m COMMERCE
DEPARTMENT
January 29, 2019

Daniel P. Wolf

Executive Secretary

Minnesota Public Utilities Commission
121 7th Place East, Suite 350

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

RE: Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy Resources
Docket No. E002/M-13-867

Dear Mr. Wolf:

Attached are the comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce, Division of Energy
Resources (Department) in the following matter:

In the Matter of the Petition of Northern States Power Company, dba Xcel
Energy, for Approval of its Proposed Community Solar Gardens Program

On January 4, 2019, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission (Commission issued a Notice of
Comment Period requesting comments on whether the Commission should approve Xcel
Energy’s proposed Section 9 tariff revisions and to further clarify the Community Solar Garden
program.

The Department recommends that the Commission approve the tariff changes, with
modifications. The Department is available to respond to any questions the Commission may
have on this matter.

Sincerely,

Susan L. Peirce
Public Utility Rate Coordinator
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DEPARTMENT

Before the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission

Comments of the Minnesota Department of Commerce
Division of Energy Resources

Docket No. Docket No. E002/M-13-867

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

On December 14, 2018, Northern States Power d/b/a Xcel Energy (Xcel or the Company)
requested approval of tariff changes to its Solar*Rewards Community Program (CSG Program).
The Company proposed changes to its CSG tariffs including the following:

Removing language requiring 12-month accrual of bill credits before a customer may
receive the credits

Altering the timeframe for release of deposits;

Basing subscription size on the last 12 months of historical data, rather than 24 months
as currently required;

Increasing the annual participation fee from $300 to $500; and

Requiring only a single meter per solar garden, instead of two meters.

In addition, Xcel made tariff revisions to reflect standard contract amendments that were
adopted through a negative check-off. These revisions include:

Language permitting a Garden Operator with multiple solar gardens to combine annual
reporting in a single report;

Language addressing insurance for co-located projects;

Language permitting the use of the applicable retail rate (ARR) bill credit under certain
conditions for applications deemed complete by April 15, 2017;

Language extending the 24-month deadline of mechanical completion for a late fee; and
Language allowing a parent company to file a single Annual Report for gardens owned
by its corporate affiliates.

Xcel’s proposed revisions to its CSG Tariff are in addition to the changes proposed in Docket
No. E002/M-18-714 to reflect changes made to comply with the Minnesota Distribution
Interconnection Process (MN DIP) and Minnesota Distribution Interconnection Agreement



(MNDIA). The Department reviews the changes made to comply with the MN DIP in a
separate filing.

1. DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS

The Department has reviewed Xcel’s proposed changes to its CSG Tariff, and has no
concerns with one exception. As noted above, when reviewing whether CSG subscriptions
are no more than 120 percent of the average annual consumption of the subscriber, the
Company proposed to base its assessment on 12 months of data rather than 24 months.
However, under the redlined version of the Terms and Conditions (Section 9, Sheet 65), the
language continues to reflect that Xcel will review 24 months of historical data. The
Department recommends that Xcel submit a corrected tariff page for its Terms and
Conditions in a compliance filing.

1l. DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

The Department recommends the Commission approve Xcel’s proposed Solar*Rewards
Community Program tariff revisions, and require the Company to file a revised Terms and
Conditions page reducing basis for the determination of CSG subscription size from 24
months to 12 months of historical data.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I, Sharon Ferguson, hereby certify that | have this day, served copies of the
following document on the attached list of persons by electronic filing, certified
mail, e-mail, or by depositing a true and correct copy thereof properly
enveloped with postage paid in the United States Mail at St. Paul, Minnesota.

Minnesota Department of Commerce
Comments

Docket No. EO02/M-13-867

Dated this 29t day of January 2019

/s/Sharon Ferguson
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Greenmark Solar

4630 Quebec Ave N

New Hope,
MN
55428-4973

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Ralph

Kaehler

ralph.kaehler@novelenergy
.biz

N/A

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Michael

Kampmeyer

mkampmeyer@a-e-
group.com

AEG Group, LLC

260 Salem Church Road

Sunfish Lake,
Minnesota
55118

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Brad

Klein

bklein@elpc.org

Environmental Law &
Policy Center

35 E. Wacker Drive, Suite
1600
Suite 1600
Chicago,
IL
60601

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Aaron

Knoll

aknoll@greeneespel.com

Greene Espel PLLP

222 South Ninth Street
Suite 2200
Minneapolis,

MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Jon

Kramer

sundialjon@gmail.com

Sundial Solar

3209 W 76th St

Edina,
MN
55435

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Michael

Krause

michaelkrause61@yahoo.c
om

Kandiyo Consulting, LLC

433 S 7th Street
Suite 2025
Minneapolis,
Minnesota
55415

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Dean

Leischow

dean@sunrisenrg.com

Sunrise Energy Ventures

315 Manitoba Ave

Wayzata,
MN
55391

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Thomas

Melone

Thomas.Melone@AllcoUS.
com

Minnesota Go Solar LLC

222 South 9th Street
Suite 1600
Minneapolis,
Minnesota
55120

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Andrew

Moratzka

andrew.moratzka@stoel.co
m

Stoel Rives LLP

33 South Sixth St Ste 4200

Minneapolis,
MN
55402

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official




First Name

Last Name

Email

Company Name

Address

Delivery Method

View Trade Secret

Service List Name

Rolf

Nordstrom

rnordstrom@gpisd.net

Great Plains Institute

2801 21ST AVE S STE 220

Minneapolis,
MN
55407-1229

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Jeff

O'Neill

jeff.oneill@ci.monticello.mn
.us

City of Monticello

505 Walnut Street
Suite 1
Monticelllo,
Minnesota
55362

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Eric

Pasi

ericp@ips-solar.com

IPS Solar

2670 Patton Rd

Roseville,
MN
55113

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Dan

Patry

dpatry@sunedison.com

SunEdison

600 Clipper Drive

Belmont,
CA
94002

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Jeffrey C

Paulson

jeff.jcplaw@comcast.net

Paulson Law Office, Ltd.

4445 W 77th Street
Suite 224
Edina,

MN
55435

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Joyce

Peppin

joyce@mrea.org

Minnesota Rural Electric
Association

11640 73rd Ave N

Maple Grove,
MN
55369

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

David

Shaffer

shaff081@gmail.com

Minnesota Solar Energy
Industries Project

1005 Fairmount Ave

Saint Paul,
MN
55105

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Doug

Shoemaker

dougs@mnRenewables.or
g

Minnesota Renewable
Energy

2928 5th Ave S

Minneapolis,
MN
55408

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Eric

Swanson

eswanson@winthrop.com

Winthrop & Weinstine

225 S 6th St Ste 3500
Capella Tower
Minneapolis,
MN
554024629

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official

Thomas P.

Sweeney Il

tom.sweeney@easycleane
nergy.com

Clean Energy Collective

P O Box 1828

Boulder,
CO
80306-1828

Electronic Service

No

OFF_SL_13-867_Official




First Name

Last Name

Email

Company Name

Address

Delivery Method

View Trade Secret

Service List Name

Lynnette

Sweet

Regulatory.records@xcele
nergy.com
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