shall be charged monthly the metering charge for the main service meter. 
 
4. Title, Risk of Loss, and Warranty of Title.  As between the Parties, the Community Solar Garden Operator shall be 
deemed to be in control of the photovoltaic energy output from the PV System up to and until delivery and receipt by 
the Company at the Production Meter and the Company shall be deemed to be in control of such energy from and 
after delivery and receipt at such Production Meter.  Title and risk of loss related to the photovoltaic energy shall 
transfer to the Company at the Production Meter.  The Community Solar Garden warrants and represents to the 
Company that it has or will have at the time of delivery good and sufficient title to all photovoltaic energy output and/or 
the ability to transfer good and sufficient title of same to the Company.  
 
5.  Interconnection Requirements.  The Community Solar Garden Operator must sign the applicable Interconnection 
Agreement under Section 10 of the Company’s rate book, and comply with all of the terms and conditions of that 
Interconnection Agreement except as otherwise specified in this Contract.  The following additional interconnection 
terms also apply. 
 

A. Where the tariffed Interconnection Agreement is used in conjunction with this tariffed Contract, the term of 
the Interconnection Agreement shall end twenty five (25) years after the Date of Commercial Operation.  

 
B. To the extent to which the ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in Section 9, Sheets 68 

through 68.16 differ from the Section 10 tariff, these ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS shall control for 
applications that are not subject to the MN DIP. The ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS set forth in tariff 
Section 9, Sheet Nos. 68.17 through 68.21, fully apply if the application that is the subject of this Agreement is 
subject to the MN DIP. 
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6.  Community Solar Garden Requirements.  (Continued) 
 

F. Annual Report.  Starting within 12 months of the Date of Commercial Operation, the Community Solar 
Garden Operator shall issue (and provide to the Company and each Subscriber) signed and notarized public annual 
reports containing at a minimum: 

 
-  The energy produced by the Community Solar Garden; 
-  Financial statements including a balance sheet, income statement, and sources and uses of funds 

statement; and, 
-  Identification of the management and operatorship of the Community Solar Garden Operator. 
 
Where the Community Solar Garden Operator as a single legal entity has more than one Community Solar 

Garden, it need not issue individual public reports per Community Solar Garden but may instead combine this 
information into a single report; provided, however, the combined report needs to identify each Community Solar 
Garden and energy produced for each Community Solar Garden to which the report applies. The Community Solar 
Garden Operator shall take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly 
providing the Subscriber’s Account Information or Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, unless there is 
explicit informed consent or otherwise provided for in this Contract. Each Subscriber shall have an opportunity to 
submit comments to the Community Solar Garden Operator with a copy to the Company on the accuracy and 
completeness of the annual reports. 

 
Where the Community Solar Garden Operator is a subsidiary of a larger corporate entity (Parent), and where that 

Parent has multiple Community Solar Gardens in its down-line organization, it need not issue individual public annual 
reports for each garden but may instead combine this information into a single Annual Report containing the financial 
statements for the Parent entity; provided, however, the combined report identifies each Community Solar Garden and 
energy produced for each garden to which the report applies and includes a Parent guarantee that it has financial 
responsibility or obligation to pay debts on behalf of the subsidiary companies. The Community Solar Garden Operator 
shall take care to preserve the privacy expectations of the Subscribers, such as not publicly providing the Subscriber’s 
Account Information or Subscriber Energy Usage Data or Bill Credits, unless there is explicit informed consent or otherwise 
provided for in this Contract. Each Subscriber shall have an opportunity to submit comments to the Community Solar 
Garden Operator with a copy to the Company on the accuracy and completeness of the annual reports. 

 
G. Audits.  The Company reserves the right to inspect the PV System as necessary to assure the safety and 

reliability of the system at any time during the Term of this Contract, and for an additional period of one (1) year 
thereafter.  

 
H. [Intentionally Omitted]  
 
I. [Intentionally Omitted]  
 
J. Participation Fee.  Each year, the Community Solar Garden Operator will submit a participation fee of 

$500 to the Company for ongoing costs incurred of administering the Solar*Rewards Community Program.  The first 
participation fee will be charged after the Date of Commercial Operation, and the final participation fee will be 
charged prior to the Term of the Contract expiring. 
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Annotations to Xcel Energy Redlines – Sections 9, Community Solar Gardens – Docket No. 13-867 
(Note – where edits are to same tariff sheet as in Docket 18-714, the edits proposed in 18-714 as reflected in the filing in the 
current docket are in blue font on the redline version of the tariff). 
 
Section and 

Sheet # 
Par. 

# 
Associated 

Docket Notes 

Sec. 9, 65   Removed requirement for minimum 12-month cycle for carrying forward bill credits. 

Sec. 9, 66.1 k 18-714 

Revised deposit language to all the deposit to be returned earlier in the process while also adding 
language to allow the Company use the deposit towards any past due amounts owed to the 
Company under the Solar*Rewards Community program by the garden operator or its corporate 
affiliates.  

Sec. 9, 67.3  18-714 Added provisions allowing an additional 6 months with a late fee if conditions are met – similar to 
provisions in CSG Contract Amendment filed in Docket 13-867 on June 19, 2017. 

Sec. 9, 70   Subscription size based on average annual consumption over the 12 prior months, not the prior 24 
months. This aligns better with our system capacity to measure.  

Sec. 9, 73   Removes language requiring all bill credits to be carried forward for at least 12 months. 

Sec. 9, 75   
In par. 3.B. edits reflect that only a single meter is required, and that single meter will record 
production that is sent to the Company and also record energy that the Company sends to the 
garden. Aligns with pending CSG Amendment submitted on November 19, 2018. 

Sec. 9, 77 6.F 18-714 

Revised provisions on the Annual Report to align with the CSG Amendments that were filed on 
October 14, 2016 and August 1, 2018. The revisions allow for reporting several gardens together in 
a single annual report under certain circumstances. This also includes parent company reporting of 
financials, and makes it easier to gardens to comply with the annual reporting requirements.  

Sec. 9, 77 6.J 18-714 Adjusts ongoing participation fee from $300 to $500. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 
I, Lynette Sweet, hereby certify that I have this day served copies of the foregoing 
document on the attached list of persons. 
 
 

xx by depositing a true and correct copy thereof, properly enveloped 
with postage paid in the United States mail at Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; or 

 
 xx by electronic filing. 

 
 
Docket Nos.: E002/M-13-867 
 
 
Dated this 14th day of December. 
 
 
 
/s/ 
_______________________________ 
Lynette Sweet 
Regulatory Administrator 
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